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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Introducing....
Alexandria Montiel
By Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
The Internship Committee is pleased to
announce that Alexandria (Alex) Montiel will
serve as the Intern Coordinator for the 2012
College Summer Internship program. Who is
Alex? Alex is a junior at California State
University at Stanislaus majoring in English. She
is the niece of our member Susan Iha. Alex and
her brother Andres, who were visiting the Iha’s
last summer, participated in the Lana‘i Mission
Trip.

APRIL 2012
the youth coordinators,
providing program and
spiritual enrichment for youth
11-17. She also serves as the
PowerPoint coordinator at her
church.
Where is Merced? Alex
says, “It’s a small town in the
central valley of California… it’s two hours from
San Francisco… three hours from Fresno…” We
are sure to find out more about Merced and about
Alex during the summer. Alex has three siblingsAndres (17), Gabrielle (14), and Kristiana (13).
In her free time, she enjoys writing, hiking,
exercising, and blogging. Alex will begin her
work at the end of May. Welcome, Alex!

Holy Week Services
April 1 - Cantata Sunday, 9 am
April 5 - Maundy Thursday, 6 pm; 5:30
pm, Portuguese Bean Soup supper
April 6 - Good Friday, 12 pm and 6 pm
April 8 - Easter, 6 am at Halona Blow
Hole Lookout and 9 am at NCC

Alex is a member of Bear Creek Community
Church in Merced, California where she is one of
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Easter Cantata - April 1

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

“Lift Up the Cross” by Dennis and
Nan Allen is a powerful musical
offering that will be presented by the
NCC Chancel Choir during the 9:00
a.m. Palm Sunday worship service on
April 1, 2012. The cantata is directed by Russell
Ishida and narrated by Paul Yamamoto; Lori
Takeyama-Goshi, rehearsal accompanist. You
won’t want to miss this musical service! Come
early for good seats!

Church Council Highlights
for March 20, 2012
By Lori Yamashiro, Clerk

Easter Sunrise Service

1. Board of Trustees:
a. In negotiations with the Children’s
Center regarding the extension of their
contract with NCC.
b. Provided a long term projects and
repairs schedule.

Come and celebrate the Risen Christ at our
annual Easter Sunrise Service at Halona Blow
Hole Lookout. Service will begin at 6:00 a.m.
Our sisters and brothers from Hawaii Kai UCC
will, once again, join us for this special service.
Following the Sunrise Service, the 9:00 a.m.
Resurrection Service will be held at NCC. A
Touch of Brass will provide special music. All
are welcome to these worship services.

2. Diaconate Board:
Council approved the baptism of Lynn
Mochizuki and Ezekiel Wada on Easter
Sunday, April 8, and Lynn’s reception into
membership.

NCC Scholarship Applications
Now Available

3. Finance Committee:
Approved request for a chutney sale by the
Ikeda’s in July with proceeds going to the
College Summer Intern program.

By George Honjiyo, Scholarship Committee
	
   Request for NCC Scholarship for the coming
school year, commencing in the fall of 2012 for
college students and seminarians, is now being
taken. The NCC Scholarship is available for
members, children of members, and friends of
NCC. Applications are available at the church
office or may be forwarded via email. Contact
Paula Yamamoto at nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net	
  
or call 595-3935for an application. Deadline for
applications and all supporting documents is
May 31, 2012.

Meeting Changes
Beginning in April, the Church Council will
be meeting on the third Wednesday of the
month at 6:00 p.m. The Board of Trustees will
be meeting the first Saturday of the month at
8:00 a.m. in the choir room.
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Notes From the Moderator

delegate to either the ‘Aha Mokupuni or the ‘Aha
Pae‘aina.

By Becky Kanenaka, Moderator

You are probably asking yourself why should
I become a member of the Church Council? Let
me give you a few reasons. The number one
reason why you should serve on the Church
Council is because you are grateful for what
Jesus Christ had done for you. (Ephesians 2:1-5,
“As for you, you were dead in your
transgressions and sins, in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of this world and of
the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who
is now at work in those who are disobedient. All
of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were
by nature serving of wrath. But because of this
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy,
made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgression—it is by grace you have
been saved.”)

If you read my article last month, you would
recall the definition of moderator. I would like to
continue to provide you with another definition.
The online dictionary definition for the word
“council” is an assembly or theologians and
bishops and other representative of different
churches or dioceses that is convened to regulate
matters of discipline or doctrine. I really do like
the online resources that are readily available via
the world wide web. I find the online definition a
bit unclear when I relate the definition to the
Church Council.
To help you understand what the Church
Council is, I would like to first tell you about the
members. According to our by-laws, the Church
Council is made of members of the church who
serve in the following positions: Moderator, the
Vice-Moderator, the Clerks, the Treasurer, the
chairperson of each board, the three members-atlarge, a representative of each auxiliary
organization, the annual delegates, the Personnel
Committee chairperson, the Mission Committee
chairperson, and the Pastor and other
professional staff members.

Wow, by grace you have been saved. Do you
need another reason? Really? Okay, reason
number two, the Church Council has three main
focus areas for the 2012 goals. I will expand on
the three main focus areas in next month’s Caller
article. Be a part of one of the three focus areas –
finance, facilities, and program. The third reason
is Colossians 3:15, “And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were
called in one body. And be thankful.” Be a part
of this one body called the Church Council. I
hope I stirred your minds and your hearts to
consider a role. Be grateful!

The next point to help you understand the
Church Council is the role of the Church
Council. The Church Council shall be the
governing body of the Church, with full power
and authority to manage, conduct and control the
business and affairs of the Church, subject;
however, at all times to the direction and control
of the members of the Church. Now that I have
given another mouthful of definitions, roles, and
responsibilities for the Church Council, I would
like to invite all of you to consider becoming a
member of the Church Council by serving on one
of the boards or committees or as the annual
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Extravagant Generosity
Stewardship Message
“So Joseph took the body….and laid it in his own tomb.” Matthew 27:59-60
In the week beginning with Palm Sunday, the stories we read are full of people giving extravagantly.
Think about it and you see giving everywhere. Someone gives Jesus a donkey to ride into Jerusalem, a
valuable beast in that time. A woman buys expensive ointment to massage Jesus’ tired body. Someone
shares their house for Jesus and his disciples to celebrate Passover. His followers buy and prepare food
for the feast. Jesus gives them bread and tells them he will soon give his body, his blood, his life for
them. From the cross, Jesus gives the promise of forgiveness and eternal life to a thief. Then this lovely
story in Matthew of a Pharisee named Joseph risking his reputation by giving his personal tomb for
Jesus’ burial. Then, in the resurrection, God not only gave Jesus life, but in so doing gave us forgiveness
and a promise not to desert us, even when we desert God. Can there be a more extravagant gift?
How do we respond to all this generosity? It needs to be more than colored eggs and new clothes. It
needs to be more than gardens of flowers in church and Easter baskets. How do we respond to all this
generosity? With our own generous discipleship every day of our lives. Happy Easter.
Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ,
New Haven Connecticut.
	


Installation of 2012 Church Oﬃcers, February 5, 2012.
Photo courtesy of Brian Kanenaka.

4

Nu‘uanu Caller, April 2012

Vol. 55, No. 4

Youthful Service to Others
	

 The following are some impressions from our youth who attended the Youth Mission Retreat, March
18-21. The youth worked at I.H.S. (Institute for Human Services), Mohala Farm, and here at NCC.
	

 “My favorite service was at Mohala Farm. We made compost, collected eggs, fed the chickens
centipedes, and planted kalamungay trees! The best part was making organic pesto from things on the
farm (macadamia nuts, basil, arugula, garlic, olive oil, and parmesan cheese). It was awesome! Best
Pesto Pasta Ever!
	

 My second favorite part was feeding the chickens centipedes. We found the centipedes in the
compost. First, we found one about 3 inches long, but then we saw a humungus 5 inches long, 1 inch
wide centipede. Around it were small babies. Farmer Mark said that it was a mother with her babies. It
was a big one; the largest centipede I ever saw. The chickens fought over it. I want to do the Youth
Mission Retreat every single year. It is awesome!” 	

-- Matthew Chun
	

 “The Youth (Mission) Retreat was a great experience. At I.H.S. it was a little depressing, but to see
them smile was nice. We helped sort donations and helped serve lunch to the homeless. At Mohala
Farm we planted trees and collected eggs from the chickens. And at the church, we painted (the) walls
and lines on the basketball court to make it look nice. I had the best time ever!” -- Trevor Serna
	

 “The youth retreat this year was very
different from what I’ve participated in
during the past few years. For one, we had
only boys (a mom’s nightmare), and for
another, there was a significant age gap
between us. The mission work kept us
busy, for we were doing God’s work.
In three days, we worked as far as
Mohala Farms in Waialua, as far
downtown at I.H.S., and as close as church
with Hui Malama. The one thing I won’t
forget is that I managed to break the faucet
Trevor, Matthew, and Kimo at Mohala Farm.
on the corner of the Fellowship Lanai…
Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.
oops. I have to thank Wayne Kobayashi
because he helped me fix it: thanks,
Wayne! I accidentally broke the pipe, so we had to take everything off, cut off the damaged part with a
flat saw, glue the faucet back on, and then re-install everything else. If the faucet looks shorter than it
did when you saw it last week, you now know why. Hopefully, though, it’ll last at least another two
years before another clumsy seventeen-year-old comes along and breaks it again.
I want to thank Pastor Mary, Dwight, Lori, Matt, Trevor, and all the others who made these two-anda-half days possible. My other thanks go to God, whom I know is watching over me and will watch
over all youth retreats to come.” -- Kimo Akinaka
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Alice Ishihara, 737-2175
When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann
Bristow’s daughter), Mike Chung, Carol Hamada,
Mack Hamada, Harris Hasegawa (Linda Kim’s
friend), Edna Ito, Leonetta Kinard (Leolinda Parlin’s
mother), Yuriko Konno, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s
son), Leslie Lum (Cliff Lum’s brother), Jose Montiel
(Susan Iha’s father), Ethel Nitta (Jo-Ann Bristow’s
mother), Florence Osumi, Rose Scharpff, Eiko
Soranaka, Terry Stone (The Children’s Center’s
Administrative Assistant), Matthew Stucke, Sarah
Swisher, Ezra White, Mayee Wong (Becky
Kanenaka’s friend), and Azusa Yamamoto.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
	

	

 For God so loved the world that he gave
his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
Him may not perish but may have everylasting
life. John 3:16.
	

 Forever-loving and forgiving God, when
we feel overwhelmed by what life does to us,
we confess that we find it hard to see beyond
our own difficulties to how you are sending us
hope and help. Though we know we are to
keep our eyes on Jesus, we often just see our
problems. We confess to you that often when
we feel overwhelmed and burdened, we forget
that you are God-with-us. Forgive us when
we only complain about what’s wrong, rather
than thank you for what you have already
made right. When we are guilty of failing to
look beyond our own troubles to the needs of
others, remind us that we are to bear one
another’s burdens and so fulfill your will for
us. Help us to do better. Amen.

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

Memorial Offerings
Akiye Oishi - In memory of
Shizuo Oishi
Royden and Beverly Koito - In
memory of Chiyoko Koito
Teruo Kawata - In memory of
Chiyoko Koito

Thank Offerings
Fred and Ginny Takara
Thomas and Mary Oshiro
Wayne Kobayashi
Hatsuko Kino
Mr. and Mrs. Otani
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Birthday Offerings
Yuriko Konno
Taichi and Katsuko Nomi
Setsuko Takahashi
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last
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Sunday of every
month. For the month
of February, we
collected 164 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be April
29, 2012. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Hui Hoaloha April Event
Clearing The Clutter! Have you ever thought
about getting your place organized, but it is just
too overwhelming? Join us on Thursday, April
19 at 9:30 a.m. in Kibo Kan. Karen Simon from
Island Organizers will share with us ways to
reclaim some of your space and techniques to sort
out what to keep, toss or donate.
April planners are Nancy Nakao, Ethel Sasaki,
and Howard and Barbara Mau.
	


Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Apr. 29
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2012 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

Hui Hoaloha May Event

Have you ever wished you could meet a cartoonist? Attend the Hui
Hoaloha meeting on May 17 at 9:30 a.m. and meet cartoonist John J.
Murakami. His comic strip, “Generation Gap” is featured in the
Hawaii Herald - Hawaii’s Japanese American Journal. He will present
a fascinating lecture-demonstration on the art of cartooning.
Join us on Thursday, May 17, at 9:30 a.m. for a morning of food,
friends, and fun. May planners are Stanley Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Howard and Alice Ishihara.

7

January - Church Council
February - Board of Trustees
March - Sew Fun
April - Missions
May - Finance and Investment
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Nichigobu
December - Open

15

8

1

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 am Chancel Choir

29

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 am Chancel Choir

22

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 am Chancel Choir

6 am Sunrise Service
9 am Easter Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu

9 am Cantata/
Communion Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:15 Healing Service
10:45 Sabbatical Comm

Sunday

8:30-10:30 Tai Chi

8:30-10:30 Tai Chi

8:30-10:30 Tai Chi

8:30-10:30 Tai Chi

Office Closed

8:30-10:30 Tai Chi

Monday

30

23

16

9

2

24

17

10

3

Korean-American Clergy
Gathering at NCC

Tuesday

11

4

25

18

Thursday

May 12 - ‘Aha Mokupuni
May 27-June 3 - Family Promise
May 28 - Oﬃce Closed; Service
!
of Remembrance

26

19

12

5

Korean-American Clergy
Gathering at NCC

6 pm Maundy Thursday
Service; 5:30 pm
Portuguese Bean Soup
supper

Planning Ahead.....

6 pm Church Council

9-12 Hui Malama

Korean-American Clergy
Gathering at NCC

9-12 Hui Malama

Wednesday
6

13

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

27

20

Korean-American Clergy
Gathering at NCC

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

12 and 6 pm Good Friday
Services

Friday

April

14

7

5 pm I<65 Gathering

28

21

9:30 am Bd. of Christian
Nurture

8 am Diaconate Bd.
8 am Bd. of Trustees
9 am Sew Fun

Saturday

2012

!
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Lectionary Readings for April
April 1 (Into Jerusalem): (Liturgy of the Palms) Mark 11:1-11 or John 12:12-16 • Ps 118:1-2,
19-29 • (Liturgy of the Passion) Isa 50:4-9a • Ps 31:9-16 • Phil 2:5-11 • Mark 14:1-15:47 or
Mark 15:1-39, (40-47)
April 8 (Now What?): Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 25:6-9 • Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 • 1 Cor 15:1-11 or Acts
10:34-43 • John 20:1-18 or Mark 16:1-8
April 15 (Marks of Faith): Acts 4:32-35 • Ps 133 • 1 John 1:1-2:2 • John 20:19-31
April 22 (Christ Among Us): Acts 3:12-19 • Ps 4 • 1 John 3:1-7 • Luke 24:36b-48
April 29 (Enfolded by Love): Acts 4:5-12 • Ps 23 • 1 John 3:16-24 • John 10:11-18

