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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Delight in Giving
By Lori Yamashiro

AUGUST 2012

Our church is like the garden. We plant seeds
and nurture them. If the soil is strong, then what
grows in our church are strong disciples,
equipped to go into the world and share God’s
love. But, we need to invest our time, talents and
finances to till, plant, water, and weed, so that our
garden flourishes and we are able to share our
bounty with others.
Our Ulu Wai ministry is helping us to be
better stewards of the Earth. Not only is it a
sustainable hydroponic garden, it is helping us
build a stronger relationship with the keiki of the
Children’s Center as they learn about
sustainability. We’ve used lettuce from our
garden to feed the families of Family Promise.
We’ve used basil from our garden to make pesto
pasta that the College Summer Interns and youth
used as a fundraiser for their mission trip to
Lana‘i.

In his spare time, my dad was a gardener. He
You see, it’s all connected. It all started from
had a tremendous love of plants and flowers and
a simple garden in which we delighted in giving
would spend hours taking care of them. Dad
our bounty that has fed the homeless, helped
would carefully tend to the soil because he knew
support the summer
if the soil was good,
the seeds would spout. “God loves it when the giver delights in giving.” interns, enabled a
mission trip to lead
He also knew that if he
(2 Corinthians 9:7 The Message)
vacation Bible School
weeded, watered, and
on the island of Lana‘i, and provided an
fertilized, the plants would flourish making his
opportunity to teach the keiki right here at church.
investment in his plants and garden worth it. He
(Continue on p. 2 - Delight in Giving)
would then share what was grown with his
siblings and friends which was an even bigger
delight for him.
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Worship Schedule

Calling All Keiki!
Church School Begins September 2

9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister of Parish Life
September 2 will be an exciting day as we
will be Commissioning our Church School
teachers and students. It is also the first Sunday
for Church School.

Delight in Giving - Cont’d. from p. 1

To meet the needs of our growing numbers,
our group will split into two groups during our
Church School time. This will allow for our
older keiki to discuss the scripture and stories at a
deeper level and allow the teachers to provide
extra help for our younger keiki.

None of this would have been possible
without you. Can you see the wonderful work
we do for God when we pool our resources
together? Can you see the lives that are touched?
Can you see how God has touched your life?

An orientation for parents will be held at
10:15 a.m. in room 206 where the registration
forms will be available to fill out, and we will go
over a brief overview of the year. We look
forward to everyone coming back, and bring a
friend!

God calls us to continue this work, and we
ask for your support because our ministries are
dependent on the offerings, gifts and talents of
God’s people. Please prayerfully consider your
commitment for 2013 and how together, we can
delight in the giving and spreading of God’s love.

Stewardship Sunday is
August 12.
Bring your pledge card to
worship service.

Church School Teacher
Orientation - August 5
By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister of Parish Life
On August 5, right after worship, we will be
having our Teacher Orientation for Church
School. We look forward to seeing all teachers
there and invite anyone interested in helping out
in the Church School to come. This is a great
time to get to know the teachers and to find out
how rewarding it is to work with our keiki. If
you have any questions, please feel free to
contact either Julia Nakamura or Pastor Ede.

Church School
Starts
September 2
Bring a friend!
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Notes From the Moderator

from Makiki Christian Church shared on July 15,
2012 their mission trip to Malawi. The pictures
and stories that the Mission Team shared truly
was an act of kindness. I would like to have the
Mission Team from Makiki Christian Church
come and share their experiences with us on a
Sunday in the Fall. I will keep you posted as
arrangements are formalized.

By Becky Kanenaka, Moderator
If you were to think of one word that would
reflect your level of confidence in your work, or
among family and friends, or relatives, what
would that word be? Are you having a difficult
time finding a word? It is easier to find words
that describe our faults and failings.

A quote from William J.H. Boetcker, “Your
greatness is measured by your kindness; your
education and intellect by your modesty; your
ignorance is betrayed by your suspicions and
prejudices, and your real caliber is measured by
the consideration and tolerance you have for
others.” Family, friends, and members of
Nuuanu Congregational Church let your kindness
radiate!

Well, ask yourself now! “What’s good about
you?” Here are a few items that I have listed that
describe many of you. You are a greeter, or an
usher, or an acolyte, or a liturgist, or scripture
reader, or you brought refreshments, or you
served communion to the homebound, or you
volunteered to be a host for Family Promise, or
you took home laundry, or you helped clean the
church, or you volunteered to manage the church
office when Paula goes on vacation, and the list
goes on. How do you see yourself in two years
or five years from now? Will you take on a more
active role? Or will you step down from your
current active role? What brings you joy?

New Discoveries and Fresh
Perspectives
By Janelle Chong, Intern
I cannot believe we have less than a month
before this internship comes to an end. Although
I did not have experience working with Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church like Alex Montiel,
Makaiwa Tong, and Kelsey Hamano did last
year, I felt right at home with this internship
because I have had a lot of experience with
volunteer work both within my home church and
in other organizations. What can I say? I love to
give back! I think it’s in my genes. My parents
are definitely the type of people who will bend
over backwards to give help where help is
needed. It also helped to be working at a place
like NCC where all of us interns were welcomed
with open arms into the church ‘ohana. It’s
definitely been great, and I just wanted to say
thank you for helping to make newbie interns
such as myself feel right at home.
(Continued on p. 4 - Discoveries)

Emanuel Swedenborg, a philosopher, a
scientist and a theologian says that “Kindness is
an inner desire that makes us want to do good
things even if we do not get anything in return. It
is the joy of our life to do them. When we do
good things from this inner desire, there is
kindness in everything we think, say, want and
do.” In Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the
Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
KINDNESS, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Against such things there is no
law.”
For me, serving the Lord everyday in all that
I do is what brings me joy. Whether it is
allowing the driver next to me merge or stopping
by the church before work to sign papers, start
your day with a random act of kindness. Or
going on a mission trip to Malawi. Judy Asman
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Discoveries - Cont’d. from p. 3

of what we have done and look forward to the
last few weeks with the NCC ‘Ohana.

The one thing about the volunteer work or
any other part time jobs that I have held in the
past is that I worked within a system otherwise
set by tradition. For instance, at my home church
United Church of Christ-Judd Street has an
annual luau that I have been helping with since I
was about 3 or 4 years old, and after so many
years I have settled into a routine. I have my
jobs that I do every year that the committee
chairpeople can count on me to do each and
every year. However, this internship is also very
unique for several reasons; the biggest difference
would definitely be Pastor Mary’s never-ending
flow of new ideas!

The Journey, The Experience,
The Thanks
By Leilani Galindo, Intern
When I first applied for this internship and
after that first interview, I can say for a fact that I
was scared. I was very scared because I had only
just started going to UCC Judd St. for almost a
year now, and I was already thinking about going
to another church for 10 whole weeks and this
time I wouldn’t have my family with me. Not
only that, Pastor Mary really scared me after the
first interview; I thought I wasn’t even going to
get the job. My dad was sure to remind me that I
didn’t have to take up the internship and that
even if I decided to do it, no harm would come
out of it. I ended up agreeing to the internship
because not only would the money be very
beneficial to me in the near future, but I wanted
this chance to get deep into the church and learn
where I could share my gifts and strength, both in
the church and the world.

This was a completely new experience for me
in that sense. I wasn’t able to rely on set to do
lists or established routines, and as a group we
were constantly challenged with long days
working out all the kinks to our projects. It was
through these challenges that I feel I am finding
myself. Within this internship, we all hoped to
find our vocation, our calling, and this experience
has definitely helped to put into clearer
perspective my place in God’s Kingdom. I think
I have always known that I wouldn’t enjoy a 9-5
desk job as my career, but work such as the
ministry work that we have been doing is
something that I find to be incredibly fulfilling.

In the end, I can say that I had every right to
be afraid. This internship has not been all
rainbows and sunshine, and I haven’t found my
place in the church yet, but I have gotten to meet
some amazing people in the internship program
and the church itself. Things have not been easy
and most everything has been a new experience
for me, but the memories I have shared and the
things that I have learned have made it all worth
putting myself out there and trying something
that I wasn’t sure I would like. I don’t think I’ve
found my place in the church just yet, but the
intern program has helped me clear away some
of the fog on the path of my career. I’m not sure
(Continued on p. 7 - Journey)

When I first took this job, I was not expecting
such a dynamic work situation, but I am glad
God has put me in this position. I have learned a
lot about myself and working with others. Now
that the interns have been through P.E.W., family
camp, Christmas in July and more, I think we as
a group have finally gotten to the point where we
are self confident enough to know that we are
capable of putting in the hard work and
successfully completing our projects. I am proud
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Sep. 1 - Pastor Mary on sabbatical
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… 8 AM Board of
Trustees
… 8 AM Diaconate
Board
… 9 AM Sew Fun

… 9 AM CN Board
Meeting

… 8 AM Board of
Trustees
… 8 AM Diaconate
Board
… 9 AM Sew Fun
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  July
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The Journey - Continued from p. 4

thanksgiving over the precious stories shared by
other campers, her other friends and
acquaintances, as well as my own experiences;
and I see God’s loving, forgiving and healing
power embracing sorrow and regret and
brokenness.

what I’m going to be just yet, but I know that
what ever I do, it will be what I love and what
will help others. Very possibly dealing with art
and history.

The life journey has continued for us all, all
who were involved directly and indirectly with
Vesper and her passing. For some, there has
been or still is untold struggle and hardship.
Most have experienced other losses and even
deaths. For most, there has thankfully been
movement toward healing and wholeness, hope
and love, and even new life.

The one thing I would want to change about
this internship would be the amount of work we
do with Nu‘uanu Congregational and their
members. I wish I had more of a chance to meet
everyone and get to know the church as a whole.
I would have like to feel like I did something
special for all of these people that have shown us
so much love and support. Nothing I have done
at this point feels like it’s been enough to thank
the members of Nu‘uanu Congregational for all
of the goodness they have shared with us and
taught us. Not saying I’m not grateful of the
church for sending us to Lanai and helping us
work on these projects of ours, but I wish I could
give something more in return for everything the
church has done. This church will stay in my
heart for a long time, and I wish I was able to
show it’s members how grateful I am of them.

As we contemplate our own and varied
losses, and truly empathize with others as they
trust to share with us in their own and many and
varied losses, how clearly we can see our
common humanity, and more importantly, the
merciful and constant presence of God in our
midst.
I gratefully seize this opportunity to thank
everyone who ever cared for or cared about
Vesper or her family or friends. That love was
and has been sustaining. Hopefully, it has been
in some measure returned in the unimaginable
abundance of God’s mercy and love. With
profound gratitude: Ann Ito and family.

Morning by Mourning, new
mercies I see…
By Ann Ito
It has been twenty five years since our 17
year old daughter Vesper’s fatal accident near the
end of our youth group’s annual camping trip
which was to Kauai that summer. It has indeed
been a lifetime and a generation ago. And yet,
somehow, perhaps as mother, I sometimes find
that time can stand still for memories and
feelings to surge forth with a clarity that defies
the passage of those decades. Especially in the
silence and solitude of morning (my favorite time
of day), I can ponder with wonderment and

Vesper Maile Ito
1970-1987
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
When you pray, remember the following and their
Prayer Corner
caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann
By Alice Ishihara
Bristow’s daughter), Mike Chung, Carol Hamada,
	

Mack Hamada, Harris Hasegawa (Linda Kim’s
	

 Continue earnestly in prayer being vigilant
friend), Edna Ito, Leonetta Kinard (Leolinda Parlin’s
in it with thanksgiving. Colossians 4:2
mother), Yuriko Konno, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s
	

 Thank you, dear God, that you are always
son), Leslie Lum (Cliff Lum’s brother), Jose Montiel
with us. Thank you that your presence frees
us from all doubt and gives us increase faith.
(Susan Iha’s father), Ethel Nitta (Jo-Ann Bristow’s
Thank you that you hear our prayers and will
mother), Florence Osumi, Rose Scharpff, Eiko
answer in your time and in your way. Hear
Soranaka, Terry Stone (The Children’s Center’s
Administrative Assistant), Matthew Stucke, Yoshitaka our prayer, O Lord. Amen.
Takaki, Ezra White, and Mayee Wong (Becky
Kanenaka’s friend), Marie Yoneshige (Sarah Swisher’s
mother).
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

Thank Offerings
Howard and Barbara Mau
Ululani Hirohata
Howard and Alice Ishihara
Ray and Shirley Miyamoto
Taichi and Katsuko Nomi
Edith Fujihara

Birthday Offerings
Edith Matsumoto
Sandra Satogata
Robert and Jeanette Seo
Yukimichi Watanabe
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Memorial Offerings
Walter Nomura - In memory of
Torayo Nomura
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 55, No. 8

Sunday of every
month. For the month
of June, we
collected 44 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be July
29, 2012. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Hui	
  Hoaloha	
  August	
  Event
In the continuing effort to keep ourselves involved and informed,
the August planning group of Hui Hoaloha is sponsoring a session with
Brad Krzykowski, a certified personal trainer, on Tuesday, August 21,
2012, beginning at 9:30 a.m. in Kosasa Hall.
We all know that with aging, we are at a higher risk of falling, due
to factors such as loss of bone mass, poor muscle tone, decreased
strength and flexibility. Many of these risk factors are preventable with
regular exercise designed to increase muscle and bone strength, and to
improve balance and flexibility. Brad will be demonstrating and
teaching us various exercises that we can do at home -- things that
could easily be done during the commercials while watching our
Korean dramas.
By devoting about 15 minutes a day to these exercises, we would
reduce the risk of falling and the severity of injury due to falls. Another
prevention tip is to wear proper fitting, supportive shoes with low heels
and non-skid soles which is the kind of footwear we recommend you
wear when you come to this meeting.
We hope you will come to the meeting to learn ways that you can
help yourself reduce your risk factors and to enjoy the light lunch that
we will provide, so we can fellowship with Brad and each other after
the session of learning is over.
The August planners are Bow Chu Goto, Ethel Yamaguchi, Ray and
Shirley Miyamoto.
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, July 29
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2012 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Board of Trustees
March - Sew Fun
April - Missions
May - Finance and Investment
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Nichigobu
December - Open

!

Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
2651 Pali Highway ∗ Honolulu, HI 96817
Address Service Requested

August 2012

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
HONOLULU HI
PERMIT NO. 354
PERMIT NO. 354

To discontinue receiving the
Nu‘uanu Ca!er, check box and write
“Return to Sender.”

Lectionary Readings for August
August 5 (Bread of Life): 2 Sam 11:26-12:13a • Ps 51:1-12 or Ex 16:2-4, 9-15 • Ps 78:23-29 •
Eph 4:1-16 • John 6:24-35
August 12 (Shaping Community): 2 Sam 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 • Ps 130 or 1 Kings 19:4-8 • Ps
34:1-8 • Eph 4:25-5:2 • John 6:35, 41-51
August 19 (Wisdom Quest): 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 • Ps 111 or Prov 9:1-6 • Ps 34:9-14 •
Eph 5:15-20 • John 6:51-58
August 26 (At Home with God): 1 Kings 8:(1, 6, 10-11), 22-30, 41-43 • Ps 84 or Josh 24:1-2a,
14-18 • Ps 34:15-22 •Eph 6:10-20 • John 6:56-69

