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The whole school gathered on a beautiful
September morning for Picture Day.

A Well-Rounded Living Education

The Enriching Breadth of our Curriculum at ASB
By Andrew Hayes

Greetings Parents!

!
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I can’t believe that it is already
October! School has now been in
session for five weeks, and we are
continuing to gain momentum as
we journey together through the
year. Students are picking up the
rhythm of the school day, and
have already put effort toward a
large amount of written work,
watercolor paintings, rigorous
classroom discussions, math
assessments, and critical thinking.
It is a pleasure to witness the hard
work and exchange of ideas that
is going on in the classroom.
Students are growing and
learning new things every day.
An Ambleside education is
unique for many reasons, one of
which is its comprehensive

curriculum. Though it seems that
much of western education is
moving toward specialization and
restriction of coursework
offerings, we firmly believe that
the exploration of music, art,
poetry, sport, and grammar is
equally as vital as the disciplines
of reading, science, and math.
The students are gleaning
inspiration and knowledge from
these subjects that are laying the
foundation of a life well-lived.
For this reason, one of the
things we are most grateful for
regarding our school staff this
year is our fantastic group of
Specials Teachers: Erica Villarreal
(Spanish), Jane-Alice Tye (Art),
Kristin Jackson (Music), and
Marianne Ryan (Conditioning). In
succeeding newsletters, I’ll be

highlighting each of these areas
of study in order to let you know
more about the incredible and
varied curriculum at Ambleside
Boerne.
Finally, I am pleased to
announce that we raised over
$1000 from our Picture Day
fundraiser this year! Thank you to
all parents who purchased
photographs of their students and
contributed to this success. West
Vita Photography created
incredible images and generously
donated all profits back to the
school. Please see the above photo
for a sampling of his excellent
work!
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Sincerely,
Mr. Andrew Hayes
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UPCOMING EVENTS
What You Need to Know!
Our regular school events will continue as we move
further into the school year. Parents and families are
always welcome to attend our Chapel services
every Tuesday morning at 8:15am. Classroom
teachers will alert parents when to expect recitations
from their child’s class. Mr. Hayes will greet and
pray with parents immediately following Chapel
each Tuesday during Coffee in the Courtyard.
The invitation is also open for parents to join in the
Big Ideas Discussion Group at 8:15am every
other Thursday. Readings will be available at
pick-up earlier in the week for all those that wish to
participate. This week we will discuss ideas from
Charlotte Mason and Leo Tolstoy.
We will have our first Campus Meeting
this Wednesday, October 8th, at 6:30pm. This
is a great opportunity for parents to spend time
together and learn more about the importance of
having a long-term vision for a child’s growth, and
how that vision should be applied in the classroom
and at home. Dessert and coffee will be served, and
parents are responsible for arranging childcare.
As a reminder, there will be no school for
students on Monday, October 13th in
observance of Columbus Day. This will be a
teacher in-service day, and we ask that you be in
prayer for the staff as they learn and grow together
during this time. They will also be preparing for
Parent Teacher Conferences, held on Friday,
October 17th, after the 11:00am student dismissal.

Right:
Students had the
opportunity to
observe a Texas
Garden Spider catch
its prey outside of the
school. They
recreated the image
in watercolor as part
of Nature Study.
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We who teach should make it clear
to ourselves that our aim in
education is less conduct than
character; conduct may be arrived
at, as we have seen, by indirect
routes, but it is of value to the world
only as it has its source in character.

!

-Charlotte Mason, A Philosophy of Education

Please plan accordingly for the early dismissal and to
arrive at the school five minutes prior to your
scheduled conference time.
On Wednesday, October 22nd, at 6:30pm,
we will be hosting an Open House for anyone
in the community who is interested in learning more
about our school. If you have neighbors, friends, or
family that would like to learn more about Charlotte
Mason and the living education offered at
Ambleside, please invite them to this event. We are
excited to see our school continue to grow and
enrich the Boerne community!
Keep an eye out for e-mail announcements
regarding our November events: All-School
Lunch on Thursday, November 6th, a special
Veterans Day Chapel on November 11th, and Exam
Week beginning on Monday, November 17th. More
information will be coming soon!
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Left:
A student’s watercolor
replication of the
spider in Mrs. Ferry’s
5th-7th grade class.
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Above: Principal Hayes gathered with school leaders from around the
country at the Ambleside Schools International’s Principals
Conference in Leesburg, Virginia during the first week in October.
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Below: The Potomac River at Ball’s Bluﬀ Battlefield in Leesburg.

DATES

DETAILS

T : 10/7

Chapel @ 8:15 am. 5-7 Class Recitation
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

W : 10/8

Campus Meeting @ 6:30pm

Th : 10/9

Big Ideas Discussion Group @ 8:15AM

M : 10/13

Columbus Day: No School. Teacher InService

T : 10/14

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

F : 10/17

Parent Teacher Conferences (11:00am
dismissal for students)

T : 10/21

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Th : 10/23

Big Ideas Discussion Group @ 8:15AM

W : 10/22

Open House @ 6:30pm

2014 ASI Principals
Conference
Enriching
fellowship, training,
and reflection
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As many of you may know, Principal Hayes set off on Monday
last week for the annual Ambleside Schools International
Principals Conference in Leesburg, Virginia. He spent the first
two days observing at another Ambleside School in Herndon,
VA (just outside of Washington, DC), and gathered useful
information about administrative technology, classroom
management, and teacher development. It was helpful for him
to see an older, more mature Ambleside school in order to
further define thoughts about the future for Ambleside Boerne
(Ambleside Herndon was founded in 1999). Our membership
in the ASI community of schools affords us many opportunities
like this to learn and grow together.
Beginning on Wednesday, he had the privilege of
gathering with 20 other Ambleside principals and directors to
learn more about the philosophy, to discuss matters relevant to
developing community and staff, and for spiritual reflection and
enrichment. In attendance were three principals from Texas,
two from South Africa, one from Switzerland, and many more

from around the US. The discussion of Charlotte Mason’s
writings and philosophy was rich, deep, and paired with
complementary readings of scripture. It was all he could do to
write down insights and comments as quickly as possible!
During down times, principals shared ideas and best practices
and problem-solved together while walking through the
Virginia hills, having coffee and listening to a string quartet in
downtown Leesburg, and spending a night playing board
games and laughing together.
Thank you to all of those who stepped up to ensure
that the school ran smoothly in Mr. Hayes’s absence. He is
excited to share what he learned with teachers and staff ! This
week also presents a special opportunity for staff development:
Leslie Voorhees from ASI will be visiting our school to observe
and give insight on how we can continue to improve and grow.
Please feel free to introduce yourself to her this Wednesday and
Thursday morning or afternoon when you are dropping off or
picking up your students.

