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St. John’s Anglican Church, in watercolor. This representation of Ambleside Boerne’s first home was created by a student in our 5th-7th
Grade as part of a lesson in perspective during Mrs. Tye’s art class.

A Well-Rounded Living Education
Curriculum Focus: The Art of Learning to Draw
Dear Parents,

!

Happy New Year! What a wonderful
first two weeks it has been at our new
campus at St. John Lutheran!
Walking through the halls, I’ve been
struck by the diligence displayed by
students and the peaceful atmosphere
in the classrooms. Walls and doors
have made quite a difference! Our
students are enjoying nature walks
throughout our neighborhood,
exploring the new playground, and
the beautiful stained glass and wood
of the Historic Chapel. Wonderful
learning and growth is taking place
every day at Ambleside Boerne.
One of the core values of our
educational philosophy at Ambleside
is having a life-giving curriculum full
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of good books, rich ideas, and
encompassing many different areas of
study. While many schools are cutting
funding to “extracurriculars” and
focusing solely on S.T.E.M subjects,
we believe that music, poetry,
literature, and art are essential to a
child’s development. This month’s
curriculum focus is on our art
program, and our wonderful art
teacher, Mrs. Jane-Alice Tye.
Students at Ambleside focus on
learning how to draw well through
the Monart curriculum developed by
renowned art educator Mona Brooks.
Students in class learn to carefully
connect eye and hand by making
different types of lines, they learn to
evaluate and compare size while
composing figures, and learn to gauge

perspective in their art projects. All of
this disciplined training helps them to
create beautiful finished projects, and
to develop an appreciation of art.
Charlotte Mason says this: “We want
to open their eyes and minds to lead
them from mere fondness for a pretty
picture which pleases the senses up to
honest love and discriminating
admiration for what is truly
beautiful…”
We appreciate the hard work and
dedication Mrs. Tye puts into training
our students. Her enjoyment of art
and her skill as an artist in her own
right are a blessing to our community.
Thank you, Mrs. Tye!

!

Sincerely,
Andrew Hayes
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UPCOMING EVENTS
What You Need to Know!
Early last week, we enjoyed a visit from
Leslie Voorhees of Ambleside Schools
International. She observed and met with teachers
and staff, and we are thankful for her insight and care
for our school community. This visit has helped to
prepare us for the new semester. Read below for
information on upcoming events!
Please keep our teachers and staff in your prayers
as they work to prepare Reports of Growth for each
student over the next couple weeks. These reports
will be sent home on Friday, January 30th, and
will provide parents with a comprehensive view of their
child(ren)’s growth over the first semester at Ambleside.
See the note from Mr. Hayes on this newsletter for more
information about tReports of Growth.
There will be an Open House on Thursday,
January 22nd at 6:00 pm in Luther Hall for all
families interested in learning more about Ambleside
and enrolling for next year. This meeting will provide
new families with the necessary information for applying
for the 2015-2016 school year, so please reach out to all
interested family and friends.
On Thursday, January 29th, we invite all
families to join us for our first Campus Meeting
of the new year at 6:00 pm. We will have light
refreshments and childcare provided for this event
(RSVP for childcare is required).
Parent - Teacher Conferences will be held on
Friday, February 6th, beginning at 11:00 am when
the students are dismissed from school. A sign-up

Padre Nuestro, que estás en los Cielos,
Santificado sea Tu Nombre,
Venga a nosotros Tu Reino,
Hágase Tu Voluntad,
así en la tierra como en el Cielo.
El pan nuestro de cada día dánoslo hoy,
y perdona nuestras ofensas,
así como nosotros perdonamos a quiénes nos
ofenden,
y no nos dejes caer en la tentación,
mas líbranos del mal. Amén."
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-Padre Nuestro (The Lord’s Prayer), as students
are learning in Spanish.

sheet will be available beginning Tuesday,
January 20th at drop-off and pick-up for you to
select a time to meet with your child(ren)’s teacher(s).
It is nearing the time for re-enrollment at
Ambleside, and details will be forthcoming regarding the
steps you must take to enroll your children for the
2015-2016 school year. Re-enrollment forms will be
due on Friday, February 6th.
Our Chapel services continue every Tuesday
morning at 8:15am and are held in the Historic
Chapel. Mr. Hayes will greet and pray with parents
immediately following Chapel each Tuesday during
Coffee in the Courtyard. Big Ideas Discussion
Group will resume this Thursday, January 22nd
at 8:15am. We will meet in the school office. All parents
are welcome to join us!
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DATES DETAILS
M : 1/19

Teacher In-Service: No School

T : 1/20

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Th : 1/22

Big Ideas @ 8:15 am.
Ambleside Boerne Open House @ 6:00 pm

M : 1/26

Second Semester Begins

T: 1/27

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

Th : 1/29

Campus Meeting @ 6:00 pm

F : 1/30

Reports of Growth sent home

T : 2/3

Chapel @ 8:15 am.
Coffee in the Courtyard afterward.

F : 2/6

Parent-Teacher Conferences: 11 am Dismissal
Re-enrollment Deadline

Right: American Flamingo by John James Audubon in 1838. Audubon
included this representation in a catalog of over 400 North American
birds, titled Birds of America. The Kindergarten class will be studying
Audubon this semester.

An Aim Toward Student Formation
Reports of Growth at Ambleside
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Reports of Growth go home at the end of this month, and it
happens to be one of my favorite periods of the Ambleside
Calendar. These reports provide specific and detailed feedback
about progress in academic skills and maturity of character.
This time, which directly precedes our spring Parent Teacher
Conferences, provides an important opportunity for parents
and teachers to align their support of students at home and in
the classroom. For parents new to Ambleside, or even those
who’ve been here for a while, what follows is an overview of the
information contained in Reports of Growth, why they are so
important, and what to do with them when they are received.
It is important to think about growth when reading this
document for your child. Growth is the fulfillment of living
things. It is what is intended for us as human persons. Physical
growth is seen through height and weight differentiation;
whereas, intellectual growth, spiritual growth, and relational
growth are seen through changes in behavior and thinking.
They result in skill development, in the ability to talk and write
about a subject, and in the pursuit of further knowledge. These

By Andrew Hayes

reports assess growth and point out opportunities for future
flourishing.
Reports of growth assess students in three areas—Maturity
Traits, Content-Based Knowledge, and Skill-Based Knowledge.
When read comprehensively, this assessment will offer parents
an accurate picture of student learning over the course of the
entire semester. Teachers put careful thought, prayer, and
attention into each student—this information is invaluable to
parents and student alike.
It is hoped that parents and students, after reading and
reflecting upon their Report of Growth, would experience a
clear sense of affirmation of strengths and accomplished
growth, as well as encouragement and motivation to continue
their journey of intellectual and personal growth. Each year
I’ve been at Ambleside, I’ve seen tremendous growth in
students after Reports of Growth are returned. Please set aside
time at the end of the month to carefully review and think on
Ambleside’s Reports of Growth. It is sure to be an enriching
experience for your families and our school.

