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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Season of Thankfulness

NOVEMBER 2012
from their toil? I have seen the business that God
has given to everyone to be busy with. God has
made everything suitable for its time; moreover
God has put a sense of past and future into their
minds, yet they cannot find out what God has
done from the beginning to the end. I know that
there is nothing better for them than to be happy
and enjoy themselves as long as they live;
moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and
drink and take pleasure in all their toil.”
What makes this passage a Thanksgiving
reading is that little phrase that is bolded in the
text. God is the creator of time and has given us
linear time as a way of understanding that our life
moves from our birth toward the goal of
becoming one with God in heaven. Of all the
gifts, this one is perhaps the least talked about
and one of the most important.

By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister for Parish Life
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 is a familiar text. It is
used very frequently at funeral services. The first
eight verses which are the most familiar were
even the basis of a classic 60’s song “Turn,
Turn,Turn” by a group called The Byrds. It starts
out: “....a time to be born, a time to die; a time to
plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;....”
I was talking with a friend of mine, and she
mentioned that this is also a text about
thanksgiving.
That passage of scripture continues on with
verse 9 and says: “What gains have the workers

Linear time is how we receive and retrieve
memories. It is the source of all hope, that things
can change and we are moving toward something
that is in God’s plan for us. This plan is more
fully outlined in the next sentence. There is
nothing better than for us to be happy, enjoy
ourselves, eat, drink and take pleasure in our
work. That was our first commandment from
God – to be fruitful and multiply.
I have said this to introduce three ideas.
First, our memories, even when they make us sad,
are a gift. Second, knowing that we are always
(Continue on p. 2 - Thankfulness)
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Thanksgiving Opportunities at
Nu‘uanu

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

On November 18, Thanksgiving Sunday, we
will build a sukkah in the sanctuary, so that we,
too, might remember God’s faithfulness in our
lives as we respond in gratitude. Please
bring non-perishable goods to place in
the sukkah. The goods will be
donated to the Hawai‘i Foodbank.

Thankfulness - (Cont’d. from p. 1)

We will also be joining the many faith groups
in worship at the annual Nu‘uanu Valley
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Tuesday,
November 20. The “Spirit of Giving” will set
the theme of the 7:00 p.m. service at the Honpa
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin (see enclosed flyer).
Tulsi Gabbard will be the featured speaker.
Note: For safety reasons, please enter the
parking lot from Lusitania Street, instead of Pali
Highway.

in a state of change is also a gift. As
uncomfortable as change may make us, it is
important that we embrace its necessity and its
possibilities. Third, God is always with us, and
for that we can always be thankful.
The gift of time comes to us and is
celebrated during our holiday season. I have
been blessed by the gift of change that brought
me to Hawai‘i and to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church. I do recognize God’s sense of humor
when I think about how God took me, a person
who loves the cold weather, and placed her in a
place that is “warm.” I am grateful for the
opportunity to do ministry with you in the
Nu‘uanu Valley.

You are also invited to make a thank offering,
reflecting your gratitude to God for this past year.
An envelope is enclosed for this purpose. Come,
let us give thanks to God.

Annual Reports Due

We have so many things that make us
thankful. It is exciting to see our Sunday School
growing, and to see the food that grows in our
hydroponic tables. Nu‘uanu has a rich history
and an exciting future. Our methods of reaching
people may change, but that warm, caring spirit
that is alive and well in each of you and within
our church will not change.

By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator
It’s that time of year, again, when the annual
reports are due! Pastors, officers, auxiliary
committee chairs, and anyone else, please turn in
your reports to me by December 14. Your
promptness is greatly appreciated.
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Stewardship Message

Give Aloha Program

By Lori Yamashiro

By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator

One side of the family is Buddhist, the other
Christian.
One side serves Chinese food on Thanksgiving,
the other serves turkey.
One side talks politics and business, the other UH
football.
One side is more reserved, the other not so much.
Both have shared their treasures whether it be to
their alma mater, church or temple.
Both have done volunteer work for various
non-profits.
Both know that they are extremely blessed.
Both offer prayers of thanksgiving and praise.
During this season of thanksgiving, in whatever
setting you may find yourself, may you
be reminded of the many ways God has
blessed you.
And may you take the time to be good stewards
and share your blessings with others.

Thank you to all
(78) who participated in
Foodland’s Give Aloha
Program. Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church
was among the top 100 Give Aloha
organizations. With your generous support of
$13,569.00 in contributions, we received a grant
of $2,304.97 from Foodland and $897.38 from
Western Union (total grant of $3,202.35). We are
so blessed by these two generous organizations!
Please help us reconcile the following
contributions by turning in your receipts:
9/3/12 20:13 Market City $80
9/8/12 06:41 Kaneohe
$249
9/8/12 06:43 Kaneohe
$249
9/19/12 11:52
School St
$249
9/24/12 11:25
Market City $249
9/25/12 15:38 Ala Moana $100
9/27/12 09:14 Market City $249
9/28/12 14:16 Aina Haina $25
10/1/12 11:14
School St.
$100
We would like to make sure your contributions
are properly recorded on your giving statement.
Mahalo for your continued support of the
ministries at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church!

	
  

2013 Stewardship Reminder
By Paul Yamamoto, Finance Committee Chair
Just a gentle reminder.....if you have not
turned in your 2013 pledge card, “Delight in
Giving,” please drop it in the Sunday offering
plate or turn it in to the church office. The
Finance Committee would like a realistic picture
of the church’s finances as they plan the 2013
budget. If you have misplaced your card and
would like another one, please request one from
an usher on Sunday or call the church office.
Your help with this is greatly appreciated.
Mahalo.

Give of Your Best to the Master
“Give of your best to the Master;
Give Him first place in your heart;
Give Him first place in your service,
Consecrate every part.
Give, and to you shall be given;
God His beloved Son gave;
Gratefully seeking to serve Him,
Give Him the best that you have....”
By Howard B. Grose
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Family Photo Stories

Sabbatical Corner - Pastor Mary

By Paul Yamamoto, Sabbatical Committee Chair

on Sabbatical from Sept. 1 to Nov. 30

In the last issue of the Nu‘uanu Caller, the
Sabbatical Committee invited you to find a photo
that holds a significant memory, reflect upon it,
and write 300-500 words (approximately 3/4 to 1
page) about the photo/memory. The photo can be
of a person, a place or anything that is significant
to you. We hope you have found one from the
many photos in your family albums.

We will follow Pastor Mary’s sabbatical
journey with weekly postings.
October 14 - Pastor Mary, Dwight, Mary’s
parents Jay and Jean are in Kyoto today. This
week they continue their tour of Japan, including
a visit to the Peace Memorial Park in Hiroshima.
Pastor Mary took with her some origami tsuru
from Nu’uanu, the ones that we used last year for
the September 11 memorial. She will place the
tsuru at the Peace Memorial Park. Please join
them in prayer for peace.

Be thinking of seven others that you would
like to share your photo story with (maximum 8
per small group). Upon Pastor Mary’s return,
you and the others in your small group will share
your photo stories with her. The sharing of these
stories will then be recorded and made into short
digital stories. If you have your group of eight,
please give Paula Yamamoto the names of your
group members.

October 21 - This week Pastor Mary, Dwight,
Pastor Mary’s parents Jay and Jean are touring
South Korea, circling the peninsula.
October 28 - This week Pastor Mary, Dwight,
Pastor Mary’s parents Jay and Jean will conclude
their time in South Korea by visiting places that
are important to their family history. On Friday,
they will return to Sacramento, CA.

Pastor Mary and Dwight will be returning on
December 2. After compiling all of their stories
and photos, they will be sharing with the
congregation stories of Pastor Mary’s family that
were documented during her sabbatical.

November 4 - After few days of recuperating
from the trip, Pastor Mary and Dwight will travel
to Seattle to welcome Dwight’s first grandchild.

We hope you find this storytelling experience
a valuable one in preserving part of your family
history. If you have any questions, please feel
free to see any one of the Sabbatical Committee
members: Carol Hamada, Becky Kanenaka,
Pastor Ede Steele, Mabel Suzuki, Paul
Yamamoto, Paula Yamamoto, and Lori
Yamashiro.

November 11 - Pastor Mary and Dwight are in
Sacramento this week, organizing photos and
videos from their trip. We look forward to seeing
them.
November 18 - Pastor Mary and Dwight will
spend Thanksgiving in Sacramento with Mary’s
brother’s family – most importantly with
nephews Brandon and Adam.
November 25 - Pastor Mary and Dwight will
return to O‘ahu to prepare for reentry into
ministry.
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Sabbatical Japanese Heritage
Activities - Taiko Drums

To prepare for Advent, many hands are
needed to get the church ready. Please save the
following dates:

By Carol Hamada , Board of Christian Nurture

November 10: All-Church Clean Up
The Board of Trustees has
scheduled an all-church clean up for
Saturday, November 10 from 9:00
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Bring rags,
buckets, and a cheerful heart! A light
lunch will be provided.

We will be having the
third activity of our
Japanese heritage - taiko
drums - on Saturday,
November 17 and 24
from 1:00-4:00 p.m. in
Kosasa Hall. The
workshop is free and will
be led by Lisa Tamashiro of the Chinagu Eisa
Hawaii Taiko group, an Okinawan style taiko.
They are an intergenerational group who want to
help their members stay in touch with their
Okinawan culture. We would like to make this
an intergenerational experience for us at NCC as
well.

November 30: Set Up the Sanctuary
The Diaconate and Board of Trustees
need your help in making wreaths,
hanging the Advent banners, cutting
and setting up the Christmas tree on
Friday, November 30 at 8:30 a.m.
December 1: Ikebana Centerpieces
The Board of Christian Nurture needs help
making ikebana flower arrangements for
centerpieces on Saturday, December 1 at 10:30
a.m. in Kosasa Hall. Let’s put those newlylearned skills into practice! Even if you didn’t
attend the ikebana classes and would like to help,
your assistance will be appreciated.

We will be sharing what we learn with Pastor
Mary and Dwight and the congregation on
Sunday, December 2, at our Welcome Back/
Christmas luncheon. Psalm 150:4 - “Praise Him
with tambourine (drums) and dancing;...”

Advent and Welcome Back

Hui Hoaloha Christmas
Luncheon

We will welcome in the season of Advent and
welcome back Pastor Mary and Dwight on
Sunday, December 2, the first Sunday of Advent.
Please join us for the traditional “Hanging of the
Greens” service at 9:00 a.m. and a Welcome
Back/Christmas potluck luncheon following the
service. A sign up list for the potluck will be
available on the Fellowship lanai in
November. You will also have an
opportunity to make an Advent
wreath for your home at the
luncheon.

Hui Hoaloha’s Christmas luncheon is
Thursday, December 13 at the Honolulu Elks
Lodge #616 in Waikiki at 11:00 a.m. Harpist
Dustin Ebesu will play for our enjoyment. The
cost for the meal is $35.00. Sign-ups for the
luncheon will be taken on the lanai after service
until Sunday, November 25. Come join in the
festivities.
“…O my God: unto thee will I sing
with the harp...” Psalm 71:22 (KJV)
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Notes From the Moderator

harvest and store all of this food. Surely, an allpowerful God could have just filled the arc with
manna once it was built, but he specifically told
Noah to plan ahead. I would like to encourage
all of you to be prepared before the next natural
disaster passes over the Hawaiian Islands.

By Becky Kanenaka, Moderator
The Fall Mokupuni held on October 13, 2012
at the First Chinese Christian Church featured
Marsha Tamura from the State of Hawai‘i,
Civil Defense Division. Ms. Tamura presented
wonderful tips on how to be prepared, in case a
natural disaster occurs in your neighborhood or
community. For example, do you have nonperishable food items that are high energy and
kept in sealed air-tight containers? Do you have
a sufficient supply of drinking water to last three
days for each family member? Do you have a
can opener that does not require electricity? Do
you have a flashlight with extra batteries, batterypowered or hand crank radio and a NOAA
weather radio with tone alert and extra batteries
for both? What about a first aid kit, moist
towelettes, garbage bags, and plastic ties for
personal sanitation, and a whistle to signal for
help?

Photo Directory Inserts
By Paula Yamamoto, Diaconate
The inserts for the NCC Photo Directory are
ready for pick up! A big mahalo to Laurie
Hamano and her staff (Adam Yonamine) at
Vocational Management Consultants for helping
us print the pages, and to Marge Honjiyo,
Howard Mau, and Sets Takahashi for cutting
the pages and punching the holes. Please add the
pages to your photo directory. If you haven’t
purchased a photo directory, copies are available
for $5. Directories and inserts will be available
on the Fellowship Lanai on Sundays after the
worship service.

FACE Interfaith Service

Take some simple steps to prepare for and
respond to potential emergencies, including
natural disasters. Get an emergency supply kit,
make a family emergency plan, and be informed
about the different types of emergencies that
could occur and their appropriate responses. Go
to www.scd.hawaii.gov/dp_kit.html for more
information.

By Pastor Ede Steele
FACE (Faith Action for Community Equity)
will be having an Interfaith Service on
November 8 at St. Andrews Episcopal Cathedral.
The theme of the Service will be “The Value of
Teachers.” Childcare will be provided. All are
welcomed to attend.

In Genesis 6:21 (NIV) “You are to take every
kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away
as food for you and for them.” God tasked Noah
with building an arc big enough to fit two of
every animal. In addition to building the ark,
Noah had to store enough food for all the animals
and for his family. This was a huge task. Noah
was not fortunate like us today to be able to run
to Costco or “Big Box Stores” to purchase a few
bags of rice and cases of canned meat and
vegetables. He could not order freeze-dried
foods from Amazon. He had to grow, hunt,

Chutney, Jams & Jellies Sale
By Donald Ikeda
Mango chutney, jams and jellies (lilikoi,
calamondin, mango-pineapple, guava ginger
and kumquat) will be available for sale on
Sunday, November 4, 2012. All
proceeds will go to help the Summer
Intern Program. Return of the empty
jars will be greatly appreciated.
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Prayer Corner
When you pray, remember the following and their
By Alice Ishihara
caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann
	

Bristow’s daughter), Mike Chung, Carol Hamada,
	

 May you be made strong with all the
Mack Hamada, Harris Hasegawa (Linda Kim’s
strength that comes from his glorious power
friend), Edna Ito, Stanley Kamita, Leonetta Kinard
and may you be prepared to endure everything
(Leolinda Parlin’s mother), Yuriko Konno, Rev.
with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to
Armin Kroehler, Janet Kurokawa, Michael
the Father. Colossians 1:11-12
Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s son), Leslie Lum (Cliff
Lum’s brother), Jose Montiel (Susan Iha’s father),
Loving God, at this Thanksgiving season
Ethel Nitta (Jo-Ann Bristow’s mother), Florence
we say thank you to you with our hearts full
Osumi, Rose Scharpff, Eiko Soranaka, Terry Stone
of joy. Help us to be patient….to be still and
(The Children’s Center’s Administrative Assistant),
to listen for your voice. We thank you for
Matthew Stucke, Ezra White, and Mayee Wong
surrounding us with your love and patience.
(Becky Kanenaka’s friend), Marie Yoneshige (Sarah
Amen.
Swisher’s mother).
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

Thank Offerings
Ruth Gushiken
Itsuko Kaneshiro
Kimie Fujioka
Mabel Suzuki and Erin Suzuki
Julie Oba

Birthday Offerings
Ruth Gushiken
Ethel Yamaguchi
Donald and Julia Nakamura
Jane Uyechi
Miyoko Sasaki
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Memorial Offerings
Michael Naito - In Memory of
Nancy Naito
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 55, No. 11

Sunday of every
month. For the month
of September, we
collected 55 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be
November 25, 2012. Monetary
donations accepted, too. Checks
may be made to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with
Hawai‘i Food Bank on the memo
line. Mahalo.

NCC Pilot Taxi Service
by Marge Honjiyo, Ohana Ministry
Are transportation difficulties preventing you from attending
Sunday worship services at Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church? If so, we can help you.
Ohana Ministry is currently conducting a Pilot
Transportation Program funded by The Kensaku
and Tsuru Obata Endowment Fund. The taxi
service is with The Cab.
Beginning immediately, NCC will provide taxi service if:
1. You are a member of NCC.
2. You live in the area between Kahala and Red Hill.
3. You are unable to drive to the NCC campus.
4. You are ambulatory...cane and walker are acceptable.
If you are interested in this service, call Marge Honjiyo at 550-3075 or
Sets Takahashi at 550-3062 for more details.
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Nov. 25
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2012 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Board of Trustees
March - Sew Fun
April - Missions
May - Finance and Investment
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Open
December - Open

28

25
8:15 AM Worm Bin Distribution
9:00 AM Church School
… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM Nichigobu Worship
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

18
… 9 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School
… 9:30 AM Nichigobu Worship
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

11
… 9 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School
… 9:30 AM Nichigobu Worship
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

4
9:00 AM Church School
… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM Nichigobu Worship
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

… 9 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School
… 9:30 AM Nichigobu Worship
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

Sunday

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

- Office Closed

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Monday

November 2012

26

19

12

5

29

20

13

6

30

27

7:00 PM Nuuanu Valley Interfaith Service

Sanctuary Cleaning
Caller Deadline

5:30 PM Bible Study

5:30 PM Bible Study

Tuesday
31

Thursday

… 9 AM Hui Malama

… 6 PM Church Council

… 9 am Hui Malama

28

21

14
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- Happy Thanksgiving!
Office Closed

9/1-11/30 - Pastor Mary on sabbatical
Dec. 2 - Start of Advent/Pastor Mary returns
Dec. 16 - Cantata Sunday
Dec. 24 - Candlelight Service

Planning Ahead.....

Wednesday

29

22

15

8

1

23

16

9

2

30
8:30 AM Set Up Church for
Advent

- Office Closed

Friday

1

Page 1/1

… 8 AM Board of Trustees
… 8 AM Diaconate Board
… 9 AM Sew Fun
9:30 AM CN Board Meeting

24
11:00 AM Terminex Pest
Control
1:00 PM - Taiko Drumming

17
1:00 PM - Taiko Drumming

10
9:00 AM All-Church Clean
Up

3
… 8 AM Board of Trustees
… 8 AM Diaconate Board
… 9 AM Sew Fun
… 9:30 AM CN Board Meeting

Saturday
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Catch the green wave with

Nu’uanu Congregational Church

Wormcycler

Quality Compost:

Starting with a wormcycler and some special earthworms you too can convert kitchen scraps, junk mail, and other
organic materials into worm castings, a wonderful odorless soil amendment. Worm castings, aka “black gold”,
is considered by master gardeners to be one of the highest quality soil amendments available. Simultaneously
reduce waste as your worms create a valuable amendment which produces a richer, looser, more aerated, more PH
balanced soil. The worm castings also make the existing minerals water soluble so plants can “drink” the gift of
nutrients produced in the worm castings.

The Wormcycler’s Easy Management System
Simply add some special worms and your organic waste to the 1st working tray. When this tray is full, add the
2nd tray. The worms migrate upward to the newest food source leaving the 1st tray full of nutrient rich worm
castings for your garden.
When full, each tray weighs only 12.5 pounds, making lifting and arranging trays effortless. The multi-tray
upward migration design allows worms to sort themselves. The included 16-page instruction manual makes
setup fast and easy and gives detailed tips on managing your Wormcycler year-round.

A Hands-on Gift that keeps on Giving

The worm cycler is a wonderful holiday gift for a green friend or loving family. It is a gift that will teach your
loved ones how to reduce their carbon footprint in our island home. This gift will give back to the land and
in turn the land can give back to them by growing strong healthy plants.… It keeps on giving. A gift like this
is a wonderful conversation piece at the family table because it has many science and social responsibility
lessons built in. Malama Aina…Malama Kanaka .. Take care of the land and the land takes care of you.

How Can I Get a Wormcycler?
whereby its members and friends can purchase a quality generic worm bin at a very reasonable price
on-line. NCC’s Ulu Wai’s Ministry carries out the church’s sustainability mission. Ulu Wai Ministry
makes it easy for its families and friends to purchase a Wormcycler. Come and catch the Green Wave.

$60.00

ea.

Pick up on Sunday, November 25, 2012,
from 8:15 – 8:55 a.m. In Kosasa Hall,

To Order, Visit

www.createcompost.com
Enter Code “NCC8172”

Any questions or need to buy worms?
Email kimoment2@hawaiiantel.net
or call Velma 595-3135 after 7 p.m

Nov. 1, 2012 to Nov. 18, 2012

~Malama Aina, Malama Kanaka :Take care of the land and the land takes care of you~

Nature’s Footprint, Inc. | www.createcompost.com | 360.592.4285 | info@createcompost.com
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Lectionary Readings for November
November 4 (Wherever You Go): Ruth 1:1-18 • Ps 146 or Deut 6:1-9 • Ps 119:1-8 • Heb
9:11-14 • Mark 12:28-34
November 11 (Risk and Restoration): Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 • Ps 127 or 1 Kings 17:8-16 • Ps
146 • Heb 9:24-28 • Mark 12:38-44
November 18 (Praise the Holy One): 1 Sam 1:4-20 • 1 Sam 2:1-10 or Daniel 12:1-3 • Ps 16
• Heb 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25 • Mark 13:1-8
November 25 (A Wise Reign): 2 Sam 23:1-7 • Ps 132:1-12, (13-18) or Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 • Ps
93 • Rev 1:4b-8 • John 18:33-37

