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Banging the Drum Slowly: I 
John 4 



Review 

 Context 

 3 tests or hallmarks of believers 

 Doctrinal  

 Moral  

 Social 

 

 

 

 

 



A Third Exposition Of The Doctrinal Test - 1John 
4:1-6 

 1John 1: 1-4- What we have seen and touched, and which 
was with the Father, we proclaim so that you might have 
fellowship with us 
 

  1 John 2: 18-27- “Who is the liar? It is the man who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the 
antichrist” 
 

 1 John 4: 1-6- “This is how you recognize the Spirit of 
God. Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus has come 
in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of 
antichrist…” 



A Sincere Profession Does not Mean Correct 
Belief: 

 V 1- “Dear Friends” (see also 2:1, 2:7, 2:18, 2:28, 3:7, 
3:21) followed by an imperative/command- “test the 
spirits” 
 

 CF. 3:24 “ And this is how we know that he lives in us: we 
know it by the Spirit he gave us”.  
 

 But how do we know it is the Spirit? Test it by what it 
says about Jesus 
 

 V 3- “Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus has come 
in the flesh is from God” and the converse works as well. 



H I S  O B J E C T I V E  R E A L I T Y :  T H E  A P O S T O L I C  E X P E R I E N C E  
O F  J E S U S  T R U M P S  P E R S O N A L  F E E L I N G S ,  I N S I G H T S  A N D  

A S P I R A T I O N S  
 

T H E Y  H A D  N O  C A N O N  Y E T ,  B U T  T H E Y  D I D  H A V E  H I M .  
 

A N D  T O D A Y ,  H E  W O U L D  S A Y  T H E  S A M E  T H I N G  T O  A  
S O C I A L L Y  C O N S T R U C T E D  M O R A L I T Y  T H A T  S H U N S  

B I B L I C A L  I N S T R U C T I O N  I N  F A V O R  O F  R E L A T I V I S M   

John would not have been 
comfortable with Post-modernism 



A Third Exposition of Social Test- 1John4:7- 19 

 1 John 2:9- “Whoever claims to be in the light, but hates 
his brother is still in darkness” 

 

 1 John 3: 16- “This is how we know what love is: Jesus 
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 
for our brothers” 

 

 1 John 4:19-21-” We love because he first loved us. If 
anyone says “I love God”  yet hates his brother, he is a 
liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, who he 
has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.” 

 

 



I John 3:1-18- God’s Love Lavished  

God 

Me 



Implications of God’s Love Lavished Towards Us 

 It transforms us to resemble God (v.2) 

 

 It incents us to live consistent with the Gospel (v. 3-
10) 

 

 It stimulates us to love community of God’s faithful 
(v.10) 



Chapter 3 Chapter 4 

 How do we know what 
love is?- v16 
 

 How we then behave?  
v16, we lay down our 
lives 
 

 And if we fail? V 19/20 
God is greater than our 
hearts 

 This is love- v10 

 

 

 How then do we behave? 
V 11-12, we love one 
another 

 

 And if we fail? V 19/20- 
no fear, no punishment. 

Comparing the message on Love in Chapters 3 
and 4 



Echoes from the Gospel 

 John 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you so you must 
love one another. All men will know that you are my 
disciples if you love one another” 

 

 John 17:20-23- “ …I pray for those also who will 
believe in me…. May they be brought into complete 
unity to let the world know that you have sent me, 
and have loved them even as you have loved me…” 



God 

Me You 

Pietism/ 
Individualism 

1 John 4:10-12 



A Powerful Witness Given Life Situations in the 
First Century (Rodney Stark) 

 Fragile health environment 

 Strength and disappointments come from family 
bonds 

 Socio-economic disparity 

 From grinding poverty and slavery to wealth often based on 
exploitation 

 Religious supermarket leading to confusion 

 Political and military uncertainty 

 Religious persecution 

 

 

 


