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A Word from Our Principal
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I had the blessing of attending Ambleside
Schools International’s “The Gathering” in
Fredericksburg recently. This particular
group consisted of people from around the
nation and one individual from South Africa,
all who has supported the Ambleside
Christian education movement in one way or
another, most for many years, whether it be
as a principal, founder, educator, parent or
even an alumni of older schools. The people
in attendance found unity in the idea of being
intentionally counter-cultural.
Some of us were asked to share our story
about how Ambleside has changed our lives
and the lives of the people we come into
contact with. Albeit everyone’s own journey
and story is uniquely beautiful, there was a
common thread—we see the benefits of
being able to live a life well with Christ at the
center and having the privilege to share and
foster the same lifestyle through education
with those in our own communities.
Being counter-cultural is not an easy
undertaking in today’s fast-paced,
perpetually connected virtual and real world
society. However, it is definitely worth it.
At Ambleside, children discover they do not
have to be entertained to learn and as a

result have true and valid relationships with
learning and others. They are able to meet
the magnificent minds of the authors of
books, artists, composers, etc. Becoming a
friend of both real and fictional people whose
lives are written in books happens when the
literature is idea rich, rather than watered
down. Not having access to technology to
learn is never missed since they are
connected and inspired by the feast put
before them. Students learn, although they
may never be a genius in a particular subject
they struggle with, they will have a
relationship with the subject without
invoking negative emotions or selfdeprecating thoughts about their abilities.
Students adapt to this atmosphere quite well
and are elated to learn daily! Then something
amazing happens… Many parents notice the
quality of conversations that are happening
at the dinner table or while traveling in the
car. They notice the small, kind gestures that
the students do for others. Parents notice
students are eager to come to school and
cannot wait to see what learning is in store
for them that day. Children engage in fruitful
conversations with adults without being
timid or disrespectful. Inspiration is
infectious and many parents want to know

more about this wonderful life-giving
education Ambleside offers.
Teaching character becomes second nature
when the ideas are so abundant in the books
read. Students naturally identify with the
lives of people in history and it sparks
connections within themselves as they aspire
to become a man or woman of great
character. Children see God in nature and
desire to learn more about His creations. The
list goes on and on about how being countercultural is both deliberate and beneficial for
Ambleside students and families.
What is particularly a tremendous relief to
me about an Ambleside education is that
none of us have to figure out how to live our
lives well on our own. We have a plethora of
support, guidance, and teachings from the
Bible, Jesus, our philosophy, Ambleside
Schools International, and the ever-growing
Ambleside communities.
If you would like to be involved in a book
study to learn more about the Ambleside
education by reading For the Children’s Sake,
by Susan Schaeffer MaCaulay, please send
me an email at info@amblesideboerne.com.
This will be an uplifting way to start our new
year, in community reading and learning
together.
“Knowledge, as an abiding joy, comes
only to those who loves her for her
own sake, and not to those who use
her to get on in school or in life.” –
Charlotte Mason (Vol 4 Book 1 p79)
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Fall Events at Ambleside
The fall semester at Ambleside School of Boerne has been filled with many rewarding and enriching
activities for the students, teachers, parents and the Ambleside community.

 Back to School Picnic The returning students and parents gathered together to meet
their teachers and fellow classmates and to enjoy a meal together before the start of the fall
semester.

 Parents’ Go to School Night Parents joined together for an evening in their child’s
classroom to see what it was like to learn in the Ambleside way.

 Parent Internship Parents gathered together with our principal, Mrs. Boshears,

members of the Board and Leslie Voorhees of Ambleside Schools International to learn and
gain a deeper understanding of our unique school.

 All School Lunch Parent volunteers cooked a beautiful meal to serve to the school and
teachers. Students enjoyed lunch with their chapel buddies and focused on proper manners.

 Veterans Day Chapel Students performed various meaningful songs and recitations,
and handed out hand-made poppies, to honor our beloved Veterans and all they have done
for our country.

 Community Night at Dog and Pony Grill The Ambleside community supported
our school by going out to the Dog and Pony Grill to eat and enjoy a night together, and a
portion of the proceeds were donated to the school.

 December Advent Ambleside father and board member, David Griffin, volunteered to
attend and lead the session of Advent for students, staff and parents.

 All School Sing for Morningside Ministries at Menger Springs and
the Boerne Library Students and staff joined together to sing joyful songs of the
season.

 Dinner at 259 Brantley’s Bistro A dear friend of Ambleside pre-purchased a dinner
for Ambleside families to gather and enjoy a meal.

 Grandparent’s Day Grandparents gathered in the classroom to observe and learn
about our school and curriculum.

 Christmas Concert Students performed beautiful Christmas songs and recitations of
scripture and enjoyed a small reception with parents and loved ones.

 All School Christmas Caroling On the last day of the fall semester, the students
and staff joined in caroling around Boerne.

 Guided Prayer Special times throughout the semester with Ambleside grandma, Cheryl
Vita, gathered in prayer for our school students, staff, board and community.

 Field Studies Each class attended various field studies throughout the fall semester.
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Teaching at Ambleside and
Inspirational Ideas
“I am not a teacher, but an
awakener.” – Robert Frost
Suzanne Jefferson, Kindergarten and First
Grade:
Narration is a new skill for the
Kindergarteners. Telling back a story using
the author's language, giving details, and
remembering the story order have been
emerging skills over the course of first
semester. They work on these skills during
the Kindergarten literature time as well as
during the combined reading times with the
First grade. It has been wonderful to hear the
kindergarten class increasing their
participation as they've grown. It has also
been very gratifying to hear the depth of
detail and discussion that the First Grade
class is able to engage in as they have been
steadily building on last year's foundation.
The class as a whole has been practicing
raising their hands and saying "I would like to
add..." when they have additional details to
contribute to the group narration.

Nina Morgan, Breakout and Special
Projects:
3rd grade memory/inspirational idea. This
year, we have focused on the importance of
written narrations. Though the writing
process can sometimes be arduous, the
students have appreciated the work. One
student commented, "Writing narrations
takes more work than just telling back aloud
in class. But, I like writing. It's more work, but
writing makes me think deeper about what
we are studying. I feel like I know the topic
more."

Holly Kallemyn, Second Grade and
Third Grade:
The second graders attending the
Institute of Texan Cultures in San
Antonio and the Ag Museum in
Boerne to learn about the ways of
the pioneer times, like those in their
literature studies of Little House in
the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls
Wilder.

The 3rd grade field study takes place this
week, on Nov. 30th. We will go to A Cave
Without a Name and learn more about fossils
and how they are formed. This field study
relates to our science curriculum which
covers dinosaurs and fossils.

The class field trip to the Saur-Beckmann
Farm near Fredericksburg was an
opportunity to see a working farm which
dates back to the era prior to the use of
electricity, when America was primarily an
agricultural society. It was important for the
class to get a tangible sense of what life must
have been like for the people we have
studied in class such as Joseph Hayden,
Winslow Homer, Squanto and the people of
the Bible. The tour of the farm was
fascinating in many ways and the children
loved seeing the animals, and even touching
a child's ball made from a pig's bladder!

“Education is the ability
to listen to almost
anything without losing
your temper or your
self-confidence.” –
Robert Frost

Parent Volunteer Spotlight:
David Griffin, Board member and father of Fox and Finley Griffin, has volunteered to lead an
Advent observance during morning assembly in the month of December. He leads the children in
a time of silent reflection, Bible readings, and inspirational thoughts about the true meaning of
Christmas. Luke Morgan reflects, "I really enjoy seeing the advent candle being lit each day. I also
like being in the chapel while Mr. Griffin asks us to reflect on Jesus' birth." Thank you, David, for
making this Advent season especially meaningful to our students.

“Education is an atmosphere, a
discipline, a life.”
– Charlotte Mason
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A Parent’s
Perspective
“No one can ever owe so
much to any living soul as
to devoted parents.” –
Charlotte Mason (Vol 5,
p.201)
From the Garcia Family, parents of a second
grader at Ambleside:
We moved from San Antonio to Fair Oaks
Ranch about 4 years ago with our two
daughters Laila and Sloane. At the time Laila
was 3 years old and Sloane was 15 months
old. Once Laila turned 4 we went in search of
a school hoping to find a school that
practiced our morals and family values. After
visiting several schools, we came across
Ambleside School of Boerne. We researched
information on their website and
immediately called to set up an
appointment. During our visit we felt so
comfortable, we loved the atmosphere and
Charlotte Mason’s philosophy. We left there
confident they shared the same values and
morals. After prayerful consideration we
made the decision this was the school we
wanted to send our girls to.
Laila is now 7 years old and in second grade
at Ambleside and Sloane will be in kinder
next year. It’s so wonderful to see how Laila
has grown with her reading, math, narration,
love of gardening, bible, music, Spanish, art
and recitations but most important to see
how Ambleside has helped develop Laila’s
character. She is a good wholesome child
with the biggest heart. We are very grateful
for Mrs. Boshears she will take time out of
her day to personally be there to help Laila
through her struggles and to assure us Laila
is enjoying her day at school. We are
thankful to the staff at Ambleside they
always greet us with a smile and make us feel
like we are apart of a family at Ambleside.
These are just a few reasons why we love
Ambleside and why we choose to send our
daughter here.
“I am, I Can, I Ought, I Will.”
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From the Dunkelberger Family, parents of a
second grader at Ambleside:
It seems like just yesterday that we started
the soul-searching task of finding “the right”
school for our four-year-old daughter. Living
in San Antonio, we had many decisions to
face and questions to answer: public or
private? Christian, catholic, non-faith based?
Common-core or Montessori curriculum?
Small or large? We came to answer many of
these questions easily, but trying to reconcile
our wants and needs with the actual schools
we found and researched proved more
difficult than we expected.
And then one day, my husband met West
Vita who proceeded to tell him about a very
unique private school in Boerne, Texas. From
there, I looked into the school website and
curriculum, attended an open house, and
submitted an application for the following
kindergarten year. It was a very exciting day
when we received our acceptance phone call
from the principal.
We went into the school year with a very
young girl who was eager to learn but had
many difficulties with attention, focus and
the idea of “must” and “ought to” in her daily
learnings. I won’t say she has fully grasped
these concepts today, but we have come a
very long way. Her teachers have been
patient and supportive, giving and faithful,
and honest in their communications with us.
Over the past few years at Ambleside, Lyla
has both struggled and thrived. We take the
challenges with the successes and are
thankful to be a part of this school
community. Our daughter finds joy every day
in learning at Ambleside, whether it is
handwriting, nature study, bible, recitations,
gardening or break time with her friends; and
this is the most important part of the journey
- finding peace in our decision.
“May mercy, peace, and love be yours in full
measure.” (Jude 1:2)
“God blesses those people who make peace.
They will be called his children!” (Matthew
5:9)
“The peace that Christ gives is to guide you in
the decisions you make; for it is to this peace
that God has called you together in the one
body. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)

“Thought breeds thought; children
familiar with great thoughts take
as naturally to thinking for
themselves as the well-nourished
body takes to growing; and we
must bear in mind that growth,
physical, intellectual, moral,
spiritual, is the sole end of
education.” – Charlotte Mason

FALL SPLENDOR AT AMBLESIDE | FALL 2017 ISSUE

Student Work at Ambleside
“The children, not the teachers, are the responsible persons; they do the
work by self-effort.” – Charlotte Mason (Vol 6, p.6)
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Ambleside Schools International Article
“To Listen

“Have you ever been in the fields on a spring day, and heard nothing at all but your own voice and the voices of your companions, and then, perhaps,
suddenly you have become silent, and you find a concert going on of which you had not heard a note? At first you hear the voices of the birds; then, by
degrees, you perceive high voices, low voices, and middle voices, small notes and great notes, and you begin to wish you knew who sang each of the songs
you can distinguish.” [1]
How often it is that we go through life missing the simple pleasures. Our focus is on ourselves; our thoughts, our plans and our concerns--failing to
hear the joy around us. Here, Charlotte Mason reminds us to be fully present and to listen.
Miss Mason’s idyllic picture of being “in the fields on a spring day” is far from the reality of most 21st century lives. Although being in the fields on a
spring day, or most days for that matter, would do us all good. Yet, I believe there is a deeper, more universal truth in her words.
Miss Mason writes about suddenly becoming silent in order to notice the concert going on around us. The concert to which she refers has a musical
quality and in it she describes the voices of the birds-- “high voices, low voices, and middle voices, small notes and great notes…” Too often we are so
focused on our own internal voice that we fail to notice the variety and beauty of the sounds beyond ourselves. In nature, there are the sounds of the
birds, the insects, and the leaves rustling in the trees--a refreshing melody indeed; and yet, how often do we miss the concert of the children in our
midst?
Are the sounds of the children really noticed like Miss Mason is asking us to notice the voices of the birds? Do we quiet our own voice long enough in
order to “suddenly become silent” and notice? What are the sounds of our children’s voices? Who has the high voices, the low voices, the middle
voices? Who speaks the small notes and the great notes?
“Do you know the footfall of everybody in the house? … Do you listen to people's voices, and can you tell by the intonation whether the people are sad
or glad, pleased or displeased?” [2]
Each one of us longs to know and to be known. As parents and educators our job is not just to hear our children, but to listen. Who are they? What are
they really trying to say? What makes them distinct in this world? What sounds are uniquely theirs? What utterances will we miss when our home or
classroom is empty?
“There is a great deal of joy, again, to be had out of listening--joy which many people miss…” [3]
We all too important adults have a knack for missing the obvious. We tend to neglect the simple joy of listening. Every day is an opportunity to
“suddenly become silent” and notice. There is a concert going on around us. Will we listen?

[1-3] Mason, Charlotte, Ourselves (Vol. 4), pg. 29-30
"Three Children" by George Bellows (image)
http://www.amblesideschools.com/asi-blog?page=2
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