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www.thebeatisgogo.com
MORE RESOURCES AVAILABLE ONLINE AT



8:30 - 9:00    Registration

9:00 - 9:15    Welcome
DC Commission on the Arts
DC Public Schools
Prince George’s County Public Schools
Nekos Brown for Chuck Brown’s family

9:00 - 10:00    What is Go Go?
Film: The Belly of the Drum
Dialogue
Presentation on the Soul Searchers and early history 
of go-go

10:00 - 10:45  Go-Go Gallery Walk 
Issues and themes in go-go.

10:45 - 11:00   Questions 
Question Focus Technique to generate questions for 
special guests.

11:00 - 11:45   Special Guests with Q&A 
Introduction and Q&A

11:45 - 12:30   Dialogue and Dine 
Lunch with special guests and book signing.

12:30 - 2:30     Workshops 
Music teachers rotate to three 30 min. workshops with 
musicians. 
Social studies and other subjects in one workshop 
with special guest presenters and interactive lesson.

2:30 - 2:40       Gallery Walk of Teaching Ideas 
Read and comment on teaching ideas by peers.

2:40 - 2:50       Website 
Presentation of http://thebeatisgogo.com/

2:50 - 3:00       Evaluation 
Complete evaluation. Submit for PLUs.

3:00 - 3:30       Band 
A go-go at the DC Commission on the Arts

Facilitation by John “JB” Buchanan, Marya McQuirter, 
Deborah Menkart, and Charles Stephenson.

  

SEMINAR SCHEDULE



PRESENTERS

(1)

Chris “Geronimo” Allen 
Chris Allen, a native Washingtonian, has been a professional musician 
IRU�RYHU����\HDUV��+LV�¿UVW�PXVLF�WHDFKHU��0U��5RQDOG�+DUERU��LJQLWHG�
KLV�LQLWLDO�ORYH�IRU�PXVLF��&KULV¶�PXVLFDO�HGXFDWLRQ�VWDUWHG�LQ�HOHPHQWDU\�
VFKRRO�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�DW�8'&��+H�KDV�FROODERUDWHG�ZLWK�D�UDQJH�RI�PXVL-
FLDQV��LQFOXGLQJ�0DVV�([WLQFWLRQ��5HGGV�	�7KH�%R\V��7URXEOH�)XQN��6RXO�
3DWURO��%H¶OD�'RQD��&KXFN�%URZQ��1DMHH��(DUWK��:LQG�	�)LUH��:D\PDQ�
7LVGDOH��*RRGLH�0RE��'-�.HPLW��%RQH�&UXVKHU��7KH�&KURQLFOH��2XWNDVW��
'RQQLH��/LO�%HQQ\��-DV�)XQN��6XJDU�%HDU��*R�*R�0LFNH\�.56�2QH�DQG�
5DSKDHO�6DGGLT��&XUUHQWO\��KH�JLYHV�GUXP�OHVVRQV��FR�PDQDJHV�%H¶OD�
'RQD�DQG�VFRUHV�PXVLF�IRU�¿OP�

John “JB” Buchanan
-%�LV�D�SURGXFW�RI�WKH�'&�3XEOLF�6FKRROV�,QVWUXPHQWDO�0XVLF�3URJUDP��
%\�WKH��WK�JUDGH���KH�FRXOG�UHDG�PXVLF��SOD\�WKH�ÀXWH�DQG�WURPERQH��DQG�
KDG�OHDUQHG�WR�SOD\�MD]]��+H�SHUIRUPHG�ZLWK�WKH�'&�<RXWK�2UFKHVWUD�3UR-
JUDP��¿UVW�RQ�)UHQFK�KRUQ�DQG�WKHQ�RQ�WURPERQH��/DWHU��KH�VWXGLHG�FRP-
SRVLWLRQ�LQ�FROOHJH�DQG�OHG�KLV�RZQ�VRXO�EDQG��³7KH�0DJQL¿FHQW�6HYHQ�´�
WKH�FURVVRYHU�JURXS��³0HOWLQJ�3RW�´�DQG�MD]]�FRPER��³&RDWLV�0XQGL´�DW�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1RWUH�'DPH��+H�¿UVW�KHDUG�WKH�6RXO�6HDUFKHUV�DW�%\UQH�
0DQRU�LQ������DQG�VDW�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�EDQG�DIWHU�UHKHDUVDO�LQ�+RUDFH�%URFN¶V�
EDVHPHQW��+H�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�MRLQ�WKH�EDQG�SOD\LQJ�WURPERQH�DIWHU�KH�
JUDGXDWHG�IURP�FROOHJH�LQ�������+H�JUDGXDOO\�DGGHG�WKH�NH\ERDUGV�WR�
KLV�UHSHUWRLUH�DQG�SOD\HG�HOHFWULF�SLDQR�DQG�V\QWKHVL]HU��+H�ZURWH�RU�
FR�ZURWH�PRVW�RI�WKH�VRQJV�RQ�WKHLU�¿UVW�WKUHH�DOEXPV��³:H�WKH�3HRSOH´�
��������³6DOW�RI�WKH�(DUWK´��������DQG�³%XVWLQ¶�/RRVH´���������

Kenneth Carroll
.HQQHWK�&DUUROO��D�QDWLYH�:DVKLQJWRQLDQ��LV�D�ZULWHU��HGXFDWRU��DQG�\RXWK�
GHYHORSPHQW�SURIHVVLRQDO���+H�ZDV�D�IHDWXUHG�ZULWHU�LQ�WKH�Washington 
Post Magazine�DUWLFOH�WKDW�FKURQLFOHG�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�
IURP������WR��������+H�LV�D�IUHHODQFH�PXVLF�UHYLHZHU��DPRQJ�KLV�FUHGLWV�
are ONE Magazine, The Source, Black Arts Bulletin, Seeingblack.com, 
DQG�WKH�Washington Post���+H�WDXJKW�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�PHGLD�DW�'XNH�(O-
OLQJWRQ�6FKRRO�RI�WKH�$UWV�DQG�LV�SDVW�GLUHFWRU�RI�'&�:ULWHUV&RUSV��,QF��
+LV�FKLOGUHQ�DWWHQG�'&�3XEOLF�6FKRROV�DQG�KLV�ZLIH�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�%ODFN�
:RPHQ¶V�3OD\ZULJKWV��
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Stanley Cooper
Stanley Cooper started playing guitar at age 13, inspired by the sounds of 
-LPL�+HQGUL[��(UQLH�,VOH\��DQG�*HRUJH�%HQVRQ��+H�MRLQHG�KLV�¿UVW�JR�JR�
band, Prophecy Band & Show in the early 1980s. Deeply immersed in 
DOO�WKLQJV�JR�JR�GXULQJ�KLV�WHQXUH�ZLWK�3URSKHF\��KLV�JXLWDU�LQÀXHQFHV�
included Andre “Whiteboy” Johnson (Rare Essence) and Chuck Brown. 
As his technical facility grew, he began to perform with R&B, Funk, 
DQG�6PRRWK�-D]]�EDQGV��EULQJLQJ�LQÀXHQFHV�IURP�WKRVH�JHQUHV�EDFN�WR�
JR�JR��+LV�QH[W�JR�JR�HQGHDYRU�ZDV�ZLWK�&-¶V�8SWRZQ�&UHZ��&-��IRUPHU�
VD[RSKRQLVW�ZLWK�(8��5HGGV�	�WKH�%R\V��DQG�/LWWOH�%HQQ\�	�WKH�0DV�
WHUV��IRVWHUHG�DQG�HQFRXUDJHG�KLV�GHYHORSPHQW�DV�D�FRPSOHWH�PXVLFLDQ�
�VRQJZULWLQJ��EDFNJURXQG�DQG�OHDG�YRFDOV��DQG�NH\ERDUGV�JXLWDU�V\QWKH�
VL]HU���+LV�PRWWR�ZDV�³'RQ¶W�FDOO�WKH�KDOO��,�GR�LW�DOO�´�7RGD\�KH�KDV�KLV�
RZQ�JURXS�����'HJUHHV�:HVW��ZKLFK�IXVHV�DOO�PXVLFDO�VW\OHV�ZLWK�D�JR�JR�
ÀDYRU��+H�PDGH�D�SURPLVH�WR�KLPVHOI�ORQJ�DJR�WKDW�QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�IDU�KH�
ZHQW�DV�D�PXVLFLDQ��KH�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�KDYH�D�SODFH�IRU�JR�JR��

Melvin Deal
0HOYLQ�'HDO�KDV�EHHQ�LQVWUXFWLQJ�$IULFDQ�GDQFH�DQG�GUXPPLQJ�LQ�
:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�IRU�RYHU����\HDUV��+H�LV�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�$IULFDQ�+HULW�
age Dancers and Drummers. His commitment to uplifting the Ward 7 & 
8 communities is outstanding. African Heritage Dancers and Drummers 
JLYHV�PDQ\�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�OHDUQ�FXOWXUH��KHULWDJH��DQG�
discipline while being exposed to new and exciting things and has earned 
a renowned reputation for excellence, locally, nationally and internation�
DOO\��'HDO�LV�D�QDWLYH�:DVKLQJWRQLDQ��ZKR�EHJDQ�KLV�GDQFH�FDUHHU�DW�WKH�
1RUWKHDVW�$FDGHP\�RI�'DQFH�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�LQ�������5HFHLYLQJ�D�
%DFKHORU¶V�'HJUHH�LQ������IURP�+RZDUG�8QLYHUVLW\��0U��'HDO�GHYRWHG�
KLV�WLPH�DQG�WDOHQWV�WR�WKH�SRVLWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�\RXWK�LQ�WKH�FRPPX�
nity. He founded the African Heritage Center in 1973. 

Gregory “Sugar Bear” Elliott
6XJDU�%HDU�LV�D�IRXQGLQJ�PHPEHU�RI�DQG�IURQW�PDQ�IRU�(8��([SHULHQFH�
8QOLPLWHG���RQH�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�:DVKLQJWRQ�'&�JR�JR�EDQGV��+H�DQG�KLV�
IHOORZ�EDQG�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�DOO�VWXGHQWV�DW�%DOORX�+LJK�6FKRRO��7KH�EDQG�
chose the name Experience... (continued on page 3)
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(Gregory “Sugar Bear” Elliot continued)
due to their respect for the Jimi Hendrix Experience and Unlimited 
because they did not want to limit the range of their music. Their early 
regional hits included “EU Freeze,” “Rock Your Butt,” and “Knock 
‘Em Out Sugar Ray.” Although they are best known for their Grammy-
nominated, massive worldwide hit Da-Butt from Spike Lee’s “School 
Daze” soundtrack, EU has also scored hits with Salt & Papa (Shake Your 
Thang), with rap innovator Kurtis Blow (Party Time), and on their own 
with “Buck Wild” and “Taste of Your Love.”  Sugar Bear has appeared 
in a local TV commercial for an insurance company, and teaches special 
education at TC Williams.

David ‘32’ Ellis
David Ellis’ role in go-go has been the hype man/rapper for several popu-
lar go-go groups. As the “hype man,” he was responsible for putting the 
A1 sauce on the steak: He brought excitement to the go-go performance. 
He started his career 28 years ago as an original member of the Junkyard 
Band. He recorded vocals on popular Junkyard tunes such as “The Word” 
and “Sardines.” Working with Def Jam Records, he was able to perform 
at the world-renowned Apollo Theater and the Capital Center many 
times. He has performed on shows with Run DMC, the Beastie Boys, 
Salt-n-Pepa and Heavy D. After leaving the Junkyard Band, he became 
an original member of the Northeast Groovers and played in the Wash-
ington metropolitan area for many years.  He also played with Rare Es-
sence for 10 years and, in 2010, he left the band to join DA’ Mixx Band.

Thomas Sayers Ellis 
7KRPDV�ZDV�ERUQ�DQG�UDLVHG�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��+LV�¿UVW��IXOO�FROOHF-
tion, The Maverick Room, was published by Graywolf Press in 2005, for 
which he received a Mrs. Giles Whiting Writers’ Award and the 2006 
John C. Zacharis First Book Award. He co-founded The Dark Room 
Collective in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in 1988, and earned an MFA 
from Brown University in 1995.  He is an assistant professor of creative 
writing at Sarah Lawrence College and a faculty member of The Lesley 
University low-residency MFA Program in Cambridge, Mass. In 2011, he 
FXUDWHG�WKH�¿UVW�SKRWRJUDSKLF�H[KLELW�RI�JR�JR�PXVLF�WLWOHG��³�8Q�/RFN�,W��
the Percussive People in the Go-Go Pocket.” 
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Donnell “D-Floyd” Floyd 
Donnell Floyd fell in love with the saxophone as a 10th grader at Duke 
Ellington School of the Arts. That is also when he joined the infamous 
Rare Essence (RE) where he recorded songs with such greats as Doug 
E. Fresh, Heavy D and Redman. Floyd is famously known for such 
classics as “Work the Walls”, “Lock It” and “Overnight Scenario”.  In 
2001 he began a decade with Familiar Faces (formerly 911), perform-
ing with national recording artists greats, such as Montell Jordan, Tony 
Terry, Fantasia, Marsha Ambrosius, and R. Kelly.  With over two decades 
of experience under his belt, he grabbed the attention of the legendary 
“Godfather of Go-Go,” Chuck Brown, and was invited to join the stage 
with his band, becoming a marquee performer at venues nationally and 
internationally.  

Natalie Hopkinson
Natalie Hopkinson is the author of Go-Go Live: The Musical Life & 
Death of a Chocolate City, published last year on Duke University Press. 
6KH�¿UVW�FDPH�WR�:DVKLQJWRQ�WR�DWWHQG�+RZDUG�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�VKH�
earned a degree in political science in 1998. She worked for many years 
DV�D�ZULWHU��HGLWRU�DQG�FXOWXUH�FULWLF��¿UVW�IRU�WKH�Washington Post and 
then on the team of editors that launched the web magazine The Root. 
Go-go music was the subject of her 2007 doctoral thesis at the University 
of Maryland-College Park, which combined research methods in jour-
nalism, public communication, American studies and ethnomusicology.  
She has written about education and culture for the New York Times, The 
Atlantic website, Essence magazine and is currently a fellow of the Inter-
activity Foundation and leading its Future of the Arts & Society project.
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William “Ju Ju” House
JuJu House is a multigenerational musician; you could say it’s in his 
blood—from his grandfather, his father and he’s passed it on to his 
VRQ��+H�¿UVW�SLFNHG�XS�GUXPVWLFNV�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�VL[�\HDUV�ROG�LQ�RUGHU�
to play drums at his dad’s church, and he’s been playing ever since. He 
¿UVW�SOD\HG�ZLWK�WKH�3HDFHPDNHUV��RQH�RI�WKH�HDUO\�JR�JR�JURXSV�WKDW�
not many people remember. He practiced and played so intently that he 
GHYHORSHG�KLV�RZQ�XQLTXH�VW\OH��$V�D�UHVXOW��KH�KDG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
SHUIRUP�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�ZLWK�JR�JR�EDQGV��DV�ZHOO�DV�&KDND�.KDQ��'DYLG�
Sanborn, George Benson and many others. Through the years, he has 
ORYHG�JR�JR���+H�DGPLWV�WR�EHLQJ�D�SXULVW��KH�OLNHV�WKH�ROG�JR�JR�VRXQG�
DQG�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�VHH�LW�UHVXUJH�

Kip Lornell
'U��.LS�/RUQHOO��FR�DXWKRU�RI�The Beat! Go-Go Music from Washington 
D.C. �8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LVVLVVLSSL�3UHVV��������KDV�D�3K�'��LQ�(WKQRPXVL�
FRORJ\��$PHULFDQ�0XVLF��IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0HPSKLV��DQG�DQ�0�$��
LQ�)RONORUH��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��&KDSHO�+LOO��/RUQHOO�GHGLFDWHV�
DERXW�RQH�WKLUG�RI�KLV�*:8�FRXUVH�³0XVLFDO�&XOWXUHV�RI�%ODFN�$PHUL�
FDQV´�WR�WKH�PXVLF�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&���

Maurice Shorter (aka Moe Shorter)
$�QDWLYH�:DVKLQJWRQLDQ��0DXULFH�6KRUWHU�LV�WKH�JR�WR�JX\�IRU�DOO�WKLQJV�
JR�JR��6KRUWHU�LV�FKDLUPDQ�RI�WKH�*R*R�&RDOLWLRQ�DQG�VHUYHV�RQ�WKH�
ERDUG�RI�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ�$UHD�0XVLF�$VVRFLDWLRQ��:$0$���,W�ZDV�DV�D�
VWXGHQW�DW�+RZDUG�8QLYHUVLW\�WKDW�KLV�ORQJ�DQG�IUXLWIXO�JR�JR�FDUHHU�WRRN�
RII��$IWHU�JHWWLQJ�-XQN\DUG�%DQG�WR�SHUIRUP�RQ�FDPSXV��KH�ZRXOG�ODWHU�
EHFRPH�WKHLU�PDQDJHU��+H�DOVR�PDQDJHG�/LWWOH�%HQQ\��(8�DQG�2�3��7ULEH��
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�PDQDJLQJ�EDQGV��KH�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�HQWUHSUH�
QHXU��KH�GHYHORSHG�6WUHHW�5HFRUGV��D�UHFRUG�ODEHO���0RH�6KRZ��DQ�HYHQW�
SURGXFWLRQ�FRPSDQ\��DQG�RZQHG�D�VXFFHVVIXO�UHWDLO�VWRUH�LQ�6RXWKHDVW�
WKDW�RQO\�FDWHUHG�WR�JR�JR�PXVLF��0DXULFH�LV�DOVR�D�SXEOLF�VHUYDQW��+H�
VHUYHG�DV�D�FRPPLVVLRQHU�ZLWK�WKH�'&�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�$UWV�DQG�+XPDQL�
WLHV�IRU����\HDUV��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�PD\RUDO�DSSRLQWHH�RQ�QXPHURXV�ERDUGV�DQG�
WDVN�IRUFHV��6KRUWHU�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNV�DV�DQ�$FFRXQWDQW�%XGJHW�$QDO\VW�IRU�
'&�3XEOLF�6FKRROV�
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Charles Stephenson
Charles Stephenson, co-author of The Beat! Go-Go Music from Washing-
ton D.C.��LV�D�FXOWXUDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLVW��)RU�RYHU�WZHQW\�¿YH�\HDUV��
KH�KDV�EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�JR�JR�PXVLF�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��
'�&���$V�WKH�PDQDJHU�RI�(8�KH�ZLWQHVVHG�WKH�DVFHQW�RI�JR�JR�PXVLF��$V�
D�SURGXFHU�DQG�PDQDJHU��KH�LQWHUDFWHG�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�SRSXODU�JR�JR�DFWV�LQ�
:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�&KXFN�%URZQ�DQG�WKH�6RXO�6HDUFK-
HUV��5DUH�(VVHQFH�DQG�WKH�-XQN\DUG�%DQG���+H�HPHUJHG�DV�D�UHVSHFWHG�
DGYRFDWH�DQG�SURPRWHU�RI�JR�JR�PXVLF�LQ�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�YDULRXV�SROLWLFDO�
OHDGHUV�ZHUH�FULWLFDO�RI�WKH�PXVLF�DQG�WKH�³HOHPHQW´�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�
JHQUH���,Q�������KH�FR�IRXQGHG�WKH�0DOFROP�;�'D\�&HOHEUDWLRQ�LQ�:DVK-
LQJWRQ��'�&���ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�QDWLRQDOO\�IRU�EHLQJ�WKH�ORQJ-
HVW�����\HDUV��DQG�ODUJHVW�WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�0DOFROP�;��(O�+DMM�
0DOLN�(O�6KDED]]���WKH�VODLQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�OHDGHU��

Sweet Cherie
6ZHHW�&KHULH�EHJDQ�SOD\LQJ�SLDQR�DW�WKH�DJH�RI�¿YH��FODVVLFDOO\�WUDLQHG�
E\�WKH�ODWH�0DPLH�5RQFD��6KH�DWWHQGHG�WKH�'XNH�(OOLQJWRQ�6FKRRO�RI�WKH�
$UWV�XQGHU�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�VD[RSKRQLVW�'DYH\�<DUERURXJK��$W�(OOLQJWRQ��
VKH�FRPSHWHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�SLDQR�DQG�YLROLQ�FRPSHWLWLRQV��8SRQ�JUDGXDWLRQ��
VKH�ZDV�FURZQHG�0LVV�'�&��1DWLRQDO�7HHQDJHU��VSRQVRUHG�E\�:\QWRQ�
0DUVDOLV��DQG�UHFHLYHG�D�WZR�\HDU�VFKRODUVKLS�WR�2NODKRPD�&LW\�8QLYHU-
VLW\��6KH�DOVR�DWWHQGHG�9LUJLQLD�&RPPRQZHDOWK�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�JUDGX-
DWHG�FXP�ODXGH�DW�+RZDUG�8QLYHUVLW\��UHFHLYLQJ�D�%$�LQ�-D]]�6WXGLHV��
XQGHU�WKH�WXWHODJH�RI�%RE�+DOOLKDQ�DQG�*HUL�$OOHQ��6KH�LV�WKH�EDQGOHDGHU�
RI�%H¶OD�'RQD��DQ�DOO�IHPDOH�EDQG�WKDW�SOD\V�D�QHZ�JR�JR�VRXQG�FDOOHG�
³VHQVXDO�FUDQN�´�6KH�KDV�SHUIRUPHG�ZLWK�&KXFN�%URZQ��(8��5DKHHP�
'HYDXJKQ��6LU�(OWRQ�-RKQ��(U\NDK�%DGX�DQG�PDQ\�PRUH��6KH�KDV�ZRQ�
WZR�:DVKLQJWRQ�$UHD�0XVLF�$ZDUGV��:$0$���ZLWK�%H¶OD�'RQD�DQG�
WKUHH�IRU�EHVW�LQVWUXPHQWDOLVW� 



www.thebeatisgogo.com
MORE RESOURCES AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

In the spring of 2013 we will post classroom lessons 
(including the ones used today) and teacher interviews 

on the thebeatisgogo.com website. 

Please use the contact form on the website if you have 
a lesson to share or are willing to be interviewed about 

how and/or why you teach go-go. 

We also list the people who have contributed to this 
effort on the website and welcome additional tax 

deductible donations so that we can offer more teacher 
seminars and resources on go-go.


