
 1 

Los Ranchos Community Facilities & Services 
 
Utilities 
Sewer | Septic 
The Village used to be primarily septic systems, but due to increasing density intensifying ground water 
pollution, much of the Village is now tied into the ABCWUA sanitary sewer system. There are 84 properties in 
the Village that are on septic systems. Those that are not connected to the ABCWUA sanitary sewer system are 
more than 200 feet from a sewer service connection. Following completion of the local sewers the Village was 
diligent in tracking properties connecting to the sewers, taking a number of property owners to court to get 
compliance with the Ordinance requiring connections for properties within 200 feet of a public sewer. 
 
Electricity 
PNM provides electricity for the Albuquerque metropolitan area, including the Village, and other areas in New 
Mexico. A little over half of PNM energy comes from coal, and 15% comes from renewables. Renewable energy 
is expected to be 20% of PNM energy by 2020. A 46kV sub-transmission line along Second Street provides 
electricity to the Village. 
 
Gas 
New Mexico Gas Company provides gas to 22 counties in New Mexico, including Bernalillo County and the 
Village. Gas is delivered via the Alameda Station, near the Alameda bridge. A major substation is located at 
Paseo del Norte and Fourth Street. 
 
Waste Disposal (Trash & Recycling) 
Trash and recycling services are provided by Waste Management of New Mexico per a contract. For over 15 
years, Waste Management has provided service to the Village.   Waste Management was selected through a 
public process where proposals were solicited, and an award was made to the best offeror. The contract allows 
for several renewals before a new solicitation is required. 
 
Potable Water 
Water is provided by the Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority (ABCWUA), which distributes 
both surface and ground water. Ground water comes from the aquifer beneath us and surface water comes 
from the San Juan-Chama project. Like Albuquerque, the primary source of the Village’s water from ABCWUA 
comes from the San Juan-Chama project that diverts water from the Colorado River. The use of groundwater 
from the aquifer is declining alongside overall water use. Water continues to be managed through reuse and 
conservation and the aquifer is reserved more for times of drought.1 
 
Some landowners have private wells into the aquifer beneath us. The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) and the 
Bernalillo County Office of Environmental Health regulates private wells to protect against contamination. All 
wells require a well permit from the State Engineer. 
 
Irrigation Water 
Some landowners also have ditch access for irrigation of their properties through the Middle Rio Grande 
Conservancy District. Use of the Conservancy water requires that the property have water rights, or water can 

                                                        
1 Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority. Water 2120: Securing Our Water Future. Retrieved October 2018 from 
www.abcwua.org/uploads/files/Water%202120%20One-Pager_DM%20REV2.pdf. 
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be leased from the District. All properties in the Valley areas of Bernalillo, Valencia and Soccoro counties pay an 
assessment on their taxes to the MRGCD, to pay the cost of constructing the drains and irrigation ditches. 
Additionally, any property that uses Conservancy water to irrigate pays a separate fee for irrigation. 
 
Stormwater 
Stormwater is any water from rain, snow melt, or ice melt that seeps into the ground or is drained through 
drains, ditches, and streets, where it later ends up in the Rio Grande. Contaminated stormwater can affect water 
quality and can come from industrial and construction activities, as well as from daily life (litter, pet waste, yard 
waste, pesticides, and automobile fluids).2 Street sweeping and individual effort to dispose of waste properly 
can help to prevent stormwater pollution that feeds into the Rio Grande. 
 
The US Environmental Protection Agency regulates stormwater discharge to waters of the US through a 
discharge permit process. The Village is a member, along with other entities, of the entire watershed’s Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Discharge Permit to help protect surface water quality. 
 
Flood Control 
The Village’s location in the 
Middle Rio Grande Valley 
offers easier access to water 
and the green landscape that 
comes with it. However, that 
does mean that there is the 
possibility of flooding. 
Historically, the Rio Grande 
would flood and human-
made introductions of levees 
and the channelization of the 
river have managed that risk. 
 
Flooding information from 
the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
on the National Flood Hazard 
Layer (NFHL) map show 
flooding conditions in the 
Village.3 Because of the lower 
elevation, the majority of the 
Village is in FEMA Flood Zone 
X, an area of moderate flood 
hazard usually between the 
limits of 100 (1%) and 500 
(.2%) year floods.4 Pockets of 

                                                        
2 Bernalillo County. What is stormwater pollution? Retrieved October 2018 from www.bernco.gov/public-works/stormwater-pollution.aspx. 
3 Federal Emergency Management Agency. FEMA’s National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL) Viewer. Retrieved October 2018 from hazards-
fema.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8b0adb51996444d4879338b5529aa9cd. 
4 Federal Emergency Management Agency. Definitions of FEMA Flood Zone Designations. Retrieved October 2018 from snmapmod.snco.us/fmm/document/fema-
flood-zone-definitions.pdf. 
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the Village are in FEMA Flood Zone AH, a special flood hazard area with Base Flood Elevation or Depth. This area 
is subject to inundation by 1% annual chance shallow flooding (usually areas of ponding) where average depths 
are between one and three feet. Mandatory flood insurance requirements for purchasing and floodplain 
management standards do apply. The shaded area of the Village is in Zone X an area of minimal flood hazard. It 
is protected by levee from one-hundred-year (1% chance) floods. 
 
Telecommunications 
*For more information please see supporting Telecommunications / Data Communications document.  
 
Xfinity and CenturyLink are the main internet and cable TV providers available in the Village and are akin to a 
duopoly, though in some areas Xfinity has a monopolistic hold as CenturyLink has chosen to step out of 
infrastructure and providership based on a lack of density. The Village is covered by Sprint, T-Mobile, Verizon, 
and AT&T with 4G LTE data coverage. There is inconsistent coverage in the Village mainly due to infrastructure 
limitations; there is less economic incentive for infrastructure expansion based on a lower subscription base 
(population density). 
 
Infrastructure also has the potential to contrast to Village characteristics of viewscapes with wires and poles, 
possibly impacting views and wildlife. Trees also cause 5G to have a shorter range, leading to the need for more 
small cells to cover an area. The tradeoffs between improved infrastructure and characteristics of the Village 
need to be considered. 
 
Television 
Digital Over-The-Air programming is available for free to all residents with antennas via broadcast antennas on 
the Sandia Mountains. For cable television, Xfinity, CenturyLink (through Direct TV satellite), and DISH TV (via 
satellite) are available. 
 
Fiber Internet  
Faster than DSL or cable, it runs glass cables underground and is the fastest residential internet technology 
available. However, it is only available to 25% of the population and is costlier compared to DSL or cable.5 The 
cost and maintenance are feasibility limitations of developing the infrastructure for it. Another issue is attracting 
fiber providers. Attracting fiber internet is a combination of density, desire, and demographics.6 Before a fiber 
optic company builds the infrastructure and installs, there must be a desire from the community for fiber 
internet and enough density for the investment. Fiber is available for residences (Fiber to the Home FTTH), 
commercial (Fiber to the Premise FTTP) including educational, technical, professional, and medical premises, 
and offers connection to 5G (“deep fiber”). Fiber already runs to all 4G/LTE towers servicing the Village. 
 
5G 
5G cellular networks provides higher speed wireless broadband than 4G—at least five times faster and more 
responsive—but that performance comes with a shorter range (one block compared to a dozen blocks). The 
higher speeds provided by 5G are available up to 2,000 feet from a cell tower, but obstructions such as trees or 
buildings can shorten this range.7 Because of this, more small cells are needed to cover an area. 5G is faster, has 
low latency (lag in the response time when loading) and can connect multiple devices. 

                                                        
5 Highspeedinternet.com. Fiber Internet Providers. Retrieved November 2018 from www.highspeedinternet.com/providers/fiber. 
6 Ottoni, C. 2017. The road to fiber: how fiber optic infrastructure gets built. Retrieved November 2018 from ting.com/blog/the-road-to-fiber-how-fiber-optic-
infrastructure-gets-built. 
7 Cheng, R. 2018. The 5G revolution is upon us. Here’s everything you need to know. Retrieved November 2018 from www.cnet.com/news/the-5g-revolution-is-
upon-us-heres-everything-you-need-to-know. 
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It is estimated that it could take at least 84 5G small cells to fully cover the Village, not including the supporting 
infrastructure needed. 
 
“Smart” Municipalities 
Integrating information and communication technology into infrastructure, tying into the “Internet of Things” 
(IoT), municipalities can share information and operate more efficiently. A “smart” municipality can integrate 
technology into manufacturing, government, mobility, health, agriculture, buildings, utilities and grids, and 
transportation. However, a piecemeal approach that is separated between entities and industries can hinder a 
truly integrated network. There are also concerns about such integration regarding big data, monitoring, and 
privacy. Should the Village consider “smart” technology, it may benefit from inter-jurisdictional infrastructure 
efforts. 
 
Emergency Services 
Fire & Rescue 
The Village provided Fire services until 2009, when the Village Fire Department merged with the County Fire 
department (BCFD) There is one station within Village boundaries, Station 30 in District 30, located at 6697 
Fourth Street NW, which was constructed in 2011 by the Village for use by the County. The old fire station at 
Village Hall has not been used since 2011 and is used as a storage facility. The Village compensates BCFD 
approximately $450,000 and receives the support of the full County Fire Department. 
 
Police 
The Village does not provide law enforcement services. Instead, the Bernalillo County Sheriff Department 
provides said services and maintains a substation located in the Village at 6900 Fourth Street NW. The Village 
compensates the County approximately $50,000 per year, provides additional equipment from year to year and 
allows some service vehicles to be stored at Village Hall. 
 
Hazard Mitigation/Emergency Management 
The Village is included with other municipalities in a multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan, the Bernalillo 
County/City of Albuquerque/Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA)/Village of 
Los Ranchos de Albuquerque/Village of Tijeras Hazard Mitigation Plan. This was last updated in July 2015. The 
Village also has a Volunteer Emergency Manager for disaster preparedness who also oversees the Village’s 
Citizen Corps. 
 
Community Facilities 
There are no hospitals, libraries, community centers, or post offices within Village boundaries. 
 
Parks 
There is one developed park within the Village, Harnett Park. It is owned and maintained by the Village and has 
a playground, tennis courts, racquetball courts, and a jogging/pedestrian trail. That trail is listed as a Prescription 
Rx Trail under New Mexico Health Care Takes On Diabetes.8 The Alfredo Garcia Community Barn is also located 
here. 
 
There are two additional green spaces maintained by the Village along Osuna Rd between 2nd and 4th Street. 
 

                                                        
8 Prescription Trails. Retrieved November 2018 from prescriptiontrails.org. 
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Community/Senior Centers & Sports Fields 
The Village does not have a community center within its boundaries. Sports facilities are located at Harnett Park 
and at the local schools. 
 
The closest community center to the Village is the Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center at 9800 4th Street 
NW. Also connected is the Alameda Spray Park and North Valley Bike Park. The closest senior center is the North 
Valley Senior Center at 3825 4th Street NW. 
 
There are several other sports facilities around the Village. Just north of the Village at 8918 4th Street NW is the 
Alameda Soccer Complex. South are sports fields and a pool at Valley High School. Adjacent to the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Church at 1860 Griegos Road NW is the North Valley Little League Complex. 
 
Libraries 
The Village does not have any libraries within its boundaries. The closest library is the Rudolfo Anaya North 
Valley Library at 7704 2nd Street NW. There are two mini-libraries in the Village that are a donation based, take-
one-leave-one system. One is in front of the tennis courts at Harnett Park and one is in front of the fire station 
on Fourth Street. 
 
Village Hall 
The current Village Hall was built in 1983 and is located at 6718 Rio Grande Blvd NW.  
 
Post Offices 
The closest post offices to the Village are located south at 110 Montano Rd NE and north at 9132 4th Street 
NW. 
 
Communication 
The Village Vision magazine is a magazine mailed free to every household and business in the Village. It began 
in 2004 as a newsletter and is also available to view online. The Village also has Facebook, Twitter, and Pintrest 
accounts. 
 
Schools 
The Village has three public schools located within its boundaries: Los Ranchos Elementary School, Taft Middle 
School, and Taylor Middle School. The Village is also served by Alameda Elementary School and Alvarado 
Elementary School, located outside Village boundaries. The elementary and middle schools feed into Valley High 
School, located south of the Village. These schools are part of Learning Zone 3, a grouping of schools 
implemented with the Albuquerque Public Schools Academic Master Plan. There is currently one public charter 
school within Village boundaries, North Valley Academy, and one private school within Village boundaries, 
Victory Christian School, though there are other nearby charter and private schools. 
 
Crime 
The Village of Los Ranchos de Albuquerque has consistently maintained a lower crime rate than the 
surrounding areas of Bernalillo County and the City of Albuquerque. 
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