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Much to Be Thankful
By Paul Yamamoto, Moderator

!

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his
courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his
name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love
endures forever, and his faithfulness to all
generations.
Psalm 100:4-5

!

During this time of thanksgiving, we pause
to take a look around and really count our
blessings. God has been faithful always and
we are truly blessed. We have a roof over our
heads, we have food on the table, we have
family and friends that surround us with love,
laughter and support. We have a church that, in
spite of ongoing challenges, provides us a place
to worship and praise God. It is at this time
that we take the opportunity to extend our
appreciation to the congregation for their
support as we continue to do ministry during
Pastor Mary’s leave.

!

We appreciate the work
that the Diaconate continues to
do to ensure that worship
services continue as we look
for a short term interim pastor.
Preparations will soon begin
for Advent and Christmas.

We give thanks for those who support our
worship with their gifts of music, as PowerPoint
operators, as worship leaders, and those who
faithfully come to worship as a community.

!

We are thankful for the faithfulness of the
Christian Nurture Board, the Church School and
nursery volunteers, the Youth Ministry Interns,
and our Keiki Praise Band leader as they
continue to provide opportunities for us to grow
in our faith.

!

We are grateful for those whose ministry
goes beyond the walls of our church, especially
to our Missions Committee and Family Promise
team. We are also grateful to those who do
(Continue on p. 2 - Thankful)
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!Worship Schedule
!9:00 a.m. Worship Service
! 1st
Sunday of the month:

! 9:00 a.m. Communion Service
! 10:15 a.m. Healing Service
!
!!
Thankful - Continued from p. 1
!

!

•	

 Reflecting on your gratitude to God for
this year, you are invited to make a thank
offering. An envelope is enclosed for
this purpose.

!

Let us give thanks to God whose steadfast
love endures forever!

visitations, especially Ohana Minstry and the
Sew Fun Ladies as they are a very important
connection with those who cannot physically be
with us on Sundays.

!

Give Aloha Update
By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator

!

!

Thank you for supporting Foodland’s Give
Aloha program! Again, we came in the top 100
participating organizations. Your generous
contributions totaled $13,902.00. In addition to
that, Foodland and Western Union Foundation
contributed $2,738.08 to NCC. Don’t forget to
turn in your duplicate
receipt so we may credit
your giving account!

We value the work done by the Trustees and
Hui Malama to maintain our campus and the
fellowship opportunities provided by Hui
Hoaloha.

!

How can we not be thankful for all that we
have? We are so blessed!

!

!
2014 Contributions
!

There are many ways that we can
offer thanksgiving, both as individuals
and collectively.

!

through shelter and support, commitment
and advocacy. Some of our NCC youth
will be participating in the service. (See
related article on p. 5 and insert.)

Just a reminder....in order for contributions to
be credited for the 2014 tax year, they must be
either mailed to the church with a USPS
postmark not later than December 31, 2014 or
dropped off at the church office before 12:30
p.m., December 31, 2014. Contributions
received after that will be credited to 2015.

•	

 Sunday, November 23 we build a sukkah
in the sanctuary as a way to remember
God’s faithfulness in all seasons of our
lives. Please bring non-perishable goods
(canned food, rice, and beans) to place in
the sukkah. The goods will be donated to
the River of Life.

!

!

Annual Reports Due
By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator

•	

 Tuesday, November 25 is the Nu‘uanu
Valley Interfaith Thanksgiving Service at
Temple Emanu-El at 7:00 p.m. The
theme of this year’s worship service is
“Feeding the Hope” and will be
partnering with Hale Kipa. Hale Kipa
offers a range of services for at-risk/highrisk youth, improves the lives of youth

!

It’s that time of year, again, when the annual
reports are due! Pastor, officers, committee
chairs, and anyone else, please email your reports
to me by December 14. Your promptness is
greatly appreciated.
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Called to Serve Others

answer? If so, the right answer would most
likely be a plan that includes a 401k and a
retirement hobby. However, my answer is a
simple, “I don’t know.” I do know that what I
love to do, what I feel called to do, is to lead my
life in such a way that serves others. Ever since I
can remember I have always been volunteering
my time to causes and ministries. It was never a
chore, it was just something that I did, something
that was instilled in me, it was normal. As a 24
year old, I am now aware as to how abnormal
choosing to spend your time helping others
actually is. But in truth, I don’t know how to
lead a life where I will not be washing someone’s
feet (John 13:1-17).

By Alex Montiel, Youth Ministry Intern

!

I am Alex Montiel and I am back yet again!
This is my third time interning at NCC, along
with being referred to as Susan Iha’s niece and
Preston Iha’s cousin, referred to as Andres
Montiel’s sister! Imagine that! It seems that
every time I come back to NCC, the question that
is most commonly asked is, “Have you moved
here yet?” And though I haven’t moved here
permanently I have moved here indefinitely.
Oahu and NCC have become my home away
from home. I have developed a life here that is
special and dear to me. The friendships that I
have made have been essential in this journey of
self-discovery that I am currently on.

So maybe a question should not be, “Have
you move here yet,” but rather, “Why are you
back?” I am back because NCC is a place that
nurtures my need serve others. Every day I am
taught skills and given tools that aid me in
understanding how to identify needs and meet
them. I am given the support and encouragement
that is needed to keep serving. I am blessed by
being around like minded individuals who seek
to serve as well. It is these skills that I will take
with me in my future endeavors, whatever they
may be. My life goal is not to simply lead a
comfortable life, but to lead a life that is a
reflection of Christ.

Over the years I have learned that selfdiscovery is an ongoing process. To fully come
into one’s self is a never ending feat for the
simple fact that change is always happening.
When I was younger I had a fear of change,
because to me change represented the unknown
and to not know something was uncomfortable. I
am now 24 and a college graduate. The state that
I am currently living in is similar to limbo. Do I
get a ‘big girl’ job? Do I peruse an MA? Do I
stay or do I jump? Through all of this, one of the
only things that I am sure about is, is that change
is inevitable. However, unlike my younger self, I
find comfort in the change. Being an intern here
at NCC for the past three years has taught me
that change is a spiritual process, that change
leads to growth in all areas of life, and that
growth is vital to leading a fulfilling life that is
driven by not one’s self, but by God’s love and
light.
What do you want to do with your life? This
question is so big yet so limiting. Is there a right
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Youth Camp Experiences

!

I think that camp was a great experience for us and the other people at the camp. I met a lot of new
people and I had a lot of fun doing the different activities that were provided for us. We made baskets
and went on a hike. The baskets were fun. The hike...not so much. It was eight miles to and from
Kaena point. The view at the end was really nice. However on the way back, things started to get
worse. At first it was great, but then everyone started running out of water. It was bad but then it
started to rain. Everyone was happy because it was hot and the rain relieved us. However, on the hike
there was dirt. Lots of it. So that means a ton of mud. It was all over our shoes and it was like
wearing bricks on our feet. We finally made it back to the buses and we were like, “Yes! We’re back!
We can go back to camp now!” But then we realized we had left two people a mile back. That was a
major bummer. So we had to wait for a while. When we finally got back everyone went straight to
either get water or change shoes. If I do go back to camp next year, I WILL NOT GO ON THAT
HIKE! Other than that, camp was a great opportunity to meet Christians from the other islands and
from Oahu. We made new friends and had a great time overall.
—Matthew Chun (9th grade)

!

The UCC Youth Camp was a very wonderful and memorable experience. Through the course of
four days I made new friends with members of other congregations and a few from other islands.
Youth came from the Big Island, Maui, Molokai, Lanai, and of course, Oahu. We played multiple
games and had activities such as hiking, basket making and volleyball. We also had worship services,
which I found really enjoyable as I played guitar at a few of them. Summing up, the camp was
amazing and I would definitely go again.
—Preston Iha (9th grade)

!

UCC Youth Camp was an amazing experience that I was privileged to be a part of. As an Intern at
NCC, I was asked to be on the planning committee for the camp itself and participated in the
development of the camp curriculum. Being a part of the planning was a wonderful experience for the
mere fact that I was surrounded by UCC leaders who loved God and who all shared the same intention;
to demonstrate God’s love to the
UCC youth of the state of
Hawaii. Camp itself was full of
fun and demonstrations of God’s
love for all. I enjoyed my time
interacting with the youth as
well as the other adult
counselors. It was a great time of
bonding and connecting through
God. I am always amazed how
God can connect people from
different places in life, different
cultures, and different islands. I
cannot wait for NCC to go back
to youth camp next year!
Photo courtesy of Diane Weible.
—Alex Montiel (Youth Ministry Intern)
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Nu‘uanu Valley Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service

A Thanksgiving Acrostic
By Paula Yamamoto

!

By Linda Kim, Diaconate

!

T hank you, God, for the wondrous blessings
you have bestowed on us.
H elp us to share our abundance with the less
fortunate.
A mazingly talented folks in the Keiki Praise
Ensemble and Chancel Choir.
N eedlework lap blankets, membership bags,
and stoles by our Sew Fun group.
K udos to our hard-working staff, Council,
Boards, Church School staff, and interns.
S haring of our gifts of time, talent, and
treasure.
G racious hospitality shown to all our guests
and visitors.
I nstill in us a desire to do your work in this
world.
V isiting the homebound and hospitalized, and
“bringing church” to them.
I gnite our hearts to work for peace and justice
in the world.
N ever forgetting that all we are and all we
have, come from you.
G od, we thank you as we share your love with
our loved ones and those around us.

Let us worship and fellowship at the Nu‘uanu
Valley 53rd Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 2014
on Tuesday, November 25, 7:00 p.m., Temple
Emanu-El, 2550 Pali Highway. This year’s
theme is “Feeding the Hope.” Come, participate
with our faith communities and support our
NCC youth who will be participating in worship.

!

As all churches have been asked to bring
refreshment, we kindly ask if you could share a
dish for fellowship following the service. In
keeping with Jewish dietary laws, we
respectfully ask that no dishes with pork,
shellfish or beef be brought.

!

Park at Temple Emanu-El, NCC, or First
Unitarian Church. For more information, you
may visit: www.facebook.com/nuuanuinterfaith.
Let us join our hearts filling us with joy and
thanksgiving.

!

Preparing the Church for
Advent

!

!

Intergenerational Family
Game Night

Advent is just around the corner, and many
hands are needed to prepare the church for this
joyous season.

By Kristen Young, Youth Ministry Intern

!

!

Join us for an evening of fun, food, and
fellowship! Need I say more?! We will be
having another one of our game nights at 15
Craigside Place on Sunday, November 16 from
4:30—7:30 p.m. All ages are welcome, and
friends, too! Bring your favorite games to play
with others and a dessert to share. Dinner will
be provided, so we need a headcount. Please
sign up after worship service on the lanai or let
Lori Yamashiro, Alex, or Kristen know by
November 12th if you will be coming. Hope to
see you there!

On Saturday, November 8, the Board of
Trustees has scheduled the all-church Fall clean
up, starting at 8:30 a.m. Bring old rags, buckets,
and a serving attitude! A light lunch will be
provided.

!

On Friday, November 28, help is needed to
make the wreaths, put up the Christmas tree,
banners, and other decor. Bring your garden
shears. If you are able to help, please see
Marge Honjiyo.

!
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Deadline for Articles

!

Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 58, No. 11
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of September, we
collected 78 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be
November 30, 2014. Monetary
donations accepted, too. Checks
may be made to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with
Hawai‘i Food Bank on the memo
line. Mahalo.

Hui Hoaloha Christmas
Luncheon

!

Be sure to sign up for the Hui Hoaloha
Christmas luncheon! November 30 is the deadline
to sign up. The luncheon is on Thursday, December 11 at 11:00 a.m.
at 15 Craigside solarium. Parking is limited, so we need to carpool
rides from NCC to Craigside. December planners are: Alice and
Howard Ishihara, Alice Kimoto, Dorothy Nakagawa, and Mary
Oshiro.

Nichigobu Christmas Luncheon

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

!

Bring your items on
Sunday, Nov. 30

!

The pick up day is
the first Thursday of
the month. Please help
our volunteers by
removing caps from
bottles, rinsing and
separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2014 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

!

By Dorothy Kusumoto

!

A Christmas buffet lunch at The Willows on Hausten Street at 11
a.m. Thursday, December 4, 2014 is planned by the Nichigobu
Congregation. $21.55 plus tax and tip. The buffet lunch is open to
members and friends of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church. For
reservations contact Dot Kusumoto, 230-7031 or June Nishimura,
888-2411.

!
Chutney, Jam and Biscotti Sale – Nov. 9
!

The holidays are right around the corner, so come and stock up on
Don and June Ikeda’s fabulous chutney and jams. They will also
have a new item on sale…..chocolate almond biscotti and cranberry
walnut biscotti! All proceeds will go toward the College Summer
Internship Program. Thank you, Don and June, for your generous
support of our young adult leadership development ministry!
6

January - Church Council
February - Missions
March - Nichigobu
April - Sew Fun
May - Board of Trustees
June - Christian Nurture
July - Hui Hoaloha
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Women of Nu‘uanu
November - Committees
December - Youth
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can help you
with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075 Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

!

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Muriel Arakaki,
Mark Au, Kimiko Bristow-Canfield, Dwight
Cobb, Carol Hamada, Mack Hamada, Edna Ito,
Fumiko Kamita, Leonetta Kinard, Yuriko
Konno, Minnie Kosasa, Rev. Armin Kroehler,
Hanako “Hankie” Kuniyoshi, Janet Kurokawa,
Michael Kurokawa, Dr. Lenora Lorenzo, Leslie
Lum, Ethel Nitta, Chikao Nogami, Florence
Osumi, Masaji Saito, Eiko Soranaka, Terry
Stone, Matthew Stucke, Mayee Wong, Glenn
Yamada, and Marie Yoneshige.

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in
it with thanksgiving.
Colossians 4-2

!

Lord, we thank you for the privilege of
speaking to you in prayer. Dear God, there
are times when we wonder where you are.
We wonder how what we’re facing will ever
work for good. Increase our faith to believe
that we can make a difference when we pray.
And when we don’t see the answers to our
prayers exactly the way we prayed them, help
us to not allow ourselves to get discouraged
and lose faith. Help us trust you to answer in
your way and your timing. Help us to be
strong in spirit and pray for one another.
Amen.

!

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by the individual, family members
or friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast love endures
Birthday Offerings
Mary Ann Saito
Jane Uyechi
Dorothy Hosoda
Micki Sasaki

Memorial Offerings
Flora Oshima - IMO Thomas Oshima

!

In Loving Memory
Condolences go out to the family of the late
Pearl Okino who passed away on August 11,
2014 in California. Pearl was a long-time
member of NCC before moving to the mainland.
She is survived by daughters Leila, Lora,
Christine, and grandchildren.

!

Thanks Offerings
Laurie Hamano
Taichi Nomi
Muriel Arakaki

!
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26

30
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Advent WreathMaking
10:30 AM Youth Bible Study
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

23
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Youth Bible Study
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

16
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Youth Bible Study
5:00 PM Game Night
11/16/14

9
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Chutney Sale
10:30 AM Youth Bible Study

2
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Youth Bible Study
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Youth Bible Study
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group

Sunday

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Monday

November 2014

1

24

17

10

3

27

18

11

4

28

6:00 PM Cantata Rehearsal

2

25
7:00 PM Nuuanu Valley Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

6:00 PM Council

Office Closed

Tuesday

9:00 AM Hui Malama

NCC News Deadline

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:00 PM Bible Study

NCC News Deadline

5:00 PM Bible Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:00 PM Bible Study

NCC News Deadline

5:00 PM Bible Study

NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

3

26

19

12

5

29

4

27

20

13

6

30

Friday

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Service, 7 p.m.

!

21

14

7

31

5

28
8:00 AM Set Up for Advent

Planning Ahead.....

Office Closed
Happy Thanksgiving!

Caller Deadline

Thursday

8

1
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6

29

22

15

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

11:00 AM Terminex Pest
Control

Fall Mokupuni at NCC

9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!

Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
2651 Pali Highway ∗ Honolulu, HI 96817
Address Service

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
HONOLULU HI
PERMIT NO. 354
PERMIT NO. 354

!
November 2014

To discontinue receiving the
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church oﬃce at 595-3935.

Lectionary Readings for November
November 2 (Partners in Service): Josh 3:7-17 • Ps 107:1-7, 33-37 or Mic 3:5-12 • Ps 43 • 1
Thess 2:9-13 • Matt 23:1-12

!

November 9 (Tending God’s Light): Josh 24:1-3a, 14-25 • Ps 78:1-7 or Wisd of Sol 6:12-16 or
Amos 5:18-24 • Wisd of Sol 6:17-20 or Ps 70 • 1 Thess 4:13-18 • Matt 25:1-13

!

November 16 (Extravagant Opportunity): Judg 4:1-7 • Ps 123 or Zeph 1:7, 12-18 • Ps 90:1-8
(9-11), 12 • 1 Thess 5:1-11 • Matt 25:14-30

!

November 23 (Reigning Compassion): Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24 • Ps 100 or Ezek 34:11-16, 20-24
• Ps 95:1-7a • Eph 1:15-23 • Matt 25:31-46

!

November 30 (Where Are You, God?): Isa 64:1-9 • Ps 80:1-7, 17-19 • 1 Cor 1:3-9 • Mark
13:24-37

!
!

