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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

What Does God Want Me to
Do With My Life?
By Kelsey Hamano, Intern
As a summer intern for the second year in a
row, I feel a lot more relaxed, excited, and
prepared for whatever Pastor Mary throws our
way. Thinking back on my experience last year, I
remember being incredibly stressed out and
uncertain what was expected of me. However,
this year, I feel more at ease and ready to
CHANGE THE WORLD! Perhaps my change in
attitude from last year is due to the fact that I do
not have to do summer school again, but I believe
that Alex Montiel, our intern coordinator, should
receive most of the credit. Alex works closely
with Pastor Mary to schedule events and activities
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for the interns, acts as a liaison between the
interns and Pastor Mary, and just makes our lives
so much easier in general. Overall, the idea of
having an intern coordinator for the summer
internship was brilliant.
One of the reasons that I decided to do the
internship again this summer was that the
internship would be focused on vocation. In high
school, I was always so sure of my path: graduate
from high school, attend a really good college,
get into a challenging medical school, get a job at
Queens, get married, have children, etc. But now,
I have no idea what I want to do with my life. Of
course, there is always that little voice in the back
of my head that sounds a lot like my father
saying, “Choose a career where you will make a
lot of money, so that you can support your parents
when they are old.” There’s also another voice
that sounds a lot like my mother saying, “Follow
your heart and choose a career that makes you
happy,” and there is also a voice more recently
saying, “Go into ministry (I think you can guess
who that is)!” Who do I listen to? Who is
correct? Where do I belong in life? These are the
questions that constantly run through my head as
I sit in my classes at college. Therefore, my
questions that I hope to answer for this summer
are: What does God want me to do with my life,
and what do I need to do to prepare for the
future?
Continue on p. 5 - Intern
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Bring your stories, bring your concerns, bring
your joys, and help the youth build the Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church rock garden which will
provide a beautiful artwork under the stairwell.
Do you need more information about the rock
garden? Ask one of the interns about the rock
garden, or come to the church camp on July 6-8,
2012 at Camp Mokule‘ia. Do you need more
details about camp? See Lori Yamashiro or call
the church office.
(Read the related articles throughout the Caller.)

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

Notes From the Moderator
By Becky Kanenaka, Moderator

Chutney & Jam Sale

Have you been reading my articles? Last
month I gave a heads-up for Stewardship Sunday,
which will be August 12, 2012. Since I deviated
from my task of reflecting on the Congregational
Study, I would like to highlight two of the focus
areas: program and facilities.

By Carol Hamada, Board of Christian Nurture
	
   June & Donald Ikeda will be selling their
wonderful chutney, jams, jellies and marmalades
Sunday, July 1 on the lanai after the 9:00 a.m.
service. Profits from the sale will go to support
the College Summer Intern Program. The ono
goodies will include: chutney, lilikoi jelly,
mango/pineapple jam, guava-ginger jam,
calamondin marmalade and kumquat marmalade.
Please support our interns and their work, as well
as the Ikeda’s labor of love.

Church programs and ministries of Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church are many. Do you know
what programs are going on in the church? I
invite you to come and see what Sunday worship
is like during the 9:00 a.m. service and the P.E.W.
(Play, Eat, and Worship) on Sundays from 3:30
p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Tuesday Bible study at 5:30
p.m. is on the book of Revelation, the College
Summer Intern program, and the Youth Mission
Trip to Lana‘i on July 22 to 28, 2012. Do you
need more details? Ask one of the interns or ask
one of the Church Council members.

Office Help Needed
Paula Yamamoto will be
cooking for the Lana‘i Mission
Team and will be out of the
office July 23-27. Please see
Paula, if you are able to help out
in the office with light office
work, i.e., answering the phone,
folding bulletins, etc. The shifts
are 8 a.m.-12 p.m. and 12 p.m.-4 p.m. Your help
will be greatly appreciated. Mahalo.

Come and see the various improvements the
Board of Trustees and Hui Malama members
have done. Are you wondering why the walls
under the stairwell were painted a bright green?
This will be the pallet for a wall mural that the
summer interns, along with the youth and other
artistic members will create. This mural will
complement the rock garden which will be an
inviting place to reflect.
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Stewardship Message

Christmas in July

By Lori Yamashiro

By Janelle Chong, Intern

Christmas… in July???

Our Christmas in July
celebration is quickly
approaching! It will be held on
July 15th from 10:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. in Kosasa Hall! The summer
interns will be selling tickets for $20 on the lanai
after morning worship services.
The proceeds will be used to fund our annual
missions trip to Lānaʻi, and the event will include
an ono lunch of pasta with homemade pesto,
freshly-baked focaccia bread, and brownies for
dessert. Santa will also be there so that you can
take those family Christmas card photos a little
early this year. Your ticket will get you both a
print and digital copy of the photos, plus a choice
of the background like the photos below. Please
wear something Christmasy, but not green (or
you will blend in with the green screen.) There
will also be some great entertainment, a silent
auction, and lots of door prizes. Hope to see you
all there!

“How can this be?”

Luke 1:34

This year, our congregation will celebrate
“Christmas in July,” five months away from
Christmas! We will have fun singing carols in
the summer and remembering that the birth of
Jesus is about more than that one night and the
secular celebrations that clutter December.
Christmas in July is also a good opportunity
to reflect on the meaning of this story apart from
the Christmas crazies of December. When
Gabriel told Mary she would bear this holy child,
her first response was, “How can this be?” On so
many levels, this event seemed impossible. I
love Mary’s honesty because we often have that
same response, even in the church, to what we
are sure God cannot do, or what we are
sure we cannot do. Yet, as Mary discovered, if
she was a willing partner with God, together they
could change the world. That’s still true.

Clockwise: Lights
Single, Gazebo Single,
Makapu‘u Foursome,
Gazebo Foursome.
Photos courtesy of
Dwight Morita.

This July, consider all that Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church might be and do for its
members and in its community. In fact, we will
collect a special offering for The Christmas Fund,
the UCC special offering that helps meet needs
of low-income retired church workers and clergy
family emergencies, as administered by the
Pension Boards. Checks may be written to
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church with Christmas
Fund on the memo line. An envelope is enclosed
for your convenience.
So don’t ask Mary’s question with disbelief or
sarcasm, but with renewed commitment and
energy. “How can this be? Let’s find out!”
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Take a Plunge! Become a
Sunday School Teacher

Even if you have not signed up to teach this is a
great opportunity to come and see how exciting it
is to take some time out of your daily life and
share God’s love with our keiki. We will be
meeting after worship.

By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister for Parish Life
It is that time of year when we look to the next
Sunday School year and start our planning.
Enlisting teachers is a part of that process.
Before you skip to the next article, please think
about it. To quote an article I read, “It does not
matter if you are twenty-two or sixty seven, (or
up), kids are not hung up by age. If you have a
desire to teach children about God, you are well
on your way to becoming a Sunday School
Teacher. With prayer, a little practice and some
planning, you can create a Sunday School
environment where our keiki experience the love
of God and are nurtured in their faith. The
curriculum we use is very helpful and you do not
have to create every lesson from scratch.

Youth on a Mission
Nine youth and college students from NCC,
along with six adults, will spend one week on the
island of Lana‘i teaching Vacation Bible School,
in partnership with Lana‘i Union Church. The
team includes: Janelle Chong, Leilani Galindo,
Micah Goshi, Kelsey Hamano, Awndrea
Harrison, Kym Kanenaka, Alexandria
Montiel, Andres Montiel, Makaiwa Tong,
Pastor Mary Paik, Lori Yamashiro (Female
Youth Advisor), Paula Yamamoto (cook), Carol
Hamada (Assistant Cook and Art Consultant),
Darrel Itano (Male Youth Advisor and Cook’s
Helper), Dwight Morita (Photographer/
Videographer).

You do not have to know everything about the
Bible or be gifted in crafts, etc. Our keiki need
someone that cares, someone that knows their
name, someone they can count on, someone to
encourage them and make them feel important,
and most importantly, someone that has a desire
to teach them about God.

This trip is a wonderful opportunity for all to
develop leadership skills for ministry. It will be a
time of serving God through the sharing of our
gifts of music, story telling, recreation, drama,
etc. to make the biblical stories come alive for
the children on Lana‘i, most of whom are from
Kosrae, one of the states in the Federated States
of Micronesia.

Please contact Pastor Ede if you would like to
become a part of our Sunday School Team.

Sunday School Teacher
Orientation

The group will be leaving for Lana‘i on
Sunday, July 22 and will be returning to
Honolulu on Saturday, July 28.

By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister of Parish Life

If you would like to help support our youth
with this mission trip, monetary donations are
being accepted. Checks may be written to
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church with “Youth
Mission Trip” on the check memo line.

Sunday, August 5
10:30 a.m.
We will be having our Teacher orientation on
Sunday, August 5 in room 206. Come and join
us as we plan for next year’s Church School year.
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Intern - Continued from p. 1

vital questions, and this is the right time for me to
explore them.

Lastly, I would like to thank Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church and the Internship
Committee for allowing me to participate in the
NCC summer internship again. The internship
last year truly changed my life, and I look
forward to the exciting events ahead of us this
summer.

This summer, I was given the opportunity to
be a youth leader for the 190th ‘Aha Pae‘aina at
Kanana Fou Church. I had the opportunity to
share a Bible study, and some music during
worship, and most importantly, lead the youth
throughout the event. Although it was
exhausting, I had a lot of fun, and I learned a lot
about myself as a leader and as a servant in
ministry. I learned that I love to be in ministry,
and there may be a calling for me to continue to
nurture this love. This may include attending
seminary, or being more active in church. It is
certain that I desire to assist God’s ministry
throughout my life, but it is uncertain for me
whether or not I want this to be my career.
Throughout this summer, I plan to focus on my
relationship with God, and discern God’s calling
for me. Being away from home, allows me to be
more independent and take time for personal
reflection, and my spiritual development. In
college its hard to strengthen our spirit when we
have school work, projects, and exams. While
I’m here in Honolulu, my sole purpose is being
engaged in this internship, and ultimately serving
God in hope of learning more about who God is,
and how God communicates.

Kelsey and Makaiwa contemplating life.
Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.

What is My Vocation?
By Makaiwa Tong, Intern
There are many changes to the internship this
year compared to last summer. The obvious
difference is the fact that we are all women.
Coming from a very liberal, all-women’s
university named Mills College, I am very
comfortable working with an all-women staff.
We started off our internship with a relaxing
retreat at Hau‘ula. During this time together, we
were asked to think of questions that we may
have about ourselves. At the time, I couldn’t
think of anything, but as the internship
progressed, I started to formulate questions that
we all may have about ourselves. What is my
vocation? What are the gifts that God has given
me, and how can I use it to meet the world’s
needs? How do I find my true self? These are

I look forward to the various church events
being planned, including family camp, Christmas
in July, and our Lana‘i Mission Trip. As an
intern, we were given specific events to plan and
take charge of. Although some of our
responsibilities require a lot of work, this
opportunity allows us to enhance our leadership
and communication skills. I’m really looking
forward to the rest of my summer. I look forward
to seeing the beautiful faces of the NCC
congregation, and being a part of this vibrant
community.
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Camp Nu‘uanu Rocks!

Golf Fellowship with UCC
Judd Street

By Lori Yamashiro, Camp Coordinator

By Paula Yamamoto

After months of anticipation, the camp is
finally days away, July 6-8, 2012. For a map of
the area and directions to the camp, go to:
www.campmokuleia.org. Check-in for campers
is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, July 6. Day picnickers
begin at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 7.

For those of you who
signed up for the NCC/UCC
Judd St. Golf Fellowship on
July 14, please remember that check-in time at
the New Ewa Beach Golf Course is 12:00 p.m.
Cost is $60, payable at check in. Donations are
being accepted for prizes. You may drop them
off at the church office. Please pay your $5
greenie fee to Paula.

Suggested items to bring include: clothing
(including foot wear), jacket, beach towel (bath
towels will be provided), toiletries (shampoo,
soap, toothbrush, etc.), any medications, bug
repellent, flashlight, sunscreen, snacks, and table
games (cards, Scrabble, Mah Jong, etc.) We are
encouraging “going green”.....bring you own
cups, if possible.

Hui Hoaloha July Event
Join us on Thursday, July
19 at 9:30 a.m. in Kosasa Hall
to learn the fascinating myths,
symbolisms and history of the
Hanafuda card game from
Helen Nakano, author of
Hanafuda Hawaii Style. We’ll
play cards after Mrs. Nakano’s
informative talk, so be prepared to have fun!
She’ll bring a couple of friends to help us and
give us some advice and pointers. There will
also be an opportunity to buy her Hanafuda gift
set - so bring your Christmas shopping list. You
are welcome to invite a friend or two to join us.
A light lunch will be served. July planners
are: Lani Hirohata, Alice Matsuwaki, Betty
Morikawa, Irene Nagata.

The College Summer Interns have put
together a great program that includes…well, you
just gotta be there to experience it! Those with
special dietary needs, contact Lori Yamashiro.
Be sure your medical emergency form is up to
date. See Paula in the church office for your
form. See you at camp!!!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 737-2175
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann
Bristow’s daughter), Mike Chung, Carol Hamada,
Mack Hamada, Harris Hasegawa (Linda Kim’s
friend), Edna Ito, Leonetta Kinard (Leolinda Parlin’s
mother), Yuriko Konno, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s
son), Leslie Lum (Cliff Lum’s brother), Jose Montiel
(Susan Iha’s father), Ethel Nitta (Jo-Ann Bristow’s
mother), Florence Osumi, Rose Scharpff, Eiko
Soranaka, Terry Stone (The Children’s Center’s
Administrative Assistant), Matthew Stucke, Ezra
White, and Mayee Wong (Becky Kanenaka’s friend),
Marie Yoneshige (Sarah Swisher’s mother).

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
	

	

 As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly
loved, clothe yourselves with compasssion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
	

 	

	

	

	

Colossians 3:12
	

 Loving God, open our eyes to opportunities
for serving you through helping someone else.
When we are shy, give us courage to overcome our shyness, and when we think we are
too busy to help someone in need, fill us with
compassion and kindness. O Lord, hear our
prayer. Come and listen to us. Teach us, show
us and guide us in our paths. Amen.

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

Thank Offerings
Taichi and Katsuko Nomi
Nobu Fujioka
Birthday Offerings
Nancy Nakao
Albert Matsumoto

Helen Pierce
Fred and Virginia Takara
Nobu Fujioka
Ann Sasaki
Thomas and Mary Oshiro
Memorial Offerings
George and Marge Honjiyo
7

Howard and Barbara Mau IMO Azusa Yamamoto
Brian and Rebecca Kanenaka IMO Sachiko Kanenaka
Shirley Yamamoto - IMO Clyde
Yamamoto
Mary Paik - IMO Deen Morita
(Continue on p. 8)
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 55, No. 7

Sunday of every
month. For the month
of May, we
collected 62 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be July
29, 2012. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Memorial Offerings - Continued from p. 7
Howard and Alice Ishihara - IMO Edgar Nishizawa and Azusa
Yamamoto
Shige and Mae Kimura - IMO Karen Nagata and Fumie Nakamichi
Albert Matsumoto - IMO Torayo Nomura
Helen Pierce - IMO Edgar Nishizawa
Melvin and Joyce Uyehara
Paul and Paula Yamamoto - IMO David H.C. Pang
Miyoko Sasaki - IMO Yuki Hirata
Kimie Fujioka - IMO Matsunobu Uyehara and Ruth Maeda
Mabel Suzuki
Cherie Nakamura - IMO George Kuraya and Ruth Kuraya
Lily Fujita
Frances Miyamoto - IMO Natsue Suzuki
Charlotte Nakamura - IMO George Kuraya and Ruth Kuraya
Flora Oshima - IMO Thomas Oshima
Alice Matsuwaki - IMO Guy Matsuwaki and Bill Kusumoto
Annette and Dobson Okawa - IMO Yoroku and Yachiyo Fukuda
Walter Nomura - IMO of Torayo Nomura
Mae Murabayashi - IMO Guy Matsuwaki and Bill Kusumoto
Benjamin and Grace Iwasaki - IMO Brothers
Dorothy Kusumoto - IMO William Kusumoto
Melvin and Eileen Maeshiro - IMO Mel Mizono
Grayce Miji
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, July 29
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2012 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Board of Trustees
March - Sew Fun
April - Missions
May - Finance and Investment
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Nichigobu
December - Open

1

8

22

… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM
Nichigobu Worship
… 10:30 AM Choir

29

… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM
Nichigobu Worship
… 10:30 AM Choir

Lana‘i Mission Trip

… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM
Nichigobu Worship
… 10:30 AM Choir
10:30 AM 10:30 am
Christmas in July
3:30 PM P.E.W.

15

… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM
Nichigobu Worship
… 10:30 AM Choir
3:30 PM P.E.W.

Family Ca…Mokule‘ia

… 9 AM Worship Service
… 9:30 AM
Nichigobu Worship
10:30 AM Chutney/
Jam Sale
… 10:30 AM Choir
3:30 PM P.E.W.

Sunday

July 2012

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Monday

30

23

16

9

2

6:30 PM VocationCare Gathering

5:30 PM Revelation
Bible Study

5:30 PM Revelation
Bible Study

5:30 PM Revelation
Bible Study

Tuesday

31

24

17

10

3

4

18

11

… 9 am Hui Malama

1

25

… 9 AM Hui Malama
… 6 PM Church
Council

Office Closed

Wednesday

19

12

5

6

… 6 PM Lectionary
Bible Study

… 6 PM Lectionary
Bible Study

… 6 PM Lectionary
Bible Study

… 6 PM Lectionary
Bible Study

… 6 PM Lectionary
Bible Study

3

27

20

13

Saturday

4

28

21

14
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… 8 AM Board of
Trustees
… 8 AM Diaconate
Board
… 9 AM Sew Fun

… 9 AM CN Board
Meeting
12:00 PM Golf Fellowship

… 8 AM Board of
Trustees

Family Camp at Camp Mokule‘ia

Friday

Aug. 12 - Stewardship Sunday (Bring
your pledge card to church.)
Aug. 17 - Oﬃce Closed

Planning Ahead.....

2

26

9:30 AM Hui Hoaloha

9:00 AM Sew Fun

Thursday

!
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Lectionary Readings for July
July 1 (Healing Powers): 2 Sam 1:1, 17-27 • Ps 130 or Wis of Sol 1:13-15, 2:23-24 or
Lam 3:23-33 • Ps 30 • 2 Cor 8:7-15 • Mark 5:21-43
July 8 (Sent with Power): 2 Sam 5:1-5, 9-10 • Ps 48 or Ezek 2:1-5 • Ps 123 • 2 Cor 12:2-10 •
Mark 6:1-13
July 15 (God Inspired Joy): 2 Sam 6:1-5, 12b-19 • Ps 24 or Amos 7:7-15 • Ps 85:8-13 •
Eph 1:3-14 • Mark 6:14-29
July 22 (Wherever You Are): 2 Sam 7:1-14z • Ps 89:20-37 or Jer 23:1-6 • Ps 23 •Eph 2:11-22 •
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 29 (God’s Abundant Presence): 2 Sam 11:1-15 • Ps 14 or 2 Kings 4:42-44 •
Ps 145:10-18 • Eph 3:14-21 • John 6:1-21

