GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
(Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod)
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
October 15, 2017

THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH
Lord Jesus, my heavenly Bridegroom, Your love for me and for all is everlasting. You gave
Yourself into death that I might be given eternal life. In Holy Baptism I was joined to You and
through Word and Sacrament You strengthen me in my faith. Your table spread for me grants me
forgiveness and life and is a foretaste of the feast to come where I, with all Your redeemed, will sit
and feast in Your presence clothed in Your righteousness forevermore. Grant this to me for Your
name’s sake. Amen

WELCOME
Welcome to Grace! In our Introit for today we have the words of the Prophet Isaiah who
calls upon us to rejoice in the Lord, “for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.” (Isaiah 61:10). It is good for you to be here
at Grace today! The Lord invites us to come to the feast. This is a banquet hall in which we receive
His great gifts of forgiveness of our sins and eternal life. We especially welcome those who are
visiting today! Please accept our invitation for you to come and worship with us again!
We ask that everyone here this morning fill out an attendance registration card found at each
pew and return it to an Usher as the Offering is collected. Children are welcome in our Service and
will be invited to come forward for a Children’s Message. Parents may accompany them. Restrooms
are located on the lower level of this building or across the bridge on this floor level before entering
the fellowship hall. A nursery for infants and toddlers is located downstairs for anyone who has need.

HOLY COMMUNION
Holy Communion will be celebrated in the 10:45 Service today. In this sacrament we receive
Christ’s very body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. Those who are not members of Grace are
asked to speak with our Pastor before partaking of this sacrament so that the unity of faith might be
established. Thank you for honoring this request.

AS WE GATHER
God has worked faith in our hearts to respond in joy to His gracious invitation to come to the
feast. Yet we are sometimes preoccupied with our personal agendas and the world’s allure can stop
our ears and turn our hearts away. Jesus speaks of that problem in another of His parables about the
kingdom of heaven. Some might think they can enter heaven, the eternal wedding banquet, on their
own terms, supposing we need not be clothed in Christ’s righteousness alone. Yet God is persistent
and He keeps sending out His special invitation to one and all. What joy Paul leads us in as he writes
what serves as today’s Epistle reading. Our current circumstances mean nothing compared to the
eternal banquet to which we are invited by God’s abundant grace. “The feast is ready, come to the
feast, the good and the bad, come and be glad, greatest and least come to the feast.” (LW 346 refrain)

THE ALTAR FLOWERS
The Altar Flowers are given today to the glory of God and the beautification of
His House by Joe and Debbie Craig in celebration of their 35th wedding anniversary and
in thanksgiving for blessings received.
THOSE WHO SERVE
Pastor:
Director of Parish Music:
Secretary:
Early Childhood Center Director:
Acolyte:
(8:15)
Cantor:
(8:15)
Ushers:
(8:15)
Greeters:
Altar Guild:
Acolyte:
Cantor:
Communion Assistant:
Ushers:

(8:15)
(8:15)
(10:45)
(10:45)
(10:45)
(10:45)

Greeters:
Altar Guild:
Coffee Hosts:
Altar Guild:
Nursery Attendant:

(10:45)
(10:45)

Rev. James C. Walter
Charles Russell
Pat Funk
Colleen Moorman
James Junkans
Joel Junkans
Robert Jones, Robert Nichols
Robert Wilimzig
Debbie Craig, Mildred Wilkins
Linda Riggin, Pat Funk
Owen McCrory
Suzanne Lambert
Tim Sweeney
Shaun Baker, Paul Krueger
Tim Sweeney, Greg Warren
Sharon and Gervais LeBlanc
Lou Allice May
The Wilimzig and Walter families
Suzanne Raddle, Wilma Richter
Mary Ann Dyer

(Wed. evening)

THE APPOINTED READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, October 22nd, The Twentieth
Sunday after Pentecost, are: The Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7, The Epistle
Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, and The Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22.
Grace Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 250769, Little Rock, AR 72225
www.gracelutheranlr.org
Telephone Number: 501-663-3631
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THE ORDER OF DIVINE SERVICE
for
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Prelude

“At the Lamb’s High Feast we Sing” ~ Jacob B. Weber

Lighting of the Chancel Candles
Ringing of the Church Bell
Opening Hymn: Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower

LSB 694

Confession and Absolution
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P
C

Matthew 28:19b; [18:20]

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Exhortation
P
C

1 John 1:8–9

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins
P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
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punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen

Declaration of Grace (8:15)
P

C

John 1:12; Philippians 1:6

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who
has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Amen

Absolution (10:45)
P

C

John 20:19–23

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen

Service of the Word
Introit

Is. 61:10; antiphon: Ps. 146:2

P
C

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

P
C

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,

P
C

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

P
C

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P
C

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
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Kyrie

Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis

Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. Deal with us not in the
severity of Your judgment but by the greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading
P
C

Isaiah 25:6–9

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gradual

Ps. 91:11; 103:1

He will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
Bless the LORD, | O my soul,*
and all that is within me, bless his | holy name!

Epistle

Philippians 4:4–13

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse

Rev. 22:17

P Alleluia. The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” Let the one who hears say, “Come.” Let
the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price.
Alleluia.

Holy Gospel
P

Matthew 22:1–14

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.

The reading of the Holy Gospel.
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P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Children's Message
Sermon Hymn: At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing
LSB 633
Service Note: Stanzas 1-2 all; stanza 3 women; stanza 4 all; stanza 5 men; stanzas 6-8 all
Sermon

Matthew 22:1–14

“Come to the Feast”
Stand

Apostles' Creed (8:15)
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen
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Nicene Creed (10:45)
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God, begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen

Prayer of the Church
P

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

Each petition ends with the following:
P
C

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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The prayers conclude with the following:
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy;
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

Sit

Offering
Stand

Offertory

Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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10:45 service continues on page 13

Service Concludes (8:15)
Lord's Prayer

Matthew 6:9–13

P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen

P

Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down
from above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to
the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You
and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen

Collect

C

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
Amen
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Closing Hymn: Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
Postlude

LSB 680

“At the Lamb’s High Feast we Sing” ~ Paul Manz

T

T

T

Service of the Sacrament (10:45)
Preface

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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Proper Preface
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

Sanctus

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray,
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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The Words of Our Lord
P

Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ
P
C
P

1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and
to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

Lord's Prayer
C

Matthew 6:9–13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen
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Pax Domini

John 20:19

Agnus Dei

John 1:29

Sit

Distribution
Communion Instructions: The Pastor invites the communicants, those who are able, to kneel
and then distributes the host which may be received into the hand or the mouth. The Elder
distributes the individual cups. The communicants are asked to hold their cups until the Pastor
says, “Take and drink.”
Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
LSB 636 sts. 1–4
Organ Interlude
Soul, Adorn Thyself with Gladness ~ Georg Philipp Telemann
Hymn: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness
LSB 636 sts. 5–8
Hymn: The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want
LSB 710
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Stand

Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Collect
P

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in
the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction
P
C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
Amen
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Closing Hymn: Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise
Postlude

LSB 680

“At the Lamb’s High Feast we Sing” ~ Paul Manz

T

T

T
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE
SUNDAY:

MON - FRI:
MONDAY:
TUESDAY:
WEDNESDAY:
THURSDAY:

8:15 a.m. – Divine Service
Coffee and Fellowship in the Parlor
9:45 a.m. – Sunday School downstairs in Parker Hall
9:45 a.m. – Junior and Senior High classes downstairs in the church
9:45 a.m. – Pastor Walter’s Bible Class upstairs in Parker Hall
10:45 a.m. – Divine Service with Holy Communion
6:00 p.m. – Youth Group meets
7:30 a.m. – Early Childhood Development Center (ECDC)
6:00 p.m. – The CALL Information Meeting
6:00 p.m. – Board of Elders
5:30 p.m. – Handbell Choir
6:30 p.m. – Adult Choir
6:30 a.m. – Men’s Bible Study (St. Vincent’s)
11:00 a.m. – 8th Confirmation
7:00 p.m. – Mid-Week Service
12:00 noon – Devotions with Pastor
5:15 p.m. – 7th Confirmation

TODAY IN SUNDAY SCHOOL the story of “Jonah” serves as the focus of our lesson.
Just as Jonah was swallowed up in the belly of the fish for three days, so Jesus, in His
crucifixion, was baptized into the sea of death, drowned in our sin, devoured by the
grave, and spewed forth alive again on the third day so that He might save us all.
Questions for discussion include, “Why did Jonah try to run away from God? What does
God do when sinful people repent?”
PASTOR WALTER’S CLASS meets Sunday morning upstairs in Parker Hall in the
Family Life Center. This Sunday the focus of the study will continue to be centered in
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation using the Lutheran Hour Ministries video, “A
Man Named Martin Part 3: The Movement.”
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES for children ages 3 years through 6th grade meet in the
lower level of the Family Life Center and JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS meets in their
classroom downstairs in the church. The HIGH SCHOOL CLASS is joining Pastor
Walter’s class for the series using the video “A Man Named Martin Part 3: The
Movement.”
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
James Junkans is recovering from injuries following a bike accident.
Judy Fastenau is recovering from surgery on her ankle following a fall.
Allen Deislinger is continuing his recovery at home.
Katie Litwa continues receiving cancer treatments.
Emma Louise Lile is in hospice care at Briarwood Nursing Center.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO:
Oct. 15 – Suzanne Lambert, Ana McWilliams
Oct. 16 – Sheila Wilimzig, Anna Kathryn Wallace, John Wilkins
Oct. 21 – Billy Wilkins, Jr.
LAST WEEK’S STEWARDSHIP – Attendance: Sunday 10/8 – 156. (8:15 – 91 and
10:45 – 65). Offerings: Sunday 10/8: $9,512.00. Mid-week 10/4: $260.00. Memorials:
$10.00. Building Fund: $90.00.
7th GRADE CONFIRMATION will meet at 5:15 p.m. on Thursday in the Parlor.
8th GRADE CONFIRMATION will meet at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday in the Parlor.
THE REFORMATION, a 250 page coffee table—style hardback book, provides a richly
illustrated and engagingly written overview of this amazing time of change and renewal
in the Christian Church. Concordia Publishing House is offering The Reformation for
this special pre-order price of $22.49 which is valid through October 16th. We have a
sign-up poster on a table on the bridge for you to place your order. This is the last day
to sign up!!! Please make your check payable to Grace Lutheran Church and turn it in to
the church office. We will place our order with CPH on Monday morning, October 16th.
YOUTH GROUP - Calling all youth 7-12th grades for a get together this evening, October
15th, at 6:00 p.m. Bring your appetite and some great ideas for this next year! RSVP to
Diane Roberts (681-8034 or di4hogs@yahoo.com).
PORTALS OF PRAYER devotion books are available on the table in the back of the
sanctuary. The devotions begin today so please pick up your copy this morning.
NOON DEVOTIONS WITH PASTOR is this Thursday, October 19th, at 12:00 noon in
Parker Hall. (Note the change of date.) Bring a sandwich and join us for Bible study and
fellowship. Drinks, chips, and dessert are provided. We eat first and then Pastor Walter
shares a devotional Bible study with us. Bring a friend and join us …this is a
wonderful opportunity for fellowship!!
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BOARD OF ELDERS will meet Monday, October 16th, at 6:00p.m. in the Parlor. Gary
Proud is the director: BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP will meet next Thursday, October
26th, at 6:00 p.m. in the Parlor. Dave Graf is the director.
FOOD PANTRY – We continue to receive requests for food from our Food Pantry.
Thank you for your support. Following are items that need to be replenished in our
pantry: Canned chunky soups (no creamed soups), canned meats such as tuna, chicken
and vienna sausages, and canned fruits. Also needed are individual fruit and pudding
cups and individual packages of peanut butter crackers. Thank you for your donations to
fill these needs.
MEMORIALS IN MEMORY OF RUDY BISCHOF
TO GRACE BUILDING FUND
By Donna Langlais
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How To Get Your Tickets For
Luther: The Idea That Changed the World

On Monday, October 30, at 6:30, Grace is sponsoring the recent film “Luther: The
Idea That Changed the World.” The movie will be shown at the Breckenridge Theatre,
1200 Breckenridge Drive.
We would like to fill all ninety seats that evening with members and their friends.
The tickets are free while they last and will be given out on a first come, first served basis.
A sign-up sheet is still on the Bridge. We ask that those who wish to receive a ticket are
committed to attending the movie. If you have a friend that you wish to bring we will
provide them a ticket as well. Once again we just ask that if YOU GET A TICKET YOU
USE THAT TICKET!
We will begin ticket distribution today Sunday, October 15.
questions, please contact the church office.
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If you have any

Celebrating

Reformation 500
REFORMATION SUNDAY
October 29th - 10:00 a.m.
ONE SERVICE
with Holy Communion
Sunday School and Bible Class at 8:45 a.m.
Following the Service we will recognize our new members
with a Potluck Luncheon.
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Continuing to Celebrate

Reformation 500
Monday, October 30th 6:30 p.m.
The Movie – Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World
at the UA Breckenridge Theater

Tuesday, October 31st 6:30 p.m.
Recital and vespers service
Featuring Alisa Coffey - Harpist and Charles Russell Organist
Grace Lutheran Church
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