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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Our Heritage
(Adapted from sermon on February 3, 2013)
By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
On February 8, 2013, we celebrated the 128th
anniversary of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church.
Faithful people have been a part of the body of
Christ through this congregation for 128 years.
We – all of us - are inheritors of this great
heritage. Yet in light of the debate during the
congregational meeting in January, and in light of
the difficult decisions we have had to make in the
recent weeks, the very nature of the HERITAGE
of this congregation has been questioned. Some
have argued that the congregation’s heritage is
Japanese, and therefore, Japanese language
worship should be offered always. Others have
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argued that the congregation’s heritage can only
live on if we nurture youth and children in the
church. Although these arguments do not
necessarily oppose each other, the heat and
emotion of the debate have exposed for us our
own deep fears as we try to discern where God is
leading us as a congregation.
• Fears that the congregation is not what it
used to be
• Fears that the membership is getting older
• Fears that we just don’t have enough
resources to do all the things we want to
do
• Fears that we don’t know what the future
looks like for us.
Yet, if we take a hard and honest look at our
heritage, we will discover that we can move
beyond our fears to praise because God who has
been faithful 128 years is faithful still. When we
take a hard and honest look at our heritage, it is a
heritage of bringing good news to the poor and
proclaiming liberty to those who are oppressed.
Because when we
take a hard and honest
look at our heritage, we
see a woman like Yeiko
So who founded a home
for abused picture
brides and started a
home for neglected
children. She was a
relentless champion for justice and compassion.
She is our heritage. (Continued. on p. 2)
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Our heritage is the
legacy of immigrants
who came seeking a
better life not only for
themselves but for
their children and
their children for
generations to come.
Our roots are in the sacrificial and courageous
acts of our forefathers and foremothers who built
this church.

state and
around the
world,
carrying with
them the
message of
Jesus Christ
that formed
them through those choirs.
And we have
inherited from our
foremothers and
forefathers the deep
sense of caring for
the elderly so that
their lives might
reflect the
graciousness of God ALL of their lives.

At times, our
forefathers and
foremothers risked all
they had to follow
where God was leading
them, even to 2651 Pali
Highway where an
unknown future waited
for them.

This is our heritage.
Our Watanabe
stained glass windows
remind us that our faith
is always expressed in
new ways, so that our
faith might come alive
for our time and speak
to our world.

We look back at our heritage not to be
nostalgic about our past. We look back at our
heritage to remind us of who we are and whose
we are. We look back at our heritage to help us
venture into the future boldly – to where God is
leading us.
Our heritage is the immigrant spirit of sacrifice;
Our heritage is to care deeply and honor the
elderly among us;
Our heritage is nurturing the next generations;
Our heritage is marveling at God’s faithfulness to
us as we continue our ministry:
• to bring good news to the poor.
• to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
• to let the oppressed go free,
• to proclaim Jubilee for all people.
That is our heritage – a heritage that is alive and
well! As we continue in our mission and
ministry, may the heritage of this congregation
and the heritage we hold as God’s children guide
us.

The legacy we have
inherited is that even when
it was not popular to have
women pastors, our
congregation had THREE
women pastors at the same
time because there is no
discrimination when it
comes to serving God.
An important legacy of our congregation is
that hundreds of keiki who participated in various
choir programs are now adults, living across the
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Notes from the Moderator
By Becky Kanenaka, Moderator
I attended the Psalms Writing class which was held at Nu‘uanu Congregation Church on Tuesdays,
February 19 through March 19, 2013. I encourage you to attend the next Bible Study session which will
start on Tuesdays, April 9 through May 14, 2013.
I found the class to be helpful in focusing my conversation with God. I would like to share one of
my acrostic psalms that I wrote. An acrostic psalm is a poem or other form of writing in which the first
letter, syllable or word of each line, paragraph or other recurring feature in the text spells out a word or a
message. Below is my alphabet acrostic psalm.

All mighty God
Be with me now.
Calm my anxious spirit.
Dampen my fears of uncertainty.
Encourage me to continue to listen to you.
Fill me with your spirit.
Grant me your calm heart.
Help me to feel your spirit.
Ignite in me a compassionate heart.
Jostle the cobwebs,
Kindle the fire that you have started.
Let each day be a new day.
Make me, mold me
not as the world wishes, but as you wish.
Open my eyes, my mind, my heart, my soul.
Prepare me.
Question me.
Refresh me.
Sustain me.
Take me O God to a deeper
understanding of your
view and your
wisdom.
Excite in me
your
easy spirit!
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traditional religions; 5/7 Islam; 5/14 Mormonism
& Christian views of other faiths.

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

Youth Spring Mission Camp
Our energetic middle school youth spent part
of their Spring break camping in Hau‘ula, March
23-26. They worked at Mohala Farms, helped
Hui Malama do some painting around the church
grounds, and worked at “Pacific Gateway
Center,” an organization that leases the Hau‘ula
Camp from HCUCC Foundation. This
organization helps immigrants, refugees and lowincome residents of Hawai‘i gain access to
opportunities and services through the building
of skills that lead to self-sufficiency with
respecting the integrity of diverse heritages. The
youth also attended the Castle High School
production, “How to Succeed in Business
Without Really Trying,” where Rachel Wong,
daughter of Ricky and Donnie Ann Wong, had
the female lead role! They were chaperoned by
Pastor Mary, Lori Yamashiro (Youth Advisor),
Dwight Morita (photographer), and Carol
Hamada (cook).

Staff on Leave
Sandra Hirano, our bookkeeper, is on
vacation April 1 to 12. She will be back at work
on Monday, April 15.
Pastor Mary is on study leave from April 15
to 21, attending the annual conference of Korean
American Presbyterian Clergywomen. Then, she
will be on vacation, returning on April 29.
Please contact Lori Yamashiro at 292-5249 in
case of pastoral emergency. She will put you in
touch with the Rev. Howard Yoshida, our on-call
pastor.

Study on World Religions
Join us each Tuesday for a light supper and a
study as Pastor Mike Grogan returns to lead us
through a study of major world religions in
Hawai‘i. We begin each week at 5:30 p.m. with
a light supper, then spend about an hour in study
at 6 p.m. Pastor Mike will lead us for a six week
study covering the basic histories, beliefs, and
practices of some of the major religions of the
world, and how Christians might better relate to
them.

NCC Scholarship Applications
By George Honjiyo, Scholarship Committee
chair
Applications for the NCC Scholarship are
now available at the church office or on the NCC
web site at www.nuuanu.org. The NCC
Scholarships are available to members, and
children and relatives of members who are
pursuing a degree at an accredited college or
university. The exception to the policy is that the
scholarship is available to seminarians of the
United Church of Christ. Please note that the
application deadline is April 30, 2013 (including
all references and official transcripts).

This study begins Tuesday, April 9 in the
choir room. Everyone is welcome to come to
any, or all of the following sessions:
4/9 Introduction to Religion & Judaism; 4/16
Hinduism; 4/23 Buddhism; 4/30 Chinese
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Meet Our Newest Members

also tunes pianos, and we thank him for tuning
all of the pianos at church several times during
the year.

On March 31, Easter Sunday, four new
members were officially received into the NCC
family. Lance Goya and Russell Ishida were
received by baptism, and Ingrid Schwab and
Charles Tronoff were received by transfer.

Ingrid Schwab and Charles Tronoff moved
to Hawai‘i a little over a year ago from
California. They have transferred their church
membership from Hope Lutheran Church in
South Lake Tahoe, CA. Ingrid and Charlie are
married, and they have 2 dogs and 1 cat. Ingrid
is a Speech-Language Pathologist and is looking
forward to getting involved with Family Promise.
Charlie is a truck driver, and he enjoys music,
running, and photography. We are looking
forward to Charlie singing in the Chancel Choir!

Lance Goya is a graduate of Farrington High
School. He is a self-employed auto mechanic
and has already helped lots of folks at NCC with
car trouble! Lance enjoys going to musicals and
concerts, i.e. “Wicked” and Journey.
Russell Ishida is no stranger to NCC. He
has directed the Chancel Choir for over 20 years!
Russell plays the trumpet with the Royal
Hawaiian Band and is married to Susan (nee
Kuraya) who also plays the clarinet in the Royal
Hawaiian Band. In his spare time, Russell enjoys
Tai Chi and an occasional game of golf. Russell

Please welcome these folks into our ‘ohana!
We look forward to getting to know each one of
you better!

From left to right: Lance Goya, Charles Tronoﬀ, Ingrid Schwab, and Russell Ishida.
Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.
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Guest Preachers

Recycle T-Shirts ‘n Hangers
By Velma Akinaka, ‘Ulu Wai Ministry

The guest preacher for April 7 is the Rev.
Ron Lee, Stated Supply Pastor for Immanuel
Presbyterian Church in China Grove, NC. Ron
was born and raised in Honolulu, Hawai‘i and
spent most of his work life as a performing
musician. He sings and plays multiple
instruments and played the drums with the Don
Ho show in the 1990’s. Let us extend our warm
aloha to Pastor Ron.

The ‘Ulu Wai Ministry invites you to clean
out two unwanted items to recycle for the Earth
Day Project on April 23rd. Wanted are any kinʻ
t-shirts ... from recently washed old ʻn worn to
brand new t-shirts (all sizes welcomed - Baby –
XXXL) and plain metal hangers. If you have any
of these items to recycle, please put them in the
ʻUlu Wai Recycling box on the Lanai on Sundays
before the service or in the ʻUlu Wai Recycling
bag in the office by April 19th. Mahalo!

The guest preacher for April 14 and 21 is the
Rev. John Oda, Pastor of Lake Park United
Methodist Church in Oakland, CA. Pastor John
is a graduate of San Francisco Theological
Seminary, the alma mater of both Pastor Mary
and Dwight. Pastor John has a plethora of
experience in getting congregations involved in
"environmental/green" ministries. He is on
vacation on O‘ahu where his brother lives, and
we are grateful that he will celebrate our "Earth
Day" worship with us on April 21 in Kosasa Hall.

NCC and UCC Judd Golf
Fellowship
Save April 27! Join with
our brothers and sisters of UCC
Judd St. for an afternoon of golf
and fellowship! We have 5 tee
times at Navy Marine Golf Course, so sign up
with Paula Yamamoto to reserve your slot.
Space is limited. Check in is at 11:30 a.m. Cost
is approximately $50/person (depending on your
military/non-military status). Pay your $5
greenie fee when you sign up. A no-host
fellowship gathering will follow at Sam Snead.
Donations of any kind are being accepted. You
may drop it off at the church office.

Red T-Shirts and Gallon Jugs
Needed
By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
Do you have RED T-shirts you no longer
want? In preparation for Pentecost Sunday (May
19), we are collecting old RED T-shirts. If you
have any, please drop them off at the church.

Paper Sunday - April 21

We are interested in conducting a hydroponic
lettuce growing experiment using 1 gallon jugs.
If you have 1 gallon milk/juice jugs, please drop
off clean jugs at the church office for Pastor
Mary. Mahalo.

We will be accepting paper donations on
April 21 to replenish the church’s supply. The
following items are needed: plates (dinner,
lunch, snack), cups (hot, cold),
napkins, forks, multi-purpose
copy paper, and toilet paper.
Monetary donations are also
appreciated. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

	

When you pray, remember the following and their
	

 Even though I walk through the darkest
caregivers: Ann Akama (Cliff Lum’s friend), Kimiko
valley, I fear no evil, for you are with me.
Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann Bristow’s daughter), Mike
Psalm 23:4
Chung, Carol Hamada, Mack Hamada, Harris
Hasegawa (Linda Kim’s friend), Edna Ito, Fumiko
Thank you for the light you give us as we
Kamita, Leonetta Kinard (Leolinda Parlin’s mother),
walk through dark valleys. When we pray
Yuriko Konno, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
together and share each other’s burdens and
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s
pains, we are not afraid for you are with us.
son), Leslie Lum (Cliff Lum’s brother), Ethel Nitta
We are thankful for your peaceful and calming
(Jo-Ann Bristow’s mother), Florence Osumi, Rose
presence. Help us to be strong in spirit and
Scharpff, Eiko Soranaka, Terry Stone (The
pray for one another. Amen.
Children’s Center’s Administrative Assistant),
Matthew Stucke, Mayee Wong (Becky Kanenaka’s
friend), and Marie Yoneshige (Sarah Swisher’s
mother).
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Yuriko Konno
Taichi Nomi
Fran Yano
Setsuko Takahashi

Thank Offerings
Fran Yano
Memorial Offerings
Akiye Oishi - IMO Mrs.
Shizuyo Oishi
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 56, No. 4

Sunday of every
month. For the month
of February, we
collected 78 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be April
28, 2013. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Hui Hoaloha April Event
Save the date, Wednesday, April 24 for a guided tour and video at
the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii at 10:00 a.m. We plan to
carpool and get bentos to eat in the courtyard. Admission for members
is free and non-members is $3.00. Parking is free with validation and
purchase at the gift shop, but otherwise, $3.00 for members. April
planning committee: Helen Pierce, Dot Hosoda, Barbara Mau and
Nancy Nakao.

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Apri. 28
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2013 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

Hui Hoaloha May Event
When: Thursday, May 16
9:30 a.m.
What: Award-winning Korean movie (English subtitles)
Mark your calendar - you don’t want to miss this! “The Way
Home” is the story of a seven year old boy from the city and his elderly
grandmother, a deaf-mute who has spent her entire life in a small rural
village - a place without electricity, indoor plumbing or access to the
fast-food restaurants. This movie is “one of the very best movies of the
year.” It is “tender and touching!”
You can enjoy popcorn during the movie and refreshments after the
movie. May planners are Carol Hamada, Itsuko Kaneshiro, Alice and
Howard Ishihara.

8

January - Church Council
February - Missions
March - Open
April - Sew Fun
May - Board of Trustees
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Open
December - Open

NU‘UANU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

ULU WAI MINISTRY

presents

Worms with a Side Order of Greens:

A Presentation on Vermicomposting and Hydroponics
Nuʻuanu Congregational
Churchʻs Ulu Wai
Ministry takes care of
God's creation through
our overflowing love,
caring for the hungry and
needy, for the earth, for
our community, and for
next generations.
We invite you to join
us in April for exciting
and informative
presentations on
hydroponic farming
and on
vermicomposting composting using
worms.

JOIN US!
Our Worm Guru
Ralph Rhoads
from Bellingham,
WA, will share with
us the who, what,
when, where, why
about worm and
vermicomposting.
The worm talk will
include the
benefits of worm
castings for the
soil.

Sunday, April 21 at 7 p.m. and Tuesday, April 23
at 9:30 a.m. at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church 2651 Pali Hwy, Honolulu, HI. For reservations
contact Velma at kimoment2@hawaiiantel.net

Malama ‘Aina... Malama Kanaka
take care of the land and the land takes care of you

Worms with a Side Order of Greens
A Vermicomposting and Hydroponics Talk!
Nuʻuanu Congregational Churchʻs Ulu Wai* Ministry takes care of
God's creation through our overflowing love. We do Godʻs work through
an overflow of love and care for the hungry and needy, for the earth, for
our community, and for the next generation.
Here are two ways to care for the earth and Godʻs creatures:
The first is seeing how we get our “side order of greens”. Church
members Joyce Uyehara and Micki Sasaki will share how our
hydroponic garden works (thanks to our mentors: Hawaii Kai UCC). We
now have a carpet of edible greens every few months to share with
members and our guests from Family Promise.
Another green practice is to recycle garbage and discarded
papers. Ulu Wai invites you to learn how composting worms can take
care of all that waste and reduce your carbon footprint on our Island
home all at the same time.
Worm guru Ralph Rhoads from Bellingham, WA, will be in
Hawaii in April. He is looking forward to speaking to the community
about the “nuts ʻn bolts” of composting worms. Ralph has a wealth of
knowledge to share with you. The worm talk will include why worm
castings are perfect for the soil and shares the benefits worm castings
have for the aina. Information about worm bins for non-profit and school
groups as well as worms will be available.
The “Worms with a Side Order of Greens” talk will be on Sunday
evening, April 21, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, April 23, 2013, at
9:30 a.m. Both sessions will be at Nuʻuanu Congregational Church
(2651 Pali Highway) in Kosasa Hall. Please join us to gobble up some
information on “Worms with a Side Order of Greens”.
Reservations are required. To sign up please email Velma
(kimoment2@hawaiiantel.net ) or call her at 595-3135 after 7 p.m. Give
your name, phone no. and email address.
*Ulu = Grow

l

Wai = Water

Overflowing with God’s love

l

l

ulu wai = overflow

Caring for God’s Creation

9:00 AM Church School
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:30 AM Nichigobu
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Church School
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:30 AM Nichigobu
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Ulu Wai Session

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School
9:30 AM Nichigobu

9:00 AM Church School
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:30 AM Nichigobu
10:30 AM Church School
Teachers' Mtg.
4:00 PM Korea Trip Mtg.

6:00 AM Easter Sunrise
Service
9:00 AM Church School
9:00 AM Worship Service

Sunday

28

21

14

7

31

Monday

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Office Closed

April 2013

29

22

15

8

1

5:30 PM Bible Study World Religions

9:30 AM Ulu Wai Session
5:30 PM Bible Study World Religions

5:30 PM Bible Study World Religions

5:30 PM Bible Study World Religions

Tuesday

30

23

16

9

2

9:00 AM Hui Malama

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:00 PM Council

9:00 AM Hui Malama

Wednesday

1

24

17

10

3

2

25

18

11

4

Apr. 1 - Oﬃce Closed

Planning Ahead.....

Thursday

Friday

3

26

19

12

5

6
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27

20

8:00 AM Board of Trustees
8:00 AM Diaconate Board
9:00 AM Sew Fun

11:30 AM Golf Fellowship
w/UCC Judd

Caller Deadline

13
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture
11:00 AM Pest Control
5:00 PM TMZ (The Ministry
Zone)

8:00 AM Board of Trustees
8:00 AM Diaconate Board
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for April
April 7 (Resurrection Witness): Acts 5:27-32 • Ps 118:14-19 or Ps 150 • Rev 1:4-8 • John
20:19-31
April 14 (The Way Forward): Acts 9:1-6 • Ps 30 • Rev 5:11-14 • John 21:1-19
April 21(Life-giving Acts): Acts 9:36-43 • Ps 23 • Rev 7:9017 • John 10:22-30
April 28 (Imagine): Acts 11:1-18 • Ps 148 • Rev 21:1-6 • John 13:31-35

