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NCC’s Vision Statement
(Approved at the Special Congregational
Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
open congregation of faithful Christians who
seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community and
congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

A Tale of Two Churches
By Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
In September while on vacation, I saw a lot of
church buildings; but there are two church
buildings that stand out in my memory that I
would like to describe. In St. Petersburg, we
visited Peter the Great’s summer palace – the
Peterhof Palace. At one end of this great palace is
a beautiful church-like building. It has great
gilded domes and it’s absolutely beautiful. It was
so breathtaking that I immediately began
snapping my camera. I must have taken 20
photos just of the dome of this building. When I
had finished taking the photos, I asked our guide
what kind of a church it was; and she said, in fact,
it was not exactly a church building. This
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building was built as a chapel for the Czar’s
family. It was to be used as a private family
chapel, not a church. And she went on to explain
to us that it’s been used as a museum mostly and
nothing more. I felt an emptiness when I heard
that story – the building was beautiful in its
façade; but almost hollow in its meaning.
In contrast with that great gilded dome is a
church that we saw in Qaqortoq, Greenland. It
was a very plain building. The building was so
plain that neither Dwight nor I took ANY picture
of it! But this church continues to live in my
mind because of the life in it. As we were
walking around this small town, we were drawn
to the church because we heard music coming
from there. A choir giving a little concert for the
tourists. They were singing familiar hymns in
their native Inuit language. The music drew us in
to this rather plain looking yet beautiful building
that was filled with life. It is a Lutheran church,
related to the Lutheran church in Denmark; and
when asked how many members they have, the
lay leader chuckled and said, “We are a small
town and we are the church so we are all
members. We are one family and one church.”
What a contrast between these two churches:
the great gilded domed church, once possessed by
one family as their own, is now a static museum;
and a plain looking church that is open to all and
gives life through music to travelers from around
the world.
(Continued on p. 5) - Two Churches
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will be posted on the bulletin board in the church
office, as stated in the By-Laws, and the
proposed 2012 Budget will be available at the
meeting. The 2011 Annual Report, which
includes reports from the officers, the various
boards and committees will be available at the
Annual Meeting.
According to the NCC By-Laws, only church
members may vote. Members are asked to sign
in prior to the meeting. Childcare will be
available.

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. English Service
9:30 a.m. Japanese Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

Church Council Highlights
for December 12, 2011
By Lori Yamashiro, Clerk

2012 CSI, Nu‘uanu

1. Search Committees for the part-time Japanesespeaking Minister and part-time Englishspeaking Minister positions are being set
up. The Council is giving the
congregation a little more time to submit
their pledges in order to determine what
the church can afford.
2. Work continues on the 2012 Budget.
3. Micah Goshi was approved for baptism and
membership.

By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
Based on the impact of the 2011 College
Summer Internship program, Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church has been awarded a
national grant of $12,500 to continue the
internship program for 2 more years. The grant
comes from The Fund for Theological Education
(fteleaders.org) which is an organization based in
Atlanta, GA, whose mission is to call and
cultivate a new generation of leaders to serve the
church and world. Additional funding for this
program will come from different sources,
including fundraising by Don and June Ikeda
through their chutney/jam sales. Based on the
helpful feedback from the 2011 interns, the
Internship Committee has made several changes
to the program; and the Council is committed to
supporting this program through 2013.

Annual Congregational
Meeting - January 29, 2012
This year’s Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, January 29, 2012 after church service
(approximately 10:30 a.m.) in the sanctuary. The
business items are as follows:
• Approval of the 2011 Annual Meeting
•
Minutes.
• Approval of the 2012 Nominations of
•
Officers.
• Approval of the 2012 Budget.
• Vote to extend the call of Senior Pastor Mary
Paik.

SO… the Internship Committee is NOW
accepting applications for 2012 College Summer
Interns at Nu‘uanu. There are 4 intern positions
and 1 intern coordinator position. If you are
interested, please contact Darrel Itano
(itano@hawaii.rr.com), the chair of the Internship
Committee.

A copy of the 2011 Annual Meeting minutes
will be mailed to all members with the meeting
notice. The slate of officer nominees for 2012

2

Nu‘uanu Caller, January 2012

Vol. 55, No. 1

Notes From the Moderator

Conference and our community, presently and in
the past.

By Howard Mau, Moderator

Our ministers have supported and led our
congregation with meaningful and forwardlooking ministry and worship. They have
enlivened worship and I have heard many
comments of appreciation for their ministry from
the congregation.

We are in a new year, and the world and we
look forward to a year with hope and
thanksgiving. I see hope when ordinary citizens
throughout the world express their desire to have
freedom and a better life in their countries and
communities. I give thanks and hope that 2012
will be a better year than the last, when major
natural disasters - such as the earthquake and
tsunami in Japan, the floods in southeast Asia and
the Philippines, the devastating storms and
tornadoes in the U.S. – affected so many in the
world.

I am grateful for Pastor Mary and the
message she has given the church - that the
congregation is part of the worship service. She
has encouraged more in the congregation to
participate in the service and to help the church
in other ways. Her sermons encourage us to be
better Christians and give us a better understanding of the background and meaning of the
Scriptures. She has made changes to worship
that have enhanced our service, such as having a
cantor and thanks hymn during communion. The
church has grown with new members during her
ministry.

Nuʻuanu Congregational Church has had its
share of differences the past year, but we must go
forward and work together to be a better
community of faith. There are and will be
changes to our congregation and we must
recognize them. It is the same in our personal
lives, as we have seen so many changes to
society in our lifetimes. Those of my generation
grew up without televisions or computers, but
these devices are so much a part of modern life
that we cannot imagine being without them. So
it is with our church. We need to provide a
meaningful place of worship for all and accept
and go forward to meet the needs of a changing
society. We are family and we must help and
support each other. We should accept all who
wish to worship with us.

I am grateful to Pastor Ede for her assistance
and support to Pastor Mary and the congregation
in the youth and young adult ministry and her
help with the Board of Christian Nurture.
I am grateful to Eiko-sensei for her ministry
to the church members who desire to worship in
the Japanese language.
And I am grateful to the congregation and to
all who volunteer and serve the church in so
many ways. Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Nuʻuanu is known as a progressive and
contributing member of the United Church of
Christ, both locally and nationally. Members of
our congregation serve on the staff and as
volunteers with the Oahu Association, the
Hawai‘i Conference and the national office of the
United Church of Christ. I am proud of the
contributions and support these and other
members of our church have made to our

I look forward to a great New Year for all as
Nuʻuanu continues its ministry to its members,
our community and the greater world. You will
have a new Moderator and Church Council at the
end of January; please give them your support
and help because they volunteer their time to
serve you. Blessings.
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tables	
  was	
  special	
  and,	
  of	
  course,	
  the	
  visit	
  
from	
  our	
  special	
  guest	
  (Santa	
  Claus)	
  was	
  fun.	
  	
  
The	
  gifts/gift	
  cards/money	
  that	
  was	
  donated	
  
has	
  been	
  distributed	
  to	
  Transition	
  House	
  and	
  
Family	
  Promise.	
  	
  

Lectionary Bible Study
We would like to thank Chester Naka for
faithfully leading the Friday evening Lectionary
Bible Study during 2011. The class is currently
on a short break and will resume on January 13,
2012 at 6 p.m. in room 206. All are welcome!

	
   An	
  added	
  event	
  to	
  our	
  Advent	
  Celebration	
  
this	
  year	
  was	
  the	
  Pearl	
  Harbor	
  Cruise/
Caroling	
  event.	
  	
  It	
  was	
  a	
  great	
  time	
  to	
  cruise	
  
around	
  the	
  harbor,	
  sing	
  Christmas	
  carols	
  and	
  
see	
  the	
  ships	
  and	
  submarines	
  all	
  decorated.	
  	
  
And	
  in	
  case	
  you	
  did	
  not	
  go	
  because	
  you	
  were	
  
afraid	
  of	
  getting	
  sea	
  sick,	
  just	
  talk	
  to	
  Lori.	
  	
  She	
  
made	
  the	
  trip	
  and	
  did	
  not	
  even	
  turn	
  green!!

Mission:1	
  Update

By	
  Pastor	
  Ede	
  Steele,	
  Minister	
  for	
  Parish	
  Life
	
   Thank	
  you	
  very	
  much	
  to	
  all	
  who	
  
participated	
  in	
  the	
  Mission:1	
  project.	
  	
  Through	
  
all	
  your	
  efforts,	
  we	
  were	
  able	
  to	
  raise	
  more	
  
than	
  $640,	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  that	
  amount	
  by	
  the	
  
keiki	
  reading	
  their	
  Bible	
  Stories.	
  	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  
the	
  money	
  that	
  was	
  given,	
  120	
  letters	
  were	
  
written	
  to	
  Congress	
  to	
  help	
  reform	
  U.S.	
  foreign	
  
aid	
  to	
  make	
  it	
  more	
  effective	
  in	
  reducing	
  
hunger	
  and	
  poverty.	
  	
  We	
  also	
  collected	
  over	
  
300	
  pounds	
  of	
  food	
  that	
  was	
  donated	
  to	
  River	
  
of	
  Life	
  Mission.	
  	
  Thank	
  you	
  for	
  being	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  
this	
  project.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  through	
  the	
  joining	
  of	
  our	
  
efforts	
  with	
  the	
  wider	
  Church	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  
truly	
  spread	
  God’s	
  love	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  

	
   Thank	
  you,	
  all,	
  for	
  making	
  Advent	
  so	
  
special.	
  	
  Can’t	
  wait	
  until	
  next	
  year!

Hui Hoaloha February Event
Former State House of Representative
Majority Floor Leader Blake Oshiro, who
recently was assigned to the post of the
governor’s Deputy Chief of Staff, will be the
guest speaker on Wednesday, February 8, 2012.
He will be speaking on “Death With Dignity,”
which is being looked at the legislative level.

Advent	
  Mahalo

By	
  Pastor	
  Ede	
  Steele,	
  Minister	
  for	
  Parish	
  Life

Hui Hoaloha’s annual business meeting will
be held on the same day, beginning at 9:30 a.m.
in Kosasa Hall. This will be the 20th anniversary
of the Hui’s establishment. The February
committee is made up of Alice Kimoto, Wayne
Kobayashi, Yuriko Konno, Mary Oshiro, and
Joyce Uyehara.

	
   Thank	
  you	
  to	
  all	
  who	
  made	
  Advent	
  such	
  a	
  
wonderful	
  season	
  this	
  year.	
  	
  Participants	
  of	
  
the	
  Intergenerational	
  Sunday	
  School	
  enjoyed	
  
making	
  Advent	
  wreaths,	
  wrote	
  cards	
  that	
  
were	
  sent	
  to	
  27	
  people,	
  and	
  decorated	
  cookies.	
  	
  
Not	
  only	
  did	
  we	
  enjoy	
  decorating	
  cookies,	
  but	
  
Sandy	
  Satogata	
  and	
  Ethel	
  Yamaguchi	
  took	
  
their	
  supplies	
  on	
  Saturday	
  night	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  
Family	
  Promise	
  families	
  could	
  decorate	
  
cookies.	
  	
  Thank	
  you,	
  Sandy	
  and	
  Ethel,	
  for	
  
giving	
  of	
  your	
  time	
  to	
  help	
  our	
  families	
  feel	
  
special.	
  	
  

Church School - Jan. 8, 2012
By Pastor Ede Steele, Minister of Parish Life
I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and
New Year celebration. Church School will begin
again on Sunday, January 8. We look forward
to seeing everyone back .

	
   The	
  Christmas	
  Luncheon	
  was	
  a	
  success.	
  	
  
The	
  food	
  was	
  ono,	
  fellowship	
  around	
  the	
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Bear-y Christmas Gifts
By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
	
   Mahalo to the Sew Fun ladies and the
College Summer Interns for making these
beautiful Christmas bears. They were shared
with Family Promise families, Transition House
families, and with the keiki at Lana‘i Union
Church, bringing delight to keiki across the state!
Thank you!

Two Churches (Cont’d. from p. 1)
As we welcome 2012 and the 127th year of
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, who will we be
like – a private museum-chapel or a lively
singing church? A church beautiful only in
façade or a church full of life in its mission?
May we have the courage to be Christ’s church.

Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.

Lutheran church in Qaqortoq, Greenland.
Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.

Office Help Needed
Paula Yamamoto will be on vacation
February 8-23, 2012. Volunteers are needed to
do light office work, i.e., answering the
telephone, folding bulletins, etc. Please see
Paula if you are able to help out. Mahalo!

Dome of Peterhof Palace in St. Petersburg.
Photo courtesy of Pastor Mary Paik.
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 55, No. 1

Sunday of every
month. For the month
of October, we
collected 42 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be
January 29, 2012. Monetary
donations accepted, too. Checks
may be made to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with
Hawai‘i Food Bank on the memo
line. Mahalo.

Brighter Holidays for Many
By Judy Keith, Missions Committee
Thank you for helping to make the holidays brighter for many in
our community. Five large boxes of toiletries, including a huge box of
underwear and socks, were delivered to River of Life Mission. Over
five hundred dollars was donated, which went towards gift cards to
places like Walmart, Jamba Juice, Starbucks, Burger King, Longs
Drugs, and McDonald’s for Transition House and Family Promise. And
there were many toys, including stuffed bears made by the Sew Fun
group (see related article on p. 5). The generosity you have displayed
is greatly appreciated by the Missions Committee and the people at
River of Life, Family Promise, and Transition House.

In Loving Memory
Margaret Akiko Kealoha, our oldest member, recently passed
away on November 30, 2011. Born on August 10, 1911, Margaret was
100 years old when she died. Margaret is the sister-in-law of the late
Yoroku Fukuda, Mildred Tsukamoto and Ruth Otake. She is survived
by many loving nieces and nephews, including Annette Okawa. Our
prayers and condolences go out to her family at this time. A public
memorial service will be held at 10:30 a.m. on January 10, 2012 at the
Mauka Chapel at Mililani Memorial Park.
Editor’s Note: I often wondered why Margaret’s last name was
Kealoha and not Fukuda, since her husband, Yasunori Fukuda, was the
brother of Yoroku, Mildred, and Ruth. It was revealed to me that
Yasunori worked in Korea for many years, and during that period in
history, decided to change his name to Allison Kealoha.
6

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Jan. 29
The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
For October, $170.36
was collected. Proceeds
go toward Hui
Malama.

2012 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Board of Trustees
March - Sew Fun
April - Missions
May - Christian Nurture
June - Finance
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Church School
December - Open
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Alice Ishihara, 737-2175
When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Kimiko Bristow-Canfield (Jo-Ann
Bristow’s daughter), Todd Bristow, Mike Chung,
Carol Hamada, Mack Hamada, Harris Hasegawa
(Linda Kim’s friend), Edna Ito, Steve Ito, Leonetta
Kinard (Leolinda Parlin’s mother), Yuriko Konno,
Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet Kurokawa, Michael
Kurokawa (Janet Kurokawa’s son), Leslie Lum (Cliff
Lum’s brother), Jose Montiel (Susan Iha’s father),
Ethel Nitta (Jo-Ann Bristow’s mother), Florence
Osumi, Rose Scharpff, Eiko Soranaka, Terry Stone
(The Children’s Center’s Administrative Assistant),
Matthew Stucke, Sarah Swisher, Ezra White, Mayee
Wong (Becky Kanenaka’s friend), and Azusa
Yamamoto.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
	

 “Trust in him at all times, O people; pour
out your heart before him; God is a refuge for
us. Psalm 62:8
	

 O God, we call upon you; we ask that you
hear our prayer. We know we don’t always
live up to your expectations; and often we
don’t live up to our own expectations.
Forgive us for how we fail you, ourselves and
others. God of many second chances, help us
to change our ways, like Jonah, help us to turn
our minds around that we may live in
gratitude to your faithfulness. Give us
courage to change our minds and to begin
anew, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(From: “Prayer of Confession,” NCC Sunday Worship,
July 31, 2011.)

	

 “Hear our prayer, O Lord 	

 When we call answer us 	

 Hear our prayer, O Lord 	

 Come and listen to us.”
	

 Guide us as we enter the New Year. May
we be full of joy and gladness in our hearts to
continue to serve you. Amen.

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer Corner by the individual, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry coordinators if you want you name included or
deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

Memorial Offerings

Birthday Offerings
Paul and Paula Yamamoto
Shirley Yamamoto
Edith Fujihara
Lily Fujita
Florence Mukai

Thank Offerings
Donald and Julia Nakamura
Chikako Yamashiro
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15

8

1

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 Annual Cong. Mtg.

29

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 Chancel Choir
10:30 Dollars and Sense
5 pm Youth/Parents

22

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 Chancel Choir
10:30 Dollars and Sense

9 am Worship Service
9 am Church School
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:30 Chancel Choir
11:30 Lana‘i Mission
Team Reunion

9 am Communion Serv
9:30 am Nichigobu
10:15 Healing Service

Sunday

8:30 am Tai Chi

8:30 am Tai Chi

Office Closed

8:30 am Tai Chi

Office Closed

Monday

30

23

16

9

2

6:30 Church Council

Tuesday

31

24

17

10

3

Hui Malama

25

18

11

4

Thursday

26

19

12

5

Friday

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

6 pm Lectionary Bible
Study

February 5 - Installation of Oﬃcers
February 20 - Oﬃce Closed
February 22 - Ash Wednesday Services
February 25 - Church Leaders’ Event

Planning Ahead.....

Wednesday

January

27

20

13

6

9 am Bd of Trustees
9 am Hone Visitation
Workshop

8 am Diaconate Bd
9:30 am Christian
Nurture Bd

Saturday

28

21

14
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Lectionary Readings for January
January 1 (Called to Gift): Isa 61:10-62:31 • Ps 148 • Gal 4:4-7 • Luke 2:22-40 (or the
readings for Epiphany) • Isa 60:1-6 • Ps 72:1-7, 10-14 • Eph 3:1-12 • Matt 2:1-12
January 8 (New Beginnings): Gen 1:1-5 • Ps 29 • Acts 19:1-7 • Mark 1:4-11
January 15 (Called and Recalled): 1 Sam 3:1-10 (11-20) • Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 • 1 Cor 6:12-20
• John 1:43-51
January 22 (Moving Forward): Jonah 3:1-5, 10 • Ps 62:5-12 • 1 Cor 7:29-31 • Mark 1:14-20
January 29 (With Authority): Deut 18:15-20 • Ps 111 • 1 Cor 8:1-13 • Mark 1:21-28

