
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about the coming year. Yes, following on from last month’s Christmas edition it’s 
time now to look back at my predictions from last year to see how I did. Also, we’ll see what’s coming up for this 
year. On the phone front my predictions were half right for Apple. I predicted the increase in size but I never 
expected them to release two devices, and certainly not the comically large 6+! I was right with the idea that 
Microsoft would start producing phones with their own, rather than Nokia branding, but wrong about the focus on 
imaging. I was correct in predicting the rise of Motorola: their Moto G is a great bargain and they are even making 
Google’s latest Nexus phone, but Samsung still seem to reign supreme in the lower end of the Android market. 
On the PC front I was certainly closer. Windows 8.1 has matured into a superb operating system, and with a 
flood of low priced tablets and convertible PC’s has effectively killed the need for Google’s Chromebook. Apple 
still didn’t build touch capability into Mac OS as I suggested, or come out with a bigger iPad, but I did predict the 
death of Windows RT. There’s been no official announcement, but it does seem to be slowly fading away. One 
thing I failed miserably on was the increase in popularity of smart watches. Apple did indeed announce one, but 
it’s not available until the middle of 2015, and the only people that seem interested in the devices are the 
manufacturers! 

So, what are the trends for this year? If you believe the hype, then wearable devices will be all the rage in the 
coming months. I think Apple’s Smartwatch will appear at a ridiculously high price and most people will ignore it, 
but I do think there will be a rise in popularity of wrist devices that present information from your smartphone in a 
more convenient way. Wristbands that monitor things like heart rate and distance walked, as well as various 
other statistics, will become more popular as well. I still don’t think we will be talking into our wrists anytime soon, 
but we may be wearing devices that keep us apprised of what’s going on without having to pull out our phones 
every few minutes.   

When Windows 10 comes out later in the year I think it will quieten all the moans from the tech community that 
didn’t get along with Windows 8. The new release will finally work nicely with desktops, and make it easier to 
have one system that works on phones, tablets and desktops. I think this will become a trend with all the big 
players, giving you the ability to work on whatever device is most convenient at the time. Apple’s Mac OS does 
this already: you can start work on one device and move seamlessly to another, and I expect this to get easier in 
the next release. Obviously, Apple will release new phones in the Autumn, as they always do, but I expect they 
will just be a slightly faster versions of the current line-up. There maybe a bigger iPad, but I think it will mainly be 
a case of small improvements this year. The trend for bigger phones will continue, with 5-inch screens becoming 
the norm, and I expect most new phones to be “smart”. This year will see the death of the simple mobile phone 
I’m afraid. 

One thing that I think will take off is Apple Pay, or rather the idea that you can use you smartphone to pay for 
things. It’s really an extension of the contactless payments system built into our credit/debit cards, and it makes 
much more sense to have it built into a device that most people carry around all the time anyway. Imagine an app 
on your phone that has all your different card details stored in it: you pick the card you want to use and wave the 
phone over the pay terminal, and the transaction is complete. Extend this idea to store cards and loyalty cards 
and I can finally get rid of my bulging wallet!  

Happy New Year! 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


