
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru”

This month I want to talk to you about Netbooks. Netbooks are a new breed of computer that has 
sprung up in the last year or so. Basically they are a smaller lighter version of a Laptop, but not to be 
confused with an Ultra portable Laptop. Confusing I know, but let me try and explain. 

Laptops used to be split into three basic types: 

1) Desktop replacements, that are hulking great monsters, just about portable if you are a weight 
lifter. With a screen size of 17 inches or more and a battery life measured in minutes they are 
powerful enough to do anything your desktop could do.

2) Normal Laptops, good for most tasks and with a screen size of about 15 inches, easy to carry 
around. The battery will usually last a couple of hours.

3)  Ultra Portables, very expensive (in the thousands) very light and very small, usually with a 12 
inch screen and as capable as a normal laptop with a battery life to match

Then along comes a company called Asus, who decides to turn the market upside down by releasing 
a tiny laptop with a seven inch screen and a really low price of under £300 (at the time way below the 
price of a full laptop). Now it’s fair to say that the original model was not the most useful piece of kit 
ever invented, but what it did do was kick-start a market no one really knew existed for these things 
they called Netbooks. In the last year the design has matured, with screen size settling between 9 and 
12 inches and the price anywhere between £200 and £350, still cheaper than a full size laptop, but the 
difference is shrinking. The problem is, in order to keep the price down and the battery life up they are 
fitted with a low powered processor that really isn’t suitable for day to day computing needs.

So the question is, should you choose a Netbook rather than a Laptop? I am probably going to upset 
a few people by saying that in most cases, no you shouldn’t!  Netbooks are brilliant for people who 
need a really mobile solution or who have a very limited set of low powered requirements. If you really 
are only going to check your email and browse the internet occasionally, or weight really is an issue, 
or you need a second computer for simple tasks, then maybe a Netbook is the answer. But if there is 
a chance you might want to edit a photo or type something longer than a page or even watch a DVD 
(Netbooks don’t have optical drives) then a full sized laptop is a better bet. Don’t be fooled into 
thinking it’s a cheap way of getting the kids a computer either, it will be a matter of days before they 
are complaining they can’t run a piece of software or that the system is too slow and the screen too 
small.

The real problem is that Netbooks are being pushed as a low cost general computing platform when 
in fact they are for a specific niche market. My advice is to think very carefully about what you actually 
want to do with your laptop, now and in the future.

As a neat tie in to last month’s column, I notice that a lot of mobile phone shops are offering a free 
Netbook with a mobile broadband contract. In my opinion a £30 a month contract for 24 months 
makes for an expensive Netbook , I know you get Broadband access included, but as we discussed 
last month there are cheaper ways of getting that. Just do the maths before you sign up for a long 
period.

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk
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David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161


