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The ‘Alberta Primary Care Research Networks Communiqué’ is a biannual newsletter
highlighting upcoming events and opportunities from Albertan community-based
primary care research networks. The intent of this publication is to engage clinicians,
researchers, and interested stakeholders in Alberta and to highlight the work that is
being done to promote and support primary care research. We encourage you to share
this document with your colleagues.
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AB SPOR PIHCIN
ALBERTA STRATEGY FOR PATIENT ORIENTED RESEARCH
PRIMARY AND INTEGRATED HEALTHCARE INNOVATION NETWORK

NETWORK INFORMATION
The AB SPOR PIHCIN is a
network that aims to develop
interprovincial primary care
research through national SPOR
PIHCIN funding opportunities.
Our team includes clinicians,
researchers and policy experts
who support the development
and implementation of evidence-

FAMILIES’ PANEL
The experiences and
preferences of
patients and their
families are
fundamental to our
research. Our
Families' Panel
meets regularly to
review and evaluative
Bev Gersbach, Jerry Scoular & Bob
projects to guide their
Gersbach (photographed right to left)
progress. Members
also provide invaluable feedback on the relevance and
scope of research proposals applying for funding.

based advancements in the
delivery of primary and

PUBLICATION

Congratulations to Dr. Aminu Bello and colleagues for
publishing a study protocol in BMJ Open. Dr. Bello was
care continuum.
awarded a SPOR PIHCIN 2016 Quick Strike grant for the
project, ‘Improving care and outcomes of patients with
chronic kidney disease managed in primary care’. The article
could be found at: http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/7/8/e016267

integrated health care across the

NEW PROJECTS
Alberta is collaborating on two projects that recently received CIHR
funding through the 2017 SPOR PIHCIN Programmatic Grants:
!

Aging, Community and Health Research Unit (ACHRU)
Community Partnership Program for Diabetes Self-Management
for Older Adults: Canada (lead by Dr. Jenny Ploeg — Ontario;
principal investigators from Alberta: Dr. Andrea Gruneir)

!

Dr. Andrea Gruneir

Effect of a structured quality improvement process grounded on reliable data and sound scientific
evidence in primary care on the care of complex patients: a pragmatic cluster Randomized Controlled
Trial (lead by Dr. Michelle Griever - Ontario; principal investigators from Alberta: Dr. Donna Manca and
Dr. Neil Drummond)
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EnACt
ENHANCING ALBERTA PRIMARY CARE
RESEARCH NETWORKS
NETWORK INFORMATION
EnACt is an infrastructure dedicated to
engaged scholarship and supporting
primary care research – in and on
practice- across Alberta.

NETWORK NEWS
We are planning our next cognitive task analysis
training session in May! Cognitive task analysis is a
family of methods that can be used to elicit and
represent how people think when working in complex
environments. We have adapted it for use in primary
care.

EnACt is led by Dr. Lee Green, Alberta
Innovates Translational Health Chair.

ONGOING PROJECTS

We have been busy supporting various primary care
research projects in Alberta including: KOASK (Knee
Research Coordinator; Nicole Olivier,
Osteoarthritis and Self-management Knowledge),
Family Physician Patient Volume, Scaling Up Chronic
Clinical Study Coordinator; Matt Taylor,
Disease Management in Alberta, BedMed Initiative,
Data Manager; and Donna Sadeghi,
INRange, Nurse Practitioners in Alberta, Bridging the
Valley of Death in Health System Innovation,
Research Assistant. For more
Understanding Effective Physician Champions, and
information on EnACt projects, please
CPCSSN (Canadian Primary Care Sentinel
contact Tanya Barber:
Surveillance Network). Many of these teams have
been presenting their work and findings at recent
tkbarber@ualberta.ca
conferences such as Family Medicine Forum,
Canadian Association for Health Services and Policy
Research, North American Primary Care Research
Group, Accelerating Primary Care Conference, and the Annual Scientific Assembly. Please visit our website
www.primarycareresearch.ca for more information on these projects and the support we offer.

EnACt’s team includes: Tanya Barber,
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CPCSSN-AB
CANADIAN PRIMARY CARE
SENTINTEL SURVEILLANCE NETWORK IN ALBERTA

NETWORK INFORMATION
CPCSSN-AB is a collaboration
between two networks that are
dedicated to engaged scholarship
and providing support for primary
care research – in and on practice
across Alberta.
The two regional networks in
Alberta are the southern CPCSSN
network (SAPCReN), directed by
Dr. Neil Drummond and the
northern CPCSSN network
(NAPCReN), directed by Dr. Donna
Manca.
CPCSSN-AB currently supports
more than 300 clinicians across the
province and extracts data from
more than 377,000 patients.
More CPCSSN information can be
found on the national CPCSSN
website: www.cpcssn.ca

NETWORK OVERVIEW
CPCSSN is the first pan-Canadian primary care electronic
medical record (EMR) database, which collects de-identified
health information for patients from the EMR systems of
participating primary care providers (family physicians, nurse
practitioners, or community pediatricians; all termed
“sentinels”). The collected data are used for health research,
disease surveillance, and clinical quality improvement.
Participating sentinels receive data reports about their
patient panels and can access their own cleaned and
processed CPCSSN data through the Data Presentation
Tool (DPT). To date, CPCSSN includes over 1200 sentinels
and more than 1.8 million patients across 8 provinces and
territories. In Alberta, we presently have data being extracted
from Wolf, Med Access, and HealthQuest.

ONGOING PROJECTS & NEWS
EMR data extraction from participating sentinels was
completed in December 2017. After data cleaning &
processing, new sentinel reports will be made available in
April 2018 as an interactive, online format. For information
regarding the reports, please contact SAPCReN Data
Manager, Larka Soos: bsoos@ucalgary.ca.

!

Congratulations to Dr. Donna Manca, Mike Cummings,
Larka Soos, Anh Pham and all Alberta CPCSSN sentinels
who presented work at the recent ACFP Annual Scientific Assembly in Banff this month! Furthermore, we
are excited to see the results from Ian Johnston’s residency project, which uses national CPCSSN data to
assess cardiovascular risk in primary care.
!

CALLS TO ACTION
To learn more about CPCSSN-AB data or for more information on becoming a CPCSSN sentinel,
please contact Kim Duerksen (NAPCReN) info@napcren.ca or Stephanie Garies (SAPCReN)
sgaries@ucalgary.ca.
!
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NAPCReN
NORTHERN ALBERTA PRIMARY CARE
RESEARCH NETWORK
NETWORK INFORMATION
The Northern Alberta Primary Care

NETWORK NEWS
•

NAPCReN is participating in the Data Presentation

Research Network (NAPCReN) is a

Tool (DPT) project. The DPT has provided users with

practice-based research network

readily available access to cleaned CPCSSN data, and

that participates in the Canadian

now has the increased functionality to re-identify

Primary Care Sentinel Surveillance
Research Network (CPCSSN).

participating patients. This can assist sentinels with panel
clean up, as the DPT can provide detailed searchable
practice and patient level data. Using the DPT for panel

Dr. Donna Manca from the

clean up is just one way to earn Mainpro+ credits. To learn

University of Alberta is the

more about this, email aboileau@ualberta.ca

NAPCReN Director.
NAPCReN’s team includes:
Kimberley Duerksen (Research
Coordinator), Alison Boileau
(Research Assistant) and Brian
Forst (Data Manager).

•

We have currently added ACCURO to our list of

EMR platforms that we work with, in addition to
MedAccess, Wolf, HealthQuest and Practice Solutions.
The addition of ACCURO to our EMR platforms will allow
more primary care physicians to engage in NAPCReN as
participating sentinels.
•

We are participating in Diabetes Action Canada

More information can be found at

(DAC). DAC is a CIHR-funded Chronic Disease project that

www.napcren.ca

aims to improve the care of Canadian patients with
diabetes through comprehensive program of research,
quality improvement and service. In working with DAC, we

plan to form a Patient, Practice and Population Diabetes Risk Management (PPPDRM) system for
the prevention of complications for diabetic Canadians.

CALLS TO ACTION
•

For more information on the previously mentioned projects or to learn more about NAPCReN data,
please contact NAPCReN at info@napcren.ca.
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SAPCReN
SOUTHERN ALBERTA PRIMARY CARE
RESEARCH NETWORK
NETWORK INFORMATION
The Southern Alberta Primary Care
Research Network (SAPCReN) hosts
the Canadian Primary Care Sentinel
Surveillance Network (CPCSSN) in
southern Alberta. SAPCReN
undertakes epidemiological and
health service research to answer

NETWORK NEWS
! The annual CPCSSN-SAPCReN dinner meeting was
held in November 2017 at the University of Calgary.
Please visit the SAPCReN website for topics of
discussion from this meeting.
! Congratulations to all SAPCReN members who
presented at the Annual Scientific Assembly in Banff,
Alberta this month! Below is a photo of Ian Johnston
presenting his residency project. For more information
about Ian’s poster, please visit the SAPCReN website.

questions driving from clinical
practice.
SAPCReN is housed in the
Department of Family Medicine at the
University of Calgary. Our team
incudes: Dr. Neil Drummond
(Director), Stephanie Garies
(Assistant Director), Larka Soos (Data
Manager) and Ashley Cornect-Benoit
(Research Assistant). More
information about the SAPCReN team
can be found on our website:
www.sapcren.ca

ONGOING
PROJECTS
! Case definitions
for select conditions
are currently being
developed using
EMR data linked
with administrative data. For more detail about this
project, please visit the SAPCReN website.
! SAPCReN and the Health Quality Council of Alberta
(HQCA) are engaging in early discussion to pilot a
collaborative report focused on COPD for sentinels who
agree to the linkage.

CALL TO ACTION

! We are currently recruiting for an educational
intervention focused on alpha-1 antitrypsin deficiency (AATD). If you are interested in knowing whether
any of your patients meet the criteria for AATD, please contact Stephanie (sgaries@ucalgary.ca).
! A new project focused on kidney failure and the development of a Chronic Kidney Disease Dashboard
will be looking to recruit CPCSSN-participating clinics shortly. If you are interested in this project, please
contact Stephanie (sgaries@ucalgary.ca).

