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! NCC’s Vision Statement
!
! (Approved at the Special Congregational
! Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
! Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
! open congregation of faithful Christians who
! seek to:
! • affirm all persons as children of God;
! • respond to the needs of the community and
! congregation;
! • respect all views and ideas;
! • make and nurture disciples; and
! • spread God’s word using our talents and
! resources.
!
!
Becoming Thin Places

By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor

!

Have you ever been somewhere you just
FELT and you KNEW that God was there?

!

5th Century Christians living in Scotland and
Ireland had a way of describing places like this.
They called these place “Thin places.” A "thin
place" - according to Celtic spirituality - is a
location where the boundary between heaven and
earth collapse and so God is experienced directly.
A place where God’s presence is palpable; A
place that just feels holy; Where God's
transformative powers are most effective. A place
where we, like Jacob, might wake up and say,

“Surely, God is in this place and I did not know
it!” (Gen. 28:16)

!

Four years ago, we embarked on a journey
and discovered a thin place. In 2011, 15 of us
traveled to Lana‘i to conduct our first Vacation
Bible School for the keiki there. And as we have
returned year after year, we have heard stories of
how Lana‘i has become a thin place for so many
of the participants.
•	

 On grad Sunday this year, Kym Kanenaka
shared with us how Lana‘i changed her
life. Kym discovered gratitude on Lana‘i.
•	

 Last year, Kerric Yamashiro shared with
us that on Lana‘i, he discovered how fun
church could be!
•	

 At Family Camp this year, Lia Yamashiro
shared with us that on Lana‘i, she learned
to open up to God through the children
there.
Lana‘i has certainly become a thin place for us
where the presence of God is felt keenly. The
participants feel the presence of God in the midst
of the tall pine trees, in the midst of the quietness
of Lana‘i City, in the midst of the smiles of the
children there.

!

But what is amazing to me about our mission
trips to Lana‘i is that Lana‘i is a place where our
young people learn to become thin places
themselves! On Lana‘i, our youth and young

!

(Continued on p. 2 - Thin Places)
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!
!
Worship Schedule
!
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
!
1st Sunday of the month:
! 9:00 a.m.
Communion Service
!
10:15 a.m. Healing Service
!
!
Thin Places - (Continued from p. 1)
!

thin places. May we learn from the young
people among us as we, too, dare to become thin
places.

!
!
!
!

Stewardship Sunday

adults become thin places through which the
children of Lana‘i come to know God. This year
was no different. Through Lia, Andres, Henry,
Joyce, Mari, Micah, Kimo, Paula, Mindy, Lori,
Dwight, Welina, and Kristen, both children and
adults met God during Vacation Bible School at
Lana‘i Union Church, July 21-25.

!

August 17, 2014

The 2015 Stewardship Campaign is

!

One of the most poignant moments of our
time there was when Henry would lead a song
with the children who would arrive early. VBS
started at 9 a.m. but on most mornings, children
began arriving at 8:30. So Henry would sit with
his guitar, engage in conversation with the
children, and he taught them a song about
swimming in the river of life. The children
loved doing the hand motions with the song.
Then on Sunday morning following the Mission
Trip, Henry shared with the congregation that
this is a song that his father used to sing with the
children at his church. Henry shared that his
father passed away in September of 2013 and
that “by teaching that song to the children on
Lana‘i, I was sharing my dad with the children
there and I feel like I left a part of my dad on
Lana‘i.” Henry became a thin place through
which the children experienced God’s love and
joy. And whenever we are open and vulnerable
to the leading of the spirit, we, too, can become

!

We are blessed at Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with a beautiful campus, brothers and
sisters in Christ who share their hospitality, a
senior pastor who encourages and nurtures us
spiritually, and programs that teach our youth and
young adults to be leaders.

!

I encourage you to reflect on the abundant
blessings that God has bestowed upon you, and
prayerfully consider how you, in return, can be a
blessing to others through your pledge. Pledge
cards for 2015 will be sent out the first week of
August.

!
Blessings,
!

Becky Kanenaka
2015 Stewardship Chair
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We Are All Equal

capable of treating each other as equals. That
whatever the difference, be it age, maturity, race,
etc., we are all equal. As human beings and as
God’s children.

By Lia Yamashiro, College Summer Intern

!

The internship has helped me to open my
eyes to God and all the wonders of the Lord that
I otherwise would have missed. The subtle
lessons that say we are all God’s children and
that we are equal in this unending love that God
gives to us.

!
!

Christmas In July
By Andres Montiel, College Summer Intern

!

!

On Sunday, July 13th, Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church had our annual
Christmas in July! With six truck beds worth of
snow from United Fishing Agency, it was
impossible for the event to be anything but a
success! Christmas in July had not only youth
from Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, but also
from The Children's Center! This event is,
hopefully, the beginning of a wonderful
partnership with the young kids there, as we
explore different ways to open the doors to new
communities at NCC and continue the church's
dedicated investment into youth.

One of the activities the interns took part in
this summer was accompanying The Children’s
Center classes to Ala Moana Beach Park. We
were there as additional chaperones and also
playmates for the children. Everyone who
attended the field trip, the children, teachers,
parents, and interns, enjoyed themselves and
were able to have a nice day at the beach
followed by lunch prepared by the children.

!

It was an experience that taught me
something I did not expect to even learn. I had
not even realized there was a lesson there until I
later reflected on it. The teachers at The
Children’s Center have this way of talking to
their students that is different from the way I
would talk to a pre-school child. I had this
predisposition that the children are so young that
they do not understand or cannot comprehend
me if I speak to them as if they are adults. As if
they are my equals. So I use a “baby voice” or I
talk down to them. But the teachers at The
Children’s Center talk with the pre-schoolers as
if they are on the same level as the adults. They
teach the children things such as independence,
friendship, and that God loves everyone equally.
And the teachers treat the children as such. As
equals capable of doing things for themselves
and others with God’s love. They reinforce their
teachings with their actions. There are not many
people, or schools for that matter, whose actions
support what they are claiming to develop.

!

The day began with singing Christmas
carols which were enjoyed by the congregation
during service and a few words by Pastor Mary
touching upon the book of Luke. Immediately
after service, the youth and interns proceeded to
walk to the parking lot to find a plethora of snow
on the ground. The kids spent two hours playing
in the snow, having snowball fights and building
colorful snowmen. The day was completed with
ice cream sundaes, hot chocolate and cookies for
all to enjoy. The turnout was great and people
enjoyed the snacks. This event could only find
the success it had with the help of some of the
workers from United Fishing Agency and my
fellow interns who stepped in to help with the
event. Thank you to everyone who participated,
whether it was through prepping for the event or
playing in the snow; everyone contributed to this
exciting event!

!

This experience with The Children’s Center
has affirmed my belief that we as people are
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Crocheting Memories
By James “Kimo” Akinaka, College Summer Intern

!

On June 25, the interns had a session with the wonderful ladies of Sew Fun. Until then, I had no
idea what a “crochet” was. It sounded like it was a French word, since it rhymed with “buffet” and
“bouquet.” As it turns out, a crochet is a method of sewing, using yarn and a needle. We learned how
to make crochet suitcase identifiers—those bright yarn flowers that make it easy to spot your luggage
at the airport baggage claim.
The Sew Fun ladies were as patient as they were talented—which I’m thankful for, since I had
plenty of trouble getting the hang of crocheting! We decided to have a second session with Sew Fun,
so the interns met with them on July 11 to continue crocheting. Even though we hadn’t planned on
having a second session with them, and even though we were doing the same thing, we still made a lot
of progress. Thanks to Sew Fun, I was able to finish an entire crochet flower that day.
Our two sessions with Sew Fun mirror my two consecutive experiences as a College Summer
Intern here at Nu’uanu. Initially, I hadn’t planned on participating in the program a second time. Even
after I was accepted, I was apprehensive about this summer, since I would be doing many of the same
activities: composing sermons, leading vespers worship at 15 Craigside, and organizing Family Camp
and the Lana‘i Mission Trip.
Despite my doubts, this summer has absolutely exceeded my expectations. Being able to work at
this church, my home, has meant more to me than I can articulate in words—which is saying something,
since I’m an English major. This second internship has helped me grow so much more in my
leadership, communication, and cooperative skills. Without a doubt, I have also made four lifelong
friends in my fellow interns. Thank you to all of you, the members of NCC, for giving me both of these
opportunities to be in ministry with you. Both of these experiences will be crocheted into my heart, and
I will always remember them.

Photo courtesy of Linda Kim.
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The Kensaku and Tsuru
Obata Endowment Fund
By Darwin Ing, The Kensaku and Tsuru
Obata Endowment Fund Chair

!

“To perpetuate that period of history of the
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, in which Issei
members battled notions of paternalism and
benevolent control over the Japanese immigrant
congregation, to establish the church as
independent from the Board of Missions; to
honor the sacrificial stewardship and service of
such predecessors and their leaders; and to
celebrate the independent church based on the
congregational mode of governance, in convent
with the United Church of Christ, its
predecessors and successors.”

!

The New Century Hymnal
Workshop
By Becky Kanenaka, Board of Christian Nurture

!

Sunday, August 24, 2014
Choir room

!

The Rev. Dr. Donald Schmidt, Associate
Conference Minister, will be presenting a workshop on hymns right after worship on August 24,
2014. The hymns in the New Century Hymnal
speak of the varied depths of faith within our
church. From ancient texts to more modern ones,
they come from a variety of cultures and styles.
In many cases, their lyrics have a sensitivity to
how we understand the world around us. In this
workshop, we’ll explore – in a fun way – a little
of the theology that led to this hymnal, and
ponder some of the changes it made. And we’ll
sing some, too!

If you feel your group or project may fit its
purpose, we invite you to download an
application and the history of the Obata
Endowment Fund from the church’s web site at
www.nuuanu.org or pick up one from the church
office. The Obata fund committee is currently
accepting applications for 2014 and 2015 grants.
October 2014 is the deadline for the 2015 grants,
and we are currently accepting and reviewing
applications for 2014.

!

If you are interested in attending this hymnal
workshop, the sign-up sheet will be on the
Friendship Lanai after worship August 3 and 10,
or you may email Carol Hamada at
chamada28@gmail.com or Becky Kanenaka at
ken214@hawaii.rr.com. Warm up your vocal
chords, do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti, do!

Hui Ho‘aloha August
Event

Honouliuli Internment Camp here…..in
Honolulu? Learn the rest of the story. A
knowledgeable member of the Japanese Cultural
Center of Hawaii (JCCH) will give a slide/video
presentation of what is known about the camp at
the Hui Hoaloha gathering on August 14 at 9:30
a.m. in Kosasa Hall. Join us to learn more about
this mysterious camp. Bow Chu Goto, Istuko
Kaneshiro, Helen Pierce, Lillian Sakane, and
Joyce Uyehara are hosts.

!
!
!
!
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Deadline for Articles

!

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 58, No. 8
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of June, we
collected 100 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be
August 31, 2014. Monetary
donations accepted, too. Checks
may be made to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with
Hawai‘i Food Bank on the memo
line. Mahalo.

Repairs to NCC Buildings
By Howard Mau, Board of Trustees Chair

!

The Board of Trustees has contracted Surface Shield Roofing Co. to
do major repairs to the Sanctuary and the Old Administration building.
The work includes cleaning the Sanctuary roof of dirt and mildew,
replacing broken tiles and repainting the cleaned roof with moisture
resistant, heat reflecting and mildew resistant paint. Also included in
the initial contract was the repair and replacement of rotted and
damaged wood beams and boards on the buildings. The cost for this
work is $45,484.80.

!

During the process of repairing the fascia boards on the Old
Administration building’s eaves, the contractor discovered that the
boards on the roof perimeter that create a raised eave around the
building are rotted and need to be replaced. A change order for
removal of the damaged boards, replacement of the metal eave drip
strips and improvements to the drain inlets on the roof were agreed at
an additional cost of $8,720.

!

There is also serious damage to an exterior beam on the Sanctuary,
which will require replacement of portions of the beam. There will be
additional cost for this work, which was not anticipated in the original
work proposal.

!

Although these repairs have proved quite costly, repairs have to be
made before the damage gets more serious. The weather in beautiful
Nu‘uanu Valley, however, creates conditions which foster wood rot and
the growth of moss and mildew. The repair work will prolong the life
of our facilities and greatly improve their appearance.
8

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

!

Bring your items on
Sunday, Aug. 31

!

The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2014 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

!

January - Church Council
February - Missions
March - Nichigobu
April - Sew Fun
May - Board of Trustees
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Committees
December - Youth
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483

When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Ann Akama, Mark Au, Kimiko BristowCanfield, Dwight Cobb, Carol Hamada, Mack
Hamada, Edna Ito, Fumiko Kamita, Leonetta
Kinard, Yuriko Konno, Minnie Kosasa, Rev. Armin
Kroehler, Janet Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa,
Leslie Lum, Ethel Nitta, Florence Osumi, Eiko
Soranaka, Terry Stone, Matthew Stucke, Mayee
Wong, and Marie Yoneshige.

!

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer
Corner by the individual, family members or friend.
Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry
coordinators if you want your name included or deleted.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

!

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put
a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast
me away from your presence,
and do not take your holy spirit from me.
Psalm 51:10-11

!

Dear God, may the beauty of your spirit be
within us. Help us to create a clean heart and
grant us wisdom and courage for the living of
this day. And from your great Spirit, may we
be full of strength and courage. Hear our
prayer, O Lord. Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Sandra Satogata
Donnie Ann Wong

!

Thanks Offerings
Gloria Gainsley
Fran Yano
Benjamin Iwasaki

!
!
!

Prayer is not a "spare
wheel" that you pull
out when in trouble,
but it is a "steering
wheel" that directs the
right path throughout
the journey.

!

When you pray for
others, God listens to
you and blesses them;
and sometimes, when
you are safe and
9

happy, remember that
someone has prayed
for you.

!

So why is a car's
WINDSHIELD so
large and the Rear
View Mirror so small?
Because our PAST is
not as important as
our FUTURE. So,
Look ahead and
Move on.
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9:00 AM Worship Service

31

24
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Hymn Workshop

9:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 AM Worship Service

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Interns Aloha
Luncheon

3

27

9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Pool Party
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
4:00 PM Vesper Service

Sunday

Office Closed

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Monday
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5:00 PM Personnel Committee

Tuesday

2

26

19

12
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29

9:00 AM Hui Malama

9:00 AM Hui Malama

Caller Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama

5:30 PM VocationCARE

Wednesday
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27

20

13

6

30

4

28

21

14
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31

Friday

Office Closed

Sept. 1 - Office Closed
Sept. 7 - Start of Church School
Sept. 21-28 - Family Promise

Planning Ahead.....

9:30 AM Hui Hoaloha

Thursday
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8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

30

23

16

8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for August
August 3: Gen 32:22-31 • Ps 17:1-7, 15 or Isa 55:1-5 • Ps 145:8-9, 14-21 • Rom 9:1-5 • Matt
14:13-21

!

August 10: Gen 37:1-4, 12-28 • Ps 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b or 1 Kings 19:9-18 • Ps 85:8-13 • Rom
10:5-15 • Matt 14:22-33

!

August 17: Gen 45:1-15 • Ps 133 or Isa 56:1, 6-8 • Ps 67 • Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32 • Matt 15:
(10-20), 21-28

!
August 24: Ex 1:8-2:10 • Ps 124 or Isa 51:1-6 • Ps s138 • Rom 12:1-8 • Matt 16:13-20
!

August 31: Ex. 3:1-15 • Ps 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b or Jer 15:15-21 • Ps 26:1-8 • Rom 12:9-21 • Matt
16:21-28

!
!
!

