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! NCC’s Vision Statement
!
! (Approved at the Special Congregational
! Meeting on September 16, 2007.)
! Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a diverse,
! open congregation of faithful Christians who
! seek to:
! • affirm all persons as children of God;
! • respond to the needs of the community and
! congregation;
! • respect all views and ideas;
! • make and nurture disciples; and
! • spread God’s word using our talents and
! resources.
!
Wade in the Water

By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor

!

In the past few weeks, we have heard
disturbing news coming out of Ferguson, MO.
We have read about what is going on and prayed
for the people there, asking for justice to be done.
This week, I have been reading more disturbing
articles in the paper. What I’ve read is that some
residents of Missouri who live just 20 minutes
away from Ferguson do not see Michael Brown’s
murder as a part of the relentless racism in
America. Those who live even just 20 minutes
away from Ferguson - while feel bad about
Michael Brown’s murder as a sad incident, do not
connect it to murders of other unarmed young
black men. They deny that it’s a part of the

problem of racism in the United States and are
puzzled by the outcry for justice.

!

What saddened and angered me in
reading these stories is that there is such
disconnect and big dividing wall between
the peoples. There seems to be inability
and unwillingness to recognize the
desperation and oppression of another
community. It seems as though some
have put on blinders and earplugs to keep
out the stories of injustice, violence, and
pain. I was dismayed.

!
!

But I have a confession to make:

Before we began to go to Lana‘i three
years ago…before I met Morgan and
James and Tyson and Jojoba…Esrena and
Kisha and Ketrina…before an elderly
gentleman named Gladstine sat me down
to explain…

!

I didn’t know where Kosrae was or
that it even existed.
I didn’t know how many states there
are in the Federated States of Micronesia.
I didn’t know that there are over 600
islands in the Federated States of
Micronesia.
I didn’t know that there were so many
Kosraens living on Lana‘i.

!

(Continued on p. 6 - Wade in the Water
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and writing your check number on the envelope.
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.

! Worship Schedule
! 9:00 a.m. Worship Service
! 1st Sunday of the month:

!
Mid-Year Giving Statement
!

9:00 a.m. Communion Service
10:15 a.m. Healing Service

By now, you should have received your midyear giving statement. Please check your
statement carefully, and if there are any
discrepancies, please see Howard Mau. If you
have not received a statement, please contact the
church office. We thank you for your
contributions and want to make sure you are
credited properly. Mahalo.

Give Aloha - 78424 (NCC’s code)

!

It’s that time of year, again! If you are
planning on giving a contribution (pledge,
offering, special gift) to NCC in the next couple
of months, September 1 is the start of
Foodland’s Give Aloha Program. For the
entire month of September, Foodland and
Western Union Foundation will match a portion
of any contribution to NCC up to $249 per
Maika‘i card. Only donations made with a
Maika‘i card will receive a partial matching gift.

!

Holy Currencies
By Becky Kanenaka, Stewardship Chair

!

Holy Currencies, written by Dr. Eric Law is a
book that describes six blessings for sustainable
missional ministries. The blessings of time and
place, gracious leadership, relationship, truth,
wellness, and money are beautifully described in
this book. I had the privilege of attending this
two-day class in Seattle, WA August 8-9, 2014.
It was awesome to fellowship with people from
Washington, Oregon, and California.

!

If you don’t have a Maika‘i card, just sign up
for one at the Customer Service desk of any
Foodland or Sack ‘n Save store! All you need is
a phone number (land line or cell phone). If you
have any questions about this wonderful
program, see Paula Yamamoto. And please turn
in your receipt to the
church office promptly
or place it in the
offering plate with
your name printed on it!

!

The Holy Currencies course goal was to
transform the way community and church leaders
think about church—from a static, linear and
maintenance-type mode to a dynamic,
circulatory, and rejuvenating vision of a church
that interacts with the wider community by
maximizing the flow of spiritual, human and
economic resources. The second course goal was
to empower church and community leaders with
skills and knowledge to serve their communities
more inclusively by facilitating and developing
related communities more sustainable.

!

Help Out Our Sunday
Counters!

!

We are blessed to have a handful of
volunteers count our offering and contributions
every Sunday morning. It’s one of those muchneeded tasks that is done “behind the scenes.”
These dedicated volunteers do it faithfully as
their service to God and to the church. Please
help them out by using your offering envelopes

!

The course objectives were through reading,
dialogue, activities and active engagement with
their local congregations and communities,
participants will: be empowered to shift the way
(Continued on p. 3 - Holy Currencies)
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Weekly Bible Study for All

If you have any questions regarding the class
or would like to join the class, a sign-up sheet
will be posted on the lanai or you can email
Carol Hamada at chamada28@gmail.com or
Becky Kanenaka at ken214@hawaii.rr.com.

By Becky Kanenaka, Christian Nurture Board

!

Topic: The Good and Beautiful God by Dr. James
Bryan Smith
Start Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2014
Time: Light dinner at 5:00 p.m. followed by the
Bible study
Place: Choir room

!

Holy Currencies - Cont’d. from p. 2

!

they think about
ministries—from fear to
grace, from holding on to
power to sharing
blessings, and from
maintenance to missional;
explore in-depth the six
essential currencies for
missional and sustainable
ministries—Relationship,
Truth, Wellness, Gracious Leadership, Money
and Time/Place—do an inventory of each of the
currencies for their local ministry contexts, and
learn how to develop these currencies; transform
some of their current ministries toward becoming
more missional by consciously infusing them
with the internal and external currencies of
relationship, truth and wellness; and create new
missional and sustainable ministries that they
will implement following the completion of the
course.

!

Too often Christians may experience a
changed mind about God, or even a changed
heart toward God, without having a changed life
with God. Where is the breakdown between
belief and discipleship? Why isn’t the
transformative power of the gospel more
apparent in the daily workings of our lives?

!

Dr. James Bryan Smith believes the gospel is
about change in our lives today, not just our
eternal destiny. In his Apprentice series, The
Good and Beautiful God, The Good and
Beautiful Life and The Good and Beautiful
Community, Dr. Smith aims to help Christians
develop a robust discipleship by helping them
understand who God is, what it means to be a
Christian, and what it means to live in
community as a part of God’s Kingdom. He
helps us discard the flawed narratives of our
hearts and replace them with the truths God
reveals in his word about himself, the Christian
life and his Church.

!

This course made me reflect using the
currencies of wellness, truth, relationship,
gracious leadership, time/place and money in my
life. I encourage you to do the same. The course
introduced me to Bon Jovi’s Soul Kitchen at
jbjsoulkitchen.org where the vision at Soul
Kitchen is to serve healthy, delicious, and when
possible, organic meals. All are welcome at the
table! Customers pay the minimum donation or
volunteer in some way to earn a dining certificate
for a meal. An awesome and thriving restaurant!

!

We encourage you to read, journal, pray,
discuss and participate in weekly spiritual
exercises to help you engage with the text. Come
and join us Wednesday evenings, starting
September 10, 2014 at 5:00 p.m. with a light
dinner followed by a Bible study. As we work
through the first book, The Good and Beautiful
God, you will discover your heart being shaped
by the truth of Christ and your life being
changed.

!
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CSI Thanks You!

always nice for the interns to see
familiar faces in the crowd,

By Lori Yamashiro, CSI Director

!

•	

 Mentors who provided opportunities for
dialogue, support and even questions
about their faith journey and vocation,

When our church was started in 1885, we
were objects of mission. We were provided a
pastor, a place to worship, opportunities to learn
to read and write. We were given a chance to
succeed while at the same time learned about
God. So here we are 129 years later, and now it
is our turn to be agents of mission. It is our turn
to be teachers and leaders, it is our turn to bring
hope to others, it is our turn to enable others to
spread the good news about an amazing God
who loves us beyond our wildest imagination.
That is what we are able to do through the
College Summer Internship program.

•	

 Christian Nurture Board for their help in
planning and providing support in so
many ways,
•	

 The keiki/youth and their parents for
their participation in the various
activities,
•	

 All who have supported the Internship
program through their gifts, donations,
getting their car washed, making and
buying mango chutney and jams,

But none of it would be possible without the
support received from the congregation. On
behalf of the Internship Committee, I’d like to
extend my deepest appreciation to you for your
support of the program and interns. A special
word of thanks to:

•	

 The congregation for providing the
opportunity for the interns to lead
worship and participate in ministry in so
many different ways.
Special thanks to Pastor Mary who, in
addition to her regular pastoral duties, provided
spiritual direction to the interns; led weekly
classes for them on various topics, including
Bible studies and sermon writing; and asked the
hard, thought-provoking, faith developing
questions. And not only did she have to write
her own sermons, but also had to review ALL
the sermons that the interns wrote for NCC’s
worship services AND evening vespers at 15
Craigside.

•	

 The Monday Tai Chi group for giving
the interns the opportunity to be
centered as they started off the week,
•	

 Hui Malama for showing the interns that
ministry means sometimes getting your
hands dirty,
•	

 Sew Fun for sharing your skills, your
stories, and teaching the interns that
ministry comes in different shapes
(luggage tags) and sizes (blankets),

I hope that you see the great work that we
are doing together and what wonderful
opportunities we have to develop future leaders,
teachers and preachers through the College
Summer Internship Program. Again, thank you
all so much for your support and prayers.

•	

 ‘Ohana Ministries for teaching the
interns the importance of caring,
acknowledging people and being present
with them,
•	

 15 Craigside residents who attended the
evening vespers the interns led. It was

There are already inquiries from college
students about next summer…
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Youth Ministry Interns
Kristen Young and Alexandria Montiel will serve as Youth Ministry Interns from
September 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015.
Kristen returns to NCC for a second year as a Youth Ministry
Intern. She is a member of United Church of Christ Judd
Street and a junior at University of Hawai‘i at Manoa,
majoring in Family Resources. Aside from her studies,
Kristen loves music, plays the guitar and sings, and is an
excellent photographer. One of her major accomplishments
during the first year of being a Youth Ministry Intern, Kristen
organized a youth band that led music during worship
several times. Kristen also created a beautiful “yearbook”
for the keiki that captured their year together. During the
summer, Kristen traveled to Spain as a part of a Study
Abroad program and studied at the University of Salamanca.
We are very excited to have Kristen continue her ministry
with us and we look forward to hearing about her travels.
Alexandria (Alex) is no stranger to NCC. During the summer
of 2012, Alex served as the coordinator of the College
Summer Internship program; and during the summer of
2013, Alex served as one of the College Summer Interns.
Alex graduated from California State University Stanislaus in
December 2013 with a major in English Literature. In
applying for her third internship at NCC, Alex states “My
motivation for pursing the yearlong internship is to broaden
my views, be exposed to different ideas and concepts, grow
in my relationship with Christ, learn about myself, and to
take another step into adulthood.” Alex is passionate about
serving others, developing leadership skills, and exploring
the complexities of God. Alex is sister of 2014 College
Summer Intern Andres Montiel, niece of Susan and Garrett
Iha and cousin of Preston Iha. It is wonderful to have Alex
back with us, this time for 9 months!
As Youth Ministry Interns, Kristen and Alex will work with the Board of Christian
Nurture to implement fellowship and educational programs for keiki and youth that
promote healthy, fun, and relevant faith formation as the church conveys God’s love to
them. During the internship, they will also continue to engage in study and selfreflection of faith, ministry, and vocation.
We are absolutely thrilled to have Alex and Kristen with us for 9 months. Let us
welcome them back warmly.
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Vermicomposting With Side Orders of Salad and Tea!

!

Vermicasting sessions are scheduled for Friday evening, September 12, 2014, at 7:00 –
9:00 p.m., and Tuesday morning, September 16, 2014, at 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. They will be
held at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church in Kosasa Hall. Our friend Ralph Rhoads, “da worm
guy” from Washington State, will be our vermicomposting speaker. His informative and
entertaining talk will have gardeners wanting to easily recycle their food and paper wastes.

!

After the worm talk on September 12th, Nu‘uanu Congregational Church’s sustainability
ministry members, Wayne Kobayashi and/or Joyce and Mel Uyehara, will show you a
simple and easy way to grow some hydroponic lettuce with an introductory kit for each family
to try it out. (7-8 p.m. Worm Talk, then 8:00-8:30 Hydroponic Session.)

!

Following the worm talk on September 16th, there will be a speaker from U.H.’s
Department of Tropical Plant and Soil Sciences. Ted Radovich is an Associate Specialist
whose expertise is in the benefits and the making of worm tea. (9-10 a.m. Worm
Talk, then 10-11a.m. Worm Tea Session.)

!

Please join us and learn more about these wonderful green practices.
Reservations are required. To sign up, please tell or email Velma
(kimoment2@hawaiiantel.net ), or call her after 7 p.m. at 595-3135. Give your
name, phone no. and email address.

!

~Malama Aina…Malama Kanaka~
~ Take care of the land and the land will take care of you ~

!

!
Wade in the Water - Continued from p. 1
!

I didn’t know about a Compact of Free Association that the United States has entered with the
Federated States of Micronesia and what all that means.
I didn’t know a lot about people who live on an island just 20 minutes away.

!

And there are still so many things I don’t know, about people who are our neighbors 20 minutes
away. But I am learning. We are learning. We are being led by our young people. As our youth and
the children on Lana‘i develop relationships, as they sing and play and pray together, they are telling
each other their stories and connecting deeply at a basic human level. They are, indeed, becoming
sisters and brothers in Christ.

!

The psalmist exclaims, “Behold how very good and pleasant it is when sisters and brothers live
together in unity.” This is an ardent prayer, calling us to live in peace and unity. Let us continue to
learn about our world, our neighbors, and our God. Let us, indeed, see our neighbors as our sisters and
our brothers.
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Deadline for Articles

!

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 58, No. 9
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of July, we
collected 87 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be
September 28, 2014. Monetary
donations accepted, too. Checks
may be made to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with
Hawai‘i Food Bank on the memo
line. Mahalo.

Church School News

!

Church School will start on Sunday, September 7, with the
commissioning of the Church School staff during the morning
worship service. Following the commissioning, the children will
report to their classes. After class/worship, there will be a gathering in
Kosasa Hall of parents, keiki, youth, teachers, Youth Ministry Interns,
members of the Board of Christian Nurture, youth advisors, and
anyone else interested in children and youth to get to know each other
and plan for the year. Parents, please sign appropriate forms for your
children.

!

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

!

Bring your items on
Sunday, Sept. 28

!

The pick up day is the
first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2014 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

!

Clothing for Lana’i Children
By Joyce Uyehara, Missions Committee

!

The Missions Committee is collecting clothes and foot wear for the
children of Lana‘i. These items will be taken there by Pastor Mary and
given to the Lana‘i Union Church thrift shop. Because there are no
department stores on Lana‘i, this is one place where people shop for
clothing and other items. It is a win-win situation because the proceeds
go to the church. The deadline for your donation is September 15.
Please kokua.

!
Hui Hoaloha Christmas Luncheon
!

Thursday, December 11, is the date for the annual Hui Hoaloha
Christmas luncheon to be held at the 15 Craigside Place solarium at
11:00 a.m. Information regarding cost, parking, etc. will be coming.
December planners are: Alice and Howard Ishihara, Alice Kimoto,
Dorothy Nakagawa, and Mary Oshiro.
7

January - Church Council
February - Missions
March - Nichigobu
April - Sew Fun
May - Board of Trustees
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Committees
December - Youth
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483

When you pray, remember the following and their
caregivers: Ann Akama, Mark Au, Kimiko BristowCanfield, Dwight Cobb, Carol Hamada, Mack
Hamada, Edna Ito, Fumiko Kamita, Leonetta
Kinard, Yuriko Konno, Minnie Kosasa, Rev. Armin
Kroehler, Janet Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa,
Leslie Lum, Ethel Nitta, Florence Osumi, Eiko
Soranaka, Terry Stone, Matthew Stucke, Mayee
Wong, Glenn Yamada, and Marie Yoneshige.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

!

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. —Romans 12:12

!

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and grief’s to bear!
What a privilege to carry,
everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
oh, what needles pain we bear.
All because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer.

!

!

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the Prayer
Corner by the individual, family members or friend.
Please help us and inform the Ohana Ministry
coordinators if you want your name included or deleted.

Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged,
take it to the Lord in in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful?
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness.
Take it to the Lord in prayer! Amen.

!

(Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886, Charles C. Converse,
1832-1918).

!
Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures forever!

!
!

In Loving Memory

!

Mr. Ernest Shigeru Sueoka passed away on
July 30, 2014 at Hale Pulama Mau. He is survived
by sons Dean (Mary), Owen (Helene), and Ryan,
six grandchildren, six great grandchildren, sisters
Sachiko Higashi and Emi Tokita. A celebration of
life service will be held at 4:00 p.m. on Saturday,
September 6, 2014 at Hosoi Garden Mortuary.
Pastor Mary Paik officiating.

Birthday Offerings
Lori Yamashiro
Alice Ishihara

!

Thanks Offerings
Clifford Lum
Mary Ann Saito

!
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9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School &
Nursery
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group

Family Promise

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School &
Nursery
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

Family Promise

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School &
Nursery
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Sunday School
Teachers Mtg.

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School &
Nursery
10:30 AM Church School
Gathering
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Worship Service

Sunday

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Office Closed

Monday

September 2014

29

22

15

8
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9:00 AM Ulu Wai Session
6:00 PM Council

Tuesday

30

23

16

9

2

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:00 PM Bible Study

5:00 PM Bible Study

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:00 PM Bible Study

5:00 PM Bible Study

9:00 AM Hui Malama

Wednesday

1

24

17

10

3

2

25

18

11

4

Friday

7:00 PM Ulu Wai Session

Oct. 18 - ‘Aha Mokupuni at NCC

Planning Ahead.....

Thursday

3

26

19

12

5
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27

20

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Caller Deadline

13
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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To discontinue receiving the
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church oﬃce at 595-3935.

Lectionary Readings for September
September 7 (Remember, Restore, Renew): Ex 12:1-14 • Ps 149 or Ezek 33:7-11 • Ps 119:33-40
• Rom 13:8-14 • Matt 18:15-20

!

September 14 (Road to Freedom): Ex 14:19-31 • Ps 114 or Ex 15:1b-11, 20-221 or Gen
50:15-21 • Ps 103:(1-7), 8-13 • Rom 14:1-12 • Matt 18:21-35

!

September 21 (Tensions in the Wilderness): Ex 16:2-15 • Ps 105:1-6, 37-45 or Jon 3:10-4:11 •
Ps 145:1-8 • Phil 1:21-30 • Matt 20:1-16

!

September 28 (God’s Sustaining Presence): Ex 17:1-7 • Ps 78:1-4, 12-16 or Ezek 18:1-4, 25-32
• Ps 25:1-9 • Phil 2:1-13 • Matt 21:23-32

!
!
!
!
!

