
Tips, Tricks and Advice from your local “IT Guru” 

This month I want to talk to you about Windows 8. Every few years Microsoft releases a new version of Windows. 
Sometimes the new version is a huge step forward, such as the change from Windows 98 to Windows XP, and 
sometimes it a huge failure, like the switch to Windows Vista from Windows XP. Up until now you could more or 
less guarantee that, although each new version would bring new features and functions, the new operating 
system would look and feel roughly the same. Things may have moved around and looked different, but on the 
whole you could find your way about. This is not the case with the latest incarnation, Windows 8, which is 
available now as a preview from Microsoft.com! With this version, Microsoft have taken a bold step and made it 
look and act completely different.  

After going through the install process you are presented with, what they are calling, the Metro interface: a 
screen full of different coloured tiles that you can scroll through and click on. On first inspection there is no sign of 
the Start “blob” or menu, and no sign of the traditional desktop. To anyone who has seen a Windows Phone 7 
device like the new Nokia Lumia or the new Xbox interface, it will look familiar - it’s really designed for a touch or 
gesture interface, like a tablet or through Xbox Kinect. Each of the tiles is in fact a link to an application, so if you 
click on the one called ‘calendar’ you will be taken to the new calendar application. The clever thing is that these 
tiles are “live” and can show dynamic information. So, for instance, the calendar tile shows your next few 
appointments, the weather tile shows the current weather, email shows how many new emails you have, and so 
on and so forth. Better yet, each of the tiles updates as the information changes. A slight downside is that each 
application installed on the PC will have a live tile. So on a typical home PC, where the kids have installed 
hundreds of programs, your start screen could be full of tiles and therefore necessitating a lot of sideways 
scrolling! On a touch screen this is bearable, a couple of finger swipes and a quick prod gets you around the 
interface nicely, but on a traditional system with a mouse the idea of dragging scrollbars quickly becomes a pain! 
There’s no task bar either, so switching between applications means some deft work to put the mouse pointer in 
the top left corner, whilst the bottom left takes you back to the start screen. Basically, the whole interface has 
been “dumbed down.” This is to try and pick up on the success of the Apple iPad, with applications all running in 
full screen mode and is the entire system being heavily biased to touch screens. The old window-based interface 
is still in there, hidden behind a tile, so you can get into the nuts and bolts of the system if you need to. Clearly, 
however, the intention is to keep most users away from stuff like this.  

For a lot of people it will work well. By the time Windows 8 is actually released there will be lots of applications 
available in order to truly take advantage of the Metro interface, and most people will never have to stray into the 
old desktop. In fact, as long as you only have a few tiles and a reasonably big monitor you will never have to see 
anything but the first start screen, and using a mouse will be quite painless. It also looks like Microsoft Security 
Essentials will be included in Window 8, so that’s one less thing to worry about as well. From my personal 
experience, using my own hardware, it nice and fast too! Could we really be heading for a Windows system that’s 
secure, powerful, fast, and easy to use? I’ve been playing with it for a few weeks now, and am honestly growing 
to like it, even if it is only a preview and could change before the release date of late summer. Most of the stuff is 
likely to stay the same though, so it’s a pretty good indication of what’s coming! 

I’m quite hopeful for Windows 8. On the right hardware, for most people, I think it could be the best Windows yet. 

If you have any questions or anything you would like me to cover in this column, email me at look@4-
11consultants.co.uk 

 David runs 4-11 Consultants, a local company specialising in home and small business computer problems and 
can be contacted on 01206736161 


