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! NCC’s Vision Statement
!
! (Approved at the Special Congregational
! Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
! Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
! open congregation of faithful Christians who
! seek to:
! • affirm all persons as children of God;
! • respond to the needs of the community and
! congregation;
! • respect all views and ideas;
! • make and nurture disciples; and
! • spread God’s word using our talents and
! resources.
!
!
Signs From God

By Mari Yoshida, College Summer Intern

!

When the start of the internship came near, I
got an email from Lori Yamashiro, asking if I
would be interested in volunteering in the
Children’s Center that is located at the church
here in Nu‘uanu. Right then and there, I knew
that this internship came at a perfect time. I was
in the midst of receiving my degree in Child and
Adolescent Development, and I have had some
experiences in the preschool setting. However, I
have begun to close myself off from wanting to
pursue this career, for I believed that this wasn’t
suited for me. Though I love kids, I felt that I
simply wouldn’t be able to do the tasks of a head
teacher on a day to day basis. But there I was,
literally staring at the email, thinking it was a sign
from God to give this experience one more try. I
was hesitant at first, but I accepted the offer. And
so far, it has been great!
(Continued on p. 3 - Signs)

In applying to this College Summer
Internship, I had little knowledge of the specific
duties that will be asked of me. All I knew for
sure is that this internship was meant for
individuals who may be lost in their way and
trying to figure things out, or is looking to better
themselves...whether it is for your own personal
growth in faith, ministry, or leadership. I, for
one, felt very intrigued by this program because I
am one of those lost individuals who is looking to
both find out what God’s plan is for me, and to
grow into a more faithful and confident person.
Photo courtesy of Paula Yamamoto.
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Report of a Council Action
from April 15 Meeting

! Worship Schedule
! 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
! 1st Sunday of the month:

!

In April, Pastor Mary was nominated by the
Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to serve on the
General Assembly Nominating Committee of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). On Friday,
June 20, she was elected by the General
Assembly. At the April Council meeting, the
Council granted permission for her to serve on
this committee and determined that the time she
serves on the committee would be considered as
part of her ministry.

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

Church Council Highlights
for June 17, 2014
By Lori Yamashiro, Clerk

!

The following actions were taken by
the Church Council:

!

!

The General Assembly Nominating
Committee (GANC) is a sixteen- member
committee composed of teaching elders
(pastors), ruling elders (ordained lay leaders),
and church members from each of the sixteen
synods of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
The GANC is tasked with ensuring the careful
nominations of persons to thirty national level
agencies, boards, commissions, and committees
in the denomination.

1. Allocation of the following amounts
from each endowment fund:
• NCC Endowment Fund: $8,000.
(for 2015)
• Obata Endowment Fund: $20,500.
(for 2014)
• Woods Scholarship Fund: $7,500.
(for 2014).
Allocate for 2015:
• Obata Endowment Fund: $20,500.
• Woods Scholarship Fund: $7,500.

!

Serving on this committee, Pastor Mary can
expect to spend 15-20 days per year on emails,
telephone calls, and record keeping. The
majority of the work of the GANC is done
electronically. Once a year, the committee
meets “onsite” for a 3-day meeting.

!

In order for all three funds to have
comparable and parallel processes, the
allocation for each fund be determined,
recommended, and concurred by the third
quarter of the previous year (September 30).

!

!

The Council notes the significant role Pastor
Mary will play in the life of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) and congratulates her on this
election.

2. Approved study leave (October 30-November
2) and vacation (November 3-10) for Pastor
Mary.

!

!

3. Approved Kristen Young as Youth Ministry
Intern to serve from September 1, 2014 to May
31, 2015; and authorized Board of Christian
Nurture to seek a second Youth Ministry Intern to
serve for the same time period.
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Signs - (Continued from p. 1)

Honjiyo, Mae Au, Mary Ann Saito, and Alice
Ishihara.

!

I have gotten to observe and interact with the
children of all three classrooms: Room 1, which
consists of 2-3 year olds; Room 2, which has 3-4
year olds; and Room 4, which includes the 4-5
year olds. In this short time that I’ve been here,
the children have grown to see me as a teacher to
them--as Miss Mari. The teachers and the
director, Miss Jo-Ann, have welcomed me with
open arms, and have been so kind to include me
this summer.

We met the group at 15 Craigside where the
group of ladies explained the ‘Ohana Ministry.
We learned that the members of ‘Ohana
Ministry organize a list of Nu‘uanu members
who could use company, prayer and encouragement due to being home bound, in nursing care,
or in the hospital, and schedule visits with the
individuals. Each of us was paired with one of
the ladies to accompany them on visitations to
experience the ministry first hand. I had the
pleasure of being assigned to accompany Alice
Ishihara on her visits.

!

I still can’t get over how excited I am when I
see the children at the center, and especially how
the children excitedly welcome my presence
every single time I come to volunteer. Is this a
sign from God that this is my calling? We will
see. All I know is that God sent me here for a
reason. If not to show me my calling, then
maybe it’s to learn from the children. To learn
that I, too, can embrace new experiences into my
life and welcome them with open arms instead of
closing them off. In this internship, I have
learned that signs from God are everywhere -either visible and right in front of your face, or
not so visible and right under your nose where
you can barely see.

!

Later that same week, Alice and Howard
Ishihara and myself went on a visitation. On
our way to visit the church member, Alice and
Howard told me a little about her current
situation. Learning that she had lost her
husband a few years pervious and has recently
declined into dementia, worried me as to how
our visit would go. However, meeting and
talking with her was such an enjoyable time!
Learning about her and sharing a little bit about
myself with her really shed a different light on
dementia; it does not take away her sweet
(Continue on p. 4 - Visitation)

!

Sharing God’s Love
By Mindy Bullock, College Summer Intern

!

During my internship so far, I have
experienced many different ministries. Some
carried out through the church, such as Hui
Malama and others through outside
organizations, such as the Lantern Floating
Hawaii ceremony hosted by Shinnyo-en
Buddhist order of Hawaii and Na Lei Aloha
foundation. One ministry, however, has made a
larger impact on my heart, Nu‘uanu’s ‘Ohana
Ministry. This past month, my fellow interns
and myself had the opportunity to learn about
the ministry through its members: Marge

Photo courtesy of Kimo Akinaka.
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Kibo Kan Water Fountain

Christmas In July

By Howard Mau, Board of Trustees Chair

By Andres Montiel, College Summer Intern

A new water fountain was installed in
Kosasa Hall on Tuesday, June 3, thanks to a
generous donation from Ray Miyamoto and the
coordination of Fred Takara.

Are you too excited for Christmas? Can't
wait another 6 months? Well, you're in luck!
On Sunday, July 13th, we will be having our
annual Christmas in July. Come Join us at
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
for some Christmas worship, and
of course, SNOW after the
service!!! This will be an
extremely fun event that you will
not want to miss, so bring your
snow clothes and come join us for a little
Christmas in July!

!

!

The fountain in the gym has been out of
commission for over a month, after a user of the
gym discovered and notified the office that it
was leaking. The fountain was originally
installed when Kibo Kan was built and had been
repaired several times by Hui Malama. Domo
arigato gozaimasu, Ray.

!

!

On that Sunday, we will also be collecting
the United Church of Christ Christmas Fund,
one of five UCC special mission offerings. This
offering goes to the Pension Board for it’s
Ministerial Assistance program to provide
assistance to retired pastors. Let us contribute
generously to assist the faithful servants of God.
Checks may be written to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with “Christmas in
July” in the memo.

Rachel Wong Performs in D.C.
By Paula Yamamoto

!

Rachel Wong, daughter of Ricky and
Donnie Ann Wong, and granddaughter of Julia
and the late Donald Nakamura, travelled with
the cast of “Honu by the Sea” to Capitol Hill
last month. The Smithsonian National Museum
of Natural History hosted two performances of
“Honu” on June 11 during the Ocean Week
celebration. This is Rachel’s third summer
performing in this production. Rachel just
completed her first year at Ithaca College,
majoring in musical theater.

!
!

Visitation - (Continued from p. 3)

!

demeanor and smile. I may have answered the
same questions more than once, but our
conversation brightened my day! The
visitation was a wonderful experience;
companionship is one of the best gifts to share
with others, even for those who can’t
remember. It is something that feeds your
spirit, and with God’s will, the spirits of those
you share with.

!

“Honu,” written by Johnson Enos, is a
fantasy musical about a young boy name Kainoa
who finds a magical sea star. Kainoa makes a
wish, and his wish is granted. His wish is to
spend a day underwater, and in doing so, he
becomes friends with the sea creatures. He
learns of their plight in the ocean and how their
habitat is being destroyed by careless human
beings. The musical is about friendship,
partnership, and the importance of keeping the
ocean environment clean.

!
!
!

!
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A Letter of Appreciation

Thank you once again. May the Peace of
Christ be with you all.

!
To the Nu‘uanu Congregational Church Ohana:
!

!

I wanted to express my sincere appreciation
for your kind thoughts during my recent
hospitalization for Guillain Barre Syndrome.
Your thoughts, prayers, and good wishes
certainly helped me get through the most difficult
parts of my recovery. Thank you for taking the
time to visit with me while I was at the
Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific as well as
for your overall support. I also want to say thank
you to the Sew Fun group for the beautiful quilt
that they created.

With warmest Aloha,
Mark Au

!
!

Thank You for Your Support!
By Lia Yamashiro
Thank you, to the Nu’uanu congregation, for
your wonderful support, bringing your dirty cars,
and your generous donations at last Sunday’s car
wash! Special thanks to all who volunteered and
helped keep the project running despite the slow
start. Those who donated sponges, squeegees,
buckets, towels, and chamois, thank you very
much! Without those tools, we would not have
been able to wash or dry anything. Lynn
Mochizuki, Susan Iha, and Aunty Vicky
Montiel, thank you for working as cashiers and
providing lunch for the workers. Thank you also,
Lance Goya, Paul Yamamoto, and Eileen
Ogasawara-Chun for moving the cars. And
thank you to all the youth who washed and dried
with the interns.

!

I was released from inpatient therapy at
Rehab Hospital on May 14. I have been
attending outpatient therapy since then
approximately twice a week, and should soon be
concluding my treatment. I have been fortunate
enough to regain my ability to walk, although I
still have some lingering nerve sensitivity in my
fingers and toes. For the most part, I am able to
walk without either a walker or cane, but still
need to be careful as I tire out quickly if I am on
my feet for extended periods of time. I continue
to work out daily to strengthen my body and
work on my endurance. I hope to soon be
cleared to drive and return to work. Although
there is no guarantee that I will recover
completely, my doctors and I remain hopeful that
I will do so with time. God is truly good and no
matter what, He will carry me through this.

!

Thank you once again for your support of me
and my family. Although we may not see you
folks as often, we are grateful for your friendship
and love. Believe me, it is very much
appreciated and we feel the same about everyone
at NCC. Throughout it all, God has been and
continues to be, very good to all of us.

Front row: Mindy, Lia, Mari. Back row:
Andres and Kimo. Photo courtesy of Dwight
Morita.

!
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Nichigobu Congregation News

Vice President; June Nishimura, Secretary;
Stanley Kamita, Treasurer; Shirley Miyamoto,
Vice Treasurer; Arthur Goto, Nichigobu
Representative to the Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church Council, and also for his pro bono
services; Ayako Iwaoka for her leadership and
encouragement to read and study the Bible,
presently on Book of Revelation; Fumiko and
Stanley Kamita, June Nishimura for
continuing visitation to the homebound, in
skilled nursing home, et al. Praise the Lord!

By Dorothy Kusumoto
For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, I am there among
them. Mathew 18:20, New Revised
Standard Version

!

Nichigobu Maui Mission
The Nichigobu (Japanese-speaking) Maui
Mission group is grateful for the prayers,
donations and support for the one-day trip to
Kahului, Maui on Sunday, June 29, 2014.
Katherine Toda, long time member of Kahului
Union Church, offered to drive the church van
and accompany the Mission group to places on
the itinerary. Tea time with Pastor Stephen
Kanai and members of the Kahului Nichigobu
congregation included Mae Murabayashi’s
donation of mochi from Nisshodo Candy Store
and Hanako “Hankie” Kuniyoshi’s ono lemon
crunch cookies. At the 9 a.m. joint communion
service, Norman Osumi’s gift of his recently
released book, “Today’s Thought” Rev Paul
Osumi: the Man and His Message was
presented to Kahului Union Church.

!

Memorial Gifts (Continued on p. 8)

!

IMO Donald Nakamura:
Howard and Barbara Mau
Howard and Alice Ishihara
Jean Chun
George and Marge Honjiyo
Julia Nakamura
Robert and Velma Akinaka
Frances Ito

!

IMO Nobu Fujioka:
Kimie Fujioka
Stuart Fujioka
Mary Oshiro
Frances Ito

After lunch, the Mission group visited
Japanese-speaking residents at Hale Makua, a
skilled nursing facility in Wailuku. Gift bags,
stitched by June Nishimura and assisted by
Ayako Iwaoka, filled with June’s homemade
baked goods were presented to the residents.
Knitted caps by Katsumi Nomi, two lap
blankets from the Sew Fun group, new and used
puzzles collected by Julia Nakamura for the
residents were also donated. The Nichigobu
Maui Mission itinerary concluded with a tour of
Alii Kula Lavender Farm.

!

IMO Betty Nomura:
Francis Nomura and Sherri Achiu
Alton Nomura
Frances Ito

!

!
In Loving Memory
!

Our deepest condolences go out to the
family of the late Yukimichi Watanabe. Mr.
Watanabe passed away on June 4, 2014 at the
age of 92. Private service.

Domo arigato (thank you very much) to
caring officers of Nichigobu Support Group for
prayers and support for the Maui Mission:
Muneo Hamada, President; Miles Yamabe,

6
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Deadline for Articles

!

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 57, No. 7
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of May, we
collected 86 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be July
27, 2014. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Hui Ho‘aloha July Event

!

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

!

Bring your items on
Sunday, July 27

!

The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

The Hui Hoaloha fellowship group will meet on Thursday, July 17,
2014 at 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. in Kosasa Hall. The topic will be about
"Care of Your Hair.” Joanie Rossiter, the Director of Paul Mitchell the
School Honolulu, and her team will speak and present demonstrations.
Come and join us for an informational and enjoyable meeting and
lunch. July planners are: Dot Hosoda, Ginny and Fred Takara, and
Ethel Yamaguchi.

!
Hui Ho‘aloha August Event
!

2014 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

On August 14 at 9:30 a.m. in Kosasa Hall, the Japanese Cultural
Center of Hawaii (JCCH) will present a lecture and slide show about
the Honouliuli internment camp. Save the time and date. Details will
follow in the August Caller. August planners are: Bow Chu Goto,
Istuko Kaneshiro, Helen Pierce, Lillian Sakane, and Joyce Uyehara.

7

!

January - Church Council
February - Missions
March - Nichigobu
April - Sew Fun
May - Board of Trustees
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Committees
December - Youth
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483

When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Ann Akama, Mark Au, Kimiko BristowCanfield, Carol Hamada, Mack Hamada, Edna Ito,
Fumiko Kamita, Leonetta Kinard, Yuriko Konno,
Minnie Kosasa, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Ethel
Nitta, Florence Osumi, Eiko Soranaka, Terry Stone,
Matthew Stucke, Mayee Wong, and Marie
Yoneshige.

!

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer
Corner by the individual, family members or friend.
Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry
coordinators if you want your name included or deleted.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

!

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; for his steadfast love endures
forever.
1 Chronicles 16:34

!

Loving God, surround us with your
love and patience when we find it
difficult to sit still and listen for your
voice. May we feel your loving arms
around us. Help us to live each day
with joy and thanksgiving. All we
have needed your hand has provided.
Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Mary Oshiro
Nancy Nakao

!

Thanks Offerings
Nancy Nakao

!

Memorial Offerings
Shirley Yamamoto - IMO Clyde
Yamamoto
Helen Pierce - IMO Hamako
and Tokutaro Hirota

Mary Oshiro - IMO “Prince”
Oshiro
Melvin and Joyce Uyehara IMO Mark Uyehara
Paul and Paula Yamamoto IMO David H.C. Pang
Dorothy Nakagawa - IMO
Mutsuo Nakagawa
Frances Miyamoto - IMO
Natsue Suzuki and Kenneth
Miyamoto
Lucille Sato - IMO Edwin Sato

8

Mae Murabayashi - IMO Guy
Matsuwaki and Bill Kusumoto
Edith Yamada - IMO
Yoshitsugu Yamada
Dorothy Kusumoto - IMO Bill
Kusumoto
Fred and Ginny Takara
Howard and Alice Ishihara
Betty Morikawa
Sybil Seto
Flora Oshima
(Continued on p. 6)
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29

20

27
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
4:00 PM Vesper Service

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

Lanai Mission Trip
Caller Deadline

13
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Christmas in July
Snow Day
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
4:00 PM Vesper Service

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

Family Camp

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
4:00 PM Vesper Service

Sunday

July 2014

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Monday

28

21

14

7

30

6:00 PM Council

Tuesday

29

22

15

8

1

5:30 PM VocationCARE

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:30 PM VocationCARE

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:30 PM VocationCARE

Wednesday

30

23

16

9

2

31

24

17

10

3

Friday
Family Camp
Office Closed

Aug. 3- College Summer Interns’
last day
Aug. 15 - Statehood Day holiday

Planning Ahead.....

9:30 AM Hui Hoaloha

Thursday

1

25

18

11

4
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26

19

12

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

1:30 PM Leaders' Forum

Saturday

!
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To discontinue receiving the
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church oﬃce at 595-3935.
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Lectionary Readings for July
July 6: Gen 24:35-38, 42-49, 58-67 • Ps 45;10-17 or Song of Sol 2:8-13 or • Zech 9:9-12 • Ps
145:8-14 • Rom 7:15-25a or Matt 11:16-19, 25-30

!

July 13: Gen 25:19-34 • Ps 119:105-112 or • Isa 55:10-13 • Ps 65:(1-8), 9-13 • Rom 8:1-11 • Matt
13:1-9, 18-23

!

July 20: Gen 28:10-19a • Ps 139:1-12, 23-24 or Wisd of Sol 12:13, 16-19 or Isa 44:6-8 • Ps
86:11-17 • Rom 8:12-25 • Matt 13:24-30, 36-43

!

July 27: Gen 29:15-28 • Ps 105:1-11, 45b or Ps 128 or 1Kings 3:5-12 • Ps 119:129-136 • Rom
8:26-39 • Matt 13:31-33, 44-52

!
!
!
!
!

