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A Way of Being in the World

aking a moment to observe family, friends,
strangers, and even ourselves, we notice that all are trying
to get somewhere. All are on the move, some peacefully,
some anxiously. An athlete is trying to get to the ball, a
scientist to the answer, an entrepreneur to profitability,
and a student to understanding. A careful reflection
leads us to suspect that there is a deeper pursuit than
the ball, profitability, the answer, or even understanding.
We begin to recognize that what all are truly seeking is
a deep sense of well-being, the internal resonance that
proclaims, “It is well with my soul.” The ancient Greek
philosopher, Aristotle, identified this state of being as
eudemonia, translated happiness or living well, and
connected its possession with the habits of a virtuous life.
The gospel writers, Matthew and Luke, name this way
of being as makarios, blessed; thus describing those who
are flourishing in God’s economy. Similarly, in his recent
book, Flourish, Dr. Martin Seligman, founder of the
academic discipline known as positive psychology, points
out that authentic happiness, well-being, requires a certain
way of being in the world. The wisest of philosophers,
the most devout of Jesus’ followers, even contemporary
psychologists have all come to understand that achieving
happiness, blessedness, or flourishing requires “being” in
a certain way. In other words, happiness is not a function
of getting the things we want; rather, it is the result of
becoming the persons we are meant to be.
Our culture has forgotten that we each have a destiny, a
call, a vocation, beckoning us from beyond, and that our
happiness, our flourishing, lies in the fulfillment of this
vocation; not as a series of discrete tasks but as a way of

being in the world. For at least fifty years now, we’ve been
breathing a different air, an atmosphere which suggests
the parallel paths of consumption and radical autonomy
are the way to happiness. We’ve been told a hundred
times a day, consciously and unconsciously, verbally and
nonverbally, that fullness of life is found by getting what
we want and doing what we want, and, not surprisingly,
we are all tempted to believe it. To deny the deep
assumptions of one’s culture, particularly in a matter so
fundamental as the pursuit of happiness, requires a great
clarity of thought and a large measure of determination.
However well worn the common path might be; if it does
not in the end lead to true happiness, the blessedness for
which we are intended, the flourishing of a profoundly
good and meaningful life, we simply must find a better
way. If not for our sake; then, we must for the children’s
sake.
Ambleside Schools International exists to promote
this better way. Enjoy the accounts that follow of school
leadership, teachers, parents, and former students,
all on the road to full human flourishing. As you read,
remember that human flourishing does not come by
accident. Charlotte Mason put it as follows:

The spiritual life must flourish or decay
as it is duly nourished and exercised, or allowed
to lie idle and unfed.
Dr. Bill St. Cyr, Founder and CEO
Ambleside Schools International

Seeds of Growth

aParent’s Perspective

W

e first encountered Charlotte Mason’s ideas at an information meeting in the
early stages of Ambleside School of Fredericksburg. From the start, Mason’s idea of a
life-giving education resonated with us. It just made sense. Struck by Mason’s ideas,
we wanted to know more. I read books on Charlotte Mason’s philosophy on best
practices in education and in parenting. I volunteered at school so I could see Mason’s
ideas at work. I wanted to understand more about how Ambleside would function for
our children, as well as what we could do to best facilitate that at home. Ambleside
became an invaluable partner in raising our children. I’ll never forget reading our first
Report of Growth and being completely amazed by how well the teacher knew our
child after having only worked with him for a few months!
Our three children have known school days filled with hourly encounters with the best
works and greatest minds, while also developing habits to become keen observers of
this amazing world. At young ages they began to understand the difference between
work and play and what they ought to do and what they want to do. They were fed
spiritually, with Mason’s reverence for God being the ultimate source of inspiration.
At the dinner table, our children couldn’t wait to share with us what they had studied,
read, or discovered that day. They shared prayers, recitations, Bible verses, books, or a
drawing they were working on in art. Other adults would compliment our children’s
ability to sit through a sermon at church and to converse confidently with adults. One
time a friend was driving our middle son to karate and asked him who his favorite
musician was. He told her it was Mozart. He was seven at the time!

In no way was this an easy path.
Sometimes choosing the right way is not always the easiest way.
Raising children in today’s culture of making everything “fun” for children is a
challenging climate for us parents (and educators). Fun is not always right, and right
is not always fun. Charlotte Mason might ask, “What, really, is best for the children?”
In the end my children would always choose a classroom of disciplined, respectful,
peaceful, and hard-working students over a classroom designed for fun and indulgence.
Pizza and pajama parties soon lose their appeal. Who feels smart wearing PJ’s to school
anyway? Or, after eating pizza for that matter?
Our children, now ages 19 (a freshman at the Engineering College at Cornell
University), 16, and 12, still love to learn, have neat handwriting (which in rare these
days), love to read, and can narrate and recite anything you put before them. As Mason
asserted: “The world in which they set their feet is large and they are free to live
out their lives as God intended them to do.” They know the joy of inspiration and
the satisfaction that comes from the right approach to work. They have been taught
compassion for others through prayer and acts of service; they experienced great
ideas and assimilated these ideas as their own; they have come to know weaknesses as
opportunities for growth. The children have been held to high standards of behavior
and work and have been given the tools to be their very best selves.
The ideas of Charlotte Mason not only nourished the minds of our children but also
fed my husband and me as young parents. Her ideas are universal truths on how best
to nurture young souls, from discipline to encountering ideas, to understanding our
paths in this world; Charlotte Mason got it right. As we often say in our family when
describing our journey in education at Ambleside, borrowing the words of the great
American poet, Robert Frost: “Two roads diverged in a wood, and I took the one less
traveled by, and that has made all the difference.”
Julie Alvarez, Parent
Ambleside School of Fredericksburg,Texas
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remember asking God to give me vision for my life and my family. I
have heard people say that God doesn’t always give you the whole vision
but just a glimpse of where you are going. I knew God called me to
become a teacher. This was the beginning.
The vision unfolded when Sofie, our first born, came into the world—
our thinking began to change. There were many school options in our
neighborhood, both private and government. School became a topic of
conversation at every birthday party. Hearing other parents give reasons
why a parent should choose this school rather than another increased
the difficulty of the choice. My husband and I prayed and came to the
Student Art
conclusion that I would teach and have my children join me at a particular
school. Our glimpse widened when friends introduced us to Charlotte Mason. Reading about her philosophy and
methods gave me a fresh perspective to raise our children and teach. It made sense.
Our next step was hearing about Ambleside Hout Bay in Cape Town, South Africa. We visited the school and saw
Charlotte Mason’s teaching methods in action. The classroom atmosphere was peaceful, yet engaging as children
participated in meaningful conversations. It was eye-opening and inspiring. This is what we were looking for. Her
method and approach are different, yet so effective.
Since there was not an Ambleside School where we live in Johannesburg, the dilemma started: Should we home school
our children or start an Ambleside school to reach our local community? I
decided not to home school. I was reminded about my desire to reach others
in a school. This inspired us to take up the challenge to start our own school.
The Lord’s great commission echoed, “Go then and make disciples of all
the nations . . . ” What a great privilege we have to disciple children of all
nations. We live in a suburb where ALL nations are at our doorstep!
In 2015, the Lord made a way for us to purchase a suitable property in
Kensington.We undertook renovations to prepare the school for our opening
in 2016. Currently, we have two classes, Pre-grade and Grade R, with a total
of nine children. Our hope and vision are to expand Grade R through Grade
7 over the next few years. We are extremely excited to see and experience
God’s provision, leading, and faithfulness. We are grateful for our affiliation
with Ambleside Schools International and Bill and Maryellen’s wholehearted
support.
I see clearly now why God only gives us a fragment of the vision he has
for our lives. For if we knew then what we know now, we would never
have thought this possible. Even now, there is still a long road with many
learning curves ahead. But “We can do ALL things through Christ Jesus who
strengthens us.”
Student Art

Yolanda Allen, Founder
Ambleside School of Kensington, South Africa

An idea is more than an image or picture; it is a spiritual germ endowed with vital force––
with power, that is, to grow, and to produce after its kind. It is the very nature
of an idea to grow: as the vegetable germ secretes that it lives by, so, fairly implant
an idea in the child’s mind, and it will secrete its own food, grow,
and bear fruit in the form of a succession of kindred ideas.

-Charlotte Mason, Home Education
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mbleside School of Fredericksburg
is very dear to me. My family moved to
Fredericksburg, Texas in 2000, and I began
my education at Ambleside. My fifth grade
self didn’t fully comprehend what made this
school so unique. I soon learned to treasure
the atmosphere, which taught me to love
learning and to appreciate the breadth of
instruction I received. As I’ve grown older, I
realize now what an incredible opportunity
Ambleside provides to pursue the good, the
beautiful, and the true.
Ambleside School broadened my horizons and
gave me a desire to learn about this world that
God created. Through nature study lessons,
I learned to appreciate and take notice of
the beauty of a flower. In learning to see the
subtleties of different hues while painting the
flower, I come to reflect on the God who is
so concerned about the details in His creation
and apply that to the study of His word. In
studying Shakespeare and performing his
plays, I gained the opportunity to consider
the human condition, and the motivations
that can drive our actions. Ambleside also
gave me the desire to have a large library and
a beautiful Caravaggio painting on my wall
instead of a large TV room and the latest piece
of technology.
While praying about ways to further this
education, God opened doors for me to
come back to Fredericksburg to pursue a
career in finance. I was asked to serve on the
Ambleside School Board. This allows me to be
involved with Ambleside, while finding ways
to bring awareness of the truth and beauty
of an Ambleside education to the broader
community in Fredericksburg. I hope to bring
a perspective to the board that shares the
vision of how this education can greatly impact
children and the greater community.
Another opportunity that has arisen for
fostering community here is through the
“Chesterton Club” that the principal of
Ambleside Fredericksburg, Russ York, and
I started with some others. We meet with
others in the community, including other
Ambleside graduates, to discuss Chesterton’s
works and how they relate to our world and
society today. It is an opportunity to interact
with thoughtful people and meet mind to
mind with a wonderful author.
I encourage you to pray and reflect on ways in
which you can be involved in your Ambleside
community. Ask God to broaden your horizons
and to give you opportunities to learn about
Ambleside, so that you can tell others as well.
He will not disappoint you!
Paul White, Board Member
Ambleside School of Fredericksburg,Texas

Formation atWork inHighSchool
Having studied the great books in college, I was excited for the opportunity to study
them again, this time as a teacher. The experience of a seminar-style class is a pleasant and
uniquely rewarding one. I have known several people, myself included, whose lives were
profoundly changed for the better by their experience in a seminar on the great books.
While the mechanics of such transformations might seem mysterious, the formula, or
more accurately, the philosophy, is remarkably simple. Of course, simplicity is not the
same as facility: a circle is a simple shape, but to draw one well is not the least bit easy. As
a new teacher, I’ve tried my best to round off my own jagged edges, and throughout the
year, I’ve had the privilege to step back and witness the Holy Spirit—the real teacher—at
work.
One such occasion came early in the year.We were reading my favorite work by C. S. Lewis,
Till We Have Faces, a masterful recapitulation of the ancient Greek myth about Cupid and
Psyche. The passage that occasioned my question was a bizarre dialogue between the two
main characters, the sisters, Orual and Psyche. Orual had just discovered that Psyche,
whom she had presumed dead, was, to her astonishment, very much alive. However, as
circumstances unfold, it becomes clear that not everything is as it seems. Although Psyche
appears healthy, she insists that she has become the wife of the god, Cupid, and that she
and Orual are standing in his palace. Seeing nothing but the mountain valley, Orual is
convinced that her beloved sister has gone mad. The chapter ends without resolution.
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hen we finished reading, I asked, “Is Psyche happy? The response was a
mix between passionate
affirmatives and convicted
negatives, with a few still
looking deeply perplexed.
We had confronted a
powerful idea, one that took
more than a few followup questions, debates, and
counterexamples to really
even get a grip on. What is
happiness? There is scarcely a
more important question, and
few that we are more divided
over. Unfortunately, such a
question has become foreign
to us, even threatening.
Happiness, like truth, has
become relativized: there is
Cupid and Psyche from
Till We have Faces by C.S. Lewis
no “Truth,” only what is “true”
for you; so, too, happiness
is often regarded as merely
an expression of a purely libertarian act of volition beholden to no standards save itself.
Happiness is simply getting what I want.
What the case of Orual and Psyche put on full display was the radical inadequacy of such
a view. Through their very spirited debates, the students were brought to the realization
of a certain truth about the nature of happiness. In the months that have followed, I have
watched this happen many times, and in the time that is left, I anticipate it will continue to
happen as the Lord brings to completion the good work He began in each of us.
Austin Choate, High School Teacher
Ambleside School of Fredericksburg,Texas
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Teaching atAmbleside

“ low degrees” seemed so soothing, so subtle, and yet ten years later, I’ve discovered my true
self. How did this happen? Was it the six-volume set that would change the way I parented? Was
it the opportunity to share in ideas with a junior high class? And while the perceived response is
“yes,” for me, these were mere steps that led me to my real journey.
In the early days of Ambleside, the ASI website and mountains of teacher resources were sparse.
I received a stack of good books with coinciding page numbers from the philosophy. Then we
learned the method of a lesson at summer training. That alone was our guidance, and I’m glad
it was. Though at the time much seemed ambiguous, I knew in mind and heart when something
“felt wrong” that I had somehow obstructed the Holy Spirit from teaching. So, I’d go back to
Mason’s writings, and the next time the lesson would go better. And all the lessons did—by
“slow degrees.”
Yet, that gave me no confidence for the looming struggle ahead—Shakespeare. I arrived at
Ambleside without a strong literary background, and the thought of teaching Shakespeare was
terrifying. I read and re-read Mason’s vision; I prayed; I cried; I cried; I cried. November of that
Shakespeare at Ambleside
year, I ordered my first CompleteWorks. I must teach Shakespeare. I read, and frankly, Shakespeare
“spoke a language I [understood] not.” I mined through his vocabulary; I started to understand
some. I ordered a Companion to the Complete Works. December: I edited my first act, January: the first play, February: both
plays.
The “Ides of March” arrive, and I understand Shakespeare better. I see his brilliance, his wit. By May, I see his ability to transform
the shyest student into a lead role. I hear the students laugh at his humor. They delight in being players. They fancy a sword fight.
I find the thing I dread the most is now the thing I love. Even in this, it was still “slow degrees,” every year “slow degrees.”
Seven years later, the journey broadens. I apply and am accepted to the Shakespeare
Institute in Stratford-upon-Avon, where the author of my first CompeteWorks Companion,
Dr. Michael Dobson, is the Director. Three years after this, I’m in my final term
before dissertation. I graduate in the spring of 2017.

Ambleside Classroom
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hen I began my journey with
Ambleside School of Colorado in 2013,
I didn’t know much about the Charlotte
Mason method. I was pregnant with my
first child and had no way of knowing
how beneficial the lessons I would learn
as an Ambleside teacher would be to my
daughter and to myself. Now that I stay at
home with my toddler and newborn son,
I implement the method as much as I can.
When I am not sure how I will manage
a crying baby and a tantrum-throwing
toddler, I think of the pledge that I took
when becoming an Ambleside teacher: I
will, with God’s help.
Everyday, I remember that it is my job to
help my children grow. When I realized
our toddler didn’t know how to receive
a compliment, we sat around the dinner
table practicing giving and graciously

How did this happen? In looking back, I see it was the struggle, which took me on the
self-same journey our students take. No amount of support, supplement, resource,
or sequence would have improved the route I took. In fact, it might have gotten in the
way of my must. It was the Holy Spirit whispering “press on;” the philosophy alive in
my own walk. Turns out the “slow degrees” became 180 degrees of an unexpected and
fruitful journey, which began with tears of fear and end with tears of joy.
Becky Aidala ,Teacher,
Ambleside School of San Angelo,Texas

table receiving kind words. Practicing
positive habits is the happy alternative to
a punish-and-reward system that seems to
thrive on frustration.
Through teaching at an Ambleside school,
I realize the importance of a positive
atmosphere in our home. When life
seems to be moving quickly, I remember
that learning will occur when we have
time to stop, explore, and enjoy magical
moments with a curious child. In a
culture that seems to value staying as busy
as possible, we try to keep our schedule
open to limit stress and allow time for
creativity. These times of growth and
development are precious: not just for
me, but for my children’s future. I am so
thankful to have learned these tools while
my children are in their formative years.
Leah Martin, Homeschool Mentor
Ambleside School of Colorado

"To become intimate
with Shakespeare in
this way is a great
enrichment of mind and
instruction of conscience.
Then, by degrees, as we
go on reading ... lines of
insight and beauty take
possession of us, and
unconsciously mold our
judgments of men and
things and of the great
issues of life."

-Charlotte Mason

atHomeschool
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“Good Work!”

nspiration is important. ‘Bah, humbug,’ are the well known words of Scrooge, a weazoned
old soul and a grand example of the power of inspiration. Like Scrooge, I needed guidance and
vision in order to inject life into our homeschool.
I spent years hanging on, white knuckled, trying to survive parenting and homeschooling; too
stuck in my own ways to trust that there were options. Then entered the power of inspiration
in the idea of ‘living ideas in worthy books.’
My quest for help came in the form of a Google search and I alighted on a three-day internship
in the Charlotte Mason philosophy at the Ambleside School of Fredericksburg. The internship
consisted for me of impressions.

I was impressed with a quiet vitality;
order in the physical environment and order in relationships;
the teachers were truly a source of authority and support for the students; the students were
disciplined in that they were settled and ready to learn.
So now that I had seen the principles of Charlotte Mason’s philosophy in action, I was ready to
mimic the same in my own homeschool. Getting the right books, the right furniture, and my
children behaving the right way was a sure way to homeschool success. Not so much!
Well, since I had started on this journey with Ambleside, I continued by attending the Summer
Institute in Denver, Colorado. This time, instead of observing other students, I became a
student myself. As students, we narrated, diagrammed, transcribed, did mental math, and
there was one particular grammar class that encapsulated the philosophy for me.
Grammar inspiring? You bet! There was before us an inspiring text containing the punctuation
to be learned. There was the idea of punctuation as necessary to make clear the meaning of
a text like a voice inflecting and pausing in verbal speech. There was narration in a natural
way that reflected our mastery of the grammar we were taught, and finally, we returned to
the inspiring text to confirm what we had learned. The grammar used in the text did, in fact,
enhance and make clear the meaning. All of this was accomplished under a sense of authority
and accountability, the ideas that we could understand, we will be ready to learn, and that we
must master our lesson. I had just witnessed the work of a master teacher.
Returning home, again I tried to mimic the impressions I had received like a child taking
their first steps. There was more failure than success, but I knew it was something I wanted to
continue to attempt. The Ambleside Homeschool Mentorship Program has been the next step
in our homeschooling journey.
It is here where I am experiencing continued success. We are working more consistently and
the children are seeing growth in their own work. There is a part of me that wishes that I
could gush with the joy and success we are experiencing, but it is not like that. It is for me an
uphill battle and work--the work of learning and applying a philosophy that is in contrast to
my previous life experience, and the work of developing habits in my children and in myself.
As my Ambleside mentor said, “It is all good work.”
Mandi Ochsner,
Ambleside Homeschool, Alberta, Canada

Probhita Shew and family

Geography Lesson
Eight years of homeschooling, and I was
at an impasse. A desperate search and a
divine appointment with the St. Cyr’s
transformed my homeschooling experience
from a robotic, curriculum-driven one to
an organic atmosphere of learning. It made
all the difference to our church community
as well. Other mothers also desired change.
We began watching the ASI website videos
and realized we were well off the mark! We
began weekly to learn, discuss and practically
apply Charlotte Mason’s philosophy as found
in When Children Love To Learn.
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aving a mentor was crucial. The
Ambleside Home School Mentorship
Program offered wisdom and counsel. Here
was safety to reveal vulnerability, instruction
without judgment, encouragement and
practical strategy to overcome obstacles. An
important principle was to get out of the way,
so that the children could connect directly to
the author’s ideas.
At the end of a long day, reluctant to tackle
our tasks, my teenager surprised me. “I guess
we should just kiss this in the mouth,” she
said sagaciously. We burst into laughter and
set off to tackle our chores! She had made
a connection. The 1883 Robin Hood and
his Merry Adventures anecdote had found
practical application in her 2016 day! In the
chapter titled “The Wooing of Sir Keith,” none
of King Arthur’s knights would grant the
cursed, bent, ugly woman a boon to set her
free. Sir Keith stands up to the disagreeable
task of kissing her. She transforms and he
gains a beautiful wife and more.
“That a duty which seemeth to us sometimes ugly
and harsh, when we do kiss it fairly upon the
mouth, so to speak, is no such foul thing after all.”
Will Scarlet’s conclusion enabled Ria to take
hold of duty and encourage her mother to
follow suit! There was individual application
without repetitious, dull, teacher-voice
admonition. It actually worked and continues
to work!
Probhita Shew,
Ambleside Homeschool, Goa, India
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Alumni Reflections

n the year 2000, I walked through
the squeaky glass door of a red brick
church building and into Ambleside
School of Fredericksburg. It was
Ambleside’s opening day. Over the
next four years, my high school years as
a student, I walked through that same
door 756 times. I know that squeak.
In August of 2014, after a ten-year
absence, I walked through that door
once again. It still squeaked. Now, as
an Ambleside teacher, I climb the worn
wooden stairs I swept so many times as
a student. Teaching during the winter,
I long for the freshness of crisp spring
air just as I did in high school. But there
is one key difference; now I am the
one with the privilege of introducing
young minds to rich ideas. It is the most
satisfying experience I could imagine.
My years away from Ambleside have
solidified my belief that Charlotte Mason
was right – the feast of ideas is what

C

nourishes our spirits. I found myself
beginning to mentally narrate in college
because the professor was not allowing
class time for narration or discussion,
and without those components, I could
not learn what I wished to know. I
figured out how to write what my
professors wanted to hear as well as
what I wanted to say because writing
without belief is an aimless exercise.
When I finished my studies, I became
a sixth grade teacher at a classical
Christian school. Here I realized that
the tool of narration was like a chest of
gold to teachers struggling to help their
students understand daily readings.

It binds the student to the
knowledge with story, passion,
beauty, understanding, and an
experience of the idea.
Now I guide Ambleside students down
rivers of ideas. It is strange to be the
guide in the same classroom where I was
once the student, but my surroundings

encourage me to give my students what
I was given. The ability to process
complex ideas, to retain information,
to synthesize it and communicate it
to an audience in a meaningful way, is
vital to living well. I want my students
to have it. It is life changing. Professors
will notice it like a breath of fresh air
when a student demonstrates genuine
interest in a subject. Fellow students
will notice when another student
listens with pleasure to lectures rather
than furiously scratching down notes. A
husband will be blessed by it when he
knows he has been heard. Children of
the next generation will experience it
when the parent who thinks in such a
way shows them the grand and inspiring
world in all its created richness.

This is the impact ideas make,

and Ambleside is one place where a
person can prepare to be a part of the
impact. In this case, I request that the
squeaky door not get the grease. It had
best keep on squeaking.
Brynn Bowyer, Teacher
Ambleside School of Fredericksburg,Texas

an you imagine how decisions you make now and things you are experiencing today can affect your life ten years from now?
Who knew that the nine years I attended Ambleside School of Herndon would so profoundly impact my life and world view? I’m
currently a senior nursing major and honors student at Messiah College. As I reflect on my sixteen years of classroom education,
I’m convinced that my academic success is inseparable from my love of learning formed through critical thinking concepts,
narration, nature studies, habits….all gained at Ambleside.
These skills served me well in my public high school years where so much effort was spent working for a grade and getting
into college. Now at a Christian liberal arts college, I feel as if I am in a positive learning environment similar to where my
education first began. As a smaller Christian college, classes are not as big and provide the opportunity for close relationships with
professors, something I am thankful to have experienced during my years at Ambleside. I am grateful for the variety of subjects
we explored during my elementary and middle school days and find myself appreciating my general education courses as offering
different glimpses into the world. Also similar to my time at Ambleside, Christ is at the center of class, team practices, and daily
life at Messiah. Our faith is incorporated into learning as we discover God and His beautiful creation.
Recently, I spent three weeks in Zambia
working in a rural hospital with several
of my nursing peers. We attended Nurses
Christian Fellowship with Zambian
nursing students, hiked Victoria Falls, and
camped out on a safari in Chobe National
Park. I found myself in awe of everything I
was experiencing and loved expanding my
learning outside the classroom and into
a new culture. Ambleside prepared me
beyond the years I was there, and shaped
who I am today. Ambleside will always
remain a cherished experience.
Claire Stikeleather, Alumna
Ambleside School of Herndon,Virginia
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Young students labor intensively when
they’re learning to form their first letters. Their little hands often tire to the
point of trembling as they work with
great determination. I imagine each
student’s delight as she revisits some
of the familiar poems, and scenes from
Bible or literature lessons, with eyes
focused on a letter or phrase. There
is also the importance of the practical—the children finger trace on the
pages as well, following the dotted
lines as they write. The text allows
the method to work as each lesson is
comprised of letters and a few words
for the 10-15 minutes of handwriting
practice. The teachers make way to
train the students in habits of attention
and perfect execution. Students smile
as they write names and descriptions
from their fairy tales or injunctions to
be kind and considerate.

Mother and Child Reading by Eugene Carriere
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he handwriting practice books
really are a labor of love. As a former
Ambleside teacher and now working
for ASI, I have the frequent pleasure
of being immersed in texts rich with
worthy and noble ideas, beautiful
thoughts, and inspiring lives. One
may think, “It’s only a handwriting
book,” but to me, it is a little haven
for the student as he works—yet
another spot to stir the imagination
and provide “wind beneath his wings”
as he works hard to learn how to form
letters and words.
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