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NEW  MEXICO JUDICIARY 

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PROTOCOLS 

EMERGENCY COURT PROTOCOL NO. 1 

Precautionary Measures for Operating Courthouses 

and Other Judicial Buildings 

 

 
A. Continuity of Court Operations. 

B. Health Screening and Self-Isolation Procedures. 

C. Face Mask Requirements. 

D. On-Site Employees and Telework Procedures. 

E. Travel Restrictions for Judicial Officers and Employees. 

F. Courthouse Cleaning Requirements. 

 

 
EMERGENCY COURT PROTOCOL NO. 2 

 

Precautionary Measures for Conducting Judicial Proceedings 

 

 
A. Social Distancing and Use of Face Masks. 

B. Format of Court Proceedings. 

C. Resumption of Jury Trials. 

 

 
EMERGENCY COURT PROTOCOL NO. 3 

 

Temporary Procedural Requirements for Judicial Proceedings 

 

 
A. Filing by Email and Fax. 

B. Exhibits in Remote Proceedings. 

C. Identification Issues in Remote Proceedings. 

D. Temporary Stays. 

E. Peremptory Excusal of Judges. 



Page 2 of 17  

F. Deadlines for Trials in Criminal Cases. 

G. Plea and Settlement Deadlines. 

H. Motions to Reduce Sentences. 
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1 EMERGENCY COURT PROTOCOL NO. 1 

 

2 Precautionary Measures For Operating Courthouses 

3 and Other Judicial Buildings 

 

4 A. Continuity of Court Operations. 

 
5 l. All New Mexico state courts shall remain open and operating under 

 
6 regular business hours to ensure that the courts fulfill their constitutional and 

 
7 statutory responsibilities to all New Mexicans. 

 
8 2. There shall be no blanket cancellation of cases or types of proceedings 

 
9 by New Mexico courts, unless authorized pursuant to an approved continuity of 

 
10 operations plan under Supreme Court Administrative Order No. 20-8500-016 or as 

 
11 otherwise ordered by the Supreme Court. 

 
12 3. Probate courts and municipal courts in New Mexico may close if the 

 
13 building in which a court operates is closed by county or municipal authorities, or if 

 
14 the presiding judge in the court chooses to do so, provided that 

 
15 (a) notice is posted at the closed courthouse with the locations and 

 
16 phone numbers of the nearest magistrate and district courts; and 

 
17 (b) the public and the chief district judge in the judicial district is 

 
18 given advance notice of any such closure. 

 
19 B. Health Screening and Self-Isolation Procedures. 

 
20 l. In addition to the regular security screening that courts conduct, all 
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1 courts shall screen any person wishing to enter a courthouse or other building 

 
2 operated  or  occupied  by the New Mexico  Judiciary and  deny access to anyone, 

 
3 including any judicial officer, judicial employee, juror, witness, attorney, litigant, or 

 
4 other person,  as  appropriate, based  on  the answers  to the screening  questions  

s required by the Supreme Court for entry to courthouses and other judicial buildings.1 

6 which  are posted on the New Mexico Judiciary website  on  the New Mexico Courts 

 
7 - Coronavirus (COVID-19) Information webpage at nmcourts.gov. 

 
8 2. All courts shall conduct temperature checks for all persons, including 

 
9 judicial  officers and judicial employees,  seeking  to enter a courthouse   or  other 

 
10 judicial building operated or occupied by the New Mexico Judiciary and shall deny 

 
11 entry to anyone with a temperature of I00.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher. 

 
12 3. All courts shall maintain a daily log of all persons, including judicial 

 
13 officers and judicial employees, entering a courtroom. The daily log shall include 

 
14 the name, telephone number, and date of entry for each person on the log. The daily 

 
15 log shall be retained for four (4) weeks. 

 
16 4. Any person, other than a judicial officer or judicial employees, who 

 
17 engages in or returns from out-of-state travel may enter a courthouse to appear 

 
18 pursuant to a court order, provided that the person successfully passes all other safety 

 
19 and public health screenings required by the court and otherwise complies with all 

 
20 other applicable directives from public health authorities. 
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1 C. Face Mask Requirements. 

 
2 1. The use of a protective face covering that covers the nose and mouth 

 
3 shall be required by anyone, including judicial officers and judicial employees, 

 
4 entering and while in a courthouse, judicial building, or other physical space used, 

s occupied, or operated by the New Mexico Judiciary, provided that this order shall 

6 not apply to the following individuals: 

 
7 (a) young children who are unable to remove the face covering 

 
8 without assistance; 

 
9 (b) any person who provides written proof that the person has been 

 
10 advised by a health care provider not to wear a face covering; or 

 
11 (c) anyone who is unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable 

 
12 to remove a face covering without assistance. 

 
13 See also Emergency Court Protocol No. 2, Subsections A(2) and (3). 

 
14 2. The use of a protective face covering is not required by a judicial officer 

 
15 or employee when in that person's private office with no one else present. 

 
16 D. On-Site Employees and Telework Procedures. 

 
17 1. The chief judge or administrative authority in each judicial district may 

 
18 permit judicial employees to work from home if they can effectively perfonn their 

 
19 designated functions remotely, provided that adequate personnel continue to remain 
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1 on site for court operations that must take place inside the courthouse. 

 
2 2. Any judicial officer or employee who is denied access to a courthouse 

 
3 or other building operated or occupied by the New Mexico Judiciary because of the 

 
4 results of the screening or temperature check requirements in these Emergency Court 

s Protocols shall be required to do the following unless otherwise directed by the chief 

6 judge of the judicial district: 

 

7 (a) engage in a fourteen (14)-day period of self-isolation; 

 
8 (b) obtain a test for COVID-19 in accordance with New Mexico 

 

9 Department of Health protocols and disclose the results of the test to the chief judge 

 
10 of the judicial district; and 

 
11 (c) work from home to the extent that their work can be performed 

 
12 remotely with the permission of the chief judge or other administrative authority of 

 
13 the affected individual. 

 
14 3. Any judicial employee engaged in a period of self-isolation required 

 
15 under these Emergency Court Protocols who is not able or permitted to work from 

 
16 home shall use annual and sick leave or, if eligible, leave under the Families First  

 
17 Coronavirus Response Act. 

 
18 E. Travel Restric tions for Judicial Officers and Employees. 

 
19 1. The suspension of all out-of-state travel on work-related business by 



Page 7 of 17  

1 judicial officers and judicial employees of the New Mexico Judiciary shall remain 

 
2 in effect until further order of the Court. 

 
3 2. All judicial officers and judicial employees are strongly discouraged 

 
4 from traveling out-of-state on personal business. 

 
5 3. Any judicial officer or judicial employee who engages in out-of-state 

 
6 travel shall report the nature, extent, and details of the travel to the chief judge of the 

 
7 judicial district before traveling or, if advance notice of the out-of-state travel is not 

 
8 possible because of unforeseen, emergency circumstances, as soon as possible after 

 
9 the travel begins. 

 
10 4. Any judicial officer or judicial employee who engages in or returns 

 
11 from out-of-state or international travel shall engage in a fourteen (14)-day period 

 
12 of self-isolation upon return to New Mexico before returning to the workplace. 

 
13 5. If a judicial officer or judicial employee has contact with any person, 

 
14 including a household member, while that person is required to engage in a period 

 
15 of self-isolation under any applicable executive order, the judicial officer or judicial 

 
16 employee shall engage in a fourteen (14)-day period of self-isolation from the date 

 
17 of contact with that person before returning to the workplace. 

 
18 6. Exceptions to the self-isolation required under Subsections (E)(4) and 
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1 (E)(5) of this Protocol are permitted under the following circumstances: 

 
2 (a) Out-of-state travel for conunuting to and from the personal 

 
3 residence of the judicial officer or employee shall not require self-isolation if 

 
4 telework is not available; 

 
5 (b) Out-of-state travel for essential medical treatment for the judicial 

 
6 officer or employee or that person's immediate family member shall not require self- 

 
7 isolation, provided that the travel is not to an inte1national destination. 

 
8 7. The exceptions to self-isolation in Subsections (E)(6)(a) and (b) of this 

 
9 Protocol shall not apply to the following: 

 
10 (a) Out -of-state travel to another state where the COVID-19 regional 

 
11 transmission rate is greater than 1.05; and 

 
12 (e) Out-of-state travel that included discretionary stops in addition 

 
13 to the intended destination, that included a mass gathering with other persons, or that 

 
14 did not otherwise comply with other social distancing requirements and 

 
15 recommendations from New Mexico public health authorities. 

 
16 F. Courthouse Cleaning Requirements. 

 
17 All courthouses and other judicial buildings operated by the New Mexico 

 
18 Judiciary must be maintained in accordance with the guidelines issued by the New 
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1 Mexico Department of Health for the cleaning and disinfection of public facilities 

 
2 during the current public health emergency. See Cleaning and Disinfection of Public 

 
3 Facilities in Response to Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) (Issued March 22, 2020). 

 
4 [Approved by Supreme Court Order No. 20-8500-025, effective July 6, 2020.] 
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1                  EMERGENCY PROCEEDURES FORMUNICIPAL COURT 

 

2 

 

3 A. 

Precautionary Measures for Conducting Judicial Proceedings 

 
Social Distancing and Face Mask Requirements. 

 

4  l. All hearings, including trials, and all other court-organized gatherings 

s of any type and at any location shall be held in a manner that limits the number of 

6 individuals  in  a single room or connected space - which includes judges, court 

 
7 personnel, jurors, attorneys, litigants, the press, and the general public - to allow 

 
8 for appropriate social distancing, as recommended by public health authorities. In 

 
9 any such gathering, a minimum of six (6) feet in each direction must be maintained 

 
10 between every individual while entering, inside, and exiting the courthouse. 

 
11 2. Judicial officers and other court personnel shall wear a protective face 

 
12 covenng at all times while participating in a judicial proceeding. See also 

 
13 Emergency Court Protocol No. 1, Section C. 

 
14 3. During trials and other hearings all witnesses and jurors shall wear a 

 
15 protective face  covering  at  all  times,  including  while  testifying  or  deliberating1 

 
16 except that a face covering may be removed for a very brief moment to allow for the 

 
17 identification of a party or witness provided that the party or witness does not speak 

 
18 while the face covering is removed. See also Emergency Court Protocol No. 1, 

 
19 Section C. 

 
20 4. Any party may request that a witness be allowed to testify without a 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


