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At Right: The
Kindergarten and First
Grade class is
studying the art of
Edouard Manet, who
painted The Races at
Longchamp in 1866.
The students visited
the McNay Art
Museum on Nov. 4th
to view his artwork in
person!

A Well-Rounded Living Education
Curriculum Focus: Learning to speak Spanish
By Andrew Hayes
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Last month, I introduced you to
our Specialists and promised to
highlight each area of study in
subsequent newsletters. This
month, we will focus on how the
Ambleside method provides a
meaningful way to teach foreign
language that engages the
students and helps them to learn
to think and speak in Spanish.
Our approach to
teaching Spanish was developed
by Charlotte Mason under the
influence of Francois Gouin,
whose work The Art of Teaching and
Studying Languages provides insights
for learning a foreign language
based on three ideas. First, he
suggests that students learn a
foreign language the same way as
they do their native language. The
second idea naturally follows the

first and asserts that children learn
language better by ear than by
eye. Lastly, Gouin says that the
verb of a sentence provides the
key connection from thought to
action and is therefore the most
important part of learning the
language.
From these three ideas,
Gouin developed a method that
allows students to listen to a series
of sentences that describe a
sequence of actions, from opening
a book to baking cookies. The
child begins thinking in Spanish
in sentences that follow a logical
sequence. New connections are
made in the brain as children
build a story, and their ability to
speak the language comes out of
their practice at narrating the
stories that they learn.

The series method of
teaching Spanish is not based on
long vocabulary lists or verb
conjugations, but on narrating life
and ideas. As you can see, this
follows closely the Ambleside
method for education across all
subjects and disciplines, and it
provides an engaging process for
children to begin to speak
Spanish.
We are so thankful for our
Spanish teacher, Erica Villarreal,
whose joy and love for the
students and for Spanish create a
wonderful classroom atmosphere.
She works hard in and out of the
classroom to further student
growth in the Spanish language. It
is a joy to watch her teach and to
see the students so excited to learn
each day!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
What You Need to Know!
November will offer many opportunities for our
school community to gather together in support of
the students. As a reminder, parents and families are
always welcome to attend our Chapel services
every Tuesday morning at 8:15am. Classroom
teachers will alert parents when to expect recitations
from their child’s class. Mr. Hayes will greet and
pray with parents immediately following Chapel
each Tuesday during Coffee in the Courtyard.
The Big Ideas Discussion Group will also
continue this month at 8:15am every other
Thursday. The next meeting will take place on
Thursday, November 6.
Our first All-School Lunch will be held on
Thursday, November 6th from 12:00 - 1:00pm.
This is a special time for our students to experience
a more formal meal together and to learn from
teachers about appropriate table manners and
etiquette. Thank you to all parents who are
contributing to the lunch for the students!
In celebration of Veterans Day, the Ambleside
students and faculty will be hosting a special
Veterans Day Chapel service in honor of the
country’s veterans. All parents and families are
encouraged to attend, as well as to invite any
veterans in our students’ families. The students have
been preparing musical selections and will be
presenting readings to veterans in attendance. The
service will begin promptly at 8:15am, and a
light reception will follow.

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!

Mrs. Ferry’s
5th-7th Grade
class visited the
Bullock Texas
State History
Museum for a field
study on Thursday,
October 30th. The
students were able
to engage with
some of the ideas
they have been
learning about in
History class this
semester.
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“Men are apt presently to inquire, does such
a one understand Greek or Latin? Is he a
poet? or does he write in prose? But
whether he be grown better or more
discreet, which are qualities of principle
concern, these are never thought of. We
should rather examine, who is better
learned, than who is more learned? We only
labor to stuff the memory, and leave the
conscience and the understanding
unfurnished and void.”
-Philosopher Michel de Montaigne (1580) remarking on
problems in the education system.

For students in 2nd through 7th grades, Exam
Week will take place November 17th-21st.
Students will be dismissed from school at 12:30pm
each day during the week. Kindergarten and 1st
grade students will have class as normal Tuesday
through Thursday, but will also be dismissed early at
12:30pm. See the note from Mr. Hayes below
regarding our philosophy toward exams at
Ambleside.
The week following exams (November
24th-28th) is Thanksgiving Break. We hope you
enjoy this extended time with your family as you
celebrate Thanksgiving together!
Information will be coming soon for our
December events, including Grandparents Day
on Dec. 16th, Christmas Concert on Dec. 18th, and
Christmas Caroling on Dec. 19th.
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DATES

DETAILS

T : 11/4

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Th: 11/6

Big Ideas Discussion Group @ 8:15AM
All-School Lunch 12:00-1:00PM

T : 11/11

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Week of:
11/17 - 11/21

Exam Week: All students dismissed at
12:30PM each day.

Week of:
11/24 - 11/28

Thanksgiving Break: No School

T: 12/2

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

F: 12/12

Exams Sent Home to Parents

In preparation for Veterans Day, our students have been
working on drawing poppies in Art class with Mrs. Tye.
Pictured left is a poppy in pen and marker, drawn by one
of our 2nd grade students. The poppy is known as the
National Flower of Remembrance and is used to
commemorate those who have died in service of our
country.

Exam Week at Ambleside

Focus on Knowledge, Not Grades
By Andrew Hayes

3

Later this month, the 2nd-7th grade students at Ambleside will
be completing exams in each of the main subjects of study.
Often the word “exam” carries with it a certain amount of
anxiety or apprehension for both students and parents, and
Exam Week can even assume a negative mood. At Ambleside,
we actively encourage the opposite. Exams are an exciting
opportunity for students to share what they know!
As they do in the classroom each day, Ambleside
teachers seek to come alongside their students during exams
and support them through the process of recalling the ideas
they have learned. We strive to create an atmosphere during
exam week that allows students to find joy in sharing what they
know, and avoids undue stress or tension. We ask you to extend
this positive perspective to your children at home in the weeks
leading up to Exam Week.
During the second week of December, parents will receive
an exam packet that contains each of the student’s exams with
comments from the teacher, as well as a cover page that
describes the student’s work. I will enclose information at that

time regarding the specific details of the way in which we assess
exams, and you will see that the process of formally reviewing
student work will offer a unique look into the growth of each
child over the semester. Exams at Ambleside are primarily a
tool for the growth of students. While in many education
systems today, struggle and weakness are condemned as failure,
at Ambleside we encourage parents and students to see them as
opportunities for growth. At Ambleside students don’t cram for
tests, or look over “study guides”. Exams are simply a means to
assess student growth over the course of the semester, and
provide information to further that growth over the rest of the
year.
More information will be forthcoming regarding the
logistics of exams and the grading process, but I hope this
introduction will allow your family to look forward to exam
week with excitement and curiosity to see what your children
know. We look forward to partnering with families to create an
atmosphere of joy and diligence during exams.

