Spring Inspiration
Sitting on the bus on the way to Malvern, I asked Sheldon what he was interested in
seeing. ‘Don’t know really – we don’t do that sort of gardening anymore,’ was the
reply, and I know what he meant. Since getting an allotment, the back garden, which
does have some lovely wildflower perennials in it amongst the weeds, has definitely
been a bit of a poor relation (not that the allotment is anything to write home about!).
I wondered why I’d signed up for the trip so readily; after all, there’s always some
desperate gardening to be done at home or at Whitemoor, especially with an
inspection looming. Perhaps we were going on a day out by mistake! We weren’t
looking for any plants – nowhere really to put anything… the garden needs some
drastic work before we start buying plants again. And we were indeed among the
few who didn’t buy any new plants or kit. But I loved the show. Absolutely loved it.
Such beauty, such elegant designs! Lots of the show gardens used wild flowers, and
the spring colour palette of greens, whites and purples gave everything an effect of
pleasing harmony. I’m sure these design decisions were influenced by horticultural
trends, but I appreciated the designers’ willingness to work with the restraint and
harmony of nature’s spring palette – that zingy, fresh green, and the perfect crisp
whites, then the drama of the purple alliums. Glorious. There was much more to
enjoy, though, than the big show gardens, clever and beautifully executed as they
were. The floral marquee was astonishing with some very dramatic displays, such as
the uncanny bonsais. Much as they unnerve me with their disruption of scale and
leave me feeling that there is something cruel going on, I had to admit they were
impressive and very striking. Everywhere there were flowers and plants in perfect
condition, with beautifully staged displays. We really enjoyed the Floral Art
exhibitions as well (I had previously known this as ‘flower arranging’, but I now know
better!). It was fascinating to read judges’ comments on the arrangements - this
really helped me to understand what was going on in a field I know almost nothing
about.
One of the areas I enjoyed the most was the gardens designed and made by
schools from the region. My favourite of these was by Castlemorten Primary based
on the moon landings and the theme of aspiration and ambition. It had a space ship
as a seating space from which you could look out and enjoy the alien surroundings
of the peculiar planet you’d landed on. The children had used plants they thought
looked rather space-age and uncanny to imagine what another planet might be like –
more alliums, of course! The space pod was great fun, the planting very clever and
beautiful, and all around the garden were casts of the children’s footprints, picked up
outside the garden space where the students had written their future ambitions on
footprint shapes. I chatted to some of the children who were there with a teacher,
and asked how many of them had been involved in creating the garden? ‘All of
contributed something to the garden, everyone in the whole school,’ they answered
proudly. ‘That’s about 100 of us! And we got a Highly Commended!’ Very impressive
– as were their ambitions. One student wrote that he/she wanted to travel the world
as a beer taster! And all power to the lass who wanted to be ‘the first lady on the
moon’ as well as the shrewd student who had wanted to be a vet since reception
class, and wrote that ‘Vets make lots of money. Here is a fact: it costs £90 to put a
hamster down.’ I felt there was a sad trauma there as well as some impressive hardheaded thinking.
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My highest ambition at the moment would be to garden like Charles Dowding
(though actually space travel might be slightly easier to achieve). Charles was both
inspiring and encouraging, and despite the fact that dear plot 84 on Whitemoor could
never look like one of his plots, I’d like to experiment and see which of his methods
could work for us. It was fantastic to have someone explain how no-dig gardening
works. It’s an intriguing mix of the radical and the old-school. My Grandad would
have definitely approved of his zero tolerance approach to weeds! He really brought
home how ‘a stitch in time saves nine’ in the garden; this is precisely what Sheldon
and I struggle with – but it’s good to be reminded of how things could be, so that we
too can be (almost) as ambitious as Marcus from Castlemorton Primary, whose
footprint in the space garden said ‘My ambition for the future is to rid the world of
evil’.
Good luck to you, Marcus.

Castlemorton CE Primary School, ‘One Small Step for man, One Giant Leap for Mankind’
(Highly Commended). Cover image: Spectacular wisteria in a classically influenced
promenade of the permanent show garden, Malvern. Photos R Palfreyman
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THE THOUGHTS OF CHAIRMAN BARRIE WARD:
A GOOD IDEA?
I like the idea of the ‘Grow
Wild’ campaign. Have you
come across it? Led by the
Royal Botanic Gardens at
Kew, there are these very
attractive boxes in
circulation containing wild
flower seeds, a little
guidance on where and
how to sow them and even
a build-your-own bee house
to put up nearby.

The campaign is ‘all about communities
coming together to create colour in
unexpected places, helping our wildlife
and bringing a smile to people’s faces’.
I know of two little girls visiting their
grandfather over Easter who certainly
had smiles on their faces and a whale
of a time doing the raking and sowing.
As the box says, ‘for more about
teaming up with friends and neighbours
to brighten your streets, go to
Growwilduk.com’.
Barrie in characteristic pose!

And now for the bad idea? This is the other sort of box, BBC TV’s Big Allotment
Challenge currently running on Tuesday evenings. If you’ve seen it, you will know
the format. It turns gardeners into contestants, nine pairs at the outset who were
allocated identical immaculately tilled and weedless plots and by episode three were
more and more thrilled by the competition so that, according to one contestant. ‘We
will fight to the last, we won’t quit,’ and another ‘as the weeks go on, it’s getting more
and more competitive’. With seven pairs left ‘in’, that week’s episode required three
uniform carrots, a specimen gladioli and making a chutney.
This programme has attracted quite a bit of criticism and it’s easy enough to laugh it
off and turn it off. On one level it’s just misleading and silly. As one critic writes, ‘here
the nitty gritty of gardening had been pruned and dead headed to such a degree that
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I couldn’t recognise anything of the pastime that over the years has left me in turns
exhausted, elated and frustrated.’
But on another level, I suggest something more insidious is going on. Allotment
gardening has long been an activity involving co-operation and solidarity, has it not?
A sharing of experience and know-how (viz the NOGs allotment) and of seeds and
plants (our plant swap on 13 May). This, however, is something different; as Julian
Baggini puts it in an excellent article in The Guardian (Saturday 19 April), this is a
television series ‘which turns allotments into a site of competition when really they’re
all about solidarity’. It ‘turns growing food into a kind of social display’. And it goes
deeper than that: ‘assumptions and ways of thinking that have been shaped by the
market and the media are hard to shake off.’
The real reward, he suggests, ‘is the satisfaction of eating your own produce is just
that you grew it’ and in conclusion ‘finally, perhaps, we will come to enjoy what is
good for its own sake. That would be a victory worth digging for’. I will eat to that!
And good gardening for enjoyment’s sake this summer.

Charles Dowding: No Dig Gardening
SARAH BAKER
Frankly, I don't need persuading not to dig, so along I went to the Friends Meeting
House expecting to enjoy what I heard, but not to feel challenged! So I was surprised
to hear that lots of what I thought was true was myth; and myth-busting was very
much a theme of this excellent meeting.
An example? I've made raised beds so that I won't stand on the soil, compacting it
and damaging the structure. MYTH! So long as the soil is not dug, but has organic
matter added to the surface every year, feeding the soil and allowing the soil life and
plant roots to take care of the structure, then it will support your weight – as a lawn
does. No-dig soil is firm, not compacted. That's not to say don't have raised beds,
but there's no need to stay off them, and they don't need retaining sides unless you
want them.
More examples: carrots & parsnips mustn't be grown in freshly manured soil. MYTH!
They'll be fine, just don't dig it in. Put the compost or manure on the surface: the
roots will grow well. Watering in the evening? Why make everything nice and damp
just as slugs are coming out to play? Wait until the morning instead. And don't worry
about the sun scorching wet leaves, as they manage just fine after rain, don't they?
On clearing land: apart from digging out docks, he just advises covering weedy
ground with a good amount of manure or compost, and putting down a layer of black
polythene or thick cardboard. He says that an especially good time to cover soil is
from February through to May – when everything is really starting to grow. If,
however, you are clearing really tough perennial weeds such as couch grass, hedge
bindweed, dandelions, and so on, then the cover is best left for a longer time –
around one year. Then just uncover & plant!
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The inspiring talk & slides convinced me that no-dig is a great gardening method. He
has for years carried out dig/no-dig experiments and has found that no-dig gives the
same or better yields every time. His belief is that digging, while fine if you like to do
it, is not necessary to get good crops. Soil life is richer without digging, and there are
fewer weeds to deal with. That's good news in my book for anyone with limited
amounts of time or with back trouble. The proof of the pudding though, is that he can
make a living from his no-dig land, producing £33,000-worth of organic salad leaves
last year, all sown, weeded, watered and picked (cut and come again) by hand.
After the talk – which included a huge number of tips and recommendations – the
audience descended on his book stall, and bought everything in sight! His latest
books are: Charles Dowdings' Veg Journal: Expert No-Dig Advice Month by Month
and Gardening Myths and Misconceptions. He also has a very good film on
YouTube called ‘No Dig Abundance’, and provides lots of information on his website
as well: www.charlesdowding.co.uk.

A time for consolidation?
As always it is an exciting time at the allotment. We have had a few new
allotmenteers joining us and the plot continues to challenge us.
In previous years we have had big development plans to keep us occupied over the
winter but this year we decided that we need to get on top of some of the areas
which have yet to be as productive as they might be. We are still very good at
making compost full of weed seeds and so all of us have to get used to deadheading as soon as a flower is turning into a seedhead. By not doing this it is difficult
to put Charles Dowding’s no-dig ideas into practice, as a good mulch of compost will
very soon become a wonderful seedbed… for the weeds rather than the vegetables
we had planned and more time is taken up by weeding than looking after the
vegetables.
The experiment with the automatic watering system over last summer gave some
good results. The main one was that leaky hose gives a much better delivery of
water than individual nozzles and so Peter has taken out the nozzles and put in
leaky hose throughout the polytunnel. We are now covering the hose with compost
or manure as this should cut down on evaporation and make even better use of the
water and keep the soil moist. The tomatoes are in and so the system will be fully
tested by a tunnel full of summer vegetables. Last year we lost the melons to the
cold weather in May and June so, touch wood, the weather will be kinder this year
and melon will be on the menu for some of the work parties.
Asparagus was a new vegetable on the allotment last year. The roots were planted
and lots of farmyard manure used to feed them. This year we have to leave it alone
to gather strength so that ten or more years of harvests are available in the future,
certainly it looks quite healthy and the variety Purple Passion has a depth of colour I
haven’t seen in asparagus before. This is a vegetable well worth growing, as it tastes
good and is very expensive in the shops. However, to my mind the most important
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thing is that it provides a good harvest during the ‘hungry gap’ when most winter
vegetables are almost over and the summer ones have yet to come into production.
Roll on next year when we can lightly cut the plants and all taste this nutritious
vegetable.
We have had problems with more mundane vegetables – potatoes are a challenge!
The early ones planted in the polytunnel one week were gone by the next week…
rats, I think, ate them and left no evidence except disturbed soil. Then the outside
ones were disturbed, probably by rats again. Some tubers had gone and others were
tossed around… the answer to this was another good mulch of a manure and
leafmould mix and that seems to have sorted the problem. Then the ones in storage
from last year went very soft earlier than usual, probably because of the warm winter
we have had. How to overcome these problems? Well the indoor ones could be
started in a medium-sized pot and then planted in the border when growth is in
evidence but as for the outdoor ones perhaps some of you have some ideas apart
from poisoning the rats!!
These are just some of the challenges thrown up by the plot this year. Wouldn’t it be
boring if everything went to plan?
Allotment work parties are all 10am – 2pm-ish. Ring me if the gates are locked –
you’ll find the dates and my number on the back of the Newsletter.
Ros Pither

Planned EU legislation threatens Heritage Seed Varieties
NOGs members may already know that 'Garden Organic' and 'The Soil Association'
have been campaigning against draft EU legislation which threatened small seed
producers and seed swapping networks. Legislation was proposed last year, which
would have licensed seed production. This would have effectively banned small
seed producers, by imposing costs which would have made small scale production
uneconomic. As big seed companies favour large production of fewer varieties, it
could have a big impact on biodiversity, threatening to wipe out many important
heritage seed varieties.
Initial proposals to ban private seed swapping were thrown out last year and you
might have thought that would be the end of it. However, despite a clear vote by
MEPs, it looks like the legislation will be reintroduced after the May European
elections. At this critical time, your NOGs committee have sent a donation of £100
each to Garden Organic and The Soil Association to support the 'Save Our Seeds
Appeal'.
Richard Stockwell
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The RHS Malvern Spring Festival
We’ve been meaning to arrange a trip to this show for some time and this year it has
finally worked out. Our coach (named ‘Maddie’!) was almost full, with a nice big boot
for any plant retail therapy. On the way back, the group was warmly encouraged to
contribute some comments on the day – whether good or bad. The results are
below, and since I don’t have everyone’s name, I will leave them anonymous; many
thanks to those who contributed a comment, and thanks to those who made it a jolly
crowd and supported the visit. Kate, as ever, deserves all our thanks for organizing a
proper day out.
‘Great day out. Very good facilities. Head for Floral Marquee first, not at 3pm, and
take a trolley!’
‘Enjoyed the day immensely. Show gardens were inspiring, good to see bee-friendly
native flowers in the designs. Plenty to see, do and buy.’

On the coach, Jo told me about the Gardeners’ World programme about Malvern. ‘There’s a
beech garden,’ she said, ‘loads of plants that just won’t grow in this country.’ I was a bit
puzzled, thinking a beech garden sounded quite nice… I realized my mistake when I saw
this fabulously clever BEACH garden looking spectacular against the Malvern Hills. Perhaps
not one for home, but I can see why they gave it a gold medal.
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‘Cracking day – met some fantastic stallholders, bought 8 bags of plants & definitely
want to go next year. Can we leave at 5pm so we can bag more bargains at 4pm?!’
‘Really impressed with the floral displays. A very enjoyable day.’
‘Liked the animals on display – Gloucester Old Spot pigs, Golden Guernsey goats,
the sheep and the Buff Orpington hens.’
‘lf we came again it would be nice to stay till 5.30 and get some bargains when they
sell off all the plants. But really loved it. Lots to see. Should have invested £4 in a
programme to get the most out of the day!’
‘We invested £4 in a programme but still couldn’t navigate round successfully! A long
ambition to see Carol Klein “in the flesh” was fulfilled.’
‘We enjoyed the school gardens, some impressively innovative and stylish. The
children were keen to tell us all about them and, in one instance, plied us with cake
as well.’
‘A great day – enjoyed all the gardens and especially Christine Walkden and her
down-to-earth tips and expert information. Bought some lovely plants – some
reduced at 4.00.’
‘A really enjoyable day – plenty to see under cover when the rain threatened – but
weather much better than we feared. So many plants and excellent displays. Very
good loos, too!’
‘Of all the display gardens I liked the school gardens best. Also liked the societies’
section and the alpines – so many little cute plants! But I didn’t give in to temptation!’

Photos Terry Hanstock (L) & Rachel Palfreyman (R)
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‘The day passed so quickly, suffering from plant saturation – it is a lovely feeling as
some of them were absolutely gorgeous. The designers were very helpful, sharing
info on their displays. The “Parkinsons” show garden was of especial interest. A pity
you weren’t allowed to try the secret grass (artificial) door! A lovely day – thanks to
all those, especially Kate, for organizing it so well.’
‘So well organized – thank you, Kate. My first time at a garden show – thank you,
NOGs. Really enjoyed the show gardens, the Lebanese food, and shopping. Got a
sheep’s wool duvet, so will remember this show and NOGs every time I go to sleep.’
‘Enjoyed having a Foxwhelp in the shadow of the Malvern Hills… Plants and
gardens lovely too!’

In the floral marquee…

‘Turning Point’, Meadows First School, Bromsgrove
Photos R Palfreyman

‘The Malvern Floral Pavilion was magnificent. I’ve never seen such a display of
bonsai trees! A beekeeper pointed out the queen bee in the hive; also a new
experience.’

Subscriptions – please contact Irena Paxton
Post a cheque payable to Nottingham
Organic Gardeners:

Irena Paxton,
54 Lamcote Grove,
The Meadows
NG2 2GY
07710 195733

The subscription rates are:
Waged
Individual
Family

£10.00
£15.00

Concessions
Individual
Family

£7.00
£12.00

Or contact Irena for details of how to set up Of course you can also pay in person at
a standing order/online payment:
one of the monthly meetings.
Thanks for your support!
irenapaxton@hotmail.co.uk
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Organic Horse Muck – East Leake
NOGs member Suella Postles has a good supply of organic horse manure at East
Leake LE12 6LJ. If you’d like to arrange collection, contact her at
suellapostles@gmail.com.
Dig for Health: Research Project
Rebecca Bell, a PhD student at De Montfort University has been in touch to ask if
anyone would be willing to be interviewed to find out more about how gardening may
enhance people’s lives.
Rebecca writes: ‘The project I am working on is called 'Dig for Health' and I am
currently looking for volunteers to take part. I am hoping to interview gardeners from
all walks of life throughout the growing season to find out more about what benefits
they personally feel they gain from gardening. I also have a small budget to help
purchase any tools or seeds the gardeners may require.
If any of your members are interested in taking part or just finding out more then
please let me know. I am more than happy to come along and chat to people about
the project or contact people individually.’
rebecca.bell4@email.dmu.ac.uk

Arkwright Meadows Community Garden
Regular events at AMCG
After-school Club: Fun at AMC gardens for children 5 - 13 yrs old. Thursdays 3.15
- 5pm (term time) or 2-4pm (holidays). Outdoor games, cooking and crafts. Register
with play workers on arrival.
Tandoor Oven: Available Mon-Thurs 10-3pm for own bread-making. Call in or
phone us first for available slots. Just pay for the fuel (£2).
Lunch Bunch: If you live in The Meadows, would you like to come to our friendly
cook and eat club? Mondays 11-1pm. All we ask it that you give £1 towards
ingredients. Please ring in advance to book a place.
Yoga: Mondays and Thursdays 5.30-6.45pm, £5 (£3 unwaged) per session. Just
turn up or call Alice Faricy for info 07716 432910.
Bike Rides: Thursday mornings. Free loan bikes available. For info and to book
email customerservices@ridewise.org.uk
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Tuesday 10 June – Evening Visit to Weleda at Ilkeston
Weleda is an international company which produces organic cosmetics and
pharmaceuticals, with a UK base in Ilkeston. Since it was established in 1923,
Weleda has followed its aims to work in harmony with nature. Their products aim to
support human beings in maintaining, promoting and restoring their health and in
achieving physical well-being and a balanced lifestyle.
We’ll be meeting gardener Claire Hattersley who’ll show us round the 15 acre,
biodynamic site known as The Field. Plants and flowers grown here provide the raw
materials for their organic cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. The gardeners use
biodynamic systems and we’ll be visiting at a lovely time of year when so many
plants will be in flower.
The address is The Field, Shipley (2 miles north of Ilkeston). 'The Field' lane is just
about opposite the Shipley Garden Centre. Weleda's land is down the first track left
after the bungalow.
We will meet at 7.15 pm for a 7.30 start – we’ll be there for about 2 hours. If you
need a lift or can offer a space in your car, let me know by email to
Katenewton55@gmail.com or phone - 0115 8598340. Please let me know if you
intend to come as I need to let Claire know how many people to expect.
Kate Newton

17 March 2014
Karen agreed to be our Publicity Officer.
On financial matters, the committee noted that there was still some New Horizon
compost left, though it had sold well and it had been worthwhile ordering more this
year. The mini potato day had not done especially well, taking only about £30, but it
had not been difficult to arrange as it had been a work party date anyway. Ros
reported that the tree on the allotment had been trimmed at a cost of £100. Irena
reported that 84 members had joined and Kate would send a reminder out to
encourage any late payers. The committee discussed our bank account with the Coop in the light of its financial and governance problems, but agreed to leave our
account there.
In preparation for the meeting with Charles Dowding, Ros agreed to check on his IT
requirements and agree other arrangements with him as she would be attending one
of his courses. Barrie and Karen would put up posters in garden centres to advertise
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the event more widely, Kate would contact other gardening groups and horticultural
societies, and Jo agreed to take posters to the Friends’ Meeting House. We decided
to sell tea and cake after the talk.
In discussing the programme for spring and summer, we decided to see if
Sherwood United Reformed Church was available for the Plant Swap, and if not
stick with Hotel Deux; Sherwood Methodist Church would be a third option if
necessary. We agreed to contact Lewis Winter to arrange a date for a visit, and
perhaps combine it with a walk in the Darley Dale area. The summer barbecue on
the NOGs plot was arranged for Saturday 5 July. It was agreed to ask members at a
meeting for feedback on events and speakers they would like us to arrange.
Richard and Karen agreed to sort out some potato varieties and organize a
competition for committee members and allotment gardeners for growing
potatoes in containers, as a bit of fun, but also to compare different varieties and
growing methods. It was agreed that remaining seed potatoes would be donated to
St Anns Allotments.
Karen reported on a visit to Restaurant Sat Bains where she had heard about a
project to compost food waste, set up a garden to provide vegetables for his
restaurant. He is apparently also interested in produce from local community
gardens, and as the menu is devised each day according to what is available, he
can cope with quite small amounts of produce. We will hear more about this project
as it develops.

30 April 2014
Irena reported that we had taken £675 in membership fees, and had virtually sold
all the compost.
Ros reported that our generator had been stolen in the recent serious break-in at
Whitemoor. The allotment team had thought about whether we needed to replace it,
but had decided that it would be useful for running lights at evening events and
recharging batteries for power tools. We would be able to contribute c. £250 more
from reserves to the sum we can claim from our insurer and buy a better generator.
We could then also lend it to the Whitemoor association if necessary, as they had
also lost equipment in the break-in. Ros and Irena agreed to make the claim and buy
the new generator.
We discussed provision of workshops at the allotment. The committee is very keen
that we offer practical training events, but noted that they had not been well attended
in the past. Karen offered to lead a workshop on composting which we thought
would be a popular and important topic. We decided to try an evening slot instead of
a weekend and will hold the workshop at 7pm on Tues 12 August at the NOGs
allotment.
The committee discussed holding an Open Day at our allotment as one of the
Garden Organic Open Days and decided on Saturday 21 June as a good date to
present the different projects and areas of the demonstration allotment. This is
especially important as the Whitemoor committee are not holding an Open Day after
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the produce competition this year, but a gardenholders’ social instead. Ros agreed
to contact Garden Organic and make arrangements.
Arrangements for the Charles Dowding talk were discussed. About 60 tickets had
been sold in advance with more people requesting them to be saved for them on the
door, and we expect an attendance of about 100. Charles is also visiting Arkwright
Meadows Community Garden and the Hungerhills Allotments in St Anns, as well as
going to meet Ken at Roots. The Friends Meeting House has a screen for his slides.
After Charles’s talk and questions, we will sell teas and there will be books for sale.
We have extended the booking for the small ‘teas’ space and will hold a ‘bring and
share’ meal there for committee members, Charles and his guests. Irena agreed to
take money on the door, Karen would organize an information desk, and Richard
agreed to lead the team in the kitchen.
The Plant Swap this year will be held at Hotel Deux. We will use the space outside
if the weather was suitable, and need to clean up afterwards. Barrie will not be there,
so committee members will need to be on hand to make sure visitors are aware that
they have to wait before diving in and grabbing plants! Kate agreed to bring dust
sheets to protect the tables. Ideas for meetings later in the year and next year were
discussed, including square foot gardening, a film screening, a speaker from Franchi
seeds, and wine making. The committee is still investigating the possibility of
arranging a talk by James Wong for the autumn and there was some discussion
about organising a debate about the current political situation for organics, perhaps
with a high profile speaker.
Finally, on matters political, Irena offered to circulate a Food Democracy Now
petition in support of organic gardeners in the USA where organic standards are
under threat in the face of pressure from business interests. We will pass this
petition on to members as well. The committee also expressed its alarm over the
proposed EU legislation on seed registration which threatens amateur seed
swap networks as well as small producers of unusual and heritage varieties of
seeds. We agreed to send £100 each to the Soil Association and the Garden
Organic campaign. These monies will feed into the same Save our Seeds
campaign, but we want to indicate our support to both the groups we are affiliated to.
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Contacts, Communications and NOGs online
We have an email contacts list which we use to remind members of NOGs events.
We're also online if you'd like to see what we're doing and how we're spreading the
word about gardening organically: http://www.nottinghamorganicgardeners.com
We’re also on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/NottinghamOrganicGardeners
We've been linking online with other Groups like Ecoworks, Arkright Meadows and
Stonebridge City farms. We share photos and tell each other about up coming
events. Nottingham in Bloom have also been very supportive of our Facebook page
and have liked our photos and gardening tips!
Meetup.com
http://www.meetup.com/Nottingham-Organic-Gardeners/
Meetup has been great to reach out to local people and get them involved with
NOGs. Meetup is less intrusive than Facebook and helps groups of people (like
NOGs) with shared interests plan meetings and form offline clubs in local
communities around the world. Our calendar is published online there and any other
local events are also published, you can choose to RSVP and see who else might be
going along. After the event, people can then put up any photos that were taken to
share with the group. We have lots of members on Meetup and it's great to see
some new faces at the meetings!
And finally, rest assured that while we are keen to
spread the word about organic gardening widely, we
are also committed to older forms of communication
and do not want to lose touch with those of you who
do not engage with social networking sites. We will
continue to print the Newsletter, and you are
welcome to phone for information – there are
numbers for committee members on the back page.
Or come along to a meeting and talk to us!
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Meetings, Visits and Events – Spring/Summer 2014
Meetings are held at Hotel Deux, Clumber Ave, 7.30pm, unless alternative venue listed

Tues 13 May
Tues 10 June
Sat 5 July
Tues 12 Aug
Sat 16 Aug
Tues 9 Sept

Plant and seed swap
Visit to Weleda Biodynamic Gardens at Ilkeston
BBQ at NOGs allotment
How to make compost
Practical session at allotment
Vegetable competition at Whitemoor
All about Potatoes – 2014 pests, diseases, varieties

Events and visits
Sun 11 May

Coach trip to Malvern Spring Show

NOGs Allotment Work Parties, 10am-2pm
Plot no. 6, Whitemoor (entrance on Wilkinson St)
Mon 19 May
Sat 24 May
Mon 2 June
Sat 7 June
Mon 16 June

Sat 21 June
Mon 30 June
Sat 5 July
Mon 14 July
Sat 19 July

Mon 28 July
Sat 2 Aug
Mon 11 Aug
Sat 16 Aug
Mon 25 Aug

Sat 30 Aug
Mon 8 Sept
Sat 13 Sept
Mon 22 Sept
Sat 27 Sept

You don’t have to come along for the whole session – you are most welcome for
whatever time you can spare. NB – Garden Organic Open Day on 21 June and the
Whitemoor produce competition is 16 August.
Next Newsletter
Please pass all your letters, articles, questions and so on to me by (or before!) 30
September for inclusion in the autumn newsletter. Handwritten or word-processed is
fine. Give me a call if you need my address. Many thanks.
Rachel Palfreyman
rachel.palfreyman@nottingham.ac.uk
Committee Members
Jo Birchmore
Bethan McIlroy
Kate Newton (Secretary)
Peter Newton
Rachel Palfreyman
Irena Paxton (Treasurer)
Ros Pither
Mike Poyzer
Richard Stockwell
Barrie Ward (Chair)

jobirchmore@yahoo.co.uk
bethan@zhang.me.uk
8598340
8598340
9621016
irenapaxton@hotmail.co.uk
07745 216543
9663884
richard.stockwell@which.net
9602324

New website address: http://www.nottinghamorganicgardeners.com
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