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New Year, New Goals, New Focus
Well not quite a new year! Here we are into the third month already and our
second newsletter. We welcome your feedback as this is your publication.
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There were some issues getting the December issue to our ACPBA member bands.
For some reason, the individual members listed on our 2017 database received the
newsletter yet the bands did not receive the newsletter. We apologize for that
confusion especially since all of you were so enthusiastic in your response to our
article request.
Please let us know if there are issues in the future. Contact us at
acpbacommunications@gmail.com Thank you.

Do you have your ACPBA 2018 membership yet?
Individuals or bands wishing to compete in competitions sponsored by the ACPBA
must be paid up members of the Association prior to the event. Solo competitors from
Atlantic Canada must be registered as individual members or registered as a family
membership of the ACPBA with the exception of practice chanter and drum pad
competitors. All ACPBA judges must be paid members of the ACPBA.

Individual
Membership Rates
After Jan 1st, Before
April 1st: $30.00
After April 1st: $40.00

Family Membership
Rates
After Jan 1st, Before
April 1st: $35.00
After April 1st: $45.00

Band Membership
Rates
After Jan 1st, Before
April 1st: $225.00
After April 1st:
$275.00

Complete the applicable membership form and mail it to the Membership
Executive along with a cheque or money order made payable to "Atlantic
Canada Pipe Band Association". E-transfers are now being accepted by the
ACPBA to treasurer.acpba@gmail.com. Registration form:
http://acpba.ca/membership/
ACPBA Membership Executive
C/O Mike Dupuis
92 Higgins Street
Truro, Nova Scotia
B2N 2L7
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Winter Storm Weekend - Kansas City 2018
Gillian Blaney
Gillian placed 1st in the Grade 3 MSR and 2nd in Grade 3
Piobaireachd. Congratulations Gillian. What a start to 2018!
This was my first year competing in the Winter Storm
competition in Kanas City. I prepared for this competition by
going over my set tunes multiple times a day, on both the
pipes and chanter. As well I would have competition days
where I would tune up, play, then pretend I was presenting
my tunes along with going into the competing room and
playing.
Another thing I did to prepare for this big event was
recording myself then listening to it a little while after
pinpointing the good and the improvements needed to make
it competition ready. This was a large part of mental
preparation for me.

ACPBA competitors at the Winter Storm
Weekend at Kansas City, January 18 - 20, 2018.
Front row: Liz Sheridan, Gillian Blaney
Back row: Liam Murray, Karen Mac Lean,
James Dyson, Callum Mackinnon, Doug
Hamilton, Matt MacIsaac.
We reached out to the participants for a
review of their Winter Storm experience. We
hope you enjoy their stories.
Contest results are found at:
https://mhaf.org/contest-results-2018/

“Music is the greatest communication

in the world. Even if people don't
understand the language that you're
singing in, they still know good music
when they hear it.”
Lou Rawls

From a competitor standpoint Winter Storm is similar and
yet different in so many ways. One big difference is that
there was such a variety of people from around the world
which made it quite enjoyable. As you were able to hear and
talk about their different experiences with piping and their
take on it all. This was quite interesting.
Preparing at this time of year was a much beneficial push. It
got me going early in the season which gave me a different
look at competition preparation on both the mental and
physical scale of it all. This early start improved my stamina
sooner and in a consistent way all while upping my mental
game with self-confidence along with the drive to do well
and improve each day.
A major take away from this experience is that motivation is
key from those around you and also from within you. I would
like to thank my parents, my dear friend Karen MacLean as
well as my piping teacher and mentor at heart Bruce
Gandy. They are all a part of my continuing journey and I
could have never gotten to where I am today without them.
Thank you, Gillian Blaney

Winter Storm Weekend - Kansas City 2018 continued

Karen Mac Lean
I have competed in the Kansas
Winter Storm competition five
years in total, including 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017, and this year
2018.
I worked on my tunes in the fall
and especially once Christmas
break happened. Winter Storm is
a great event and really jump
starts your playing.
There is no slump after the
summer as you are focused in the
fall and over Christmas. Playing at
this time of year is challenging as
you think you have more time yet
it’s a busy time of year and you
have to be really focused.

When you are playing at a world
class event you want to be on
your game. There are a lot of
world class players here to teach
and adjudicate than most other
events out there. This wasn’t a
great year for focus for me, so
basically I worked on keeping
everything together during my
competitions.

I’ve met so many people over
the years; it’s a big part of this
weekend, meeting up with
friends and making new
friends. The workshops are a
great way to meet the faculty
and learn from them. It’s a jam
packed weekend with the
concert and the Winter Steam
party.

If you are going to go to this
competition, you have to be
committed to playing and staying
focused especially through the
holidays. The event is very large
now and there were some
challenges with some events.
Everyone there is helpful and
friendly.

This event definitely should be
on your bucket list as a player.
Thank you for your support.
Karen Mac Lean

James Dyson
I competed in Winter Storm every year since 2014, my first year in professional was 2016.
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The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Pipes, Drums and Highland Dancers
of Nova Scotia
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police Pipes, Drums and Highland Dancers of Nova Scotia are looking forward to
the coming year. The band is under the direction of Pipe Major Heather Pomeroy, Pipe Sergeant Wayne Moug,
Lead Drummer Keenan Weaver, Drum Major Angela Corscadden, and Lead Dancers Aileen Davis and Lauren
MacEachern. Based in Halifax, the group is actively preparing for its summer parade and performance season,
followed by a trip to Dublin and Belfast in September 2018.
We have added several new players and highland dancers to our group over the past few months, and new
members are always welcome. Contact pipemajor@rcmppipeband.ca or info@rcmppipeband.ca for further
information.

ACPBA Sanctioned Game Dates for 2018
Atlantic Canada Piobaireachd Challenge (April 28th, 2018)
Moncton Games (June 16, 2018)
Pugwash Gathering of the Clans (July 2, 2018)
Antigonish Highland Games (July 7-8, 2018)
New Glasgow Festival of the Tartans (July 14, 2018)
New Brunswick Highland Games (July 27-29, 2018)

Jim Bain - Dartmouth & District Pipe Band

James Mollison Bain,”
age 77 of Eastern
Passage, Nova Scotia
passed away on
Thursday October 26,
2017 in Dartmouth
General Hospital with his
family by his side.
Jim was one of our
ACPBA members who
played in the pipe corps
alongside his children
and grandchildren in the
Dartmouth & District
Pipe Band.
From all of us from the
ACPBA our thoughts and
prayers are with the Bain
family.
Many of us knew Jim
during his many years in
our pipe band world.
We appreciated his
wonderful laugh,

support of our playing
and his advice and
stories when we
chatted with him. We
valued his expertise as
a piper, teacher, and
leader in our pipe band
community and with
Dartmouth & District
Pipe Band.
Jim had a love for all
things musical. He
played the piano, guitar
and organ in addition to
his piping expertise.
He learned to play the
bagpipes at eleven
years old, being taught
by retired military
musicians who
recognized his talents
and encouraged his
musical development.
Jim had a strong belief
in the ripple effect of
paying a good deed
forward. The mentor
support he received led
him to be the mentor
for many piping
students. He loved to
see the passion for
music in the young.
We saw that dedication

with his many years as an
instructor, band member
and supporter to his D & D
Pipe Band family. From all
of us with the ACPBA, we
extend our condolences to
the members of the
Dartmouth & District Pipe
Band organization.
Jim is survived by his wife
of 57 years, Margaret
(Buchan), son James (Julie),
Eastern Passage, daughter
Suzanne “Sue” (Dennis)
Zwicker, Halifax.
Grandchildren: James,
Heather (Colin) Tropeau,
Jessica, Matthew and
Robyn; greatgrandchildren: Avery and
Levi; sisters Eveline Sim,
Aberdeen, Scotland and
Edith Davies (Ron), Dyce,
Scotland.
Excerpts in this article were
taken from the full
obituary found at:
http://livearbormemorial.cpaccess.com/atlanticdartmouth/obituaries/jam
es-jim-mollisonbain/10871/

Simonds Lions Caledonian Pipe Band

Spring is quickly approaching, and in the pipe band world this means getting ready for the many functions bands
will be taking part in. Already we in the Simonds Lions Caledonian Pipe Band have been approached to have
parades and concerts booked by various groups in our region. What appears to be another busy year has
become even more so with the plans we are putting in place to cross the water, and take part in competitions in
the UK, including North Berwick, Perth, and at the World’s, in Glasgow.
Time will surely be at top speed as we get ready for this season, and to finalize the many preparations we have
been working on over the winter. We are so pleased to see the back side of winter, and we are even more
pleased to anticipate the spring and summer months just around the corner in attending the many events in our
region, and to meet up with our fellow band players on the field and in the refreshment tent.

The band has reached its 110th anniversary this year, and a goal is to promote the band across our region to
recruit more players and students to keep our band going for the next 110 years! Now that’s reason to celebrate
in style! See you all on the field.
Submitted by,
David Galbraith
Band Secretary

From all of us at the
ACPBA Happy 110th
Anniversary!
We wish you the very
best in Scotland

Clan Thompson Pipe Band

Clan Thompson Pipe Band is preparing for its third annual church concert
series. This year, Clan Thompson and Friends will perform on June 3 at Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church, Stellarton, and July 1 at St. James
United Church, Antigonish. Both concerts offer an afternoon of local Celtic
and classical entertainment; in addition to selections from the band, there
will be Highland dancers, solo musicians, vocalists, violinists and more.
Proceeds from the concerts go to the host churches.

HALIFAX CITADEL SOCIETY
15th ANNUAL MINI GATHERINGS
ENTRY FORM
10 AM Start time unless otherwise notified.
Please fill in the following form and return within two weeks of the scheduled event.

Contest Dates and Tune Requirements
GRADE

Chanter

Feb 03/18

March.

Mar 3/18

March

April
14/18

March

Grade
5
slow
march
2/4
March

Piob
Ground

Grade 4

Grade 3

Grade 2

Grade 1

Jig

March

Piobaireachd
March

Strath&Reel
4 pts S&R

MSR submit 2
of each
6/8 marchessubmit 2/play
both

2 pts Strath &
Reel

Piobaireachd
Jig

6/8
March
MSRown
choice
Piob
S/A – Jig
Submit
one air/2
Jigs

(Piobaireachd
Submit 2)
HP/JIG submit
1HP-2 Jigs

Name ______________________________
Address ____________________________
City _____________ Postal Code_________
Telephone (___) _________ Email __________________________
Events to be entered ______________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Number of Events Entered @ $10.00 per event/ OR $25 for all 3 months = $_______
I have enclosed my payment in the form of:
 MONEY ORDER
 CHEQUE
Payable to: Halifax Citadel Society.
PO Box 9080, Station A, Halifax, NS, B3K 5M7
• Entries may be sent via email.
• Please remit payment in full within two weeks of the scheduled event .
Agreement
I wish to enter the events noted above. In doing so, I relieve the Halifax Citadel Society and Parks Canada of
any and all responsibility for any loss, theft, damage, or personal injury incurred at the Halifax Citadel National
Historic Site of Canada on the dates listed above.
Signature ____________________________________Date __________________
(Parent or guardian’s signature if entrant is under 18 years of age.)

HALIFAX CITADEL REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION
MINI GATHERINGS
Rules & Regulations
RULES
• HCRA will host three monthly events, beginning in February 2016
• Each gathering will offer a different event for each grade level.
• Prize Certificates will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places in each event.
• Aggregate prizes will be awarded for the overall winner in each grade.
MUSICAL REQUIREMENTS
Practice Chanter:
• March – Competitors are required to submit one two-parted tune to be played from memory.
Grade Five.
•
•
•
•

Slow March – Competitors are required to submit one two-parted tune in any time signature.
March - Competitors are required to submit four parts of march in any time signature.
Piobaireachd – Competitors are required to submit one Urlar (or ground) only.
6/8 March – Competitors are required to submit one four parted tune or two 2 parted tunes.

Grade Four.
• Jig – competitors are required to submit one four-parted jig
• Piobaireachd - Competitors are required to submit one tune.
• 2/4 March - Competitors are required to submit one four-parted tune.
• Strathspey and Reel – one two-parted strathspey and one two-parted reel.
Grade Three
• March – Competitors are required to submit one four-parted 2/4 march
• Strathspey and Reel – Competitors are required to submit one four-parted strathspey and one four-parted
reel.
• Piobaireachd – Competitors are required to submit one tune.
• Jig - Competitors are required to submit one four-parted Jig.
Grade Two.
• 6/8 March – Competitors are required to submit one four-parted 6/8 march
• Slow Air and Jig – Competitors are required to submit one slow air that is a minimum of two parts in length
and two jigs that are a minimum of four parts in length. One of the jigs will be selected for performance by the
adjudicator.
• March, Strathspey and Reel – Competitors are required to submit one four-parted March, one four-parted
strathspey and one four-parted reel.
• Piobaireachd - Competitors are required to submit one tune, one of which will be picked by the adjudicator .
Grade One
• MSR- Competitors are required to submit two tunes of each type. Adjudicator shall select the set to be
played.
• 6/8 March – Competitors are required to submit and perform two tunes that are a minimum of four parts in
length.
• Piobaireachd – Competitors are required to submit two tunes.
• Slow Air, Hornpipe and Jig - Competitors are required to submit one slow air that is a minimum of two parts
repeated, one hornpipe and two jigs, each of which are a minimum of four parts in length . The player shall
then play the hornpipe and have one jig selected to play with the slow air.

The College of Piping and Celtic Performing Arts of Canada
In Partnership With
THE ATLANTIC CANADA PIPE BAND ASSOCIATION

Presents the

2018 Atlantic Canada Piobaireachd Challenge
Hosted by
The College of Piping and Celtic Performing Arts of Canada in Summerside, PEI
Saturday, April 28, 2018
Doors open 8:30am and competitions begin at 9:00am
New For This Year: We are extremely excited to announce that on Friday, April 27 th, Glenn Brown, this year’s
Atlantic Canada Piobaireachd Challenge adjudicator, will be putting on a judge’s recital at the College of Piping.
The recital will have a $5.00 charge but for competitors this covers your entry into the amateur jig contest. The
amateur jig contests will take place before the recital. The amateur jig contests will start at 6:30pm (doors open
at 6pm) with a short intermission at their conclusion and the recital will commence after that. A reminder to
piobaireachd players, you can choose your tunes from any of the lists provided below.

Piobaireachd
The following tunes only may be submitted for the 2018 Atlantic Canada Piobaireachd Challenge events
on April 28th. If settings used are taken from sources other than the Kilberry (K) or Piobaireachd Society (PS)
collections, competitors must be prepared to provide the judge with a copy of the tune in the setting to be played.
The judge may take into consideration the merits of the setting played.
Professional (Gold Medal): submit four tunes. Grade 1 (Silver Medal): submit three tunes. Grade 2 (Nickel
Medal): submit two tunes. Grade 3 (Bronze Medal): submit one complete tune. Grade 4 (Copper Medal):
submit one complete tune. Grade 5 (Pewter Medal): submit the Ground and Var. 1 singling of one tune only.
Players can chose from any of the lists below.
A march variations are not required for the following events: Nickel Medal, Bronze Medal, Copper Medal and
Pewter Medal. For the purposes of this competition, tunes marked with an asterisk (*) require crunluaths a mach
in the Gold and Silver Medal Competitions.

Senior: Mrs. Smith’s Salute, The Red Hand in the MacDonald’s Arms, Good Health to You Donald, Sir James
MacDonald of the Isles’ Salute, The Menzies’ Salute, Farewell to the Queen’s Ferry, Salute to James Campbell,
Salute to the MacCrimmon Cairn at Borreraig
Gold Medal: MacKenzie of Applecross’s Salute, The Young Laird of Dungallon’s Salute, MacKenzie of
Gairloch’s Lament, War or Peace, The MacLean’s March, The MacRaes’ March, The Clan MacNab’s Salute,
The Brother’s Lament
Silver Medal: Glengarry’s March, Grain in Hides and Corn in Sacks, The King’s Taxes The Desperate Battle,
MacCrimmon’s Sweetheart, Lament for the Little Supper, The MacLeod’s Salute, Chisholm’s Salute
In events where more than one tune is to be submitted, the judge will select the tune to be played and
competitors will be notified prior to their playing time.
Competitors from Atlantic Canada must be current members of the ACPBA. Competitors from other jurisdictions
must be members of their own regional associations. In all events, tuning time before the judge must be kept to a
minimum.
Order of Play: Last to enter in each event plays first. Competitors are asked to present themselves to the judge
within three minutes of the completion of the previous competitor’s performance. The order of play will be
posted.
Entry Fee: All entries must be accompanied by a cheque or money order in the amount of $10.00 made payable
to The College of Piping and Celtic Performing Arts of Canada. Deadline for entries: Friday, April 13th, 2018.
Light Music
These are the following requirements for the 2018 Atlantic Canada Piobaireachd Challenge Light music events
as taken from the Atlantic Canada Pipe Band Association rules and regulations (section 3.3).
Practice Chanter: March in quick time, 2 parts only, selected from the ACPBA tune list.
Grade 5: A minimum of four (4) parts of a march in quick time. This may be a two (2)-parted tune played twice
or a four (4)-parted tune played once. Any time signature will be accepted. Repeat parts where required.
Grade 4: A minimum of four (4) parts of a march in quick time. This may be a twoparted tune played twice or a
four (4)-parted tune played once. Any time signature will be accepted. Repeat parts where required.
Grade 3: 2/4 March: Submit two (2) marches in 2/4 time, minimum four (4) parts, one of which will be chosen by
the adjudicator. The tune will be played once only, though each part must be repeated. Submit one (1) four (4)
parted Strathspey and one (1) four (4) parted reels.
Amateur Jig (Grades 5,4,3): Jig, minimum 4 parts, submit one tune, each part repeated
Grade 2: MSR: The March and Strathspey/Reel contests may be combined into an MSR contest, in which case
two (2) 2/4 marches, one (1) four (4) parted Strathspey and one (1) four (4) parted reel. The adjudicator reserves
the right to select the set (mix and match is a possibility).
Grade 1: The March and Strathspey/Reel contests may be combined into a MSR contest, in which case two (2)
2/4 marches, two (2) strathspeys and two (2) reels must be submitted. The adjudicator reserves the right to
select the set (mix and match is a possibility).
Senior Amateur Jig (Grades 1,2): Submit two tunes, minimum 4 parts. Selected tune to be played twice, each
part repeated.

Professional: MSR: The March and Strathspey/Reel contests may be combined into a MSR contest, in which
case four (4) 2/4 marches, four (4) strathspeys and four (4) reels must be submitted. The adjudicator reserves
the right to select the set (mix and match is a possibility).

Entry Fee: All entries must be accompanied by a cheque or money order in the amount of $10.00 made payable
to The College of Piping and Celtic Performing Arts of Canada. Deadline for entries: Friday, April 13th, 2018.

Entry Form
Atlantic Canada Piobaireachd Challenge Competitions
April 28th, 2018
Send entry form with fee to: The College of Piping and Celtic Performing Arts of Canada / c/o Kylie
MacHattie / 619 Water Street East / Summerside, PE / C1N 4H8
Name________________________________

Phone #______________________

Address______________________________

Postal Code: _______________

_____________________________________

Email: ______________________

Check to indicate which Piobaireachd event entered:
Professional (Gold Medal) _____
Grade 1 (Silver Medal) _____
Grade 2 (Nickel Medal) _______
Grade 3 (Bronze Medal) _____
Grade 4 (Copper Medal) _____
Grade 5 (Pewter Medal) _____
Check to indicate which Light Music event entered:
Professional___ Grade 1___ Grade 2___ Grade 3___ Grade 4 ___ Grade 5___ Chanter___
Senior Amateur Jig___ Junior Amateur Jig___
Piobaireachd Tune(s) submitted:
1. _____________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________

Entry form continues on next page

March Tune(s) Submitted:
1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________

Strathspey Tune(s) Submitted:
1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________
Reel Tune(s) Submitted:
1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________
Jig Tune(s) Submitted:
1. ______________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________
Fee must be enclosed ($10.00 for piobaireachd entry and $10.00 for light music entry). Cheque must be
made payable to the College of Piping and Celtic Performing Arts of Canada. No late entries. No
telephone entries. No refunds. Deadline for entries by mail: April 13th, 2018.

That’s all folks! See you in June! Thank you to everyone who submitted news, indoor competition notices and
applications, photos and band updates. We look forward hearing from you. Keep us in the loop about your band
news!
Sincerely
The ACPBA Newsletter Team!

