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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7 p.m.

Let us celebrate the birth of the Christ-child on
Christmas Eve! Join us for our annual Candlelight Service,
Dec. 24, at 7:00 p.m. There will be lessons and carols and
special music by A Touch of Brass and Rachel Wong.
Christmas Caroling
After worship today, keiki, youth, and young adults will go caroling
at Hale Ho Aloha in Pacific Heights, Hawaii Kai Retirement Community,
and The Plaza in Waikiki. We will be bringing some Christmas cheer,
and you are welcome to join us. You may leave with us at
11:15 or meet us at the venues and sing with us. We expect
to arrive at Hale Ho Aloha at 11:30; Hawaii Kai Retirement
Community at 12:30; and The Plaza in Waikiki at 1:30. For
more information, see Kristen.

Annual Reports

Thank you to all who have turned in their annual report. If you have
not done so, please do so ASAP. It’s a tedious task formatting and
compiling all reports into the final document, so your cooperation is
much appreciated. Please send it as a Word document. —Paula Yamamoto

Boy Scout Troop 201 Kadomatsu Sale

Please come down to Kosasa Hall from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. to see the biggest display of Kadomatsu in Hawaii and to
pick up your pre-ordered kadomatsu.

2016 Floral Offerings

Honor a loved one or celebrate a special occasion with a floral
offering for the sanctuary. Sign ups for the 2016 flower chart are now
being taken on the lanai following the worship service or call the church
office.

Wednesday Night Lectionary Bible Study

The Lectionary Bible Study class scheduled for December 2015 and
January 2016 has been modified for the holiday season. We will resume
the Lectionary Bible Study on January 13, 2016 at 5:30 pm. Please note
the schedule change. All are welcome!!!
Experiencing the Heart of Christianity
From January 10 to March 20, 2016, Rev. Dwight Morita will lead
an 11-week adult study called "Experiencing the Heart of Christianity."
This study is based on the bestselling book by Marcus J. Borg called The
Heart of Christianity: Rediscovering a Life of Faith and will engage you
with the issues that lie at the heart of Christianity today. Delving into
such topics as the Bible, God, Jesus, sin, and how to live in a multi-faith,
pluralistic society, Experiencing the Heart of Christianity will guide you
through these complicated issues, leaving you thought-full and inspired.
The class will meet from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in room 206.

Bonhoeffer

When Jesus says, “Follow me...” (Matt. 4:19), “The response of
the disciples,” says Bonhoeffer, “is an act of obedience, not a
confession of faith in Jesus.”
Who is this Dietrich Bonhoeffer and what makes him say this?
Eric Metaxas has created a small group study DVD program to help us
understand the spiritual truths that guided Bonhoeffer during a dark
period of history. Come and learn how these spiritual truths can be an
inspiration for us even today. Join us on Sundays in April, 2016.

—Chester Naka

A Lifetime Gift

The holidays are upon us. If you would like to give a gift that keeps
on giving, the Wormcycler is the perfect gift. For just $60 the
Wormcycler will give endless benefits for aina: nutrient soil, natural
time release fertilizer, wonderful organic fertilizer, insect repellent,
disease repellent, conserves water, and lifelong soil friends that don’t talk
back. They just give and keep on giving! Email or call Velma at
kimoment2@hawaiiantel.net or call 595-3135 after 7 p.m. If you would
like to see it live, there is a Wormcycler on the Friendship Lanai and
outside the preschool classroom in Kibo Kan 103. You are invited to
check it out.
--Ulu Wai Ministry

Love Feast Fundraiser
Join us on Saturday, January 30, 2016 from
5:00-8:00 p.m. at Community Church of Honolulu for
our “love feast” fundraiser (spaghetti dinner and silent
auction) to support the HI2NYE fundraising committee that is working to
subsidize costs of all NYE youth participants in the Oahu Association.
NCC will be sending four youth to the UCC National Youth Event in
Orlando, Florida in the summer of 2016. If you want to show some love
at our “love feast,” please contact Becky or Kristen at
nccintern.kristen@gmail.com/ or 808-927-0741. Tickets are $20 per
person and donations of silent auction items and centerpieces are being
accepted.

Mahalo nui loa!

The Missions Committee is so grateful for the congregation's support
of Family Promise & White Christmas. Thanks to everyone who helped
us make the past week a good one for our guests from Family Promise.
We housed and fed four families: 4 moms, 2 dads, and 9 children, 2 of
them newborns.
Thanks to Dwight Morita for taking lovely portraits of the families.
Thanks to the NCC Youth Group and parents, Boy Scouts Troop 201,
Jammers Volleyball Club, and the Unitarians, our support
congregation, for providing delicious dinners. Thanks to the overnight
hosts: Arthur Goto, Wayne Kobayashi, George Honjiyo, Rachel
Stucke, and Judy Keith. Thanks to Joyce Uyehara, Helen Pierce, and
Mabel Suzuki for weekend breakfasts. Thanks to Sybil Seto for food
shopping, coordinating meals and being a gracious hostess. Thanks to
the folks who took a bag or two of laundry and returned it clean and
folded. Thanks to those who helped with setting up and breaking down
the rooms. Thanks to Becky Kanenaka for making sure we were well
stocked with diapers and other necessities. Thanks to the kind folks who
made and donated baby quilts and who gifted Jerome & Brittney with a
picture frame so they could hang their family portrait on the wall of their
new apartment. It is no small job to ensure that the families enjoy a good
week as our guests at NCC. But when we all pull together, the work is a
joy and a gift to God.
And while we are saying thanks... a big mahalo to everyone
who brought items for our White Christmas collection. There is
a huge pile of donations under the tree to be sorted for Family
Promise, River of Life Mission, and the UCC Transition
House. Shampoo, toothpaste, underwear... it may not seem like
much to us, but to someone in need, these items are a real
blessing. Your generosity is deeply appreciated.

--The Missions Committee

Access Statement

(Revised 8/2/14 by the Diaconate Board)
As stated in our Vision Statement, “Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
is a diverse, open congregation of faithful Christians who seek to affirm
all persons as children of God.” Furthermore, our Policy on Nondiscrimination clearly states that “we do not discriminate against any
person, group or organization in hiring, promotion, membership,
appointment, use of facility, provision of services on the basis of race,
ethnicity, skin color, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender identity,
faith, nationality, marital status, or disability.”
As a part of living out our vision and commitment to an inclusive
and diverse community, following accommodations are in place for
worship:
• To provide communication access to worship, large print
worship bulletins, assistive listening devices, Japanese Bibles
and Japanese hymnals are available from the ushers.
• Members needing transportation to worship are invited to contact
Ohana Ministry for access to taxi service.
• Those traveling by Handivan are requested to let the Church
Office know at least 2 days in advance so that members of the
Diaconate might meet the van on Sunday mornings.
Due to the age and construction of the buildings, not all areas are
easily accessible to persons with mobility issues. Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church will provide reasonable accommodations to
qualified individuals with disabilities within these limitations.
For requesting other accommodations, please contact the Church
Office.

