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Welcome to
Stonehill Nursery School
Please read this booklet
carefully. It includes all the
information you will need when
your child starts Nursery.

Contact us on: 01332 341636
or email: admin@stonehill.derby.sch.uk
Visit our website: www.stonehillnurseryderby.com

Our Aims and Objectives
at Stonehill Nursery School
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To provide an environment where all children
and adults can have fun together.
To provide each child with opportunities to
acquire the knowledge, skills and attitudes that
will provide a firm foundation for future learning.
To develop each child’s self esteem and self
expression through an active, play based
curriculum that promotes independent learning.
To provide challenging activities in every area
of the curriculum that will give each child an
opportunity to learn.
To value the school community and celebrate
it’s cultural, linguistic and religious diversity.
To nurture a sense of responsibility and respect
within each child for other children, adults and
the immediate and extended environment.
To develop a strong partnership with parents
and professionals in order to establish and
develop continuity of care, learning and
support for each individual.

Our Stonehill Staff
We look forward to working
with you and your child
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Session times & information
When you and your
child arrive, you are very
welcome to come into the
nursery and play with your
child until they are settled
happily. Your child will
attend nursery part time for
15 hours a week.

At the end of the session your child MUST be collected
by an adult (aged over 16). Please tell a member of staff
if someone different will be collecting your child.
Please do not park on the yellow zigzag lines.
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9.00am until 12.00noon
Afternoon Session:
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12.45pm until 3.45pm

If you arrive early please wait with your child, as the staff
will be getting the nursery ready. If you are late your child
may be very upset. Sometimes this cannot be helped, so
please ring to let the staff and your child know.

What to expect when starting
at Stonehill Nursery School
Please help your child to be
confident at school by helping
them with the following:
Please put your child’s name in their coat or jacket,
and in any other items that might be left at nursery, bags,
jumpers etc.
Please help your child by encouraging them to put on their
coats/shoes/socks by themselves and by making sure that
they know how to use the toilet.
Please send your child to school in clothes that they can
fasten and unfasten by themselves and that are easily
washable. Your child will have lots of opportunity to join in
messy play!

Please dress your child safely, for example no open shoes,
high-heeled sandals or jewellery. These are dangerous
when your child is running or climbing.

Our Nursery Curriculum
You have made the important decision to give your child
the opportunities and experiences offered by Nursery
Education, thus ensuring that your child has a good start to
their school life.
We provide a stimulating learning environment in which
your child will be happy to gain new skills and knowledge,
whilst building relationships with other children and adults.
The staff encourage the children to make decisions for
themselves, for example by choosing at what time to have
their snack, whether to play indoors or outdoors, and to
become independent, for example by hanging up their
coats, by looking after their possessions, by selecting
an activity. Decision-making and independence help to
develop the child’s self-esteem, which in turn helps the
child to develop skills and acquire new learning.

The Early Years Foundation Stage, introduced in 2008, is a
Key Stage for 0-5 year olds. The document is available in
school for you to read and staff are happy to discuss this.

What your child will be doing
at Stonehill Nursery School...
They will be playing!
The activities and experiences from which your child can
choose, are planned by the Nursery staff, who present
the Nursery curriculum in such a way that children of all
levels of maturity can take part.
In order to develop a child’s ability to concentrate, it is
important for the child to have time for uninterrupted play,
and this is the reason why the children may choose their
activities during the session. Children also need to be
able to listen as part of a group, and this is the reason
why all the children have a group story with a member of
staff every session... no choice!
The next few pages will give you a glimpse of what the
children will be up to while they are with us...

Outdoor Play

opportunities for

climbing, running, jumping, sliding, swinging, digging
in the large sandpit and soil patch, planting flowers
and vegetables, bikes, prams, trucks and building
blocks.

Painting

using a variety of tools;

brushes, hands, fingers, sponges, printing using
different surfaces; fabric, boxes, walls and tables.

Collage

using glue, scissors, cellotape, using

many textures and colours sometimes flat, sometimes 3D.

Mark-making

writing and drawing every

session using pencils, pens, chalk, crayons, felt-tips,
charcoal, markers and water.

Sand sometimes with cars, play people,
treasure, and shells sometimes dry, sometimes wet,
buckets and spades, diggers, bricks, planks, tyres
Sometimes dry, sometimes wet, usually bare feet.

Water sometimes coloured, sometimes clear,
sometimes with bubbles, sometimes with smells,
using bottles, jugs, tubes, waterwheels, bathing dolls,
washing up.

Malleable materials

play dough, clay (messy), cornflour, ice cubes,
soap flakes, spaghetti and shaving foam.

Construction large wooden blocks,
small wooden bricks and sets of equipment that
connect and fit together.

Imaginative

home corner, shops, hospitals, office, hairdressers,
dolls, farmyard, zoo, train set and dressing up.

Mathematical jig-saws, peg
boards, threading beads lotto, snap, memory,
matching and sorting games, number
rhymes, counting activities indoors, buckets,
sieves, rakes, spades.

ICT computer,

interactive white board, programmable toys,
cameras, tape recorders.

Books

available at every session staff will read
stories to individual children who make the
request and children are encouraged to look
at books by themselves, with a friend, or in
a group, every child will be part of a group to
listen to a story every session, at a set time.

Music singing, playing instruments,
games, rhymes, dancing and listening.

2 Year Olds at Stonehill
Stonehill now offers a number of places for 2-3 year old
children, eligible then term after their 2nd Birthday.
Your child is eligible if you receive one of the following:
Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA)
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)
• Universal Credit
• Tax credits and you have an annual income of under £16,190
• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit
• Support through part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act
• The Working Tax Credit 4-week run on

(the payment you get when you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit)

A child can also get free early education and childcare if any of the following apply:
• They’re looked after by a local council
• They have a current statement of special education needs or an
education, health and care (EHC) plan
• They get Disability Living Allowance
• They’ve left care under a special guardianship order, child arrangements
or adoption order

For further information and to reserve a place for
your child, please contact Michelle on 01332 341636.

Records at Stonehill
We make a record of your child’s progress and
achievements during their time at Nursery. You will be
invited to share these records with the staff and your child
regularly. Your comments will be much valued. If your child
shows a particular strength in any area we will share this
with you. Please share with us any exciting events for your
child and also talk to us if you have any concerns about
your child at home or at nursery. When your child leaves
Nursery, a record is passed to the school, and a record
book is given to you to keep. You are always welcome to
ask any questions about your child in Nursery, at any time
and view their learning journey.

Healthy Eating at Stonehill
We provide a range of healthy snacks every day which are all
vegetarian. We charge 50p per week, payable at the start of
each week or a term in advance. It is important that you inform
us if your child has any food allergies or is not able to eat
certain foods due to religious beliefs or dietary requirements.
We enjoy celebrating birthdays in nursery, we ask as part of
our Healthy Eating initiative that if you want to send something
to share, please send fruit instead of sweets or cake.

Contact us on: 01332 341636
or email: admin@stonehill.derby.sch.uk

Attendance at Stonehill
Once your child has a nursery place we expect regular
attendance (unless they are ill). It is important that they attend
regularly, in order to gain the maximum benefit from the
carefully planned learning activities and opportunities.
You must contact us if your child is absent (please see below
for details of how to do this). If we do not hear from you we
will make every effort to contact you. We will contact the local
authority/social care department if we cannot contact you at
all. If your child is absent because they are ill contact school
to let us know and keep them at home until they are better.
We are unable to accept your child if they have any infectious
illness. If your child has diarrhoea or sickness, you MUST
keep them at home for at least 48 hours after it has stopped,
as this type of infection can spread so quickly amongst young
children. If you are worried about your child, and want to talk
to someone, a member of staff is always available.
Half-termly reviews of attendance will take place for all pupils.
Where concerns are raised you will be contacted by our
inclusion attendance officer. No holidays will be authorised,
and if pupils fail to attend school for a period exceeding 20
days then their place will be removed and they will have to
return to the waiting list until a place becomes available.

Medication
If your child is taking medication, we can only administer
this if it is prescribed and has the original packaging and
pharmacy information. Any form of unprescribed medication
must be administered by a parent. Parents will be asked to
sign the medicine form. If your child becomes ill at Nursery,
we will make every effort to contact you or the emergency
number you have supplied.

Special Educational Needs
at Stonehill
All children who come to Stonehill Nursery are individuals
with individual needs. We believe children with special
educational needs have the same needs as any other child
but also have extra individual needs. It is important that a
child with special educational needs is identified as quickly
as possible. We will inform and discuss any problems
with parents as soon as we have identified them and will
continue to work in partnership throughout the special
needs process.

Contact us on: 01332 341636
or email: admin@stonehill.derby.sch.uk

Child Protection at Stonehill
Parents should be aware that the school is required to take
any reasonable action to ensure the safety of its pupils. In
cases where the school has reason to be concerned that
a child may be subject to ill treatment, neglect or other
forms of abuse, the Head Teacher is obliged to follow
the Child Protection procedures established by the Local
Safeguarding Children Board and to inform Derby City
Children’s Social Care department of the concern. Please
notify the staff of any injuries sustained by your child away
from the Nursery.
We will inform you if your child has an accident at Nursery
and will show you the entry in the accident book and ask
you to sign against it.

Governors
Stonehill is federated with Dale Community Primary School.
The Governing body can be contacted at:

governors@dale.derby.sch.uk.

Admissions to Primary School
Parents need to decide which school they wish their child
to attend. An application form will be provided by the
authority which must be completed and returned.
Primary and Infant schools in Derby City all have the
same admission date. If your child has their 5th birthday
anytime in the year between 1st September 31st August,
the Primary/Infant school will admit them in the September
of that year. The legal age at which children must start
Primary education is the term after their 5th birthday.

Complaints at Stonehill
If a parent has any concerns they can be raised with a staff
member. If a concern is not resolved through discussion
with a staff member, or there is a complaint, the parent or
the staff member can refer it to the Head Teacher. Every
effort will be made to rectify the problem by staff, the Head
Teacher or the Chair of Governors.

Contact us on: 01332 341636
or email: admin@stonehill.derby.sch.uk
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