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On the Cross
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By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
Jesus told a parable:
A man had a fig tree planted in his
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit
on it and found none. So he said to the
gardener, 'See here! For three years I have
come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and
still I find none. Cut it down! Why should
it be wasting the soil?' Then the gardener
said 'Sir, let it alone for one more year,
until I dig around it and put manure on it.
If it bears fruit next year, well and good;
but if not, you can cut it down.'" (Luke
13:6-9)
Traditionally, we have understood that the
landowner represents God and the gardener
represents Jesus; The three years of waiting
represents the three years of Jesus’ ministry, and
we are the fig tree, individually or as the church.
And God, the landowner is not pleased because
we, the fig tree, are not producing any fruit. God
the landowner wants to cut it down; yet Jesus,
the gardener, pleads for us, asking God to be
patient with us.
The problem with this traditional
understanding of the parable is that nowhere in
the Gospel of Luke is God described as an angry
and vindictive God who sits in judgment of us.
Rather,

•

•

Luke portrays God who is like a shepherd
who leaves the 99 sheep and goes looking
for the one that is lost;
Luke portrays God as a woman who
sweeps her house all night, looking for
the lost coin; and
Luke portrays God as a father who waits
patiently for the prodigal sons to come
home.

So I offer you another way to understand
this parable. I believe that, in this parable, God
is the gardener who cares for the fig tree. God is
the patient gardener who attends to the fig tree,
digging around it and putting manure around it.
God is the one who loves with resilient love, who
tends with tenacious care.
And I think we are the landowner in this
parable - the one who has a ruthless sense of
what is “fair…” the one who holds a clear system
for receiving rewards and punishments: You get
rewards if you do good; and you get punishment
for doing evil. It’s clear cut. And we take this
understanding of rewards and punishments even
to our understanding of Jesus and his death on
the cross.
(Continued on p. 2 - On the Cross)

Nu‘uanu Caller is a monthly publication of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, founded in 1885 and organized in 1892
(United Church of Christ, a 1957 union of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the Congregational Churches).
Rev. Mary Paik, Senior Pastor; Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator; Nelson Fujinaga, Custodian; Le Huynh,
Groundskeeper & Security.
Web site: nuuanu.org • Email: nccadmin@hawaiiantel.net • Phone: (808) 595-3935 • Fax: (808) 595-2848

Nu‘uanu Caller, March 2016

Vol. 59, No. 3
death – that “Jesus died for our sins.” But if God
is this patient gardener and not the impatient and
vindictive landowner, does it make sense that
God needs to be placated by Jesus being
slaughtered?

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

As our Lenten journey comes to a close with
our approach to Holy Week, I invite you to
meditate on the cross, the cross not as God’s
punishment, but as the place where we see and
experience God’s love for us. On the cross, it is
God in Christ who suffers unjustly and dies the
death of a criminal to show us that we are never
alone in our suffering. On the cross, we see
God’s forgiveness and God’s outstretched arms
that pull us in to life anew. On the cross, we
know that death is not the end. Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!

Holy Week Services
March 20 (Palm Sunday) - 9:00 a.m. The Chancel Choir will offer “The
Wonderful Cross,” a worship musical
for Easter. Barbara Miwa, soloist.
March 24 (Maundy Thursday) - 6:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary - Remembering Jesus’ last supper
with his disciples. A light soup supper will begin
at 5:15 p.m. on the lanai, followed with a service
of reflection of Christ’s mandate to love one
another and the Lord’s Supper. Sarah Weible
will preach.
March 25 (Good Friday) - Noon and
6:00 p.m. Good Friday Tenebrae services are
offered.
March 27 (Easter Sunday)
6:00 a.m. - Sunrise Service at
Halona Blow Hole with Hawaii
Kai UCC. The service will be led
by the young and young-at-heart.
Kristen Young and someone from HKUCC will
be sharing.

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

9:00 a.m. - Resurrection Service at NCC. A
Touch of Brass will be offering special music.

On the Cross - (Continued from p. 1)
We continue to believe – erroneously, I think
– that Jesus’s death is somehow God punishing
Jesus because of our sins. I know that this is one
of the popular beliefs and theories about Jesus’s

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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Pastoral Assessment Survey

Thrift Store at Lana‘i Union
Church

The Pastoral Assessment Survey was mailed
to the members of the congregation last month.
Please take some time to seriously reflect on our
ministries together here at NCC. The Pastoral
Assessment Committee requests that you fill out
the survey and promptly return it to the church by
March 11, 2016. Please use the self-address,
stamped envelope that was included with the
survey. Or if you wish, the survey can be filled
out on-line. The survey link is https:\\goo.gl/
f9cZiy. If you have any questions, please contact
the committee members: Chester Naka, Cherie
Nakamura, Mary Ann Saito or Paul
Yamamoto.

Lana‘i Union
Church operates a
Thrift Store for the
folks on Lana’i,
and we have been
invited to collect
and bring gently
Preston and Matthew model
used items for the
findings in the Thrift Store.
church to sell at
Photo courtesy of Pastor Mary.
their Thrift Store.
This year, they would like us to collect and bring:
• Household/kitchen items (including small
appliances)
• Big kids' clothes for both boys & girls (like size
6X and up)
• Juniors clothes for boys & girls

April Green Fair
Donations
By Velma Akinaka, Missions Committee

Please collect the items at home and then
bring them to church between April 24 and May
25. The youth will take the items with them on
their Lana‘i Mission Trip, June 5-10. Thank you
in advance for your generosity.

If you have the following items,
please donate them to NCC’s Green Fair
by March 31st. Call Velma at 595-3135
or email: kimomment2@hawaiiantel.net,
if you have these items to reycle
(CLEANED, WASHED, DRIED):
• 89 ounce plastic orange juice
(Tropicana or Simply Orange) bottles
with handle
• Transparent glass or plastic jars with
covers and their labels removed… for
terrariums. They should hold at least 40
ounces and have a wide mouth.
• 1” - 3” diameter plastic planting pots or
metal/plastic containers
• Unused potting soil
• Vermicomposting worms
Mahalo! Hui Malama Elves

Bonhoeffer
By Chester Naka
“Such grace is costly because it calls us to
follow, and it is grace because it calls us to
follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs
a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a
man the only true life. . . Above all, it is costly
because it cost God the life of his Son”
Who is this Dietrich Bonhoeffer and what
makes him say this? Eric Metaxas has created a
small group study DVD program to help us
understand the spiritual truths that guided
Bonhoeffer during a dark period of history.
Come and learn how these spiritual truths can be
an inspiration for us even today. Join us on
Sundays in April, 2016.
3

Nu‘uanu Caller, March 2016

Vol. 59, No. 3

Youth Spring Retreat
By Sarah Weible, Youth Ministry Intern
The youth group will be going on a short three-day, two-night retreat to YWCA Kokokahi during
spring break, March 20 through March 22.
The retreat will be open to all NCC youth (grades 6-12), and four high school youth from Lana‘i will
also be joining us. Youth Ministry interns Kristen Young and Sarah Weible will be leading the retreat
and all the activities we will be doing.
The focus of the spring break retreat is for each youth to grow in their own understanding of God,
teach them how to share God’s word, and develop stronger relationships with each other.
The retreat will include a designated time for the youth to be able to develop their own devotional, and
they will lead the group during specific devotional times. We are also be doing a short service project
on the Windward side as a way to give back to the ‘aina, and work together as a team. After the service
project we will go to the beach to do some team building activities and enjoy each other’s company.
The retreat will be a precursor to the annual Lana‘i Vacation Bible School, and the relationships the
youth build here will help them in their teaching and interacting with the kids at Lana‘i Union Church
this and every summer thereafter.

A Big Mahalo
By Kristen Young, Youth Ministry Leader
Thank you to everyone who supported the HI2NYE’s Love Feast on January 30. This dinner and
silent auction event was the last
big fundraiser of the HI2NYE
committee. The ticket sales and
bids from this event brought in
close to $7,000 to assist with
scholarships for each of the 22
Oahu youth who will attend the
National Youth Event in July,
four of which are youth from
NCC. With all the support from
past fundraisers and donations,
the HI2NYE team has raised
enough money to cover event
registration and accommodations
for each youth participant.
Thank you so much for
NCC NYE participants. Photo courtesy of Pastor Mary Paik.
investing in our youth! With
gratitude, HI2NYE members,
Becky Kanenaka, Kristen Young, and NCC Youth.
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Arigato From Rev. Inukai

Rev. Oshimo was just like a father to me and
asked a church in Hawai‘i to send scholarship for
me. I myself tried hard to do my part-time job,
but I don’t know just how much help that
scholarship gave me. To my shame, I was
informed only that the scholarship was from a
church in Hawaii and didn’t know anything in
detail, even the sum total.

On February 21, 2016, the Rev. Mitsuhiro
Inukai and his spouse Motoko visited Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church to thank the congregation
for a scholarship that he received some 50 years
ago. It was a blessing to have them join us for
worship and fellowship and to learn about the
legacy of our foremothers and forefathers.
Although invited to speak in Japanese to be
translated by the Rev. Yoko Asada (NCC
associate pastor from 1998-2002), he chose to
deliver the following message in English.

Soon after I graduated from the School of
Theology, I married Motoko and started my
mission work in Chikuho area in Kyushu.,
southern part of Japan. It was 1965. At that
time, the energy policy of Japan shifted from
coal-centered to petroleum. Chikuho was the
biggest coal mine area in Japan. The drastic
change of energy policy produced more than
150,000 unemployed in that area alone.

“Sisters and brothers of Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church, very nice to see you.
We are from Japan, Mitsuhiro and Motoko
Inukai. We are standing here to say thank you
for your support we received some 50 years ago.
You had sent scholarship to me when I was a
seminary student, by which I completed my
study at the Doshisha University School of
Theology.

Then, I met Jesus Christ who was living
together with the poor, the suffered and the
grieved. By chance, our mission life in Chikuho
was featured in the NHK TV program Spirit
(Continued on p. 6 - Rev. Inukai)

To make my personal history short, I was
born in Osaka in April 1939 and raised in a
Buddhist family. Near my house, the South
Osaka Church was situated. The church ran a
kindergarten and I entered there. Due to World
War II, that kindergarten closed so I couldn’t
graduate, but I kept going to the Sunday School.
The pastor in charge at the South Osaka Church
was Rev. Kakuichi Oshimo. It was my great
pleasure to attend the church amid the turmoil of
postwar era.
I lost my father to tuberculosis when I was in
my second year at junior high school. Some
students of Doshisha School of Theology led the
Sunday School at that time and they were very
kind to me. When I was in the last year of High
School, I was baptized by Rev. Oshimo. And I
decided to study theology at Doshisha
University.

Rev. Mitsuhiro and Mrs. Motoko Inukai.
Photo courtesy of Dwight Morita.
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Rev. Inukai - (Continued from p. 5)

God. And I also want to express my gratitude to
you. So Thank you very much! May God bless
you all.”

Today. My mission work lasted 46 years and on
April 2011, I retired and moved to Nagasaki
Prefecture where we are currently living.
When I look back at my pastoral life which
was sort of a reckless one, I have to say that I had
a swelled head as if I could achieve something.
The truth is so many people have been
supporting me, I have finally realized. That
realization brings me to remembrance of the
scholarship which was from a Hawaiian church,
your congregation. Many church members
collected and sent money to a poor seminary
student with their whole heart. I thought, if
possible I want to go to Hawai‘i and visit the
congregation to say thank you.

Rev. Kakuichi Oshimo
Photo from NCC Archives.

NCC Blessings

While I was thinking that, it was March 2015
when we celebrated our Golden Wedding
Anniversary. Our children joined the celebration
and told us to our great surprise, ‘Why don’t you
visit Hawai‘i? We buy tickets for you.’

By Ty Hayashi

This past Christmas break when we spent
time with out parents back in Hilo, my Dad asked
me where we went to church. When I told him
he said, “Oh, I know that church.”
“How?” I asked.
“Straight out of college my first teaching
assignment was in Molokai. During summer I
came back to Honolulu to work in the pineapple
fields. I needed an affordable place to stay and a
friend told me about Nuuanu Congregational
Church. So I stayed in the dorms there that
summer.”

Meanwhile, by God’s grace, I came to know
Rev. Yoko Asada and shared my thought with
her. She was kind enough to tell us that she
would come with us to visit Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church. That’s why we are
standing before you.
Is there anyone among you that supported me
50 years ago? I think all of them have joined the
heavenly host already. However, I am extremely
happy to be with you, with the Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church where those who helped
me once belonged, and to have the opportunity to
thank you.

I was more than a little surprised. We'd been
attending NCC these past four-plus years, and
this bit of family history with our church had
somehow eluded me. And I felt it right that we
now attend and contribute as we can to NCC,
which blessed my dad with a welcoming place to
stay over fifty years ago. And of course NCC
continues to bless our entire family to this day.
Mahalo NCC for being there for us all!

Now I can’t stop thinking of Rev. Kakuichi
Oshimo, who was from Hilo, Hawai‘i. He left
his home island and came to Japan, loved Japan,
and spread Gospel in the difficult times of postwar period. I am so thankful for his mission to
6
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 59, No. 3
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of January, we
collected 83 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be March 27,
2016. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Town Hall Meeting - March 6
Our first quarterly “Town Hall” meeting will be held March 6,
2016 from 12:00-2:00 p.m. in the choir room. Lunch will be served
at 11:30 a.m. on the lanai.
What is a “Town Hall” Meeting? As part of the “Plan for
Moving Forward as a United Church” which the congregation
adopted in November 2015, we agreed to have quarterly gatherings
“for congregation members and friends to meet informally to
encourage and promote communication and discussion among the
congregation and to keep members informed.” To this “Town Hall”
style meeting, members and friends are invited to bring concerns or
share information. The beginning of our conversation will be the
“Plan for Moving Forward as a United Church,” and we will be
guided by a professional facilitator and the “Code of Conduct”
which the congregation also adopted in November. If you have any
questions, please contact Moderator Laurie Hamano.

Yarn Needed to Knit Caps
By Dorothy Kusumoto
Donation of 4-ply yarn of any color needed to knit caps for
homebound and residents in care homes, hospitals, and longterm care
facilities, including those on the Big Island. Thanks to Katsuko Nomi
who continues to knit caps for Nichigobu members to hand deliver.
For more info, contact Dorothy Kusumoto, 230-7031 or email
dotkusumoto@gmail.com. For more information, contact Dorothy
Kusumoto, 230-7031.
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Mar. 27
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2016 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May June - Board of Christian Nurture
July August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November December Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over
all that he has made. The Lord watches over all who
love him.
Psalm 145: 9, 20

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Mack
Hamada, Charlene Hasegawa, Edna Ito,
Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno, Minnie
Kosasa, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum,
Ethel Nitta, Amy and Chikao Nogami,
Francis Nomura, Florence Osumi, Masaji
Saito, Terry Stone, Matthew Stucke, Mayee
Wong, Gloria Yamabe, Glenn Yamada, and
Marie Yoneshige.

Praise be to the God and Father of compassion and
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort we ourselves receive for God.
2 Corinthians 1:3-5
Dear God, thank you for feeling our deepest pain.
When we struggle, fill our hearts with peace. Give
us comfort when we feel alone and afraid. All of
these we ask in thy Son’s name. Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose
steadfast love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Pauline Namiki
Pastor Mary Paik
Barbara Mau
Lois Tao
Kimie Fujioka
Betty Morikawa
George Naito

Thanks Offerings
Mildred Nakamura
Yoshiko Furumizo
Taichi Nomi
Frederick Takara
Kimie Fujioka
Ululani Hirohata
Memorial Offering
Helen Pierce - IMO June Yamashiro
Pastor Mary Paik - IMO June Yamashiro
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20

13

27
6:00 AM Sunrise Service
9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Study
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

Youth Retreat
Caller Deadline

9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Study
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Study
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band
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28

9:00 AM Church School/
Nursery
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Adult Study
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

Sunday

Monday

21

14

7

29

28
Prince Kuhio Day - Office Closed

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

March 2016
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1

29

22

15

6:00 PM Cantata Rehearsal

6:00 PM Cantata Rehearsal

Tuesday

Send e-News
NCC News Deadline

Send e-News
NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:30 PM Lenten Soup and
Prayers

Send e-News
NCC News Deadline

5:30 PM Lenten Soup and
Prayers

Send e-News
NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:30 PM Lenten Soup and
Prayers

Send e-News
NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

30

23

16

9

2

17

10

3

Friday
4

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

1

25
12:00 PM Good Friday Service
6:00 PM Good Friday Service
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

18
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

11
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Mar. 19 - Spring Clean Up
Mar. 20 - Easter Cantata
Mar. 24 - Maundy Thursday Service
Mar. 25 - Good Friday Services
Mar. 27 - Easter Services
Mar. 28 - Office Closed

31

Planning Ahead.....

24
5:30 PM Maundy Thursday
Service

Thursday

5
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2

26

8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Easter Vigil

19
8:30 AM All-Church Spring
Clean Up
1:00 PM Leadership Forum

12

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for March
March 6 (Embracing Love): Joshua 5:9-12 • Ps 32 • 2 Cor 5:16-21 • Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
March 13 (Something New): Isa 43:16-21 • Ps 126 • Phil 3:4b-14 • John 12:1-8
March 20 (Into Jerusalem): Ps 118:1-2, 19-29 • Luke 19:28-40 (Liturgy of the Palms)
Isa 50:4-9a • Ps 31:9-16 • Phil 2:5-11 • Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49 (Liturgy of the
Passion)
March 27 (Resurrection Joy): Acts 10:34-43 or Isa 65:17-25 • Ps 118:1-2, 14-24 • 1 Cor
15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43 • John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12

