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Master Plan 2035 Historic Preservation Focus Public Input Workshop 
March 19, 2019 

 
This meeting was the second-half of a two-part meeting held on March 19th. The facilitator began the meeting 
and Los Ranchos Planning and Zoning Director Tim McDonough presented overarching information on historic 
preservation in the Village. This included standards for historic preservation and details on the national and 
state historic registers. For the Village specifically, registered properties in Los Ranchos were pointed out and 
other historic aspects of the Village were summarized, such as the Old Route 66/El Camino Real, tripa lot 
patterns, cottonwood trees, and archeology. 
 
There were several main questions for small group discussion: 

• Over the next 10-15 years, how should the Village address historic preservation needs and challenges? 
o What standards and guidelines regarding preservation, rehabilitation, restoration, and 

reconstruction should be used? 
o Should the Village encourage the listing of historic properties on the State and/or National 

Registry? 
o What archeological guidelines should be followed? 

• What recommendations for future action in this area do you have? 
 
Small tables discussed broad values and specific actions in response to those questions before reconvening as a 
whole. Each table was asked to provide its top two ideas. The following are some ideas mentioned by attendees 
grouped into themes: 
 
Awareness & Encouragement 

• Residents and visitors can be unaware of the diverse history of the Village 
o Pueblos, Hispanic settlers, post-incorporation 

• Encourage residents to list their properties on the State and/or National Historic Register 
• Root historic preservation within contribution to a sense of place for residents 

o Possible tourism benefits secondary  
 
Possible Methods for Awareness 

• Events 
o Village “Founder’s Day” 
o Village emphasis to celebrate Arbor Day 

• Map highlighting historic locations 
o Events and places sensitive to identification highlighted through a blurb on the side 

• Signage/markers of historic locations and landmarks 
o Public signs 
o Plaques on registered properties 

• Identify and record “hidden gems” 
o Oral history 
o Survey of properties 

 
Tripas 

• Amend code to allow development on tripa lots 
o Ex. Change setback requirements for narrow tripa lots 
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Guidelines 

• Landmark/historic preservation ordinance to protect or regulate historic public land 
• Application of Standards for Historic Preservation needs to be further investigated, there was no 

consensus on encouragement vs. regulation and in what way 
 
Natural Resources 

• Coordinate with agriculture department and/or arborists to address Cottonwood canopy 
o Encourage residents about possibly replanting, trimming, management of existing canopy 

• Encourage registration of ditches on National Register of Historic Places or State Register of Cultural 
Properties 

 
Agricultural History 

• Tie in historic preservation and awareness with Agri-tourism initiatives 
 
The general theme across all table conversations was that it would benefit current and potential residents to be 
aware of the historical assets in the Village and to encourage their preservation and appreciation. In addition, 
the attendees agreed that historic preservation should be pursued as a factor that adds to a sense of place in 
the Village, as the history of the Village is a valued characteristic. Historic preservation efforts can appeal to 
tourists, but any benefit from tourism should be secondary to the primary goal of contributing to a sense of 
place for residents. 
 
The next Master Plan public input meeting will be Tuesday, April 16, 2019 from 7-9 PM at Village Hall. This 
meeting was originally planned for February 19 but due to inclement weather was rescheduled. The discussion 
will focus on the current and potential business climate of the Village to address commercial land use, 
businesses, tourism, technology and infrastructure, and the Village’s financial health and tax base. 
 
Below is the written work product from the historic preservation focus meeting. The bulleted list and sticky 
notes in the photos are not grouped by category or importance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Historical Events 
• Ditches 
• Farming 
• Yes to second question about historic preservation 

o (Should the Village encourage the listing of 
historic properties on the State and/or National 
Registry?) 

• Do we want standards and guidelines – some 
disagreement 

• Village landmark/historic preservation ordinance 
o Not just identify, protect/regulate (on public 

land) 
• Founders’ Day event/signage to inform people of history 
• Agriculture department help with Cottonwoods 
• Tripas – Ordinances 

o Setbacks [adjust] to build on 
• Historic Markers 

 
On Maps: 

• Chavez House was first Bernco county seat 
• Old Pony Express Stop 7322 4th St NW 

Big Ideas (Orange Sticky Notes) 
- Arbor Day 

o Big deal 
o New cottonwoods too 

- Standards 
o Different views 

- Look at specific sites to develop 
- Landmark Ordinance – Guidelines 
- Historical Events/Map of Assets 
- Hidden gems – Survey 
- Marketing Historic Assets 
- Founders’ Day 
- Historic Marker(s) 

 
Recommendations 

• Published Map 
• Agri-Tourism 
• Celebrate Arbor Day in a big way 
• Diverse History 
• Wildlife 
• Memorable Living 
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