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Can I Be a Witness?
By Kristen Young, Youth Ministry Intern
On Sunday, April 12, the youth of our
congregation, along with Alex and I, were at
Pearl City Community Church to prepare 650
steak and chicken plates for the first fundraiser
for youth to attend the United Church of Christ
National Youth Event in Orlando, FL, July of
2016.
The National Youth Event is held by the
United Church of Christ every four years. The
last one was in 2012, right after I graduated from
high school, and I got to go. Somehow, seven of
us from four different islands and seven different
churches were invited to attend this conference.
It was my first time away from home for so long
and my first time seeing the United Church of
Christ at a national level. I had attended my local
church every Sunday, even some statewide
church camps, but sometimes it’s easy to forget
that we are a part of a greater denomination that
is the United Church of Christ and an even
greater body that is the body of Christ. This
event was so memorable for me. I’ll admit that I
don’t really remember all the messages and songs
we sang, but I remember the food and meals I
shared with my fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ in the immaculate dining hall of Purdue
University in Indiana, where the event was held
—I’ll also add that they are ranked among the top
colleges for best campus food—AND I remember
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the people. I remember the way I felt with all
those people. I felt like I was a part of something
so much greater than myself. And we are a part
of something greater than ourselves.
In Luke 24, Jesus told his disciples, “You are
witnesses of these things.” I am a witness. I had
my chance to attend the National Youth Event,
and I am so excited to be able to help the youth
now on their way to Florida for the next National
Youth Event next summer in 2016. The steak/
chicken plate fundraiser was the first of the
fundraisers for this event. A group of local UCC
churches on Oahu is working together to send the
youth of Hawaii to this youth event. We have a
goal of $50,000 and that is a LOT of money. But
already, we have made so much progress, not
(Continued on p. 2 - Witness)
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committee is made up of older people. I am by
far the youngest person. These people are
witnesses. They can’t even attend this event
(because it’s open to ages 13-18), but they are
working so hard to send their youth because they
have encountered Jesus and they want their youth
to have an experience with Jesus.

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

Witness - Continued from p. 1

I am a witness. My journey of faith was
strengthened because I was able to attend a
National Youth Event. It is my prayer that we
will support all the youth of NCC so that they,
too, may attend the National Youth Event in
2016. If you have any questions about the
National Youth Event, please don’t hesitate to
contact me.

really monetary progress, but we have united
together to work toward this one goal. The
weekend of April 12 was so busy. Saturday was
prep day and some people came out to help, then
Sunday was distribution day and a bunch more
people came to help. We all started out not
knowing each other and within that short time,
we were calling each other by name and laughing
together and working so well together that we got
all those plates done so fast. I saw a boy from
my other church sitting with the boys from NCC
during lunch. Along the way, as we strive toward
our big goal so that all the youth who want to
will be able to participate in this youth event, we
are growing closer and forming relationships and
working as the body of Christ. The fundraising

2016
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Faith-Full Feast
By Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
In her sermon on April 19, Kristen Young reflected on how when the Risen Christ ate with his
disciples in Luke 24. She said:
“Jesus came back from the dead and he broke bread with his disciples and ate fish with his
disciples. I think if I came back to life, I would wanna eat too. Eating is something that’s
totally normal and not scary. Something that makes Jesus human, like the rest of us. Eating
makes people comfortable and able to connect at a human level… Only after eating the bread
Jesus broke, the two disciples on the road to Emmaus recognized Jesus; and only after eating,
the minds of the disciples were opened. What is it about eating?! Well, it’s not about just
eating, but eating together. When we come to the table to share a meal, for that time, we are
together and we are equal… Jesus was with his disciples even before they recognized him—as
they were on the road to Emmaus and as they were sharing a meal. But it’s not enough that
Jesus is there or that Jesus is here… it’s about recognizing that Jesus is there and Jesus is here.
It’s about witnessing the risen Christ in our lives. It’s about us being able to say, “OMJ!” and
realizing that Jesus is present in all these normal things.”
	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Yes,	
  the	
  Risen	
  Christ	
  is	
  made	
  known	
  to	
  us	
  as	
  we	
  share	
  feast	
  together;	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  so	
  many	
  
ways	
  in	
  which	
  we	
  are	
  invited	
  to	
  feast!	
  	
  So, beginning on Sunday, May 31 and continuing to Sunday,
July 5, we invite you to a time of feasting!
Faith-Full Feast is program for the whole congregation, designed to deepen our relationship with
God and with each other. Faith-Full Feast will take place during 6 Sundays – from May 31 to July 5,
from 10:30 to 12:30, providing opportunities for the whole congregation to learn and feast together.
The schedule for Faith-Full Feast is as follows:
From10:30 to 11:30:
Keiki (ages 4-12) will gather in the sanctuary for “Godly Play.” Although Godly Play is new to us
here at Nu‘uanu, it’s been around for over 40 years, teaching children to use faith language—
parables, sacred stories, and liturgical action—to help them become more fully aware of the
mystery of God's presence in their lives. Ms. Peggy Graybill who first came to Nu‘uanu for the
Maundy Thursday worship service this year is an experienced Godly Play teacher. She will be the
main storyteller for Godly Play, focusing on six Parables of Jesus.
Youth (grades 6-12) will gather in the Youth Lounge for engaging in Old Testament biblical stories
that will help them experience the Bible rather than just reading or hearing about it. These sessions
will be guided by the College Summer Interns.
Adults (no age limit!) will gather in room 206 with the Rev. Dwight Morita for a time of
“Experiencing the Bible Again for the First Time.” This curriculum is based on the book Reading
the Bible Again for the First Time: Taking the Bible Seriously but not Literally by Marcus Borg.
(Continued on p. 4 - Faith-Full Feast)
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Faith-Full Feast - Continued from p. 3

event of steak and chicken plate lunch and the
bags of clothing which is another fundraising
event.

Then at 11:30, everyone will gather in Kosasa
Hall for “feast” (lunch) and closing time
together. Chancel Choir members are invited to
join in the feast after the choir rehearsal.

Savers will pay the Oahu United Church of
Christ Association $5.00 per bag of clothing (13
gallon size bag). The funds will be used to help
send the youth to the National Youth Event
at Walt Disney World Resort in Lake Buena
Vista, Fla., from July 26 through July 29, 2016.
For more information visit http://
www.hi2nye.org.

In the coming weeks, members of the Board
of Christian Nurture will invite you to be a part
of the Faith-Full Feast. So come! Let us feast
together!

Fundraising Events Steak or Chicken Plate/
Clothing for Savers
By Becky Kanenaka & Kristen Young
A special shout out to all who supported the
youth fundraising event on Sunday, April 12th.
The members of Pearl City Community Church
were welcoming, and it was a great day of
fellowship and fun! Everyone worked hard and
efficiently as over 650+ plates were assembled
by 11:30 am. It was wonderful to see everyone
doing their task cheerfully.
A huge thank you to the youth who woke up
early to be at NCC at 7:00 am and worked till
noon- Scott and Stephanie Chung, Brandon
Hayashi, and Preston Iha. You all were
awesome! Special thanks to Alex Montiel and
Kristen Young who took on more
responsibilities and organized all the youth from
the participating churches to prepare the plate
lunches and delivered the plate lunches to NCC.
Preparation for this event was done the day
before, thank you Alex, Brandon and Kristen
for helping with the prep work which made
Sunday's work a breeze. A big thank you to
Becky Kanenaka who is representing NCC on
the fundraising committee for “HI2NYE” and
who also woke up early and worked along with
the youth to prepare the plate lunches. Thank
you all who supported this youth fundraising

Photos courtesy of Becky Kanenaka
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Thanks to Nu‘uanu

Greetings from Georgia!
(Excerpts from Ashley Hartwell’s email)

Dear NCC,
“We are doing wonderfully, thank you! Kris
finished his officer training in September, and
was accepted into an accelerated master’s
program last spring at Columbus State
University…..He will graduate with a Masters in
Organizational Leadership in May! I was hired
as the Museum Curator for the National Armor &
Cavalry Museum here at Fort Benning in
October; I am responsible for ensuring our tank
collection, as well as all of the uniforms, boots,
mess kits, etc. that reflect the history of the
Army’s Armor and Cavalry branch….It’s a ton of
work, but I’m really enjoying it!

Once again I find myself grateful for all the
loving, supportive and incredible people I've met
in Oahu. As many of you may know, I'm
currently working on a film I am directing called
Soar. Soar is a very important film to me, as it is
my way of memorializing a tragedy that
happened in my community. It is no secret that
the shootings that happened at University of
California, Santa Barbara shook the nation, and
the fact that it happened so close to me is so
surreal. Soar is my way to remember the ones
who passed away due to the shootings, to honor
to the ones who were injured, and to support
everyone who was emotionally affected by this
event.

I’m training for a race right now, the Run
Across Georgia/Race for the Heroes, that is a
fund raiser for the House of Heroes, a non-profit
organization that makes necessary improvements
to the houses of military and civil service
veterans and their spouses. It’s a great
organization that works strictly with volunteers
to fix up these homes for often disabled or very
elderly veterans who simply cannot fix it
themselves. The race is literally across Georgia Savannah to Columbus - a total of 260 miles.
My team will run it as a relay - eight women
running different legs of the race - and we have
to finish in 40 hours. That takes place over
Memorial Day weekend…..We miss you all
immeasurably!
—Ashley

Fundraising has been a huge part in making
this film as impactful as possible, and once again
I found myself the recipient of Nu'uanu
Congregational Church's generous heart. I
wanted to personally thank my ohana on Oahu
for continuously supporting me and my passions.
It is no secret that this year was going to be a
struggle for me (as I expressed through my
internship last summer) but through the support
of this church I was constantly reminded to keep
moving forward and remember that God has a
much bigger plan for me.There were many times
this last year where I was constantly discouraged,
but with the support of NCC I knew I could
succeed. I want to say thanks for the constant
support, not only for Soar, but for all the support
I've received throughout the years. Thanks for
helping me share my visions with the world.

If anyone is interested in supporting Ashley in
the Run Across Georgia/Race for the Heroes, you
may “click here.”

Andres Montiel
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Rev. Grant Lee’s Ministries Celebrated
By Ann Ito
More than 50 persons with NCC connections joined in worship and feasting at a recent celebration
of the more than four decades of ministry by The Rev. Dr. Grant Lee amidst several UCC and
service communities. Hosted by the Community Church of Honolulu on Saturday, April18, 2015, the
celebration began in worship with an oli by Rev. Kekapa Lee, with a call to worship by Pastor Mary
Paik and Richard Young, and Grant’s two grandsons, Luke and Jedidiah Griffin, reading scripture
about being “called” into service. Joanne Sudo Whitaker provided piano accompaniment throughout
the worship service and was part of a trio that rendered an uplifting version of “You Raise Me Up.”
What followed were sharing of stories about special people in the various settings of Grant’s ministry
from his decade at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, through his service at Pearl City Community
Church, as Associate Conference Minister at Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ, and to his
current call at Waialua United Church of Christ. (NCC’s story was shared by Steve and Ann Ito.)
At NCC in the 1970’s, what was highlighted was the phenomenal work of Rennie Mau in
establishing the Ka Mele Nani O Ke Akua Singers (Children’s Choir), who was ably assisted by Paula
Pang Yamamoto (with her music education background) and Sandy Nagaishi Lum (with logistics).
Rennie was succeeded after his departure for seminary by one of the choir’s accompanists, Joanne
Sudo Whitaker, who took on the challenge while herself still in high school and who remained
throughout her undergraduate study in music at the University of Hawai‘i. Also noted, were the scores
of unnamed youth and college students who had faith transforming experiences that Grant provided
and supported.
Grant had come to Nu‘uanu and became its beloved and energetic Youth Minister under Rev. Paul
Osumi and had left as its dynamic and esteemed Associate Minister for Christian Education serving
with Rev. David Hirano to create together a church home for children and youth and their families.
Wayne Kobayashi was among the special people identified in terms of his devoted services to the
Lani Kamaha‘o sustainability camp site in Hau‘ula, one of Grant’s favorite and visionary projects.
One of the memorable highlights of the worship service was a liturgical hula by a team from both
Pearl City Community and Waialua UCC Churches. The dance was sent live via iPad to the bedside of
one of its key and missing members who had been diagnosed in the preceding day with multiple sites
of cancer. She is the long time Waialua organist and from one of the church’s pillar families.
Rev. Neil McPherson delivered a homily on the scripture reading by Rev. Howard Yoshida on
the urgency of our returning to the Spirit of the early Christians by our being branches from the Christ
vine in whom we need remain lest we not bear fruit and wither. At its conclusion, Grant acknowledged
the exceptional support that he had been given over the intervening years by Rev. David Hirano.
The luau feast followed in the adjacent Stephen Mark Hall with Lori Yamashiro emceeing a
joyous program, including toasts from Grant’s children, Tracy and Darren, and former Hawai‘i
Continued on p. 9 - Grant’s Celebration
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Green Day Celebration
Joyce Uyehara, Missions Committee Chair
Hawai‘i is a greener place because of the tremendous amount of e-waste that was collected on our
“Green Day” event on April 18. The leftover “Free Cycle” items were collected by Kidney Foundation
who will pay for each bag of clothes, shoes, belts, purses, etc. The proceeds will be given to the Oahu
Association UCC fund to defray the costs for the youth trip to the National Youth Event in Lake Buena
Vista in July 2016.
“Many hands make work light,” but without the leadership of Becky Kanenaka, who worked
tirelessly, this event would not have happened. Thank you Becky, the Sew Fun ladies for the spam sushi
and craft items, the volunteers who helped in various ways, and Boy Scouts Troop 201 who washed the
cars and did most of the manual labor. Thank you, Velma Akinaka, for the presentation of worm casting.
Photos courtesy of Dwight Morita
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last
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Sunday of every
month. For the month
of March, we
collected 135 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be May 31, 2015.
Monetary donations accepted,
too. Checks may be made to
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
with Hawai‘i Food Bank on the
memo line. Mahalo.

Family Beach Day!
By Alex Montiel, Youth Ministry Intern
Hey NCC youth and families! This school year is quickly
coming to an end, and summer will be here before we know it! But
before then, we are having a family beach day on Sunday, May 17 at
Kailua Beach from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Feel free to bring snacks
and drinks, and be sure to bring sunblock, a good attitude and be
ready for tons of fun! If you have any questions feel free to ask
Kristen or Alex.

Grant’s Celebration - Continued from p. 6
Conference UCC colleague Randy Furushima; reading of
congratulatory greetings from UCC General Minister and President
Geoffrey Black, music, hula, and a rousing rendition led by a pastor
support group of a song written by Rev. Philip Mark that resonated
with the mugs that were Grant’s gifts to all comers on the theme of
“Live well, laugh often and love much.” All families were also given
a photo souvenir booklet prepared by Grant and Bernie Kim. This
booklet captured so many of Grant’s treasured memories and was
gleaned from thousands of photos.
The celebration was planned by a multi-church committee with
leadership from Grant’s sister, Adrienne Lee Mark, her husband
Rev. Philip Mark, and long-time friend Sarah Loui (from
Community Church of Honolulu). Rev. Dwight Morita was the
official event photographer.
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, May, 31
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of
the month. Please help
our volunteers by
removing caps from
bottles, rinsing and
separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2015 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May June - Christian Nurture
July - Nichigobu Support Group
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate
October - Finance Committee
November - Grateful Seniors
December Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Mack
Hamada, Charlene Hasegawa, Edna Ito,
Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno, Minnie
Kosasa, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Hanako
“Hankie” Kuniyoshi, Janet Kurokawa,
Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Ethel
Nitta, Amy and Chikao Nogami, Francis
Nomura, Florence Osumi, Masaji Saito,
Terry Stone, Matthew Stucke, Mayee Wong,
Glenn Yamada, and Marie Yoneshige.

I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice
and my supplications. Because he inclined his ear to
me, therefore, I will call on him as long as I live.
Psalm 116:1-2. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good, his steadfast love endures forever! Psalm
118:1
Loving God, help us to live each day with a
deep sense of your loving presence. Thank you for
hearing our voice each time we call – incline your
ear to us and grant us your peace. Help us to
remember you are as near to us as our every breath.
Amen.

Special Gifts

Yarn Donated for Knitted Caps

Give thanks to God whose
steadfast love endures forever!

By Dorothy Kusumoto
Lucille Nakamoto-Sato, grandmother of Krista
Nakamoto (Dorothy Kusumoto’s granddaughter),
donated 16 skeins of 4-ply yarn for Nichigobu
congregation. Katsuko Nomi, who has knitted 20
caps for residents and patients at Ka`u Hospital at
Pahala on the Big Island, will knit caps for residents
of a skilled nursing home on Kauai. The caps will be
presented during the Nichigobu mission trip to Kauai
sometime during the summer. Anyone interested in
joining the mission trip, contact June Nishimura or
Dorothy Kusumoto.

Birthday Offerings
Claire Furukawa
Fran Yano
Memorial Offerings
Akiye Oishi - IMO Mrs. Shizuo Oishi
Julia Nakamura - IMO Donald Nakamura
Miyoko Sasaki - IMO Nobu Fujioka
Kimie Fujioka - IMO Nobu Fujioka
Stuart Fujioka - IMO Nobu Fujioka
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8:30 AM Tai Chi
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9:00 AM Worship Service
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Nichigobu Sup10:30 AM Aloha/Mahalo
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
1:00 PM Youth Group

Family Promise

31
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Faith-Full Feast
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
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3:00 PM Service of Remembrance

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi
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9:00 AM Worship Service
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
10:00 AM Keiki Praise Ensemble
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
1:00 PM Youth Group

Family Promise
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10:30 AM Chancel Choir
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10:30 AM Board of Chris10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM CSI Committee
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9:00 AM Hui Malama
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NCC News Deadline
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9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:30 PM Mentor Orientation

NCC News Deadline

6:00 PM Lectionary Bible
Study
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Wednesday
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1
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Planning Ahead.....4

June 11 - Office Closed
June 12-13 - ‘Aha Pae’aina
June 14 - Grad Service
July 10-12 - Family Camp at Camp Mokule’ia

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

29
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

22

15
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Friday

28

21

14

7

30
NCC Scholar…tion Deadline

Thursday
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8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

9:00 AM CSI Consultation

'Aha Mokupuni

2
8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun
11:00 AM Boy Scouts ECOH

Saturday
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Lectionary Readings for May
May 3 (Abiding in Love): Acts 8:26-40 • Ps 22:25-31• 1 John 4:7-21 • John 15:1-8
May 10 (Friend’s Together): Acts 10:44-48 • Ps 98 • 1 John 5:1-6 • John 15:9-17
May 17 (Guided in Prayer): Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 • Ps 1 • 1 John 5:9-13 • Luke 17:6-19
May 24 (Spirit for All): Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek 37:1-14 • Ps 104:24-34, 35b • Rom 8:22-27 or
Acts 2:1-21 • John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 31 (Mysterious Encounter): Isa 6:1-8 • Ps 29 • Rom 8:12-17 • John 3:1-17

