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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

MAY 2012
for God. In Baptism, we make visible what has
already happened - that is, we acknowledge and
proclaim that God has already claimed us in love.

Baptism
By Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
What is the “right age” to be baptized?
On Easter Sunday, Ezekiel Makana Yutaka
Wada, the 6 months old son of Vanessa Ito and
Ryker Wada was baptized. Along with him,
Lynn Mochizuki, who is a bit more than 6
months old, was also baptized. So is there a
“right age” for baptism? Does infant baptism and
adult baptism mean the same thing?
In the United Church of Christ, we practice
both infant baptism and adult baptism. The first
thing we should know about baptism is that
baptism is what God does for us, not what we do

Ezekiel Wada being baptized by Pastor Mary
Paik. Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.

For infants and children up to age 14 (this
age is set by our congregation), parents decide on
behalf of the child to have him/her baptized.
When they were deciding to have Ezekiel
baptized, Vanessa and Ryker recognized and
affirmed that Zekie is a child of God who is
already claimed by God. So during Zekie’s
baptism, they promised to bring up Zekie in the
way of the Christ so that he might come to
profess Jesus Christ as Lord when he’s older.
(Continued on p. 5 - Baptism)
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Worship Schedule

The ‘Aha Mokupuni will include follow up
on areas identified last Fall as ways the
Association can be supportive of local churches,
opportunity to network and share, and installation
of officers. There will be a worship service with
a combined choir from three churches.

9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

Attending the ‘Aha Mokupuni are NCC
delegates Becky Kanenaka and George
Honjiyo, along with our two clergy, Pastor
Mary and Pastor Ede.

Church Council Highlights
for April 18, 2012
By Lori Yamashiro, Clerk

Service of Remembrance

1. Darwin Ing was appointed to serve as an
Obata Endowment Fund Trustee.
2. Performance Evaluation Forms for Annual
Staff Evaluations was reviewed and
approved.
3. Stewardship Sunday was moved to August
12 in an effort to present a budget to the
congregation based on actual pledges.

It has been the tradition of
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church to
remember and to give thanks to God
for our loved ones who have gone
from this life to life eternal. This year,
our Service of Remembrance will be held
on Monday, May 28, at 6:00 p.m.
If you would like to have your loved one’s
name included on the list of those who died
during the past twelve months (June 2011-May
2012), please email nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net
or call the church office, ph. 595-3935 by
Thursday, May 17. The list already includes the
names of those individuals whose services were
officiated by a NCC pastor or were held at NCC.

NCC Scholarship Applications
Due May 31, 2012
By George Honjiyo, Scholarship Committee
	
   The deadline for NCC scholarship
applications and all supporting documents
(including references and transcripts) is May 31,
2012. Please refer to the instruction sheet that
came with the application for more details.

In Loving Memory
Our deepest condolences go out to the
family of the late Azusa Yamamoto. Azusa died
of a cardiac arrest at Pali Momi Hospital on April
2, 2012. He is survived by his son Peter
Yamamoto. Funeral arrangements are pending.

Spring ‘Aha Mokupuni
“Living Out Our Vision: Next Steps” is the
theme for the O‘ahu Association’s Spring ‘Aha
Mokupuni. It will be held Saturday, May 12, at
Kailua Christian Church from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.

2

Nu‘uanu Caller, May 2012

Vol. 55, No. 5

Notes From the Moderator

The question that many of you have on your
mind, is NCC wise in their finances? Is your
answer yes? If you have reservation regarding
the budget or our finances, please come and talk
to Paul Yamamoto or anyone that is currently
serving on the Church Council. Or I invite you
to prayerfully consider serving on the Finance
Committee, the Investment Committee, or the
Stewardship Committee for 2013.

By Becky Kanenaka, Moderator
As I promised in the April Caller, I tasked
myself to explain to you the three main focus
areas – finance, facilities, and program. The
Congregational Study Report made the following
recommendations: pastoral leadership, financial
support, program, and facilities. (You may
request a copy of the report by emailing me at
ken214@hawaii.rr.com.)

We are moving into an electronic world
where we are able to do online banking and
charge all our expenses on a credit card.
Wouldn’t it be great if you set-up your bank
account so your pledge would automatically be
transferred to NCC? Wouldn’t it be great to
charge your pledge amount? Well, financial
institutions, such as banks and credit unions, are
able to set-up your account to make an automatic
payment to NCC as you would set-up an
automatic payment for your utility bill. The use
of a credit card or debit card is not in place;
however, we are exploring this to determine if
the fees associated with the use of the credit card
would be feasible. I would like to solicit your
opinion on the credit card, as there is a cost
involved. On a personal plus side, charging will
allow mileage points for those who have mileage
credit cards.

The two search committees were formed and
are working diligently to put together the position
descriptions for the Japanese-speaking minister
and the English-speaking minister respectively.
The Search Committee members for the
Japanese-speaking minister are Miles Yamabe
(chair), Arthur Goto, Hanako Kuniyoshi,
Shirley Miyamoto, and June Nishimura. The
Search Committee members for the Englishspeaking minister are James “Kimo” Akinaka,
Carol Hamada, Judy Keith, Cherie
Nakamura, and Lori Takeyama-Goshi. I
invite you to talk to the committee members and
share your views on the minimum qualifications
for these positions, the specific duties and skills
set for these positions, and encourage and
support them.

If you are interested in serving on the
various committees for next year or the year
after, I encourage you to let Paul Yamamoto or
anyone that is serving on the Church Council
know. Training for these positions will be
provided if there is interest in serving in these
various positions.

Finance is the first of the three focus areas
that I will discuss. The Bible has a lot to say
about managing finances. We are to save money,
but not hoard it. We are to spend money, but
with discretion and control. We are to give back
to the Lord, joyfully and sacrificially. We are to
use our money to help others, but with
discernment and the guidance of God’s spirit. It
is not wrong to be rich, but it is wrong to love
money. It is not wrong to be poor, but it is wrong
to waste money on trivial things. The Bible’s
consistent message on managing money is to be
wise.
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Earth Day Service

ulu means “to grow;” wai means
“water;”
ulu wai means “to overflow.”

“Malama Aina, Malama Kanaka” (Take care
of the land, and the land will take care of you)
was the theme for our Earth Day service on April
22. Velma Akinaka shared about vermiculture
(worm composting), and Rick Ogoshi spoke on
soil management and crop production and why it
is important for us to take care our land for future
generations. At the conclusion of the service, all
were invited to plant the first seedlings of lettuce
in the church’s new hydroponic garden. In six
weeks, the lettuce will be ready to harvest at the
end of May, in time to share it with our Family
Promise guests. Mahalo to Lori Yamashiro for
planning the worship service, and to Darin Au,
youth, and young adults for leading the music.

For us, what “ulu wai” means is that we are
embarking on a ministry of growing food
hydroponically (in water) to respond to what God
is calling us to do. Through this ministry, we
seek to:
1. Care for the hungry – we will donate the

food that we grow to organizations that
work to alleviate hunger.
2. Care for the earth – we will educate the
church and community on responsible use
of our resources.
3. Care for our community – we will build
our community as we work together on
this ministry
4. Care for the next generations – we will
model for the next generations how faith
and mission is a way of life.

The hydroponic garden, “Ulu Wai,” was the
brain child of our Missions Committee. See
related article, “Ulu Wai.” Thank you, Rick, for
your inspiration and resource expertise. Rick is
an agriculture researcher at UH, and worked in
the areas of: determining management practices
to produce crops such as cabbage, taro, corn,
sobean; forcasting crop yield and risk using
computer simulation models; phytoremidiation,
the use of plants to clean contaminated soil;
biofuel, use of plants for the production of fuels.
He is married to Rev. Janice Ogoshi, pastor of
Hawaii Kai UCC, and is the son of the late Rev.
Ted Ogoshi.

As Christians, we are claimed by God in the
waters of baptism; and all that we do in ministry
is a response to the covenant we make in
baptism. Through the Ulu Wai ministry, we
invite all members and friends to overflow with
the waters of baptism as we serve the world and
grow together in mission and ministry.

By Pastor Mary Paik

A couple of years ago when he was
campaigning, Governor Abercrombie described
our state saying that one way of thinking about
the water is that water separates the islands; but
another way of thinking about water is that the
water connects the islands.

Welcome to the Ulu Wai Ministry at Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church! We are so excited to
introduce you to this new ministry! What does
“ulu wai” mean?

The water that connects us is the waters of
baptism. As we embark on this ministry together,
may the waters of baptism overflow and connect
us so that we might grow together in love.

Ulu Wai

Welcome	
  to	
  the	
  Ulu	
  Wai	
  Ministry!	
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Baptism (Cont’d. from p. 1)

And now, I have the pleasure of introducing
the youngest member of the Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church community, Ezekiel
Makana Yutaka Wada. Zekie was born to
Ryker Wada and Vanessa Ito on October 12 at
Kapiolani Medical Center. He weighed 5
pounds, 10 ounces, and was welcomed by his
parents and by grandparents, Ann and Steve Ito,
and Marge and Richard Wada. Ezekiel was
long awaited and is much loved.

This is called “confirmation.” At that time, Zekie
will make his own decision to follow in the way
of the Christ and become a full member of the
congregation.
Lynn, who is already an adult, made the
decision herself to become baptized. In
recognizing the presence of God in her life, she
wanted to say “YES” to God’s invitation to live a
new life in Christ. So as she became baptized,
she also became a member of NCC.

Zekie is now almost seven months old. He
spends his days with Grandma Wada, and comes
home to his parents and his four- legged siblings,
Lili and Jack. Zekie has mastered the art of
locomotion via rolling, is working on creeping,
and it is fervently hoped that he will soon achieve
the miracle of sleeping through the night.

Another important thing about baptism is the
role of the congregation. During baptism, the
congregation promises to nurture them in the
faith and to love, support and care for them as
they grow in Christ. This is an important
promise that we make.

Isn't it wonderful to have babies in church?

“What is the “right” age to be baptized?” I
asked the children on Easter Sunday; and Phoebe
raised her hand and said, “any age!” Indeed, at
any age, we can affirm and proclaim that we are,
indeed, loved and claimed by God. Thanks be to
God for God’s abundant grace and love.

Welcome, Ezekiel!
By Judy Keith, Sponsor
It was my great joy and honor on Easter
Sunday to stand with the Ito-Wada family and act
as Ezekiel's sponsor at his baptism. "Baptism is
a sign, through water, that God really, really
loves" us. Through baptism, Ezekiel was
"initiated into the Church, and into it's faith, life,
and hope." (Both quotes are from the UCC's
booklet "Getting Ready for Baptism.")

Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.
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Welcome, Lynn!

Hawai‘i’s Professional Educational Practice
Doctoral Program.

By Sets Takahashi, Sponsor

It’s a very busy life juggling work and school,
so Lynn goes to Ala Moana beach when she can,
spends time paddle boarding, relaxes as she
enjoys the sunrise or sunset, and looks for her
favorite turtle who lives in the reef area. She said
it’s her peaceful time where she can enjoy God’s
beauty and have talks with Him.
Lynn’s parents have always supported her
and helped her to grow because they are always
open, accepting and giving to others. She is
thankful for Uncle George and Aunty Marge
(Honjiyo) for helping her begin her faith journey
and for continuing to be there for her. Lynn loves
animals and children and considers being an
aunty one of her greatest blessings. Please
support and befriend our newest member.

Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita

Nu‘uanu Congregational Church welcomes
new member Lynn Mochizuki who was baptized
and received into membership on Easter Sunday.
Since she grew up in the church, sang in the
Children’s Choir and participated in the Youth
Group, she is no stranger to us. Many people at
Nu‘uanu, and her friends, relatives, and parents,
helped her on her faith journey as she grew up.
She feels blessed to have these people nurturing
her because they inspire her by example and by
always reminding her of God’s greatness and
unconditional love. So in work and play, she has
learned to let go and trust God in all things.

Family Camp - July 6-8

By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister for Parish Life
Join us at Camp Mokule`ia on the beach at
Waialua on July 6-8, 2012. Don’t miss this
opportunity to bond with your NCC ‘ohana,
spend time on the beach, and time with God in
the country. Check out their website at
campmokuleia.com. The private rooms for two,
includes linen. This is not camping!!!! More
details will follow soon, but save the date so you
do not miss out on this great opportunity.

Lynn has a very busy professional life, still
with time to enjoy leisure activities and time with
Chad. She presently works for the D.O.E. in the
Castle-Kahuku complex area located in the
Windward District. Her job title is a Title I
Linker, which means she works with 14 schools
that qualify as Title I schools. Now, if you want
to know more about this program, you must talk
to her. She is also enrolled in the University of
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Stewardship Message

Calling All Graduates!

By Lori Yamashiro

By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister for Parish Life

Psalm 116:12 -- “What shall I render to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?”

The Graduate
Sunday service is set
for June 10, and we
would like to honor
our church family
graduates. Email the
names of the
graduates, along with
their parents’ names, the name of the school, and
their degree to the church office at
nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net by May 15, 2012.

What My Mother Taught Me
The kitchen table – where so many of life’s
important moments occur – is where the
Reverend Sharon Lee MacArthur remembers
learning to give the best away.
“My mother had turned the entire back yard
into a garden,” Sharon says, “and it was at the
kitchen table where I helped her sort the
vegetables. Neighbors and acquaintances
received the best ones – the cream of the crop.
Cousins and other extended family members
were given the ones that were not as pretty. The
vegetables that had some damage were used in
our immediate household. With my mother, I
experienced sharing our abundance. It was a
celebration of what we had and included all those
around us.”

Missions Corner
By popular demand, we will be holding a
Free-Cycling event on May 20, after worship
service on the Friendship Lanai. We ask your
help with donations of new and/or like new items
- kitchen, knick-knacks, books, clothing
and accessories, but no furniture.
This event will be a sequel to those who attended
the April Hui Hoaloha gathering to hear
professional organizer, Karen Simon talk about
decluttering. Here's your chance to bring some
of your decluttered items on May 20 and place
them on tables with signs, on your way to the
sanctuary. After worship service, be sure to
come and browse. You may find just what you
need and they're free for the taking!

Sharon describes how she took to heart that
childhood lesson of sharing, when she and her
husband first joined a church. She says, “Even
though there were no assets to speak of, we
decided to tithe. All of these wonderful things
started to happen. The idea of sharing with the
family of God had always been abstract. As I
meet other people on this journey – people in
other cultures, people of other ethnicities, and
people from other countries – it becomes more
real. I have a new definition of the family of
God. A sharing and generous heart comes much
more naturally.”

Whatever's left will be donated to the Big
Brother, Big Sisters organization. Questions?
Please contact Micki Sasaki or any Missions
Committee members.
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 737-2175
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann
Bristow’s daughter), Mike Chung, Carol Hamada,
Mack Hamada, Harris Hasegawa (Linda Kim’s
friend), Edna Ito, Leonetta Kinard (Leolinda Parlin’s
mother), Yuriko Konno, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s
son), Leslie Lum (Cliff Lum’s brother), Jose Montiel
(Susan Iha’s father), Ethel Nitta (Jo-Ann Bristow’s
mother), Florence Osumi, Rose Scharpff, Eiko
Soranaka, Terry Stone (The Children’s Center’s
Administrative Assistant), Matthew Stucke, Ezra
White, and Mayee Wong (Becky Kanenaka’s friend),
Marie Yoneshige (Sarah Swisher’s mother).

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
	

	

 Do not worry about tomorrow for
tomorrow will bring worries of its own.
Today’s trouble is enough for today.
	

 	

	

	

	

Matthew 6:34
	

Ever present caring God of yesterday,
today and tomorrow—thank you for your
presence – always at our side in times of
trouble. Along with your loving presence you
are our shelter and strength. Help us to live
today with cheerfulness and thanksgiving.
Guide us to be strong in spirit and to pray for
one another. Amen.

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

Memorial Offerings
Kent Koito - In memory of
Chiyoko Koito
George and Marge Honjiyo - In
memory of Azusa Yamamoto

Thank Offerings
Kimie Fujioka
Nobu Fujioka
Lani Hirohata
Francis and Betty Nomura
Ethel Yamaguchi
Susan Yokomoto
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Birthday Offerings
Wayne Kodama
Mary Paik
Yukiko Okumura
Francis and Betty Nomura
Frances Yano
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last
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Sunday of every
month. For the month
of February, we
collected 164 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be May
27, 2012. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Hui Hoaloha May Event
Have you ever wished you could meet a cartoonist? Attend the Hui
Hoaloha meeting on May 17 at 9:30 a.m. and meet cartoonist John J.
Murakami. His comic strip, “Generation Gap” is featured in the
Hawaii Herald - Hawaii’s Japanese American Journal. He will present
a fascinating lecture-demonstration on the art of cartooning.
Join us on Thursday, May 17, at 9:30 a.m. for a morning of food,
friends, and fun. May planners are Stanley Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Howard and Alice Ishihara.

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, May 27
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2012 Refreshments

Hui Hoaloha June Event

(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

An increasing number of home fires, identity theft and elderly abuse
cases have been reported in the newspaper in recent months. Whether
it be the loss of a home, being a victim of abuse or having your identity
stolen, it can be a devastating experience.
The good news is, IT CAN BE PREVENTED. HOW???? The
committee members are not sure either. BUT, WE"RE WILLING TO
LEARN. We invite you to learn with us on Thursday, June 21, at 9:30
a.m. in Kosasa Hall. Mr. Gary Atud of the Honolulu Fire Department
and Mr. Scott Spellina (members of the Elderly Abuse Justice Unit of
the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney) will address these issues. You
will find their talks very informative and will definitely better prepare
you to avoid these life shattering expriences.
A light lunch will be served following the program, providing an
opportunity to personally meet both speakers. Committee members:
Edith Fujihara, Shige and Mae Kimura, and Helen Pierce.
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January - Church Council
February - Board of Trustees
March - Sew Fun
April - Missions
May - Finance and Investment
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Nichigobu
December - Open

6

9 am Pentecost Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu Serv.
10:30 am Chancel Choir
5 pm Family Promise

27

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu Serv.
10:30 am Chancel Choir

20

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu Serv.
10:30 am Chancel Choir

13

9 am Communion Serv.
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu Serv.
10:30 am Chancel Choir

Sunday

5 pm Family Promise

6 pm Service of
Remembrance

8:30-10:30 am Tai Chi

8:30-10:30 am Tai Chi

8:30-10:30 am Tai Chi

Monday

28

21

14

7

5 pm Family Promise

5 pm Personnel
Committee

Tuesday

29

22

15

8

1

16

9

2

5 pm Family Promise

30

23

6:30 pm Church Council

9-12 Hui Malalma

5:30-8 pm Bible Study

5:30-8 pm Bible Study

9-12 Hui Malalma

Wednesday

10

3

5 pm Family Promise

31

24

17
9:30 am Hui Hoaloha

Thursday

25

18

11

4

Saturday

9 am Missions
Committee

June 1 - Start of Intern Program
June 3 - Start of “Play, Eat, Worship!”
June 10 - Graduate Sunday/Teacher
Appreciation/Welcome Interns
June 11 - Oﬃce Closed

26

19

8:30-1 pm ‘Aha Mokupuni
at Kailua Christian
Church

12

5

2012
8 am Diaconate Board
8 am Board of Trustees
9-11 am Sew Fun
9:30 am Board of
Christian Nurture

Planning Ahead.....

6-7:30 pm Bible Study

6-7:30 pm Bible Study

6-7:30 pm Bible Study

6-7:30 pm Bible Study

Friday

May

!
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Lectionary Readings for May
May 6 (Abiding in Love): Acts 8:26-40 • Ps 122:25-31 • 1 John 4:7-21 • John 15:1-8
May 13 (Friends Together): Acts 10:44-48 • Ps 98 • 1 John 5:1-6 • John 15:9-17
May 20 (Guided in Prayer): Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 • Ps 1 • 1 John 5:9-13 • John 17:6-19
May 27 (Spirit for All): Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14 • Ps 104:24-34, 35b • Rom 8:22-27 or
Acts 2:1-21 • John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

