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At Right: The 5-7th
grade class at
Ambleside is studying
the prolific artist and
original Renaissance
Man, Leonardo da
Vinci. His The Virgin
and Child with St.
Anne is pictured here.

The New School Year is Under Way
Building a partnership between family and school
By Andrew Hayes
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We are one week into the
school year, and it has been
wonderful getting to know the
students better, and seeing the
incredible potential that lies
within each of them for learning
and growth. It is a pleasure to be
able to see their smiling faces, to
hear their laughter on the
playground, to see their beautiful
artwork on the walls, and to join
with their sweet voices in singing
our hymn in assembly every
morning. Your children are a
blessing to have around our
campus.
Thank all of you who took
time on Saturday to come out for
Parent Orientation. Those who
attended enjoyed a fantastic
breakfast (thank you parents who

brought food and drink!) and got
the chance to get to know the
many new faces we have around
our community. Our time was
filled with round-table discussion
about the principles behind our
educational philosophy, and we
also learned about some
opportunities for parents around
Ambleside coming up in the
future (see below).
Please pay careful attention
to the event calendar included in
this newsletter. In it you will find
useful information about
upcoming gatherings and student
performances such as chapel
recitations. Teachers will let
parents know by Friday if their
students have an upcoming
recitation. Please know that you

are most welcome to join us at
every chapel and at Coffee in the
Courtyard afterward. Also
remember that Parent/Teacher
night is this Wednesday. Finally,
we are excited to begin our Big
Ideas Discussion, and all are
invited to join us at the first
meeting will take place this
Thursday morning after
Assembly.
It is a pleasure to work
alongside you to help your
children grow. Thank you for your
hard work, care, and perseverance
in supporting your child and
further educating him or her at
home. I look forward to
continuing to develop our
partnership throughout this year
and those to follow.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
What You Need to Know!
School Events:
Parent/Teacher Night: Please join us at the
school on Wednesday night, September 10, from
7:00 to 8:30 PM, for our annual Parent/Teacher
Night. There you will have a chance to meet your
child’s teacher in a more personal setting, hear her
heart for education, and learn the unique ways in
which you can partner with the teacher to assist your
child’s learning and habit formation throughout the
year. Parents will be responsible for childcare.
Big Ideas Discussion Group: Join Principal
Andrew Hayes and Board member Kendra Vita for
a time of growing our own minds. We will read from
the great ideas of Charlotte Mason and many other
profound thinkers. You all are welcome, but we do
ask that you arrange childcare for preschoolers. Our
first meeting will take place this Thursday
September 11, at 8:15–immediately after morning
assembly. This week’s discussion subject will be the
formation of habits.
School Pictures: Tuesday, September 16, will
be school picture day for all students. As is usual on
Tuesdays, please have students come appropriately
dressed in their chapel uniforms. Order forms are
being sent home with your child. Please fill this out
and return it along with payment to the office before
Picture Day. Keep in mind that this is a school
fundraiser–all profits will be donated back to
Ambleside, so order many for family and friends!
Open House: The first Ambleside Open
House of the year will be Wednesday, October 22, at
5:30 PM. Please tell interested friends, family, and
Near Right:
The K/1 artist is John
James Audobon this
semester. Their text
on his life says: “John
James’s happiest
memories were of
woodland walks with
his father near their
home in France. On
these walks, Papa
Audobon would talk of
birds. Their beautiful
colors, their graceful
flight, and--most
wonderful of all--their
mysterious
disappearance each
fall, followed by their
faithful return in the
spring.”
Far Right:
Students of all ages
play together at
recess. It was great to
see so many smiles
during our first week!
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“That was Flint’s treasure that we had
come so far to seek, and that had cost
already the lives of seventeen men from
the Hispaniola. How many it had cost
the amassing, what blood and sorrow,
what good ships scuttled on the deep,
what brave men walking the plank
blindfold, what shot of cannon, what
shame and lies and cruelty, perhaps no
man alive could tell.”
Robert Louis Stevenson, 5th-7th grade literature
author, Treasure Island

acquaintances about this wonderful opportunity to
learn more about an Ambleside education and
enrollment opportunities. This is a great first step for
those who are interested in learning more about who
we are and what we do. Additionally, you are invited
to attend to meet and welcome prospective families,
and tell them about your experience at our school.
Please spread the word about this exciting
opportunity for education in the Boerne area.
Community Events:
Fall Festival:. St. Peter’s Church will be
hosting its annual Fall Festival on Friday and
Saturday, October 3rd and 4th. Fun activities
include a spaghetti dinner; a 5K run, walk, and wag;
a silent auction; a chili cook-off; and more. The
headline event is a Brandon Heath concert on
Saturday evening. There will be fun to be had for the
whole family. Please pick up a flyer in the office for
more information.
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There Was an Old Man With a Beard
There was an Old Man with a beard,
Who said, “It is just as I feared! -Two Owls and a Hen, four Larks and a Wren,
Have all built their nests in my beard.
- Edward Lear, 2nd-4th Grade Class poet, pictured at right in a
self-portrait.

DATES

DETAILS

W : 9 / 10

Parent/Teacher Night @ 7PM

Th : 9 / 11

Big Ideas Discussion Group @
8:15AM

T : 9 / 16

Chapel @ 8:15 am. 5-7 Class Recitation.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.
SCHOOL PICTURES DAY

T : 9 / 23

Chapel @ 8:15 am. 5-7 Class Recitation.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.
Kindergarten Recitation

Th : 9 / 25

Big Ideas Discussion Group @
8:15AM

W : 10 / 8

Campus Meeting @ 6PM - 8PM
Stay tuned for more details.

W : 10 / 22

Open House @ 6:30PM
All parents interested in ASB invited

Reading and Math Skills at Ambleside
Hard work and support at school and home
Math and reading skills are essential for excellence
throughout the school years of a student, and are building
blocks for a life well-lived that will pay benefits for a child into
adulthood and beyond. As adults, we know that these skills are
requisite for all citizens. The teachers and staff at Ambleside
are intent on helping students develop their expertise and love
of math and reading to enrich their lives and enhance their
academic excellence.
To that end, we ask that you partner with teachers to
reinforce classroom work in the home. Please ensure that your
child is spending at least 30 minutes reading every night. While
teachers often assign reading coursework for homework,
students also have many opportunities to read for pleasure as
part of the recommended half hour of reading. Please look on
our website for age-appropriate texts that are full of good ideas,
and which will challenge your child to be a better reader. It is a
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great idea to read the books aloud with your child to help them
work on pace, accuracy, expression, and diction of oral reading.
Additionally, math work is often sent home in younger
grades, and always sent home in upper grades, to provide
students with an opportunity to reinforce skills learned in the
classroom through practice at home. It is important for your
child to have a quiet and peaceful work environment at home
so that he or she can lend his or her full mind to the matter at
hand.
Thank you again, parents, for the care and love you pour
into the growth of your child. It is a privilege to go about this
work with you.
Sincerely,
Andrew Hayes

