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Mayor’s Report

by Larry Abraham 

With the holiday season fast ap-
proaching I feel we have so much to be 
thankful for that I would like to wish 
all of our residents a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing, a great holiday season and a pros-
perous new year. Additionally, I want 
to take this opportunity to convey my 
heartfelt thanks to all of our residents 
for their support and understanding as 
we close out the year.

I want to express by thoughts and 
condolences to the the Dimas  and 
Hillerman family. Ms Dimas and Tony 
Hillerman were legends of our village. 
Ms Dimas was to turn 108 years old on 
December 24th. Several years ago we 
planted a tree at Village Hall in honor of 
Ms. Dimas and her memory as a bright 
shining star of our village will live on 
forever. Although Mr. Hillerman was 
one of the best authors I have ever read 
with anique ability to tell a story. I will 
always remember Tony for how elo-
quently he described Los Ranchos and 
how he always looked forwarded to 
driving home through the village and 
the peaceful feeling it gave him to see 
the many colors especially in the fall. 
Tony even put Los Ranchos in the na-
tional spotlight when he wrote a 4 page 
article for the Smithsonian Magazine 
featuring his hometown. Ms. Dimas 
and Mr. Hillerman may have left us 
this year but their memories will last 
forever in our hearts and minds.

We have made monumental strides 
this year at creating a sense of place 
in Los Ranchos. Even as the economy 
slows we have seen an increase in new 
businesses and a new appreciation of 
the address “Los Ranchos”. All of Los 
Ranchos addresses are officially in-
cluded in the United States Post Office 
zip code database. After 5 years of ef-

fort I think our community has solidly 
been put on the maps. Please try and 
remember when ordering new checks, 
stationary, return labels or renewing 
your driver’s license to make sure your 
address is listed as “Los Ranchos”.  

I want to thank all of our residents for 
their patience and understanding of the 
road closures, detours, and additional 
traffic associated with our final sewer 
project. We are nearing completion of 
the final stages of the area I & J sewer 
project which provides completes the 
sewer service to nearly every resident 
in our community. This will help 
protect our valuable groundwater for 
generations to come. The added bonus 
is nearly every road along Rio Grande 
Blvd including Rio Grande has been 
repaved. In the coming months we 
will be resurfacing and widening Rio 
Grande from Chavez to Montano in 
order to provide dedicated bike lanes 
between Paseo and Montano. In the 
spring of 2009 we will install a special 
thermoplastic surface to delineate the 4 
½ foot bike lanes from the driving lanes 
on each side of Rio Grande Boulevard.  

There are so many people to thank 
for all of our successes and progress we 
have made over the past year. I espe-
cially want to thank our staff for their 
dedication and loyalty to Los Ranchos. I 
will put our Fire Department up against 
any Fire Department in the State. Their 
commitment, enthusiasm and devo-
tion to the job are unparalleled. Look 
for a new EMS vehicle that we hope to 
be purchasing in the coming months as 
well as a new Fire Station that should 
begin construction by Summer of 09. 

I want to thank our Planning and 
Zoning commissioners for such an out-
standing job for their contributions to 
our zoning conformity. I have always 
said I think our P&Z commissioners 

have the toughest job around trying 
to balance neighborhood disputes and 
enforce zoning ordinances.

I especially want to thank our group 
of volunteers that make our community 
a “real community”. I would be remiss 
for not singling out a few that are stellar 
in always finding time for Los Ranchos 
and are not thanked enough. Lorilee 
McDowell and Judy Griego for their 
tireless efforts on the Village Vision as 
well as any other project that they al-
ways seem to help on. Sue Brawley and 
Cathy xxxxxxx for always making the 
Growers Market such a great place ev-
ery Saturday morning. Penny Rembe, 
Kelly Jo Kuchar as well as Ann Carraza 
for making Lavender in the Village 
one of the best venues in the state of 
New Mexico. I would also like to thank 
the 100’s of volunteers who I have not 
mentioned my name but are invaluable 
to creating a community atmosphere.

Lastly, I want to thank everyone for 
once again giving me the privelege and 
honor or being your Mayor and repre-
senting Los Ranchos on a city and state 
level. My warmest wishes to you all for 
a happy and successful holiday season. 
May the “Spirit of Los Ranchos” be 
with you.

Celebrating those who have made 2008 a great year for the VillageThank you!
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Business Renewals
Business license renewals are due by January 1, 2009. 

We are asking each business to provide invoices, business 
cards and credit card receipts that reflect a Los Ranchos 
address. We additionally are requesting each business to 
provide a CRS-1 report to ensure the gross receipts are be-
ing reported to Los Ranchos 02-200. In lieu of a copy of the 
CRS-1 report each business can sign an affidavit confirm-
ing that the gross receipts are reported using the 02-200 
municiplaity code.

Pasta Divina 
Pasta Divina to open a new location at 6847 4th Street NW. 

(across from One Stop Business Shop) starting December 
1, 2008. They produce fresh, certified organic pasta, ravioli, 
and compound butters. Stop by or call them at 385-9563 or 
577-2316 for your gift giving needs for the holiday season. 
Tell them you read about them in the Village Vision and 
receive 10% off your order. Buon Appetito!

New Restaurants
Ezra’s now open in the bowling alley, and The Corner 

Cafe, in Rincones de Los Ranchos  will open in December
                                                             .
Fat Finch to open 
Fat Finch should be opening in Rincones de Los Ran-

chos as this issue is being delivered. Everything you ever 
wanted to know about birds.

 
The Village Trading Post:
The Village Trading Post is just that - a trading post. 

Old West stuff, furniture, collectibles. Interesting and fun. 
Nice folks. At 6700 Fourth.

 
Lease Law Ordinance
We have had several very serious issues concerning dogs 

not being on a lease. The Village has a lease law and we 
expect residents to obide by the ordinanced and keep their 
dogs on a lease. We are in the process of posting signs on 
the walking trails and will be issuing warnings when dogs 
are off lease.

Please Note
The area K sewer system is NOT ready to be tied into. 

Please do not connect to the sewer system in area K until 
you are told to do so.

Winter market hours
Note the winter market hours xxxxxxxxxxxxx

RailRunner Express
Watch for the RailRunner Express to be running  to Santa 

Fe on a regular schedule starting sometime in December 
of 2008. You can get more information by visiting the 
MRCOG website and clicking on the RailRunner link.

Los Ranchos Addresss!!
When renewing your driver’s license or ordering new 

checks or anything with a address please try and remem-
ber to include “Los Ranchos” as the address.
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You are all familiar with Sophia’s 
Place, the little restaurant just a few 
yards south of the Village on Fourth 
Street.  Well, here’s good news!  Chef/
owner Dennis Apodaca has opened a 
second restaurant, this one featuring 
‘fine dining’.  It’s called Ezra’s Place, 
after his son (Sophia is his daughter), 
and it’s located at 6132 Fourth Street, in 
the Lucky 66 Bowl, in the Village.

Now in case it sounds strange to you 
that a great restaurant should make its 
home in a bowling alley, you should 
be aware that Sadie’s Restaurant was 
originally located in this very same 
spot.  And Ezra’s Place is a very fine 
restaurant!  I was part of a group that 
arrived at Ezra’s early on its opening 
night, and walked up the ramp to the 
second floor of the building, anticipat-
ing good food, since Dennis is the chef.  
‘Good’ doesn’t begin to describe the 
dinner we had!

First of all, we passed a proper kitch-
en (remember Sophia’s tiny ovenless 
space?), and then the bar, and found 
ourselves in the pleasant dining room, 
furnished with booths and tables.  
Though it was early, the restaurant was 
filling up rapidly, with diners coming 
up the stairs from the bowling alley, as 
well as from the outside entrance at the 
rear of the building.  I’ll leave the food 
to our Village chef, Jeff Copeland, to 
describe, but just let me say that every-
thing was absolutely first class, nicely 
presented, and just what you would 
expect from Dennis.

In case you don’t remember, Dennis 
Apodaca was written up here a while 
back when he was demonstrating his 

talents at the Growers’ Market.   He 
has had a distinguished career as a 
chef, beginning his training at Chez 
Panisse under Chef Alice Waters, then 
moving to the Zuni Café. Both of these 
restaurants are in the San Francisco 
Bay Area, and always on anyone’s list 
of the hundred best restaurants in this 
country. Moving back to his roots in 
New Mexico, Dennis then cooked at 
the Coyote Café and Santacafe, both in 
Santa Fe, and both on the very best list 
in that city.

And then Dennis decided on a change 
of career, and went to nursing school! 
Yup!  And he was a year short of fin-
ishing the course when Matt Nichols, 
who at that time owned Fajitaville res-
taurant on Fourth Street, called to ask 
him to take over while Matt went on 
to open his second restaurant. At that 
point, Dennis decided that cooking was 
for him after all, bought the restaurant, 
turned it into Sophia’s Place, and the 
rest is history!

Now just because you don’t bowl 
doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy this great 
restaurant.  You can approach it by 
climbing the stairs from the bowling 
alley, or you can park at the rear of the 
building and walk up the ramp to the 
second floor.  As of this writing, there 
is a large sign painted on the outside 
beside the door, so you can hardly miss 
it. 

Ezra’s Place is open Tuesday through 
Saturday from 11:00 am until 9:00 pm, 
and on Sunday for brunch from 9:00 
am until 2:00 pm. Dennis said he is con-
centrating on dinner at this restaurant, 
because Sophia’s Place will continue in 

business serving breakfast and lunch, 
with chefs Art and Paulette in charge.  
However, lunch at Ezra’s is excellent, 
uncrowded (so far!), and if you’re really 
hungry, try the Ezra’s Special sandwich 
with pastrami and sauerkraut grilled 
and served with homemade thousand 
island dressing and Dennis’s French 
fries. Yum!!

I might also add that Ezra’s has a full 
liquor license, but right now, Dennis is 
serving wine and beer, and margaritas 
only.  The latter sound really interest-
ing. There are four variations on the 
basic margarita theme, adding differ-
ent flavorings: Rosarita – prickly pear; 
Scarlett – peach; Sophia – pomegran-
ate; and Marla – cointreau and lime 
and silver tequila.  I can see a tasting in 
my future!!

So go have a great meal at Dennis’s 
new digs.  You’ll probably run into us 
there! 

Ezra’s Place starts cooking above Lucky 66 Bowl
Destination Los Ranchos

Dennis Apodaca
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Ditch Writer

by Sue Brawley 

Growers‘ Market
The Winter Markets are the second 

Saturday of each month this year, 
from December to April, from 10 am to 
noon.  On December 13th, one will find 
winter squash, greens, apples, carrots 
and other root vegetables, hot house 
tomatoes, dried fruit, cold-weather 
bedding plants, dried flower arrange-
ments, paper-whites, house plants 
and cacti, and great gift ideas from 
the growers (goat cheese, honey, jam/
jellies) as well as the arts & crafts ven-
dors. Kelly Jo Designs and artist Alison 
Hudson will be business spotlights this 
month.  Weather permitting, the Arts 
& Crafts Market will be open 10 a.m. to 

noon every Saturday until Christmas.  
Depending on the weather, the market 
will either be held in its regular spot on 
the parking lot, or in the barn.

Thanks to Community Partners:
The Growers’ Market Board (a vol-

unteer-run organization: Sue Brawley, 
Cathy Lewandowski, Tom Fay, Phil 
Herlan, Lorilee McDowell, and Mary 
Moses) would like to express its appre-
ciation for all the support that has been 
received from the various Community 
Partners.  The support makes a differ-
ence!  

Thanks to Alvarado Elementary 
School, American Surf N’ Turf, Ber-
nalillo County Extension Services, Bow 
Wow Blues, Chile Expert Bruce God-

dard, Corva Rose/Divine Earth, Dave 
Palsce, Flying Star/Satellite Coffee, 
Jennifer James 101, Jericho Nursery, 
Joe Sausage, Kelly Jo Designs, Master 
Composter Larry Kloeppel, Chef Mia 
Maes, Poco Quatros Model A Club, 
Moses Kountry Health Food Store, 
New Mexico Farmers’ Marketing As-
sociation, Pasta Divina, Randy Sham-
lian, Roman’s Rain Reserves, Rainbow 
Roadrunner Car Club, Jim Sais, United 
Blood Services, Voter Registration, Vil-
lage of Los Ranchos, Herbalist Wendy 
Warner, and the Westside Journal.  
Thanks to Judy Griego for permitting 
use of her line drawings, to our many 
volunteers, and especially to our stu-
dent helpers Joe (CEC High School) 
and Mary (Valley High School).

Winter Markets arrive in December with new harvests

The playground equipment at Los 
Ranchos Elementary School is gleam-
ing this evening with a fresh coat of 
paint!  Fifteen-year-old Joshua Hone, a 
former student at Los Ranchos, chose 
to renovate the old peeling and badly 
chipped bars and swings as his Eagle 
Scout project, and give the equipment 
a new and sparkling look.

An Eagle project is one of manage-
ment and organization.  For his project, 
Josh, now a student at La Cueva High 
School,  put together a crew of volun-
teers comprised of friends from five dif-
ferent Scout troops (166 – Josh’s troop, 
280, 174, 17 (in Rio Rancho), and 703 (in 
Corrales).  He also recruited friends not 
in scouting, and some assorted parents. 
To help pay for the materials needed 
for the job (paint and primer, scrapers 
and sandpaper, rubber gloves, etc.), he 
looked for donors, and Los Ranchos 
landscaper, Steve Shelly, whose son 
is also an Eagle Scout, came up with 
some financial assistance. Loew’s also 
provided discounts for other material. 

The iron playground bars and swings 
were in pretty bad shape, and without 
very much of the old paint. The scraping 
and sanding was probably the worst of 
the job. When I arrived at the site, some 
of the equipment already had white 
primer applied, and the crew was wait-
ing for it to dry before proceeding with 
the top coat of paint. Josh was checking 
that all had gloves, and that primer 
was supplied to the painters, and new 
scrapers to those who needed them. 
And when lunch time arrived, Josh 
summoned the Scouts to gather for a 
brief Scouting grace, and then passed 
around boxes and boxes of assorted 
pizzas, supplied courtesy of Domino 
Pizza. And there was a surprise for 
dessert:  a birthday cake arrived with 
Josh’s parents, Jay Hone and Heather 
Wilson!  The day was, in fact, Josh’s 
fifteenth birthday!

Joshua Hone is a member of Scout-
ing’s Order of the Arrow, and will 
achieve the final badge for Eagle Scout 
in the next few weeks.  He told me he 
expects to hold his Eagle ceremony 
before the end of the year.  So here’s 
another fine young man to add to the 
group of new Eagle Scouts we’ve hon-
ored this year.  Congratulations to Josh 
Hone on a job well done!

Los Ranchos Elementary gains from Scout’s Eagle project
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On Patrol

by Sgt. Jason Lazo,
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s Dept. 

2008 is coming to an end and it 
seemed to fly by. As it nears its end with 
the upcoming holidays and all the joy, 
stress, and chaos that always seems to 
accompany them, I wanted to put out 
some basic safety tips to help keep you, 
your family, and your possessions safe 
this holiday season.

• Remember the three A’s of crime 
prevention: Be Aware of your surround-
ings, be Alert to suspicious people and 
vehicles, and Avoid dangerous situa-
tions to include not putting yourself in 
harm’s way.

• Carry only the amount of cash you 
think you may need, or preferably use 
a credit card, as it leaves a paper trail 
should it be stolen and used.

• When using an A.T.M., make sure 
that it is not in a secluded place and 

it is well lit. Never count your money 
outside your car.

• Avoid carrying many packages at 
once as it can make you look vulner-
able. Place all packages and gifts in the 
locked trunk of your car rather than on 
the seats where they are plainly vis-
ible.

• At home, do not display gifts where 
they can be easily seen from a window 
or doorway.

• Avoid follow- home robberies. As 
you drive home with your trunk full 
of packages, look for potential danger 
before entering your driveway. Do not 
enter your driveway or home if a sus-
picious vehicle has followed you home. 
Go to the nearest safe location and call 
the police.

• If you are confronted in your drive-
way, remain in your locked car with the 
windows up and honk your horn. The 
distance from your car to your front 

door is “no man’s land” so be alert to 
potential predators. Also make sure 
walkways, doorways, and driveways 
are well lit.

• Going out of town for the holi-
days? Have a friend or neighbor check 
on your home and leave emergency 
contact information with them and the 
police.

• If someone attacks you, just give up 
the property. There is nothing in your 
purse, wallet, or shopping bags worth 
serious injury or death!  At this point, 
being a good witness is important. Be-
ing able to describe the offender(s) in 
detail will help police greatly in appre-
hending them.

Stay safe this holiday season and 
take the time to truly enjoy everything 
the holidays stand for, to include fam-
ily, friends, and of course community. 
Happy Holidays and Best Wishes to 
all!

Nine easy tips to ensure your holidays remain safe

HOME ALONE�PET�SERVICES

Bonded -- Insured

897-7674

For�Loving At�Home�Care
When You�Can’t�Be�There!

Nutmeg

Pet of the Month: Cezanne

I have a unique name, because I’m a 
unique cat!  I have a bit of a sad story, 
but I’m hoping the story will have a 
very happy ending.  I was abandoned 
in an apartment, and I wandered to the 
neighbor’s house to find companion-
ship.  My neighbor was nice enough 
to bring me to Animal Humane to help 
me find a new home.  I’m an easy- go-
ing guy, just looking for someone to 
love me.  I love string toys and being 
brushed.  Come to Paws & Shop to 
meet me and I’m sure we’ll hit it off.  
I’m a 2- year-old lynx point and gray 
medium-haired cat.

Your�Health�&�Wellness�Coach�...
Where Your�Health�Is�My�Passion”

For�more�information�or�to�order

505-897-7477�/�800-897-7477

SAFE.

Nontoxic�&�Biodegradable
POWERFUL. GREEN.

www.shaklee.net/cindyrussell

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE

TO�FEEL 25 YEARS

YOUNGER
AND LIVE 25 YEARS

LONGER
DOESN’T EVERYONE DREAM OF
FEELING YOUNGER AND LIVING LONGER?

Thrift Store & Pet Adoptions
.

PAWS&SHOP

7901 4TH ST NW (JUST NORTH OF RANCHITOS) 505.217.3476

Pets love furniture.
WE LOVE BOTH.

We specialize in finding homes for unwanted furniture and pets.

Open 7 Days a week from 9 am – 5 pm
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Chief’s Corner

by Chief Greg Perez 

Driving through the Village of Los 
Ranchos, one can’t help but admire 
the rural setting, beautiful trees, and 
elaborate homes that make this such a 
sought after place to live. But have you 
ever wondered if there is more to the 
Village that is not always seen or may 
go unnoticed?  As the Fire Chief of the 
Village, I have had the opportunity to 
see all aspects of our Village from the 
amazing multi-million dollar homes to 
the small single family houses.  I have 
had the opportunity to visit with busi-
ness owners, attorneys, and doctors 
who call the Village home. I have also 
had the opportunity to visit the single 

mom, struggling to put food on the 
table, and the family living in a trailer 
with little or no heat. 

To honor this holiday season, the Vil-
lage of Los Ranchos Fire Department 
is joining with Sky Dog Art Gallery 
to reach out to some of our Village 
families who are in need of assistance. 
Throughout the month of November, 
we will be collecting non-perishable 
food items which we will donate to 
needy members of our community.  
From December 1st to the 13th, we will 
be focused on the less fortunate chil-
dren who call the Village home, and 
again the Fire Department and Sky Dog 
will be collecting toys, coats, socks, and 
undergarments.  The above items can 

be dropped off at the Fire Department 
at 6718 Rio Grande Blvd., or at Sky Dog 
Art Gallery at 7103 4th Street, Bldg. M.

On Saturday, December 13th, from 
4:00 to 7:00pm, at Sky Dog Art Gallery, 
there will take place a Holiday Show 
and Event, wrapping up the drive! 
There will be food and fun, and kids 
are welcome.  Admission will be by an 
unwrapped toy or non-perishable food 
item.  

The holidays are a great time to come 
together to help those in need.  This 
year we are focusing on our own com-
munity, so please join us in making this 
holiday season a little more enjoyable 
for those residents doing the best they 
can to survive on their own.

Sky Dog and LRFD hosting holiday charity drive
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Los Ranchos’ crown shines a little 
less brightly tonight.  One of its bright-
est jewels is with us no more.  The Vil-
lage’s author laureate, Tony Hillerman, 

passed away today, October 26th.  His 
death is a loss not only for the Village, 
where he lived for a very long time, but 
for the whole literary world. For any-
one who enjoyed reading novels about 
the American West, Tony Hillerman’s 
mysteries were favorites. You will 
have read long and detailed obituaries 
and articles about him, so this is a more 
personal tribute.

 A delightful and always friendly 
gentleman, Tony could be seen occa-
sionally walking through our Grow-
ers’ Market, seeming to me as though 
he might be gathering atmosphere for 
another book. Whenever I called, he 
patiently put up with amateurs like 
me who bothered him for favors. I oc-
casionally asked him to write bits for 
the Village Vision, and when he finally 
decided to write an article on his home 
territory for the Smithsonian Maga-
zine, he gave me permission not only 
to print it here, but to shorten it to fit 
our magazine’s pages.

 The last time I spoke with him, I 

had brought him three copies of what 
turned out to be his final novel to be 
signed for gifts.  He had forgotten I had 
an appointment, but invited me in and 
we sat in his sunny study and chatted 
for half an hour while he signed my 
books. We discussed the geologic map 
of the Navajo Reservation which hung 
on his wall, and we also talked about 
the Grand Canyon, and the terrible 
plane crash which had taken place 
there years ago, and about which my 
geologist/river-runner husband had 
some information. (That crash had 
been included in one of his later nov-
els.) Though not in the best of health, 
he was interesting and interested, and 
funny, and though I didn’t know him 
well enough to call him more than an 
acquaintance, it was always a joy to 
speak with him.  

Tony Hillerman was eighty-three 
years old at his death, and is survived 
by his wife, Marie, their six children, 
and legions of friends, fans, and admir-
ers. 

More sadness.  The Village’s great-
great-great-grandmother, Mrs. Anita 
Gonzales-Dimas, passed away on 
October 28th, just before reaching her 
one-hundred-eighth birthday. Born on 
Christmas Eve, 
1900, in Gallup, 
New Mexico, 
Mrs. Dimas and 
her carpenter 
husband, Benja-
min, moved to the 
Village and built 
a small adobe 
home on Fourth 
Street. And there 
she lived ever since, staying after the 
death of her husband, tending the 
house and yard. There she raised nine 
children, seven of whom survive her. 
Until recently, she could be seen early 
every morning, weeding and sweeping 
in her yard.

A few years ago this December, 
Mayor Abraham and the Trustees gave 
Mrs. Dimas a special birthday party just 
before Christmas.  My husband picked 
her up in his Model A, and drove her 

to Village Hall, 
where she was 
serenaded with 
Christmas and 
birthday songs, 
and where a 
Christmas tree 
was planted in 
her honor.  She 
loved the festivi-
ties! That tree will 

continue to glow every holiday season 
in her memory.

Anita Dimas leaves a remarkable fam-
ily.  I think she must have been related 
to half the residents of the Village, for I 
kept meeting more of them.  Remember 
los hijos de Salomon y Aurelia Sanchez 

from the February issue of the Village 
Vision? They are part of her family. In 
all, Mrs. Dimas is survived by 43 grand-
children, 102 great-grandchildren, 
86 great-great-grandchildren, and 30 
great-great-great-grandchildren! The 
Village of Los Ranchos will miss her.

PAT�COLMAN
(505)�249-6407
agcrage@aol.com

7809�4th�Street�NW

Located�at�Legacy�Antiques

Los�Ranchos,�NM�87107

pottery,�porcelain�&

china�restoration

In Memoriam
Tony Hillerman
Both literature and the Village lost one of its best with the death of author Tony Hillerman.

Anita Gonzales-Dimas
The Village’s most famous elder, Anita Gonzales- Dimas leaves behind a vast family legacy.

She is survived by 43 grandchil-
dren, 102 great-grandchildren, 
and 86 great-great-grandchil-
dren, and 30 great-great-great-
grandchildren.

GoodStephanie

Your North Valley Real Estate Expert

(505) 280-5053
StephanieKeyesGood@gmail.com

Keller Williams Realty
(505) 271-8200

Wishing your family 
Happy Holidays!
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The Village has lost another well-
known resident.  On September 12th, 
Bruce Cravens passed away following 
a long illness. 

He was eighty-seven years old.   Born 
January 13, 1921 in St. Louis, MO, and 
raised in Oak Park, IL, Mr. Cravens 
enlisted in the United States Army Air 
Corps following graduation from high 
school, to serve in WWII. He received 
his Bombardier diploma July 1, 1944 
from AAF Bomb School in Deming, 
NM.  His flight squadron was deployed, 
by secret orders, to Barking Sands Air 
Combat Center, Kauai. Squadron #819 
Oahu flew many bombing missions 
throughout the Pacific during World 
War II, the most notable over Iwo Jima 
in their B-24, attacking Mount Surib-

achi and protecting the Marines trying 
to secure Iwo Jima. 

After the war, 1st Lieutenant Bruce 
Cravens married Norma Jean Bullis, 
sister of his Chief Pilot James S. Bullis, 
Jr. Following the war, he was gradu-
ated from Northwestern University 
and returned to California, eventually 
settling in San Marino, CA to raise his 
family. Bruce spent many years in com-
mercial real estate, first for Signal Oil 
Company and then as an independent 
broker. Bruce and Jean relocated to Los 
Ranchos, NM in 1976, and he spent the 
rest of his working years as a developer 
and residential builder, most notably 
with daughter, Susie Fairchild, Real-
tor. 

Bruce was preceded in death by his 

beloved wife, Jean Bullis Cravens.  He 
is survived by his brother Earl Cra-
vens; three daughters, Susie Fairchild 
(partner Doug Vaughan), twins Patti 
Cravens Reed (Steve), Paula Jean Siev-
ers (John); seven grandchildren, Jeff 
Fairchild, Jeanne Fairchild, Chris Reed 
(wife Jess), twins Julie and Alex Reed, 
Catelin Sievers, and Hilary Sievers. 
Bruce was an avid golfer into his 80’s 
and maintained a 12 handicap, often 
walking 36 holes at the Albuquerque 
Country Club. 

He was cherished by his devoted 
family, and many business and per-
sonal friends, the closest of which was 
Leo Bartolucci.  Donations may be 
made in his name to the Northwestern 
University Alumni Association.

In Memoriam
Bruce Cravens
A prominent Village WWII veteran and real estate broker died this September at the age of 87.

532 Osuna Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113

505.338.3000
admission@sandiaprep.org  

The North Valley’s closest 
secondary school.

Accepting applications for grades 
6-12 for Fall 2009; call today
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www.sandiaprep.org

We like Prep’s emphasis on 
academic excellence and 
the well-rounded program 
designed to develop the 
individual, leader and citizen.” 

- Jay & Kathy Weingardt, parents of 
Kendall ’10, Collin ’12 & Karin ’15

“

Los Ranchos Grower, Mary Moses, wrote 
us and sent some photos. We thought you’d 
enjoy them!

 Mary said: “My garden was zapped by the 
frost last night, but I had gathered most of 
the harvest in anticipation of such an event. 
We spread out a six foot compost pile and 

besides the butternut and Kaboda squash we 
planted, everything else in the pile came up 
also!  This is no big deal to regular farmers, 
but for us this was the best we’ve ever done! 
We are very puzzled by the fact that there are 
no squash bugs, and if anyone can explain 
that to us, please do.

We would like to do a repeat performance 

next year! The pile of squash pictured is in 
addition to all we’ve all ready sold at the Los 
Ranchos Growers’ Market. P. S.  Having bee-
hives I’m sure helped!”

You can visit Mary at her booth at the Grow-
ers’ Market. She’s at the north end with all 
the pretty flowers, and blackberries when 
they’re in season!  
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by Sharon Rhutasel-Jones 

Ask Roberta Beyer about birds and 
the words come tumbling out like 
gifts out of Santa’s bag on Christmas 
Eve.  “There is something wonderfully 
universal about birds,” she says as she 
talks about her childhood passion.  Re-
cently, she decided to leave her career 
as a lawyer and 
open The Fat 
Finch, a shop 
that will allow 
her to follow 
that passion.  
In deciding 
to make the 
change, Rober-
ta recalled Carl 
Jung’s advice 
about getting 
in touch with 
the creative 
self: focus on 
the things you 
loved as a 
child.  

At eight, Roberta became a member 
of the Audubon Society.  “I wanted 
to become an ornithologist before 
grownups started to run my life,” she 
explains as she talks about opening 
The Fat Finch, a shop for birdwatchers, 
for those who would like to learn about 
birds, and for those who simply admire 
their beauty.  In fact, she sees her shop, 
located at 7528 Fourth St. in the new 
Plaza at Rincones de Los Ranchos (just 
south of Ranchitos) as a gift to the Vil-
lage, a gift that will allow her to teach 
others about birds.

Roberta’s teaching will be multifac-
eted.  “When you get people excited 
about birds, you get people excited 
about conservation.  In a small way, 
it’s about saving the planet,” she points 
out.  There will be books about birds in 
The Fat Finch, and Roberta plans work-
shops on things like bird watching for 
beginners; on gardening to attract birds; 

and, of course, on the 
connection between 
birds and conserva-
tion.  She will do 
bird walks within 
the Village and teach 
people about wild 
bird rescue.  She will 
even teach cat lovers 
how to attract birds 
without endanger-
ing them!

Bird watching is 
the second biggest 
hobby in the coun-
try, just behind gar-
dening, according 
to Roberta.  One im-

portant goal of The Fat Finch will be to 
get people interested in bird watching 
and to support those who are already 
involved in the hobby.

The shop, set to open mid Novem-
ber, will also offer a unique shopping 
experience.  Roberta will carry feeders, 
bird seed, and bird houses as well as 
decorator items--bird motif lamps, 
bird-related art, and kitchen and din-
ing room decor--for Villagers who 
want to feather their own nests a bit.  
There will even be note cards, clothing, 
one-of-a-kind handbags, and jewelry.  

A preview of all that The Fat Finch will 
offer is available at www.fatfinch.com.

“The shop will be a perfect place to 
shop for unique Christmas gifts in all 
price ranges,” Roberta says.  Children 
can find gifts to give beginning at only 
$2.00 for a seed feeder.

The Fat Finch’s restful terra cotta and 
pine green color scheme will encour-
age quiet browsing through the vari-
ous interest centers and nestling into 
comfortable chairs to read from the 
library of bird books that Roberta will 
provide.

Sometimes gifts are things we can 
tie up with ribbons and give on special 
occasions for special reasons. Some-
times gifts are visual delights.  And 
sometimes gifts are words that help us 
explore new things. Roberta Beyer will 
offer all three at the Fat Finch.

The Fat Finch: a new Village shop for bird lovers

Village ad.indd   1 10/15/08   8:47:25 PM

“When you get 
people excited 
about birds, you get 
people excited about 
conservation. In a 
small way, it’s about 
saving the planet.”

New Business

Roberta Beyer
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Another new business has opened on Fourth Street, this 
one bringing a touch of the Olde West to the Village.  The 
Village Trading Post is located in the adobe building at 6700 
Fourth Street NW, and it really does resemble one of the old 
posts on the reservation. No food here, but lots of interest-
ing goods for sale from jewelry, a few pots, rugs, paintings, 
stained glass, baskets, an occasional musical instrument,  to 
antique toys. Cow skulls trimmed with paint and beads and 
appliqués by Joy’s son, Jay, an artist. And there is furniture 
– old stuff bought at sales and flea markets, and repaired, 
painted, and reupholstered if necessary. A fun round table 
covered with a mosaic in the Coca Cola motif stood in a 
corner.

And the owners are pretty interesting, too. The Trading 
Post is owned by two couples: Jess and Barbara Montoya 
(and their two-year-old daughter, Jessy), and Mike and Joy 
Clark. These folks have been collecting ‘stuff’ for years, and 
decided to open a store to sell and buy and trade things. Yes, 
I did say “trade”! If you have something you want to trade 
for something in the Post, take it over and talk to these folks.  
The Montoyas and Clarks have an interesting theme by 
which they live:  help each other, and help others until they 
can help themselves. Do not tolerate selfishness in business, 
and try to always live by that code of friendship.  

And there’s more! Jess Montoya and Mike Clark are real 
cowboys! They have a gunfighting reenactment group, 
which used to perform at Las Golondrinas. They do charity 
work for the Elks, and put on pioneer days performances 
using a real chuckwagon. They do movie work, for other 
companies and for their own small movie company – they 
have their own camera and equipment. They’ve done movie 
and stunt work since they appeared in Wyatt Earp in 1994, 
and recently appeared in Terminator 4 (Jess) and Appaloosa 
(Mike).  When you drop in, ask Jess to show you his pairs 
of Crockett spurs, made in the 1920’s, one pair of which was 
used in the movie Blood and Sand, and was worn by Jess’ 
grandfather, who was a stunt double for Rudolph Valen-
tino!

The Village Trading Post is open Tuesday through Satur-
day from 10am to 6pm, and on Sunday from 10am until 3pm. 
The phone number is 349 – 5623.  It’s a fascinating place with 
interesting people. Drop in when you’re looking for stock-
ing stuffers! You’re bound to find something interesting. 
And maybe we should plan on having a gunfight as part of 
our Anniversary celebration in the Village!

If there’s a great cook or a foodie 
on your Christmas list this year, you 
might want to consider either or both 
of these cookbooks as a nice gift. Both 
are published by the Village’s Rio 
Grande Books, and both are available 
at Bookworks on Rio Grande Blvd., 
among other shops.

The first book is a small and delight-
ful softcover volume called Cooking 
with Lavender, by Suzanne T. Smith. 
From the familiar photograph of the 
lavender fields at Los Poblanos on 
the cover to the final two recipes for 
lavender crunchies for pets, this book 
is filled with innovative and what 
promise to be very tasty recipes using 
the Village’s favorite herb. The book 
begins with some excellent information 
on the history of lavender, selecting the 
proper type, growing it, preparing it 
for use, and where to buy it. Then fol-
low recipes for a great variety of foods 
from appetizers and first courses, 
through entrees, veggies, beverages, 
and desserts. The recipes are not com-
plicated, and should appeal to a clever 
home cook.  I particularly enjoyed one 
for spiced lavender-fried apples, which 
are delicious with roast pork or pork 
chops. 

The second cookbook is a handsome, 
also softcover, volume called Our Fa-

vorite Recipes, and is subtitled “Tried 
and True Recipes from the First Four 
Years of Albuquerque The Magazine”. 
This book boasts not only interest-
ing recipes, but some really stunning 
photography of various dishes and 
the chefs who produced them.  Four of 
those chefs should be especially famil-
iar to Villagers. First, Randy Shamlian 
is a Village resident.  You will recognize 
him as one of the vendors at the Los 
Ranchos Growers’ Market, where he 
sells his yummy homemade pies and 
foccaccia bread. His recipe for Oyster 
Mushroom Fettuccine Alfredo with 
Pancetta also appeared in the pages of 
the Village Vision, since Randy is also 
our food columnist.

Next, take note of Brian Stafford, 
executive chef at Sadie’s New Mexico, 
long a favorite restaurant in the Village. 
Brian is represented by a tasty recipe 
for Betty’s Rancho Burger on French 
Bread.  If that sounds like what you 
want for dinner (or a hearty lunch!), 
it’s not too complicated to make for 
yourself, although how hard is it to run 
down Fourth Street for a plate of the 
real thing at Sadie’s!  

Then we come to Villager Peter 
Lukes, whose elegant restaurant, Terra 
American Bistro, is located just outside 
the Village on Alameda Blvd.  Peter of-
fers the recipe for one of his standard 
and delicious menu items, Slow Braised 
Beef Pot Roast with Red Cabbage and 
Cinnamon Glaze. I guess one could say 

this is one of Peter’s specialties, and it 
certainly is a favorite of anyone who 
has the pleasure of dining at Terra. 
Talk about comfort food!

Finally, we come to Mia Maes, who 
is almost an honorary Villager due to 
her regular appearances at the Grow-
ers’ Market, as well as at Lavender in 
the Village, where she has for the last 
several years demonstrated methods of 
cooking with lavender. For this cook-
book, Mia offers a recipe for Chipotle-
Maple Marinated Pork Tenderloin, an 
incredibly tasty feast for those who 
like to grill. It’s served with mashed 
butternut squash, plenty of which can 
be found at the Grower’s Market these 
days.  This is another fine cold weather 
meal!

You should note that Our Favorite 
Recipes was voted Best in Show Book-
sellers’ Choice at the 2008 Mountains 
and Plains Independent Booksellers 
Meeting! And the Village’s LPD Press/
Rio Grande Books is a finalist in the 
2008 New Mexico Book Awards. Win-
ners will be announced on November 
21, 2008.

Two cookbooks feature the best of Village’s cuisine
Village Trading Post selling a medley of wares

New Business

Jess, Jessy, and Barbara Montoya
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Watercolorist Fran Ryan sells her paintings as part of the Historic Guadalupe Trail Art Studio Tour, which took place on 
October 4th and 5th. The weather cooperated and the Tour attracted many visitors to the seven studios which were open. 
A busy time was had by all!

Well, it’s had several name changes, 
but I think we now have the final ver-
sion!  Aaron Worrell and his family 
will close their Sandwich Time shop 
on November 15th, and open their new 
restaurant at 7520 Fourth Street NW 
in the up and coming Rincones de Los 
Ranchos shopping center (just south 
of Ranchitos) soon.  And I thought the 
grand opening was going to happen 
before Thanksgiving, but just today 
(November 5th), I was given the word 
that it will now be December before that 
happens.  Contractors, you know...

At any rate, the final details are still 
being decided, but basically this will be 
a full service restaurant, open 7:00am 
to 5:00pm, Monday through Friday; 
8:00am to 3:00pm on Saturday; and 
on Sunday from 8:00am until 2:00pm. 
Aaron is finalizing the menu, but I 
know that, of course, his delicious 
sandwiches will be available, there 

will be a deli counter for take out, but 
there will also be a complete menu, 
featuring an expanded breakfast (pe-
can waffles! YUM!), a soup of the day, 
and an assortment of seasonal salads.   
Then Aaron described one of his en-
trees to me: Salisbury steak, grilled or 
pan fried, with mashed potatoes with 
roasted garlic, and gravy! 

Now cool weather is coming on as I 
write this, and by the time you read it, 
it will be cold.  That last item sounds 
like winter comfort food to me… and 
I’m just waiting to hear what else will 
be on that menu! Oh, and, when warm 
weather returns, there will be a really 
pretty patio, with a fountain, available 
for outdoor dining. 

In the January issue, there will be a 
coupon for you all to use to try Aaron’s 
great food. Patience, patience….  Con-
tractors tend to be slow, as we all know!   
This café will be worth waiting for! 

Sandwich Time to become the new Corner Cafe

Aaron Worrell

Photo Feature
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Jane Abrams will be exhibiting selec-
tions of new paintings in the Transitions 
Gallery of the Albuquerque Museum 
from December 14th through March 
3rd, 2009.  A public opening will take 
place on Sunday, January 11th, from 
2:00 to 4:00 pm.

 The title of the exhibition is “Feral 
Flora” and will include work inspired 
by the open space in the Village of Los 
Ranchos.  

The painting entitled “Beyul” was 
inspired by a large artichoke plant 
thriving in the open space public gar-

dens. The painting was begun at the 
Bemis Center for Contemporary Arts, 
Omaha, Nebraska, where Jane was art-
ist in residence during September and 
October, 2007. 

The work was completed in February 
2008 in her Los Ranchos studio.

“Beyul,” oil on linen, 58” x 104” diptych, 2008

“Feral Flora” exhibition by Jane Abrams opening

by Debbie Salazar Stuart 

Red Rock Rose was “GREEN” before 
they realized it could be “Fashion-
able”.   

Debbie Salazar Stuart is a North Val-
ley native who currently owns a vin-
tage boutique and is a member of the 
popular Antique Mile.  But her rustic 
roots, graphic design talent, and busi-
ness sense needed another challenge.  
She realized the popularity of the retro 
Cowgirl and the nostalgic appeal of 
things recycled, rugged and rustic, but 
with a trendy and glamorous use and 
appearance.  Voila!! Red Rock Rose 
was born. 

Red Rock Rose sells terrific one-of-a-
kind gifts and accessories with a retro 
cowgirl vibe.  They reuse rustic roof 

tin, scrap metal, bottle caps and beads, 
vintage prayer cards and antique pho-
tos, to produce trendy roof tin picture 
frames and concho belts, gypsy junk 
bead necklaces, custom belt buckles, 
playful earrings, funky magnets, and 
even children’s jewelry.  She also relies 
on some hand-picked local talent to 
help her with some of their handcraft-
ed items.  Maxine Sloan, Traci Mac, 
J. Wynne and Ricardo Ortiz are just 
a few.  Many items are customizable.  
These artists can incorporate your pho-
tos, drawings and your personal senti-
ments.  Prices range from $4 for gift 
tins, to just under $300 for authentic 
Native American jewelry.

Through its fun and entertaining 
website, www.RedRockRose.com , Red 
Rock Rose sells online, over the phone, 

and at retail stores.  Their innovative 
and exciting line is currently sold at 
Accents, 7209 Fourth Street NW, Los 
Ranchos. Phone 505.898.4488.  But 
check out their website for other loca-
tions throughout the city and state.

Debbie would like to expand her line 
by including more clothing and home 
accessories.  Red Rock Rose has made 
an appearance this past summer at Lav-
ender in the Village in Los Ranchos, and 
is scheduled to appear at the upcoming 
wine festivals.  Red Rock Rose will also 
be featured in stores throughout Texas 
and Oklahoma next spring.  

If you need a gift for the person who 
has everything, or just want something 
unusual for yourself, be sure to visit 
Red Rock Rose. It’s “Green”, “Retro” 
and fun! Rock-n-Rose!

Red Rock Rose selling rustic jewelry and trinkets
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by Dan Shaw 

New Mexico is an arid or semi-arid 
region, yet stretching from north to 
south exists a lush riparian forest, the 
Bosque, nestled along the Rio Grande.  
This oasis- like stretch of green vegeta-
tion canopied by trees like cottonwood, 
claims home to numerous flora, fauna 
and ecological issues; including flood-
ing and fire. 

For a semi-arid region, there is ex-
traordinary biodiversity within the 
Bosque and surrounding ecosystems.  
The fact that this unique ecosystem 
exists throughout New Mexico cre-
ates a great need for understanding its 
biologic function.  Collecting abiotic 
and biotic data helps to make informed 
management decisions on how to ef-
fectively care for this area. 

The solution to research and data 
collection began as an educational 
outreach effort in 1996 orchestrated by 
UNM Biology Chair emeritus, Dr. Cliff 
Crawford. Originally, Dr. Crawford or-
ganized 80 volunteers to help with data 
collection.  Over the years, Dr. Craw-
ford’s efforts have grown to include 
over 3,700 K-12 public, private, paro-
chial, pueblo and home schooled par-
ticipants each year.  Student volunteers 
work with their teachers, UNM Bosque 
Interns and staff to collect and provide 
accurate data to the greater community.  
This program, the Bosque Ecosystem 
Monitoring Program (BEMP), contin-
ues to provide real, hands-on environ-
mental education to thousands of New 
Mexico students each year while also 
providing a valuable resource to our 
scientific community.

The Bosque Ecosystem Monitor-
ing Program (BEMP) is a joint project 
of the University of New Mexico’s 
Biology Department (UNM) and the 
Black Institute for Environmental 
Studies at Bosque School. This collab-
orative program involves over 30 New 
Mexico public, private, pueblo, and 
home schools in long-term ecological 
research to monitor key indicators of 
structural and functional change in the 
Middle Rio Grande riparian forest, or 

“Bosque.”  BEMP has 24 established 
monitoring sites stretching 144 miles 
from Ohkay Owingeh (San Juan) Pueb-
lo in the north to Lemitar in the south.   
The data derived is shared with local, 
state, tribal, and federal government 
agencies for analyzing and managing 
the Bosque.  The high level of confi-

dence in student-collected data under-
lies the interpretations and conclusions 
presented in BEMP public reports. 

BEMP is also the outreach component 
of the National Science Foundation 
funded Sevilleta Long-Term Ecologi-
cal Research (LTER) program at UNM. 
The demonstrated and ongoing goal for 

BEMP is to provide resource managers 
with reliable data and interpretation 
regarding the environmental condi-
tions of the Rio Grande’s Bosque, while 
providing a model science education 
program that is consistent with national 
science education reform efforts. 

Users of student collected BEMP 
data and findings include the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, US Army Corps 
of Engineers, Middle Rio Grande Con-
servancy District, the Interstate Stream 
Commission, various Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, the City of Al-
buquerque Open Space and a variety 
of tribal, state, and local governments. 
Protocols and data presentations are 
developed to be consistent with agency 
guidelines and needs. In so doing, 
BEMP findings are readily accessible 
and helpful for Rio Grande and Bosque 
managers and decision makers. 

Collected data are of two kinds: 1) 
abiotic (e.g., groundwater levels and 
quality, water levels in adjacent ditch-
es, and precipitation), and 2) biotic 
(e.g., native and exotic tree and shrub 
productivity, fire risk and fuel loading 
and indicator surface arthropod activ-
ity).  Program participants also collect 
ground water samples for quality, air 
and soil temperature, plant cover data, 
and fire risk as represented through 
fuel loading. Data analysis reveals how 
long-term and seasonal water avail-
ability can influence the diversity and 
abundance of native cottonwood and 
willow and introduced salt cedar and 
Russian olive -- all trees of great eco-
logical and cultural significance. The 
research directly considers the poten-
tial, presence, absence, and effects of 
the Rio Grande’s two major ecological 
drivers:   fire and flood.

The mission of the Bosque Ecosystem 
Monitoring Program (BEMP) is collab-
orative long-term ecological monitor-
ing of key abiotic and biotic processes 
and characteristics to promote con-
tinued education, understanding and 
stewardship of the riparian ecosystem 
to scientists, teachers, students, policy 
makers and the public.

For more information, contact the 
BEMP Coordinator, Dan Shaw at 
Bosque School 505-898-6388 or for 
scheduling classroom participation in 
BEMP contact the BEMP Education 
Coordinator, Kimi Scheerer at 505-898-
6388 or ksche@bosqueschool.org.

The Bosque Ecosystem Monitoring Program
A collaborative program between UNM’s Biology Department and the Bosque School is 

collecting critical ecological data about the wilderness of the Rio Grande Valley
The BEMP is currently funded by:

Albuquerque Community Foundation
Bernalillo County

Bosque School 
Educational Foundation of America

McKee/Crawford Foundation
Messengers of Healing Winds Foundation

Middle Rio Grande Bosque Initiative/U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Middle Rio Grande Conservancy District

National Science Foundation’s Schoolyard Education Program 
at UNM’s Sevilleta Long Term Ecological Research Site

New Mexico Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts 
PNM Inc.

Sandoval County
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Bosque Restoration Program

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
7 Bar Foundation.

Participating schools and partnering organizations include:

Albuquerque Biopark 
Horizon Academy West 

John F. Kennedy Middle School
La Academia Esperanza
La Cueva High School
Los Lunas High School

New Mexico Museum Young Explorers Program
Ohkay Owingeh Community School

Ohkay Owingeh Pueblo
Pueblo of Santa Ana

Rio Grande Elementary
River Retrievers Home School Group

Santo Domingo Middle School
Santo Domingo Pueblo

School on Wheels Alternative HS
Van Buren Middle School

Washington Middle School
Albuquerque. Institute of Math & Science

Bandelier Elementary
Bernalillo High School

Bosque School
Cottonwood Valley Charter School

Dolores Gonzales Elementary
Duranes Elementary

East Mountain High School
Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary

Gallup Middle School
Harrison Middle School
Hoover Middle School
Hope Christian School

Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge
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As part of the “Keep Los Ranchos Beautiful Trek for Trash” campaign, Girl Scouts, Soccer Teams, 
Schools, and Residents came together to remove tons of trash, weeds and unwanted debris from the Vil-
lage. Public education and community support are paramount to the success of our program.

The Village appreciates all of the time the volunteers gave to present a positive image of our great com-
munity. “Thank you,” to Girl Scout Troop 59, NM Clash Pride Soccer Team, North Valley Academy, 
and the El Paraiso Neighborhood Association.

The following letters are from participants and beneficiaries of the campaign.

Keeping the Village of Los Ranchos Beautiful

Thanks so much to the Village for 
sponsoring this event!

 A total of eleven households from the 
El Paraiso Neighborhood Association 
participated in cleaning their yards, 
plus the street areas directly around 
their front yards.

We also targeted an area around the 

Fruit Basket (a commercial area) where 
trash, leaves, etc., had accumulated.

Unfortunately, we did not take any 
pictures.

Several participants suggested that 
we continue this event as a monthly 
activity, sponsored by the El Paraiso 
Neighborhood Association.  We would 

designate, for example, the second Sat-
urday of each month as the “official” 
clean up day, and volunteers would 
haul the collected trash to the dump.

We’re going to give it a try!

Jaime
Neighborhood Association President

Campaign spurs new clean-up efforts in El Paraiso neighborhood

By participating in the Trek for Trash 
Project in the Village of Los Ranchos de 
Albuquerque, the New Mexico Pride 
soccer team learned several things. One 
thing we learned was that with a small 
group of participants we were able to 
cover a very large area and clean up a 
lot of trash. We also learned that clean-
ing up isn’t very hard and that we can 
turn anything into a game. After a short 
time, several of the partner groups 
were competing against each other to 
see who could pick up the most trash 

and fill their bags the fastest.
Something that we learned from this 

experience, which we are now apply-
ing to our daily lives, is that it is impor-
tant for us to clean up after ourselves. 
As a team, we produce a good deal of 
trash at practice and during our games. 
When we are on the field, the sidelines 
are usually filled with water bottles 
and snack and gum wrappers. Since 
participating in the Clean Space Proj-
ect, we are very careful to make sure 
that we clean up all of our trash, and 

often trash that isn’t even ours, before 
we leave the field. We have also started 
using more re-useable water bottles so 
that we aren’t producing as much trash 
as we have in the past.

Possibly the most important thing 
that we learned from this experience is 
that, if we all do our parts and clean up 
after ourselves, everywhere we go can 
be a clean space.

NM Clash Pride Soccer Team
Participated on September 29, 2008

NM Clash Pride Soccer Team gains new experiences from Trek for Trash

Mayor 
Village of Los Ranchos 
de Albuquerque
6718 Rio Grande Blvd. NW
Los Ranchos, NM 87107

Dear Sirs:
I am a crew member of the “Morning 

Majesty, Mariah III, & Mountain Mist” 
hot air balloon team. Our team consists 
of Pilots Lee Bregitzer and Don Tomsic, 
assorted Albuquerque team members, 
Colorado team members, California 
Team members, and, of course, myself 
and others from Rio Rancho. 

During Balloon Fiesta we were in-
formed that the Village of Los Ranchos 
had opened up a space for landings 
along the Paseo del Norte and 4th 

Street area. This was good news as 
landing spaces in the North Valley are 
few and not necessarily safe. Knowing 
that we had over forty acres available 
for landing was great. 

Sure enough on Saturday, October 
4th, we had the good fortune to land 
at the open space in the Village. Nor-
mally, when we land in a space, the 
first order of business is to “police” 
the area for trash that might give the 
balloon envelope problems. Much to 
our surprise, the area was spotless, so 
landing and packing up our balloon 
was done quickly and efficiently, since 
we didn’t have to clean up first. 

It was nice to see that such a large 
area of open space was litter free. As 
balloonists we see a lot of trash and lit-

ter, usually the first fifteen minutes af-
ter landing is just cleaning up the area 
so that we can lay the balloon envelope 
down for packing. Most ordinary en-
velopes cost in the $15,000 to $35,000 
ranges. If the envelope is damaged 
during landing or packing, it can cost 
the owners from $100 to thousands of 
dollars for repairs, especially during 
Balloon Fiesta, since there is only one 
repair shop in Albuquerque. 

So from our pilots and crew mem-
bers, who all were impressed with the 
cleanliness of the open space, thank you 
so much for such a fine landing site. 

From the Pilots and Crew of the Morn-
ing Majesty, Mariah III, and Mountain 
Mist Balloon Team.

Balloonists gain from cleaner open spaces

The NM Clash Pride Soccer Team. Front Row: Alan Senn, Isabela Lopez, Renee Brinson, Laura Trost, Megan Senn, Jaycee Wheeler, Alejandra 
Chavez. Allison Ehlert. Back Row: Jeanne Senn, Kris Wheeler., Hanna Phillips, Anthony Chavez, Kayla Alcala, Maurice Lopez, Bridget Alcala.

Girl Scouts Troop 59. Front row: Jasmine Sedillo, Christina Martinez, Rapture Goldsmith, Shelby Frese, Lily Means, Bailey Flores, Cosette 
Jaramillo. Middle Row: Destinee Sedillo, Rebekah Pacheco, Johanna Michaelson, Marian Means, Jessica Nuñez, Ruby Alford, Hedy Ward. Back 
Row: Debbie Flores, Sonya Chavez, Mary Homan, Josephine Martinez, Jennifer Means, Kathy Frese, Jason Ward, Pat Nuñez, Gina Mahfouz, 
Valerie Jaramillo, Ian Jaramillo, Ellen Dornan
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Thanksgiving 341-0831

Thurs�-�Saturday�5�-�9pm
Sundays�5�-�8pm

Hours:

6855�Fourth�Street�NW���•���Los�Ranchos,�NM�97107

Mon | 11am�-�2pm����• Tues�- Thur | 11am�-�8:30pm
Fri�-�Sat | 7:30am�-�9pm����•���Sun | 7:30am�-�8:30pm

890-9150

We�will�be�open�all�day�Wednesday,�November�26th,
from�7:30am-8;00pm. Thanksgiving�Eve,�for�bakery

pick-ups�and�our�Sixth Annual�Family�Feast.

Roasted Turkey�&�Glazed�Honey�Ham,�Mashed
Potatoes, Turkey�Dressing�&�Gravy,�Buttered�Corn
&�Green�Bean�Casserole�Homebaked�Bread��$12.95

We�are�now�taking�reservations�for�parties�of�6�or�more.
We�will�be�closed Thursday, Thanksgiving�Day,

but�be�sure�to�join�us�Friday�morning�for�breakfast

Remember no dishes to clean-up

let us worry about the mess!!

DON'T FORGET TO ORDER

YOUR HOLIDAY TREATS!

Thanksgiving

Wines of Spain
Wednesday, November 19, 6:30pm

Four-Course�Dinner�with�some�of

the�best�vineyards�in�Spain!

Call for Reservations!

30" x 84"

Vinyl

Digital

Notes

SIZE

FABRIC

INKS
Illustrations are provided as reasonable representations of printed inks on fabric or vinyl.

SOLE PROPERTY OF STREET DECOR INC. @ COPYRIGHTED 2008 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. ANY REPRODUCTIONS IN WHOLE OR IN PART IS STRICTLY
PROHIBITED. THE DESIGNS PORTRAYED IN THIS PICTURE ARE COPYRIGHTED AND CAN NOT BE REPRODUCED IN ANY WAY WITHOUT EXPRESSED PERMISSION.

Los Ranchos

Client

5/14/08EDIT  6

~�Gift�Certificates�Available�~~�Gift�Certificates�Available�~

-Relieve�your�winter-dry�skin�&�Holiday�stress
with�a�Therapeutic�Massage�or�Facial!

-Relieve�your�winter-dry�skin�&�Holiday�stress
with�a�Therapeutic�Massage�or�Facial!

Tues-Fri: 9 am-7 pm • Sat: 9 am-5 pm •  Sun & Mon: By Appointment

www.spaattherio.com

(505) 899-6800
8225 4th Street NW  •  Los Ranchos, NM 87114

314 El Pueblo, NW

New Mexico 87114

Los Ranchos de Albuquerque

   

Your�Los�Ranchos�Window�Distributor

here�to�take�care�of�all

your�window�needs.

505-897-9985

1-800-599-3512

Fax: 505-897-2790

by Sharon Rhutasel-Jones 

When most of us hear the word 
Bataan, we think of the horrific World 
War II death march.  But for one Village 
resident, Eloy Duran, Bataan refers to 
both the eighteenth and nineteenth 
annual Bataan Death March Memorial 
Marathons.  As Fitness Commander for 
the Valley High School ROTC mara-
thon team, Eloy and four teammates 

completed the eighteenth race and 
took second place in the nineteenth.  A 
marathon is 26.2 miles.

Although he is now a freshman at 
UNM, majoring in science and sports 
medicine, and works as a lifeguard for 
the YMCA, Eloy still manages to make 
time for marathons.  As an individual 
runner, Eloy recently won first place in 
his division in the Duke City Marathon 
and first in the New Mexico Marathon.

Eloy doesn’t limit his running to 
events in New Mexico.  He has traveled 
to Texas to compete in an Iron Man--a 
1.2 mile river swim, a 50 mile bike ride, 
and a half marathon.  The only entrant 
from New Mexico, Eloy placed third 
out of twenty-five runners.  This gruel-
ing competition presents a new type of 
challenge for Eloy who, in spite of an 
impressive list of successes, continues 
to run at every opportunity.

Noteworthy: Eloy Duran, Runner
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Need a new fireplace? One that is 
unusual and unique?  Did you know 
that the Village is home to one of the 
top professionals in the home remodel-
ing business?

Neither did I until I got a call from 
Paul Chavez who owns the business 
called, appropriately, Sculptured 
Adobe, Inc.  I spoke with this interest-
ing builder, and decided he should 
be featured here. We met on a sunny 
afternoon at a home in Caballero Norte 
where he was working on a remodeling 
job, and I was given a tour of his work, 
and shown a portfolio of photographs 
of his fireplaces, no two of which are 
alike. It was immediately obvious that 
Paul is a rare craftsman, and one who 
is justifiably proud of his achieve-
ments. He told me, to begin with, that 
he’d been here in the Village for thirty 
years! He is, in fact, a general contrac-
tor, specializing in Southwest Style and 
especially in exposed adobe fireplaces 
and kiva fireplaces, courtyards and 
walls, and custom additions – although 
Paul made it clear that he is happy and 
prepared to build a complete home 
from the foundation up, if that’s what 
the customer wishes.

Paul told me that everything he does 
is real and authentic: true stabilized 
adobe, real stone, hand-carved vigas, 
and acid-etched floors. He started 
working for his brother-in-law, and 
learned how to build with adobe. He 
refers to his true adobe work as “funky, 
lumpy, and bumpy”, and showed me 
photos of stairs built with adobe sides, 
instead of railings, capped with smooth 
polished wood. Extremely attractive! 

Paul’s resume includes some well-
known names and places. He has done 
work for various Indian tribes, even 
though he is not of Native American 
lineage.  He completed all the adobe 
work for the new Flying Star in Ber-
nalillo, and he has worked on a number 
of homes in Tinnen Farms and Cabal-
lero Norte. For UNM, he repaired and 
restored their archeology buildings 
in Dixon. And Paul has traveled out-
side of New Mexico to do exhibitions 
and demonstrations of adobe work. 
One of the most interesting jobs took 

him to Nashville, Tennessee, where 
a large shopping mall was producing 
a ‘Celebration of the American West’. 
For this assignment, Paul built, in the 
mall, an adobe building with a portal, 
similar to a small Southwest home. He 
provided ladders, furnishings, even 
decorative ristras- the complete pack-
age. And then he was paid to spend the 
two months of the exhibition sitting in 
the home, explaining the construction, 
and stringing turquoise beads. (Paul 
has also been in the jewelry business!)

Paul Chavez works at this time with 

Vincent Martinez. Vincent and Paul 
have known each other since they were 
children, and have always worked to-
gether. For larger jobs, Paul has a list 
of loyal subs whom he calls in, and 
for design work, he hires architectural 
students from UNM and CNM, who, 
when they go into business, often hire 
Paul to do their work. If you’d like to 
talk to this interesting and talented 
man about some work, you may call 
Paul Chavez at 345 – 3079, or on his cell 
phone: 269 – 5175. I hardly think you 
could do better!

Sculptured Adobe Inc. builds and remodels homes 
in authentic Southwestern style and craftsmanship

4610 RioGrandeLaneNW

Exquisite North Valley, Village of Los Ranchos,
gated estate on 3.11 acres, located in Los
Poblanos, currently under construction.

This traditional Tuscan home features
dramatic outdoor living areas, a home theatre,
master suite on first floor and spacious
entertaining spaces with a gourmet kitchen
totaling approximately 11,000 sq. ft.

The property also includes a 1000 sq. ft. casita,
an attached 3 car, plus attached 2 car heated
garages in addition to a detached 4-5 car
detached garage/workshop.

AS IS: $2,650,000

Call�Lynn�Today�For�Other�North�Valley�Properties

Lynn�Johnson�&�Associates
350-5966

Email:��lynn@lynnjohnson.com
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Please�Visit�Our :��www.Lynnjohnson.comALL�NEW�WEBSITE

4682LosPoblanosCircleNW

Fabulous 2 story custom pueblo style home in Los

Poblanos Orchard on 1.2 acres, 7364 sq.ft. of

luxury with dramatic staircase leading to the

luxurious master suite. 5/6 bedroom suites plus

library, game room & home theatre room, plus

formal living & dining. Enjoy the wrap around

portals overlooking the park & mountain views.

1800 sq. ft. heated and cooled, garage perfect for

the family with lots of hobbies.

Askingprice: $1,800,000

Keller Williams�Realty����897-1100

Vincent Martinez and Paul Chavez
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Mary�Quintana

505.362.2329

Associate�Broker Realtor®/

Mary.Quintana@CBLegacyNM.com

Coldwell�Banker�Legacy
New�Mexico's�Leading�Real�Estate�Company

Cell:

by Jeff and Cathy Robb

Last month, an animal wrangler in-
quiring about our neighbor’s hay bales 
spotted Panda, our black and white 
Australian shepherd, in our yard and 
asked if she had any sort of training. 
Well – yes! Multiple AKC Obedience 
titles.  Hand signals?  Yes, indeed!

So – freshly bathed, trimmed, and 
brushed, Panda and I eagerly awaited 
word via e-mail as to where to go the 
next morning.  The e-mail arrived 
and instructed me to enter the pass-
word “Guy with Panda” on the web 
page. I received directions to the film 
company’s base camp, what to wear 
(including three wardrobe changes), 
and to be there at 6:00 AM.  Once there, 
limos and vans took us to the site.  We 
never knew till we arrived where we 
were going – guess they don’t want a 
crowd of on-lookers!

It turned out to be an episode of an 
AMC drama/comedy (?) – rather a 
dark one it turns out – called “Breaking 
Bad”.

The scene we were in was shot from 
multiple angles, multiple times.  An 

entire day was spent on this one scene. 
Between takes, everyone was really 
nice.  The director asked often after 
Panda’s needs.  I’d brought a mat and 
snacks for her along with her brushes.  
They had biscuits and water for her, 
and fed the humans a catered breakfast 
and lunch.  A casting director from 
California took many photos of Panda.  
She was compliant and quiet on the set, 
and got plenty of pets and biscuits, and 
overall had a very good time. It was a 
long twelve-hour day, and Panda and I 
were tired, but happy with the compli-
ments that she received.  Panda never 
ruined a single “take” and did exactly 
what was asked of her. 

A few days later, an agent called 
wanting to sign Panda up for more 
work, including an upcoming western 
movie!

So - our plans now include Panda 
buying us a new van, plus she will 
have her own trailer on the set.  Her 
trailer door would have “Panda” a.k.a. 
“Miss Lilly of the Valley” painted on 
it.  Panda requests that the trailer be 
equipped with a satellite dish so she 
can watch herself on a big screen TV, 

while munching smoked salmon!
P.S. We’ve just learned that “Break-

ing Bad” has won some awards at the 
recent Emmy Awards Ceremony! That 
trailer may not be just a joke! And we 
understand that Panda has indeed 
placed her paw-print on a contract 
with that agent!!

Panda hits the big time in AMC’s “Breaking Bad”
Almost anyone who visits the Growers’ Market, or actually, who regularly reads the Village Vision, 
will recognize this Village dog, who, pacing quietly beside her owner, Jeff Robb, walks from stall to 

stall, and stops by the information table for her Sue Brawley – made treats. Now she’s famous!

Panda

During the upcoming holiday season, many of you will 
use luminarias to decorate and illuminate borders and path-
ways around your home. Buying them from the Taft Middle 
School Intensive Support Program will provide you with an 

opportunity to not only embellish your home, but also to 
support a very worthy cause.

The Intensive Support Program is a district program for 
students with severe disabilities and multiple handicaps. 
Profits from luminaria sales provide rich educational expe-
riences within the community that would otherwise not be 
available to these students.

Each luminaria is completely assembled and ready to 
light, including folded bag filled with sand and a candle.

One dozen luminarias is still only $6.00!
You can place your order by calling 345-8544 or 345-7995 

ext. 46, through December 12th, 2008. They will be ready for 
pick up between December 1st and December 12th. 

Please call ahead so that your order will be ready when 
you arrive. Pick up is on the south side of campus; look for 
the signs. We will also cheerfully deliver luminarias to your 
home within the Village limits - for free! Please call and place 
your order early to insure availability.

Thank you! to all who have continued to support this pro-
gram over the years!

Luminaria purchases benefit Taft Intensive Support Program
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Real Estate FYI

ADDRESS	 ML#	 LIST PRICE	 LOT	 SF	 BR	 BA	 G	 AGENT	 COMPANY	 PHONE

This property is in
the Village of
Los Ranchos

CRS-1 #02-200

218-220

504
507

511
506

6767
803
7542

7542
4620
13

7408-20
1010
914
333
519
307
723
321
373
504
1118
8240
519
8424
8503
502
816
5720
8808
805
618
528
533
7315-B
6509
1007
1016
1418
817
8848
6915
1013
1418
1016
609
304
1024
1007
919
208
331
4316
806
1004
6508
1116
8714
8415
1015
1004
6767
1122
7542
700
8205
8809
746
641
1015
5405
970

Nuevo Hacienda NW
Nico Trl NW
Nuevo Hacienda NW
Mary’s Way NW
Marys Way NW
Nuevo Hacienda NW
Marys Way NW
Roehl
Rancho Rd
Rancho Rd
El Caminito de Guad. NW
Guadalupe Trl NW
El Pueblo Rd NW
Rio Grande Bl NW
Roadrunner Ln
Rio Grande Bl NW
Los Poblanos Cir NW
Guadalupe Estates
Alma Encantada Ct
Roadrunner Ln
4th St NW
Chavez NW
Ortega Rd NW
Pueblo Solano Rd
Charles Pl NW
Del Aker Rd NW
Tyler Rd NW
Nara Visa Rd NW
La Chamisal Ln NW
El Pueblo Rd NW
El Pueblo Rd NW
Guadalupe Trail NW
Bledsoe Rd NW
Guadalupe Trl NW
Rio Grande Blvd NW
El Pueblo NW
Mullen NW
El Prado NW
Rio Grande Bl NW
El Pueblo NW
Pueblo Solano Rd NW
Roehl NW
Rohl Ct NW
4th St NW
Caballero Parkway NW
Acequia Trl NW
Salamanca Cir NW
El Portal NW
Ranchitos
Guadalupe Trail NW
Guadalupe NW
Salamanca Cir NW
Bonito Suenos Ct NW
Acequia Trl NW
Roehl Rd NW
Nuevo Hacienda Ln NW
Acequia Trl NW
Acequia Trl NW
Salamanca NW
Nico Trl NW
Nuevo Hacienda NW
Rio Grande Bl NW
Salamanca St NW
Acequia Trail
Meoqui Ct NW
Salamanca NW
Rio Grande Bl NW
Rio Grande Blvd NW
El Pueblo NW
Acequia Trl NW
Guadalupe Trail NW
Green Valley NW
Rio Grande Bl NW
Mullen Rd NW
Guadalupe Trl NW
Rio Grande Bl #3 NW
Chamisal NW
Chavez NW
Cottonwood NW
Eakes NW
Bonita Rosas NW

605596
617149
605597
625179
625184
632392
625182
625919
624583
624586
625549
633919
636525
610080
617310
609609
620380
494758
507929
617311
612670
631357
622809
634436
634569
626804
634704
621887
631270
626748
627507
607273
630662
632501
631501
631621
634274
635896
621529
630835
634735
626767
624199
634160
622899
635428
623499
603035
623213
623269
620201
619854
611258
636641
626145
629456
614728
635343
631321
635756
635089
627614
629379
636861
634608
518701
620937
630851
624842
619407
622294
613810
602053
618589
621319
521410
503986
507534
606773
635825
632173

$235,000.00 
 $244,402.00 
 $245,000.00 
 $260,000.00 
 $270,000.00 
 $275,000.00 
 $280,000.00 
 $330,000.00 
 $339,000.00 
 $339,000.00 
 $400,000.00 
 $425,000.00 
 $450,000.00 
 $495,000.00 
 $500,000.00 
 $555,000.00 
 $559,000.00 
 $565,000.00 
 $575,000.00 
 $600,000.00 
 $825,000.00 
$139,000.00 
 $199,900.00 
 $220,000.00 
 $280,000.00 
 $299,900.00 
 $299,900.00 
 $300,000.00 
 $325,000.00 
 $399,000.00 
 $440,000.00 
 $499,900.00 
 $545,000.00 
 $550,000.00 
 $575,000.00 
 $575,000.00 
 $599,500.00 
 $669,000.00 
 $699,000.00 
 $699,900.00 
 $712,000.00 
 $725,000.00 
 $735,000.00 
 $739,000.00 
 $739,450.00 
 $750,000.00 
 $769,000.00 
 $799,000.00 
 $838,000.00 
 $899,000.00 
 $900,000.00 
 $949,000.00 
 $950,000.00 
 $957,500.00 
 $985,000.00 
 $1,095,000.00 
 $1,099,900.00 
 $1,100,000.00 
 $1,149,000.00 
 $1,175,000.00 
 $1,200,000.00 
 $1,250,000.00 
 $1,269,000.00 
 $1,277,000.00 
 $1,290,000.00 
 $1,299,000.00 
 $1,350,000.00 
 $1,375,000.00 
 $1,399,000.00 
 $1,419,000.00 
 $1,475,000.00 
 $1,495,000.00 
 $1,500,000.00 
 $1,590,000.00 
 $1,599,000.00 
 $1,599,000.00 
 $1,695,000.00 
 $1,800,000.00 
 $1,999,000.00 
 $1,999,500.00 
 $2,100,000.00 
 

0.23
0.398ac
0.23
0.502
0.501
0.31
0.501
0.688
1.005
0.804
0.5
1
1
1.399
1
1.399
1.0ac
1
1
1
3.453ac
7500
0.5
0.25
0.33
0.27
0.422
0.037
7500
0.47
0.96ac
46609sf
1.142
2.04
1
0.679
0.43
0.44
0.933ac
1
0.852ac
1.25ac
0.527
0.820AC
26136
0.5
0.7
1.15 ac
0.99
1.803
1.25
0741ac
1ac
17424sf
0.407ac
0.514ac
0.52ac
1
36590
0.77
10890sf
1.690ac
0.777ac
0.5
0.9
43560sf
2.0ac
1
1
0.50ac
1.5
1.007ac
43560
1.0ac
1.88
1
1.13
3
1.200 ac
43560sf
43560

1900
1369
1295
1582
1700
1666
1600
1803
1875
2118
2900
2680
2366
1363
2618
2743
4064
4392
4205
3100
2752
2456
3032
4589
3600
3443
3655
4328
3102
3540
4098
5920
3613
3531
5040
3641
3600
5600
3970
4200
4414
4800
3800
5359
4884
3815
4545
4545
3800
4900
5000
4496
4200
4506
4131
3442
6950
7500
4800
4937

3
2-3
2-3
3
3
3
3-4
3
3
3-4
3
3
3
2
3
3-4
5-6
4
4
2-3
4
3-4
4
4
4
3-4
5
5
3-4
4
3-4
4
4
4-5
5
3
4
4-5
4
4
4
4
4
4-5
4-6
5
4
4
4
5
3-4
4
3
4
3
3
7
4
4
4-5

2/0/0
2
1/0/0
2/0/0
2
1/1/0
1
2/0/0
2/0/1
1/1/0
2
2/0/1
2/0/0
1/0/0
2/0/0
2/0/0
3/0/1
3/0/1
2/0/1
2/0/1
2/0/1
3/0/1
2/0/1
3
2/1/0
3
3.75
3/1/0
1/2/2
2/0/2
2/0/1
4/1/0
2/1/0
3/0/1
2/2/0
3/0/1
2/1/0
2/1/1
2/0/1
2/1/1
2/1/1
1/1/1
2/1/1
3/1/1
2/2/1
4/0/1
3/0/1
3/0/1
2/1/1
3/0/1
2/1/0
3.5
3/0/0
3/0/2
3.25
3
9
2/2/1
3/1/1
2/2/1

0
3
0
1
2
1
2
2
2
1
2
4
0
2
3
0
6
4
4
0
3
2
3
3
2
2
3
4
2
5
2
3
2
3
5
0
2
3
4
3
2
2
3
3
2
3
3
3
3
3
4
4
3
4
5
3
3
3
3
4

Alexa Knight
Cindy A Chavez
Alexa Knight
Rebecca Langton
Rebecca Langton
Alexa Knight
Rebecca Langton
Geri-Kay Sanchez
Steve Maestas
Steve Maestas
A. Kay Beason
Jim W Shull Jr
Sandi Pressley
Jill Levin
Suzanne Kinney
Jill Levin
Katie A Strosnider
Lynn Johnson
Marie Blea
Suzanne Kinney
Sam H Carnes
Todd Kruger
Karen A Gauze
Dan G Gillis
Lisa Hebenstreit
Dan J Cash III
Eve Price
Judith Campbell
Linda Carroll
Donald L Plunkett Jr
Barbie L Brennan
Winnie DeVore
Thomas J Mestas
Cheryl Marlow
Gary Randall
Michael J Glass
Sandy Garrick
Mike Novak
Crystal & Steve
Sandi Pressley
Jodi A Springstead
Marsha A Adams
Marsha A Adams
Kurstin Johnson
Ann Cloud
Robin Riegor
Susan C Feil
Barbara L Brennan
Pepper C Poole
Marsha A Adams
Jan DeMay
Susan C Feil
Joe Schifani
Lettie L Carpenter
Kate M Southard
Vince Tomardy
Suzanne Kinney
Robin Riegor
Michael Brothers
William Wieser
Alexa Knight
Eve Price
Joe Schifani
Alicia Feil
Susie Fairchold
Magda Stevens
Pat King
Frank Andreone
Marion Newman-Wylie
Alicia Feil
Sandi Pressley
Marsha A Adams
Jill S Levin
Mike D haley
Joan L Wagner
Fred & Sandra Creek
Marie Blea
Michelle Selby
Dana Brown
Suzanne Kinney
Bill Chreist

Knight Realty & Assoc LLC
Prudential Sandia Real Estate
Knight Realty & Assoc LLC
Langton Realty
Langton Realty
Knight Realty & Assoc LLC
Langton Realty
Infinity Real Estate
Maestas & Ward Commercial
Maestas & Ward Commercial
Reliance Realty & Investment
Shull & Associates
Coldwell Banker Legacy
New Frontier Realtors
Coldwell Banker Legacy
New Frontier Realtors
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Keller Williams Realty
Marie Enterprises Inc.
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Carnes & Company Inc.
Rio Grande Realty & Invest LLC
Desert West Proeprties
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Lisa Hebenstreit Realty LLC
Pinnacle Real Estate Group
Keller Williams Realty
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Town & Country Properties
Congress Realty, Inc.
Keller Williams Realty
Vaughan Company Realtors
Casa Latino RE of ALBQ
Prudential Southwest Realty
Investment Solutions
Clearview Mortgage & RE, LLC
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Re/Max Masters
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Vista Encantada Realtors LLC
Keller Williams Realty
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Keller Williams Realty
Tu Hacienda Realtors
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Affordable Realty Services Inc.
Prudential Sandia Real Estate
Kate Southard Real Estate
The Rhino Group, Inc.
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Investors Trust Realty Svcs.
Wieser Realty
Knight Realty & Assoc LLC
Keller Williams Realty
Affordable Realty Services Inc.
Maestas & Ward Commercial RE
Vaughan Company Realtors
Re/Max Elite
Real Estate Group/Pat King Co.
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Regal Properties
Maestas & Ward Commercial RE
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
New Frontier Realtors
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Prudential Southwest Realty
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Marie Enterprises, Inc.
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Keller Williams Realty
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Sunn Quality Homes, Inc.

299-8343
271-5800
299-8343
344-4336
344-4336
299-8343
344-4336
281-2596
878-0001
878-0001
843-9575
344-1141
293-3700
891-7411
244-1600
891-7411
244-1600
897-1100
991-1405
244-1600
247-8000
899-8774
994-8075
292-8900
242-2272
897-7300
271-8200
838-1000
410-0085
229-2009
271-8200
823-6677
247-0507
797-5555
343-0700
249-4064
244-1600
883-8979
898-2700
293-3700
244-1600
293-3700
293-3700
884-0020
271-8200
898-2700
293-3700
271-8200
301-8909
293-3700
293-3700
293-3700
889-4565
271-5800
344-4734
891-0900
244-1600
898-2700
292-8192
306-1002
299-8343
271-8200
889-4565
878-0001
823-6677
798-1000
269-1148
828-1000
856-3500
878-0001
293-3700
293-3700
798-2530
293-3700
797-5555
292-8900
991-1405
293-3700
271-8200
244-1600
899-0044

VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND
VACANT LAND

ACTIVE

6600
2420
1105
416
6915

Las Casitas Ct NW
Arbor NW
El Pueblo NW
Pueblo Solano Rd NW
Guadalupe Trl NW

634081
620792
522333
624375
513279

 $212,520.00 
 $499,000.00 
 $429,000.00 
 $630,000.00 
 $985,000.00 

4930sf
0.380ac
0.78
0.83
54450

1596
2796
1775
4497
3540

2
3-4
3
6-7
4

2/0/0
2/0/1
2
2/3/1
3+

2
2
0
4
5

Mary Spensley
Sandy Garrick
Christina Ortega
Tila F Hoffman
Jan DeMay

Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
American Realty
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy

244-1600
244-1600
897-3657
828-1000
293-3700

PENDING

ADDRESS	 ML#	 LIST PRICE	 LOT	 SF	 BR	 BA	 G	 AGENT	 COMPANY	 PHONE

4674
9001
5201
4610

Los Poblanos Cir NW
Rio Grande Bl NW
Eakes Rd NW
Rio Grande Ln NW

627305
517691
633909
630824

 $2,200,000.00 
 $2,290,000.00 
 $3,100,000.00 
 $3,775,000.00 

1.2ac
1.43
2.78
3.119

5269
10756
5800
10978

5-8
9
5
6

3/2/2
4/3/2
4/0/1
7/0/1

7
7
3
9

A.J. Yarbrough
Jeremiah Collins
Suzanne Kinney
Lynn M Johnson

AJ Yarbrough Realty
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Coldwell Banker Legacy
Keller Williams Realty

328-0044
244-1600
244-1600
897-1100

ACTIVE

by Tim Tourville, CRS 

Existing Home Sales and 
More Inventory

Now more than ever, I’m being 
asked, “What’s going on in the mar-
ket?”  Well, here is some information 
that will hopefully answer some of 
your questions.

The slowdown in the number of 
homes sold in Metro Albuquerque has 
resulted in increased inventory.  As of 
June 2008, there were 6,428 residential 
detached listings – homes offered for 
sale on the local Multiple Listing Ser-
vice system.  The June listings inven-
tory figure represents a 13.3% increase 
from June 2007.  However, the monthly 
rate of inventory increase has dropped 
for six months and fewer homes are 
being offered for sale.  June 2008 saw 
1,878 new listings, about two-thirds of 
the 2,755 new listings in June 2007.

Because of the inventory, properties 
are on the market longer.  For the first 
half of 2008, it took an average of 68 
days on the market for a property to 
sell, compared to 42 days during the 
first half of 2007.  Among neighbor-
hoods, the number of days on the mar-
ket varied from 30 to more than 100.

The additional inventory represents 

several market factors.  The hesitancy 
of buyers to enter the market in light 
of recent mortgage industry problems 
is one.

More inventory means buyers have 
more choice, greater expectations, and 
demand more incentives from sellers.  
Buyers expect properties to be in top 
condition – “as-is” properties are be-
ing bypassed for “move-in condition” 
offerings.  Homes cannot be “priced 
right”; they must be “priced aggres-
sively”.  

Today’s market is complex and an 
experienced real estate professional is 
mandatory to assist sellers with stag-
ing, pricing, marketing, and negotiat-
ing with buyers.   Likewise, buyers 
benefit by working with a professional 
for strategizing and negotiating with 
sellers’ agents.

Luxury Homes in the 
Albuquerque Area

In Albuquerque, luxury homes 
are considered to be those priced at 
$500,000 and above.  This includes both 
existing and new properties.  In 2007, 
568 luxury properties (313 in the first 
half of the year) were sold in the Albu-
querque metro with a median price of 
$636,890.  The first half of 2008 saw 217 

luxury properties sold, including 23 
priced at more than $1 million.  Luxury 
properties represented approximately 
five percent of all Albuquerque area 
residential sales during the first half of 
2008.

The most expensive luxury home 
built in the first half of 2008 was a 
$2,500,000 home featuring 5 bedrooms, 
6 baths and 6,048 square feet on 1.4 
acres right here in the Village of Los 
Ranchos.  The second highest, which 
sold for $1,749,000 on .79 acre in the 
North Valley, was a newer home with 
a Tuscan Southwest flavor, 6,154 sq. ft., 
4 or 5 bedrooms, 5 baths and a 540 sq. 
ft guest casita.

The good news is, with such a large 
supply and low prices, it’s a great 
time to buy a house. Contrary to most 
people’s perception, mortgage com-
panies have plenty of money to loan. 
So if you’re a first time homebuyer or 
thinking about “movin’ on up”…Now 
is the Time! 

Housing slowdown benefits prospective buyers

505-604-8468
timtourville@comcast.net
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Alvarado Elementary School
1100 Solar Road
Albuquerque, NM 87107
344-4412

November 20th and 21st    	 Parent/Teacher Conferences – No school
November 27th and 28th   	 Thanksgiving Break – No school
December 1st    			  Canned Food Drive begins
December 22nd – January 2nd   	Winter Break – No School

Bosque School
4000 Learning Road NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120
898-6388
www.bosqueschool.org

November 21-23, Bosque School presents “HARVEY”.
Friday, November 21 @ 7pm and Saturday, November 22 @ 7pm
Sunday, November 23 @ 2pm
$12 per ticket.  $6 for students and senior citizens.
Call 898-6388 for tickets.

November 22 – Bosque Upper School Solo and Ensemble Choir performs at PAPA.
November 25 – Bosque Grandparents Day!  Enjoy a day with your Bosque grandchildren at school.  On the Bosque School 
campus. 
November 25 – Bosque Upper School Band will be playing at the High Desert Jazz Festival at Albuquerque Academy in 
the Simms Auditorium.  The concert begins at 7pm.
Thanksgiving Holiday
December 3 – Combined Strings concert at Sandia Prep at 7pm.  All string students from Bosque School and Sandia Prep 
performing in a joint concert. 
December 5 – Bosque School Choir Concert, featuring 6-12 grade choirs in Budagher Hall at 7pm.  Free and open to the 
public.
December 8 – Bosque School Cantate and Treble Ensemble will perform at the River of Lights - Albuquerque BioPark at 
6:30pm.

School Events

HOLIDAY

THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE. NOW.
505.344.4336 | 7103 4th  Street NW Suite O-1,  Los Ranchos de Albuquerque , NM 87107

Prudential Sandia now has a new branch office located within the Village of Los Ranchos de  
Albuquerque. Two familiar real estate professionals in the Village, Rebecca Langton and Cindy 
Chavez, have joined together to build the Los Ranchos branch. With this new partnership comes  
Professionalism, Market Knowledge and Strength of the Rock. Village buyers and sellers can rely 
on Rebecca, Cindy and Prudential Sandia to continue providing solutions to all your real estate needs.  
We specialize in north valley land & home sales. Call 344-4336 Today!

Prudential Sandia Los Ranchos Branch  
to the Village of Los Ranchos

Village Properties Available:

North Valley Properties Available:

Nico Trail | $244,402
2 Combined Lots | Full Utilities

729 Adobe Rd NW  | $543,500
5,269 Sq.ft. | 4 Bed | 3 Bath | 1 Acre

5930 Guadalupe Trail NW  | $399,000 
2,299 Sq.ft. | 3 Bed | 3 Bath

1016 Acequia Trail NW | $957,500 
3,613 Sq.ft. | 4 Bed | 3 Bath

Rancho Farm Subdivision 
Priced at $260,000, $270,000 and $280,000
½ Acre Lots | Full Utilities | Seller Financing Available 

WelcomeWelcome
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October 14, 2008 - Action Report
1.	 CALL TO ORDER  

	 Chairman Hunter called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m.
	

A. 	 Roll call

Commissioner Radnovich, Commissioner Martinez, Commissioner Hunter, Commissioner 
McDowell, Commissioner Crawford. Commissioner Simon. Chairman Hunter stated there was a 
quorum present for the meeting. Commissioner Brawley was excused.

B.	 Approval of Agenda 

The Agenda was unanimously approved as presented.

2.	 PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Residents may address the Planning and Zoning Commission to comment on issues, problems, 
or successes on topics that do not appear elsewhere on the agenda.  Audience members 
will be given an opportunity to comment on agenda items as they come up.  Speakers must 
register with Village Staff prior to the beginning of the meeting.

3.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A.	 Special Meeting – August 19, 2008 

The minutes were unanimously approved as presented.

B.	 Regular Meeting – September 9, 2008

The minutes were unanimously approved as corrected.

4.	 CONSENT AGENDA  	
All matters listed under the Consent agenda are considered to be routine and will be enacted 
by one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, 
that item will be removed from the Consent agenda and will be considered separately.

5.	 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND APPLICATION 

A.	 ACA-08-02 A request by Matthew Rembe for an Amendment to the Conditions of Approval 
for the Los Poblanos Inn and Cultural Center, Cluster Housing and Open Space SU-1 Zone. The 
property is located at 4803 Rio Grande Blvd. and is legally known as Plat of Tracts A2A and A3A, 
a replat of Tracts A2 and A3, Lands of Albert Simms II, Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, 

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING
WILL BE HELD ON 

TUE., DECEMBER 9, 2008 
a complete official written and audio 
version of the minutes is available 
online at www.losranchosnm.gov

Planning & Zoning Commission Summary

December 10 – Combined Strings concert at Bosque School 
in Budagher Hall at 7pm.   All string students from Bosque 
School and Sandia Prep performing in a joint concert.
December 11 – Bosque School Cantate and the 8th grade 
choir will be singing at the Bugg Light Festival at Menaul 
School at 7pm.

Cottonwood Classical Preparatory School
1776 Montaño Road NW, Building 3
Los Ranchos, NM 87107
314-9042

October 20-31: Fall Break.
October 25 at 7:00p.m. Albuquerque Boys Choir will be 
hosting a free Fall Concert.  (They are currently looking for 
new members.)  
November 26-28:  Thanksgiving Break.
December 22-2:  Winter Break.
Keep your eyes open for an upcoming Community Service 
Learning link on our website.

 
Los Ranchos Elementary School
7609 4th Street NW
Los Ranchos, NM 87107
898-3611

Nov. 12th-1st trimester ends (report cards will be given out 
at parent conferences)
Nov. 12th-Thanksgiving meal Watch for schedule
Nov. 19th Parent Teacher Conference Early dismissal 12:15 
Nov. 20th and 21st No School just conferences 
Nov. 27th and 28th Thanksgiving Holiday; no school
Dec.5th -Holiday Play:  6:00pm in the gym
Dec. 6th -Holiday Bazaar:  PTO – 8:00am to 4:00pm. 
	 Vendors may call Sabrina Garcia for more informa-
tion at 818-8268
Dec. 22nd -Jan. 5th- Winter Recess

North Valley Academy
7939 Fourth Street NW
Los Ranchos, NM 87114
Website: www.nvanm.org 
998-0501

November 20:  Thanksgiving lunch  
November 26 – 28: Thanksgiving Break - No School
December 13 – January 4: Winter Break  
January 5, 2009: First Day Back  
 

Sandia Preparatory School
532 Osuna Blvd Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113
505.338.3000 (phone)
505.338.3099 (fax)
www.sandiaprep.org

Wednesday, November 26: Grandparents’ Day  
Thursday, December 4 & Friday, December 5: Fine Arts/
Performing Arts Festival  
    SPS Theater / All Day
Saturday, December 6: Admission Testing, 9:00 a.m. at 
Bosque School.   Call 338.300 or email   admission@sandi-
aprep.org for application and testing information
Tuesday, December 9: Winter Choral Concert   5:30 and 
7:00 p.m.  at SPS Theater
Friday, December 19 through Friday, January 2: Winter 
Break - No School
 

Taft Middle School
620 Schulte Rd. NW
Los Ranchos, NM 87107
344-4389
 
Nov. 11th:   Veterans Day - No School
Nov. 27th – 28th:  Thanksgiving Holiday – No School
Dec. 22nd – Jan. 2nd:  Winter Break – No School
 

Taylor Middle School
8200 Guadalupe Trail NW
Los Ranchos, NM 87114
898-3666

November 27 – 30:   Thanksgiving break
December 3:   Late start at 9:50 
December 10:   PTO meeting – 6:30 pm
December 11:   Band Concert – 7 pm
December 19:  Winter break begins

Announcement
When new tenants come to town...

Property owners,
Please tell your tenants they are in the Village!
But, just saying “You are in the Village of Los Ran-

chos” is not enough.  All new tenants need to come 
visit Village Hall and see the friendly Planning and 
Zoning staff and get a business license from the Vil-
lage.  Albuquerque will sell them a business license 
which is not valid in the Village and laugh all the 
way to the bank.  New tenants also need a sign permit 
before putting their sign up.  Double fees are charged 
for erecting a sign without a permit.

Also, business cards, letter head, receipts should all 
say Los Ranchos.

We at Planning and Zoning like our new business 
men and women and it makes our job harder to have 
to tell them the “bad news” because you, as the prop-
erty owner did not tell them in the first place.

Thanks,
Planning and Zoning Staff
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New Mexico, December, 1998.  The property contains 25.6371 acres, more or less.

The Commission unanimously voted to forward the request to the Board of Trustees with a 
recommendation of approval.

B. 	 SDP-08-02 A request by Matthew Rembe for an Amendment to Site Development Plan for 
the Los Poblanos Cluster Housing Development SU-1 Zone to construct a single family residence 
and remodel an existing structure for a guest house on Tract A-1. The property is located at 
4803 Rio Grande Blvd. and is legally known as Tract A-1 of Plat of Tracts A2A and A3A, a replat 
of Tracts A2 and A3, Lands of Albert Simms II, Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, December, 1998.  The property contains 5.0587 acres, more or less. THIS ITEM WAS 
POSTPONED FROM THE AUGUST 19, 2008 SPECIAL MEETING.

The Commission unanimously voted to forward the request to the Board of Trustees with a 
recommendation of approval.

C.	 CU-08-09 A request by Slagle Herr Architects, agent for Montano Land Company for a 
Conditional Use Permit for the Challenger Learning Center in the A-1 Zone of the Dietz Farm 
Character Area. The property is located at 1776 Montano Road NW and legally known as Lot 2- B 
of Plat of Lots 2-A and 2-B, Racing Museum Subdivision, Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico, February 2007. The property contains 2.6546 acres more or 
less. THIS ITEM FORWARDED FROM THE SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 MEETING.

	
The Commission unanimously approved the Conditional Use with conditions.

D.	 SDP-08-07 A request by Slagle Herr Architects, agent for Montano Land Company for a 
Sketch Plat Review for the Challenger Learning Center and museum in the A-1 Zone of the Dietz 
Farm Character Area. The property is located at 1776 Montano Road NW and legally known 
as Lot 2- B of Plat of Lots 2-A and 2-B, Racing Museum Subdivision, Village of Los Ranchos de 
Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico, February 2007. The property contains 2.6546 
acres more or less.  THIS ITEM FORWARDED FROM THE SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 MEETING.

The Commission advised the applicant

1.	 If the proposal has merit;
2.	 If the configuration would be acceptable;
3.	 If the Commission sees difficulty in the site development and setback requirements, 
irrigation requirements, utility visibility, and the appropriateness of variances requested.

This advice is given to the applicant for preparation of the Site Development Plan application.  
The advice is provided to the applicant, but is not binding on the Commission for action on the 
Site Development Plan.

E.	 SU-08-02 A request by Frank and Francyann Martinez, property owners, for a Special Use 
Permit for Family Transfer Subdivision in the A-1 Zone of the Guadalupe Trail Character Area.  
The property is located at 8434 Guadalupe Trail and is legally known as Tract number one (1) 
of Tracts 1,2,3,4 and 5 of the Lands of Flora C. Romero, Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, 
Bernalillo County, New Mexico, as the same is shown and designated on the plat thereof, filed 
in the office of the County Clerk of Bernalillo County, New Mexico on September 6, 1973.  The 
property contains 1.135 acres more or less.

	 The Commission unanimously voted to forward the request to the Board of 	 Trustees with 
a recommendation of approval.

F.	 S-08-07 A request by Frank and Francyann Martinez, property owners, for Preliminary 
Plat Approval for Family Transfer Subdivision in the A-1 Zone of the Guadalupe Trail Character 
Area.  The property is located at 8434 Guadalupe Trail and is legally known as Tract number 
one (1) of Tracts 1,2,3,4 and 5 of the Lands of Flora C. Romero, Village of Los Ranchos de 
Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico, as the same is shown and designated on the plat 
thereof, filed in the office of the County Clerk of Bernalillo County, New Mexico on September 
6, 1973.  The property contains 1.135 acres more or less.

	 The Commission unanimously voted to forward the request to the Board of 	 Trustees with 
a recommendation of approval.

G.	 SU-08-01 A request by Gene and Aurora Gallegos for a Special Use Permit for an Open Air 
Market in the C-1 Zone.  The property is located at 300 El Pueblo and is legally known as Tract 
140-G1 M.R.G.C.D. Map No. 24, Albuquerque, Bernalillo County, New Mexico, August, 2002 
and Tract 140C1 M.R.G.C.D. Map No. 24, Lands of Pompa, Griego and Franco filed in the office 
of the Bernalillo County Clerk on 8/6/76, Volume D2-A, Folio.  The property contains 2.380 
acres more or less. FORWARDED FROM THE SEPTEMBER 9, 2008 MEETING.

The Commission voted to 4-1 to forward the request to the Board of Trustees with a 
recommendation of approval, Commissioner McDowell voting against.

6.        OLD BUSINESS

A.	 Discussion and forwarding to the Board of Trustees an ordinance creating a Planning 
and Zoning Action Matrix.

The Commission unanimously voted to forward the Ordinance to the Board of Trustees with a 
recommendation of approval.

7.       NEW BUSINESS

8.	 REPORTS

	 A.	 Planner’s Report

 9.      COMMISSIONER’S INFORMAL DISCUSSION

10.     ADJOURNMENT

	 The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 p.m.

A COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AT THE VILLAGE OFFICE, 6718 RIO GRANDE BLVD NW, 
DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS OF 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM. THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT HOURS 
ARE FROM 8:00 AM TO NOON, AND BY APPOINTMENT FROM NOON UNTIL 5:00 PM. If you are an 
individual with a disability who is in need of a reader, amplifier, qualified sign language interpreter, 
or any other form of auxiliary aid or service to attend or participate in the hearing or meeting, please 
contact the Village Clerk at 344-6582 at least one week prior to the meeting or as soon as possible. 
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by Wynette Smith 

In our last issue, Mayor Abraham 
mentioned that Los Ranchos has now 
been incorporated for fifty years. As 
librarian at Taft Middle School, located 
right in the middle of Los Ranchos, I 
pondered the fact that fifty years ago 
last January, Taft held classes for the 
first time.  So Taft and the Village of 
Los Ranchos are sharing their fiftieth 
anniversary!!

 I was one of the students attending 
Taft that first year and I can’t seem to 
escape, for here I still am!  This past 
August, one of our Village residents 
passed away and his estate donated 
hundreds of books to Taft.  The impres-
sive collection is extensive and covers 
all genres.  Because these books do not 
fit into our curriculum, we will not be 
incorporating them into our library col-
lection.  However, we are selling them 
at $2.00 per book to raise money for our 
technology, and anyone is welcome 
and encouraged to come to Taft and 
peruse the collection for purchase.

Also celebrating its fiftieth anniver-
sary, beginning January 2009, is Starlet 
Dance Studio, located in the center of 
the Village.  Starlet is owned by a Vil-
lage resident, and has been located in 

Los Ranchos for forty-eight years.  The 
studio is the home of Danse Classique 
Theatre de Los Ranchos, which is cur-
rently in rehearsal for The Nutcracker 
Ballet, and our own Mayor Abraham 
will be portraying the role of Mayor of 
the Magic Land of the Sweets!  Perfor-
mances will be held on December 5th 
and 6th at Valley High School Perform-
ing Arts Center.

 Is there any other organization or 
business hitting its fiftieth this year or 
in 2009?  Let us know so we can save the 
information for our Village History!

Taft Middle School celebrates 50th Anniversary
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GATE�ACCESS
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…
365�DAYS�A�YEAR!
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…
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Owned�&�Operated�by�Village�of�Los�Ranchos�ResidentsOwned�&�Operated�by�Village�of�Los�Ranchos�Residents

3�Convenient�Locations... 2�Near�the�Village!

SECURITY

STORAGE�SELECTION

• Resident Managers

STORAGE�SELECTION

• Security Cameras
• Night Security Lighting
• Insurance Available
• Climate Controlled
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10’x20’ & 10’x30’s & Up

• Paved RV & Boat Storage
• 8’x40’ Workshops
• 110/220 Electric

• Free Use of Carts & Dolleys
• Extended Hours Available
• Long Term Discounts
• Senior Discounts
• Free Pest Control
• Heated & Air Conditioned Units
• Computerized Access
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“When�Your�Belongings
Need�a�Safe�Place�to�Hibernate”

“When�Your�Belongings
Need�a�Safe�Place�to�Hibernate”

As librarian at Taft 
Middle School, located 
right in the middle of Los 
Ranchos, I pondered the 
fact that fifty years ago 
last January, Taft held 
classes for the first time.
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Theatre News

by Phil Bock 

Imagine that you are one of several 
reservation clerks at a trendy New York 
restaurant, and one afternoon none of 
the other clerks show up. This is the sit-
uation in the hilarious comedy, “Fully 
Committed,” by Becky Mode.  Sam (an 
out of work actor) has to handle dozens 
of calls, including demands from his 
boss, many important customers, and 
the chef, while hoping to hear from his 
agent, and getting calls from his wid-
owed father. The actor playing Sam 
must alternate among all these voices. 

Only a multi-talented person like Hal 
Simons would dare to take on this for-
midable role!

Hal is well known to theater go-
ers as director of numerous musicals, 
and as a performer in musicals and 
dramas.  “When Phil Bock brought me 
this script, I knew I had to attempt it, 
provided I could find the right direc-
tor and venue. Paul Barlow and the 
ADOBE fit the bill.”

This unusual comedy will make 
wonderful Holiday fare for all but 
young children, who will probably 
prefer another Nutcracker or Christ-

mas Carol. Others will delight in Hal’s 
tour de force acting and the non-stop 
laughs. The NY Times called the play 
“immensely entertaining,” while the 
Post said it was “very funny and be-
lievable.”

“Fully Committed,” by Becky Mode, 
will play from Dec. 5th through Dec. 
21st   at the ADOBE Theater, 9813 
Fourth St. NW, with performances 
Friday and Saturday at 8:00pm, and 
Sunday at 2:00 pm. 

Tickets are $12. Reservations week-
days at 898-9222,

Adobe Theater is Fully Committed for December

WORK URL! 1

  
The!Green Printmaker       

! Gallery

Holiday Calendar for
! December
 6    STOP & SHOP   All day

 12   Reception   5-7 p.m.  
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22-23  Holiday Sale  2-6 p.m.
26-28  Final Sale  10-4 p.m.
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       & Grower"s Market
6501 Fourth St., Ste. E-1
Village of Los Ranchos
C. Wylldestar  Artist & Owner
505-508-1337  
dr.cw@mac.com
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HOLIDAY�GIFT�BASKETS

We�specialize�in�baskets�filled�with�products�from�the�Land�of�Enchantment.��We�pack�and�ship�too!

PARTY�AT�THE�WINERY!

For�your�Christmas�party�or�any�special�occasion,�enjoy�our�winery's�unique�atmosphere�that�will�accommodate�up�to�100�guests.

PRIVATE�WINE�LABELS

Have�your�company�name�and�special�message�put�on
your�personalized�wine�label.

ANDERSON'S�WINE�GLASSES

Elegant�etched�glasses�featuring�the�Anderson
Valley�Vineyards�logo�in�red�or�gold.

4920�Rio�Grande�Blvd.�NW�������������������������������������������������������������������������344-7266

SAT�&�SUN�DECEMBER�6�&�7

Join�us�for�hors�d'oeuvres�and�wine�tasting
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Food Column

by Randy Shamlian 

Besides having to emotionally ab-
sorb the recent financial tumult and the 
election year that has affected us all, we 
will most likely find ourselves caught 
up in the topsy-turvy goings-on of the 
Holiday Season. This certainly may be 
a good thing! Distractions from all the 
mundane, media onslaught and worries 
are what the doctor should prescribe. 
Personally, I like a brisk walk with the 
dogs along one of the ditches around 
dusk. Not only is this an invigorating 
way to enliven one’s spirits, it seems to 
keep my best friends happy.  

But it is the offering of thanks to 
all those around us…family, friends, 
neighbors and the sometimes forgotten 
lone stranger on the street that seems 
so much more meaningful of a distrac-
tion. It is the giving of oneself - chal-
lenging the breadth of our own resolve 
to distract our selves from our own 
being.  The reward is in the offering. 

One of my favorite Holiday Season 
stories is O’Henry’s, “Gifts of the 
Magi”. It is simple in its message, yet 
eternal in its thought. A young couple, 
during a time of lesser means, gives of 
themselves for the benefit of the other. 
Della, with her beautiful knee-length 
flowing hair has it cut so she can buy 
her husband, Jim, a gold chain for his 
family-prized gold watch. Della’s hus-
band, on the other hand, sells his watch 
to purchase his wife a set of tortoise 
shell combs for her lovely hair. Irony at 
its best, I suppose.

The recipes below for chocolate 
cherry fruitcake with a chocolate but-
termilk sauce is (what I hope) a great 
way to absorb oneself and perhaps 
a family member in the kitchen, for 
(what I feel) is a treat for all that will be 
a joyful diversion.

Chocolate Buttermilk Sauce

1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa
1/8 tsp cinnamon
1/4 cup light brown sugar 
1/2 cup buttermilk
1 Tbl Amaretto Liqueur

Combine cocoa, cinnamon and 
brown sugar in a small saucepan over 
medium heat. Add buttermilk and 
Amaretto and whisk until sugar dis-
solves. Remove from heat. 

Cool and refrigerate. 

Chocolate Cherry Pecan Fruitcake
(makes 2 loaves)

1 1/2 cups dried cherries, chopped
1/3 cup Amaretto Liqueur
1 1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
1/2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp baking powder
¼ tsp cinnamon
6 oz. unsalted butter, at room tempera-

ture
2 cups sugar
2 large eggs, at room temperature
1 egg yolk
2 tsp vanilla extract
2/3 cup buttermilk 
1 cup pecans, toasted and finely-

chopped
3/4 cup bittersweet chocolate nibs

Soak cherries in liqueur for 2 hours.
Vegetable pan-spray two 9-inch loaf 

pans and dust with some sifted cocoa.
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. 
Sift together the flour, cocoa, salt, 

baking soda, baking powder and cin-
namon.

Beat the butter and sugar until fluffy 

and then stir in the eggs, yolk and va-
nilla. Stir in buttermilk.

Mix flour/cocoa mixture into cream 
mixture. Stir in the nuts, chocolate nibs 
and cherries.  (Try not to over mix)

Divide into loaf pans and bake for 45 
minutes, or until a toothpick inserted 
into the center comes out clean. 

Let cool.
To serve: Garnish with chocolate but-

termilk sauce, cherry sauce (optional), 
a sprinkling of toasted pecans and a 
dusting of powered sugar.

 
Happy Holidays Everyone!

Randy Shamlian is the author of A Slice 
of Apple Pie & contributor to Edible 
Santa Fe, and personal chef. He’s also at 
the Growers’ Market weekly with fresh 
fruit pies and other baked goods.

Chocolate cherry fruitcake a welcome holiday diversion

Air Conditioning &
 Furnace Services
Seasonal Change-overs

Carbon Monoxide checks

Fast, Fair, Reliable, HVAC Cert.

Call <?> 459-0114

• DESIGN • NEW CONSTRUCTION • REMODEL •

269-0992��CELL���/���344-1006��OFF
L O S R A N C H O S d e A L B U Q U E R Q U E

Lic.#�81348BILL�SPENCE



48 Holiday 2008 49Village Vision

Full Page Half Page 1/3 Page 1/4 Page

1/6 Page (H)1/6 Page (V) 1/12 Page

7.5in W x 10in H

2.25in W x 2.25in H2.25in W x 5in H 4.875in W x 2.25in H

7.5in W x 2.25in H4.875in W x 5in H7.5in W x 5in H

Size 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

Full page $200 $540 $960

1/2 page $110 $287 $528

1/3 page $80 $216 $384

1/4 page $65 $175.50 $312

1/6 page $45 $121.50 $216

1/12 page $30 $81 $144

Village Business

Size 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

Full page $250 $675 $1200

1/2 page $137.50 $371.25 $660

1/3 page $100 $270 $480

1/4 page $81.25 $219.38 $390

1/6 page $56.25 $151.86 $270

1/12 page $37.50 $101.25 $180

Non-Village Business, Village Owner

Size 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

Full page $300 $810 $1440

1/2 page $165 $445.50 $792

1/3 page $120 $324 $576

1/4 page $97.50 $263.25 $468

1/6 page $67.50 $182.25 $324

1/12 page $45 $121.50 $216

Non-Village Owner, Non-Village Business
To place an advertisement, or to receive additional 
information, contact Rosemary Hall at the Village:

rhall@losranchosnm.gov
Phone: 344-6582 | Fax: 344-8978

6718 Rio Grande Blvd NW
Los Ranchos de Albuquerque, NM 87107

Advertising Sizes and Rates

Share the wonderful wines of Casa 
Rondeña with your family and friends!!  
Just in time for the holidays, we are of-
fering Gift Memberships to the Casa 
Rondeña Wine Club.  Avoid crowded 
malls and shop with us - we ship to 
most states in the U.S.!  This is also a 
great gift for birthdays, anniversaries, 
or “just because”.  These memberships 
must be for a minimum of 6 months 
and can be purchased by contacting 
Vicky Venditto at the winery, 344-5911 
or at info@casarondena.com.   Benefits 

to the wine club include:
• 2 bottles of Casa Rondeña wine 

every other month
• Holiday shipment includes 1 bottle 

of our Chocolate Cabernet Wine Sauce 
and 1 bottle of your favorite Casa 
Rondeña wine 

• 10% off all purchases
• 15% off cases of wine
• Free Casa Rondeña wine opener
• Complimentary wine tasting for 

two people
• Invitations to pre-release parties 

and “Members Only” events
• Special barrel tastings in our new 

Founder’s Rotunda
• Patio available for picnics (for wine 

club members only)
• Participation in harvest week

The cost is only $37.00 (plus tax or 
shipping) every other month.  We offer 
“will call” pickup for local members.  
For more information about Casa 
Rondeña Winery, visit our website at 
www.casarondena.com.

Casa Rondeña Wine Club Gift Memberships available

Casa Rondeña Winery now offers 
monthly cooking classes with winery 
chef Scott Clapp!  Sit back, relax and 
enjoy a glass of wine while Scott pre-
pares wonderful dishes paired with 
Casa Rondeña wine! Discount offered 
to residents of Los Ranchos!  

Our upcoming classes include:

November 21, 2008: 6pm – 8pm
How many turkey sandwiches can 

you eat?  Join winery chef Scott Clapp 
and learn a few new tricks for the day 
after feast.  Dishes include quick potato 
pancakes, southwest turkey potpie, 

unique turkey sandwiches and sweet 
potato pie.  

Featured wines will be Serenade and 
Port.  Wine included in class price.  

Cost:  $60 per person for Wine Club 
members (and Los Ranchos residents); 
$65 for non-members.  Space is limited 
so make reservations early!  Contact 
the winery at (505) 344-5911 or info@
casarondena.com to make reservations 
or for more information about our wine 
club.

December 18, 2008: 6pm – 8pm
Not enough time in the day?  Join 

winery chef Scott Clapp for some great 
holiday appetizer ideas!  Dishes include 
Asian chicken meatballs, Mediter-
ranean pizza, and chicken fajita cups.  
Featured wines will be Viognier and 
Meritage Red.  Wine included in class 
price.  

Cost:  $60 per person for Wine Club 
members (and Los Ranchos residents); 
$65 for non-members.  Space is limited 
so make reservations early!  Contact 
the winery at (505) 344-5911 or info@
casarondena.com to make reservations 
or for more information about our wine 
club.

Casa Rondeña now hosting monthly cooking classes

Image
(Current picture of Casa)
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Area I&J Construction

by Lisa Manwill 

The Area I&J project is finally wind-
ing down! We will be installing the 
sewer line below the MRGCD Albu-
querque Main Canal as soon the Canal 
no longer flows with irrigation water.  
We anticipate a dry Canal the first or 
second week in November. Most of this 
month will consist of installing remain-
ing pavement, clean up, and sewer lift 
station work.  It is our goal to have 
Rio Grande open this month – please 
be patient just a little bit longer.  The 
clean up and lift station work should 
continue until mid January.      

Be prepared for delays and shut 
downs on Rio Grande over the duration 
of the project.   The Village website, /
www.losranchosnm.org, is a good way 
to stay abreast of road impacts.  As 
always, you can call Rodrigo or me for 
assistance.   County inspectors are also 
familiar with the project and are avail-
able to address your concerns.  Don’t 
hesitate to contact us if you have ques-
tions or concerns.

The County will be handing out fly-
ers announcing the anticipated date 
that construction will begin on your 
road.  You can expect these flyers to be 
handed out 4 to 7 days prior to the start 
of construction on your road.   

The system being installed is a grav-
ity sewer system run by a series of 
lift stations.  Because of this, we have 
some flexibility when it comes to the 
placement of your sewer stubs.  Please 
review the information below and con-
tact the County prior to sewer installa-
tion on your road.  If you do not contact 
us, we will install the stub 6 feet deep 
somewhere along your front property 
line.

Do not tie into the sewer system 

yet! The sewer system is not currently 
functioning!

 SEWER STUBS
Below are some steps you may want 

to consider when trying to determine 
the best location for your sewer stub.  If 
you are not planning on installing your 
sewer yard line, contact a plumber to 
assist you with the steps below.  Please 
consider hiring a licensed and bonded 
plumber.

1. Depth of Sewer Line at House:
a. Locate your sewer clean outs and 

determine the depth to the bottom of 
your sewer line.  Generally, the clean 
out is located between the house and 
the septic tank.  

b. If you can not find, or do not have 
a sewer clean out, you must determine 
the depth of the sewer line exiting your 
house by digging it up.  

2. Length of Yard Line
a. Measure the length required for the 

new sewer yard line (from the house to 
the street)

3. Horizontal Location of Service Stub 
(at street)

a. The location of your yard line at 
the street (2a) will tell us the horizontal 
location of your sewer stub.

b. Once the County’s contractor is 
getting close to your residence, you 
will receive a flyer requesting you pro-
vide the desired horizontal placement 
of your sewer service stub.  Please be 
on the look-out for the flyer.

4. Vertical Location of Service Stub (at 
street).

a. Call or email the County Project 
Manager to confirm that we have your 

stub deep enough.  We can determine 
proper depth, providing you are able 
give us measurements described in 1 
and 2 above.  PLEASE make certain 
to mention if your property is above, 
below or about the same elevation as 
the street.

b. Unless you’ve been contacted 
previously, all sewer stubs will be a 
minimum of 6 feet below the street.  
This depth is usually deep enough to 
maintain proper yard line slope and 
keep yard trenches as shallow (less 
expensive) as possible.  If needed, in 
many cases, we are able to provide a 
deeper stub.  A deeper stub may be 
required for 

i) A home that sits far back from 
the street 

ii) A home that has clean out depths 
(1a /1b above) deeper than 2 feet

iii) A home that sits below the 
street

Assistant Project Engineer:	
Rodrigo Eichwald, P.E.  
(rleichwald@bernco.gov) 848-1574

Project Engineer:	
Lisa Manwill, P.E.
(lmanwill@bernco.gov) 848-1512

Doctor of Oriental Medicine and Herbology

Hong�Lu, DOM

Over�17�years�experience�in�China�and�U.S.A

• Pain • Anxiety • Stress

• Menopausal • Allergies

• Weight�Loss • Constipation

• Hypertension • Diabetes

• Prostate�Trouble • Smoking

• Facial�Rejuvenation
505-293-6888

We Accept ALL HEALTH INSURANCE
(including�Medicaid,�Medicare�-�Lovelace�Plan)

9204-B�Montgomery�Blvd.�NE Albuquerque,�NM�87111•

Essanté Dance Academy, LLC

Ballet • Tap • Jazz • Gymnastics 
Hip Hop • Cheer & Drill

Ages 3-18, Beginners to Advanced
Over 25 years of experience

Register now for our Fall Classes. 
Availability is limited!

Call (505) 345-1100

For information or registration or visit us at
6841 4th St. NW, 

Three Blocks North of Osuna
Mention this advertisement for a free $20 

enrollment!

Remaining construction work nears completion

IC

Reed�Acupuncture�&�Oriental�Medicine
Herbal�Medicine������Sound�Healing������Essential�Oils

Kirsti�Reed, DOM,�LLC.

7103 4th STNW

Los Ranchos, NM 87107

at�the�4th�St.�Wellness�Center

505-331-0452
drkirsti@reedacupuncture.com

Blue�Cross/Blue�Shield�of�NM�and�Presbyterian�Health�Plan�Provider

•�Sound�healing�with�Acutonics®

•�Korean�hand�acupuncture

•�Custom�herbal�formulas

•�Lifestyle�counseling

YOLANDA
L U C E R O
YOLANDA
L U C E R O

INTRODUCING

now at

Amoré Salon 6709 4th St. NW

Welcoming�Men,�Women�&�Children

440-9228
Let me customize your look!

Now Accepting New Clients!

Have you scheduled your
holiday hair care appointment yet?

HAIRCUTS

K I D S

W
OM

EN

MEN

COLORS
STYLES
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*MAP NOT TO SCALE
Happy�Holidays�from�All�of�Us!

just�10�Minutes�from�Los�Ranchos!

2603 American�Road�SE�•�Rio�Rancho,�NM�87124

898-0000
Sales�Open�7�Days�'til�8pm

Service�&�Parts�6�Days�'til�6pm

www.perfectioncars.com Courtesy Shuttle

Accord,�Civic,�Civic�Hybrid,�Civic
NGV,�CRV,�Fit,�S2000,�Pilot,
Element,�Ridgeline,�Odyssey

Offering�unbeatable�savings,�selection�and�service–
and the Best Value for your�hard-earned money.

A�large�selection�of�used�cars�too!

Isn’t it time you drove a Honda...
Check out our Holiday Specials!

$$$
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