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Aloha
By Pastor Mary Paik, Senior Pastor
What a summer it has been! On August 7, we will complete our sixth year of the
College Summer Internship program at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church. I am
grateful to the interns, Samantha Cardona and Jordan Kakugawa for their
excellent leadership and to Eva Loller for bringing her gifts of ministry to us
even for a short time. They have served the congregation with dedication, sense
of humor, and passion. Mahalo nui loa!
Photo by Dwight Morita

And what a season of ministry it has been! On August 21, I will conclude my
ministry as your pastor at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church and say good-bye. In these past nearly 8
years, we have sought to serve God faithfully together, paying attention to the roots of our faith and of
this congregation and developing wings with which to soar into where God is leading us. I am inspired
by your faithfulness and commitment to the ministry of the church, and I am grateful for your support,
love, and care for me and Dwight. Now, it is time for us to part; and I leave with final words of
encouragement:
NCC is at a pivotal point in its life as a congregation. As you have noticed, the congregation is changing
and there is new life in its midst:
• Through the Faith-Full Feast enrichment program this summer, we are evermore exploring what
it means to love God and love neighbor in the diverse world in which we live;
• Kimo Akinaka’s inspiring sermon on Grad Sunday reminded us that we are ONE in Christ not
because we agree but because of Christ;
• Our youth took on the mantle of important leadership as worship leaders and Vacation Bible
School leaders on Lana‘i this summer, and they are poised to continue their exuberant leadership;
• And the congregation will soon engage in the New Beginnings Assessment process.
God is doing a new thing at NCC and God will continue to do so. So it is critical that the congregation
has your support now as it undergoes a time of pastoral transition. The ministry at NCC was never “my”
ministry. It is Christ’s ministry. And so I urge you for your continual support of Christ’s ministry at
NCC.
(Continued on p. 2 - Aloha)
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A New Beginning

Worship Schedule

By Wayne Kodama, Vice Moderator

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

“Congregations are struggling to sustain
current programs and ministries. The pews
are emptier on Sunday morning.
Membership is growing older. The once
proud buildings show signs of wear and tear.
The cost to maintain them pulls money away
from outreach and ministry. Our
neighborhoods have changed.”

Aloha - Continued from p. 1
In the coming weeks, you will hear from various
members of the congregation on their vision for
NCC. And you will be invited to make your
2017 pledge to that vision. I encourage you to
share your vision with one another as you enter
this time of discernment.

This was the opening statement of a presentation
to a group of churches at a workshop during the
recent ‘Aha Pae‘aina. The presenter of the
workshop was New Beginnings Assessment
Service. New Beginnings is a program
developed by our denominational partner, the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Local
Church Ministries, United Church of Christ has
bought a license to use the New Beginnings
program among our congregations and
conferences. New Beginnings has been used by
over 1,000 churches.

Thank you for the privilege of being your pastor
these eight years. Even though I will no longer
be your pastor, I am heartened that we will
always be connected through Christ Jesus.
To God be all glory. Aloha.

Aloha Luncheon

The opening statement is the dilemma facing
many churches across the country. It is also the
exact dilemma facing our congregation.

An “Aloha” luncheon will be held in Kosasa Hall
on August 21 following the morning service.
Please join us as we celebrate Pastor Mary’s
ministry at NCC and wish her and Dwight aloha.
Sandy Satogata will be taking sign ups on the
Fellowship Lanai.

(Continued on p. 3 - New Beginnings Process)

NCC’s Vision Statement

We will also be saying aloha to Kristen Young as
she departs for Newark, NJ that afternoon as a
Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) with the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). She will be going
through a week long orientation, before heading
off to Lima, Peru with the other Peru YAVs.
Kristen will be commissioned during the
morning worship service. We wish her God
speed on her new journey!

Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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New Beginnings Process -

moderator, and an Appreciative Inquiry with
congregational leaders. After the assessment,
the church receives a report detailing the
churches resources, demographic strengths, and
potential for vital ministry.

Continued from p. 2
Research predicts that if we do nothing, about
half of UCC churches will close in the next 30
years. Do we want Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church to be the half that closes or the half that
continues to serve God’s ministry in our
community?

Phase 2 provides training for 8 to 12 key leaders
within the church. These individuals learn to
interpret the assessment report and prepare them
to guide the congregation through a discernment
process.

New Beginnings is a process that helps churches
answer one question: “What is God calling our
In Phase 3 the key leaders that received training
congregation to do and be in this time and this
in Phase 2 conduct small group meetings,
place?” New Beginnings invites and calls our
moving the congregation toward a “big picture”
church to choose our
decision about what God
future by taking an
“What
is
God
calling
our
is calling the church to do
honest look at our
congregation to do and be in this and be at this time and
present condition and
place.
time and this place?”
dream together.
Our church is facing issues
such as slow receipts of contribution, uncertain
funding for our programs, unanticipated repairs
to our buildings, unanticipated tree trimming
costs, and possible tearing down of Hale Ohana.
We have also begun discussions on developing a
senior day care program. With so many issues
that will have an impact on the future of our
church, Council has elected to participate in the
New Beginnings program.

New Beginnings started as “Graceful Exits” but
learned that many congregations when faced
with the decision to close became bold, they did
not want to close, they are a family, they are a
community, and the church is more than a
building. Given that insight, they chose to “Do
a New Thing.” The interesting point is that this
program was meant to deal with closure but on
the contrary, it instilled a desire for renewal. It
is this positive outcome that attracted our
attention to consider this program. It is an
excellent process to help us assess our church’s
current position and to redefine or re-focus the
mission of our church.

With more details forthcoming, we encourage
everyone to participate in the process so we carry
forward the proud heritage of Nuuanu
Congregational Church. If you have any
questions, please contact Wayne Kodama, NCC
Coordinator for New Beginnings. For more
information on the UCC New Beginnings
Assessment Service, please go to http://
www.ucc.org/new-beginnings/.

The process usually takes 6 to 8 weeks. New
Beginnings Assessment Service plans to be in
Hawai‘i around August 22 to begin the
assessment process with churches that have
signed up.
The New Beginnings is a three-phase process:
Phase 1 is an on-site assessment: building
inspection, financial review, tour of the
community, meeting with the pastor and
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One Month and 23 Days

Because I am a shy person, I feel like I have a
harder time making friends, but now I have made
so many new friends which definitely makes me
miss home a little less. I am so grateful for the
friends I made during this experience. They have
been so supportive as I complete the internship.
They have taught me to have an open mind and
to see things in a different point of view. They
are going to make going home a lot harder.

By Samantha Cardona, College Summer Intern
Wow, I can't believe it has already been a month
and 23 days since the internship at NCC started.
I already see growth in myself. If you haven’t
noticed already, I tend to be extremely shy when
you first meet me which makes talking out loud
to a crowd of people very difficult for me.
However, one Sunday morning I lead the call to
worship. At first I thought it was going to be one
hot mess, but as I was leading it I found myself a
lot calmer than the first time I read scripture
about six weeks ago. Even a few of the members
told me I was doing a great job. I am also
learning that I am more confident than I realized.
I just need to take a deep breath before I start to
read; taking a deep breath has definitely made it
easier to read in front of people.

I'm truly grateful to be able to experience this
internship and grow in my spiritual journey. I am
excited to see what the rest of the internship will
be like. I can't believe that it has only been one
month and 23 days. I truly miss my family, but
I’m glad I challenged myself to step out of my
comfort zone and serve at NCC.

I am happy to say I experienced my first mission
trip to Lana’i. I had a blast being a part of the
amazing team that went. On Lana’i I was one of
the leaders for the second and third graders. I
also helped out with the songs every morning. I
even gave a sermon about the Good Samaritans
in my life. It was neat to see who the good
samaritans were in their lives. I had a wonderful
time, and I would love to go again and
experience it all over again.

Mahalo and Aloha, Eva!
Our College Summer Intern
Eva Loller returned to California
this week due to family matters.
We thank Eva for her service and
ask that you keep Eva and her
family in your prayers.
Photo by
Dwight Morita.

About two weeks ago I was able to attend Family
Camp, which was so much fun. Jordan and I set
up the whole weekend with many fun activities.
One of my favorite moments was when we
pushed back the game time and sang songs at the
beach while the sun was setting. It was such a
beautiful moment to just sit around with
everyone and just sing. Another moment I will
never forget is when a few of us went to see the
sunrise on Sunday morning. It was so cloudly,
and you couldn’t even see where the sun was
coming up. I believe that moment will be one
my favorite parts of the internship because I felt a
connection with some of the youth.

Town Hall Meeting
Postponed
The August 21 Town Hall Meeting has been
postponed. New date to be announced.
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HI2NYE2Peru

My last big youth event with the NCC youth was
attending the 2016 UCC National Youth Event
(NYE) as a chaperone at the end of July. The last
NYE before that was held in 2012, right after I
graduated from high school, and I attended as a
youth. I was part of a group of just seven youth
from Hawaii who had the opportunity to attend
the event. One of the most memorable things for
me was the feeling of belonging—I realized I
belonged to something so much greater than
myself. I saw a little glimpse of how big our God
is. About a year and a half ago, a group of people
who were dedicated to providing Oahu youth
with the opportunity to attend the 2016 NYE
formed the “HI2NYE” committee. I was so
excited to take part in this because I wanted other
youth to have the chance to experience the event
like I had four years earlier. Four youth from
NCC were able to attend the 2016 NYE in July.
Their stories will be shared in next month’s
Caller.

By Kristen Young, Youth Ministry Leader
If you ask me where I’ve seen God at work in
my life, I would tell you about how I grew up
going to this one church, then in the summer
after my freshman year of college, I did this 10week internship at an unfamiliar church down the
road where I had the opportunity to work for a
year after that, and to my surprise a year after
that, and a year after that until graduation. At this
church I also met people who worked in an office
on my school campus where I eventually got a
second job that I grew to love and also continued
until graduation.
Most of my life as a college student was mixed
with planning meetings, attending church youth
events, and writing sermons. The University of
Hawaii at Manoa wasn’t my dream school (I
didn’t have a dream school), but to tell you the
truth, I didn’t apply for any other schools. I don’t
know what my college life would have been like
if I had gone away for school, but I don’t regret a
thing. I couldn’t have planned these past few
years of my life better myself.

Give Aloha
By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator
Heads up! If you don’t
already have a Maika’i
card from Foodland,
make sure you get one
from their Customer Service desk. During the
month of September, we will be participating,
once again, in Foodland’s Give Aloha Program.
Individuals may contribute to their favorite nonprofit organizations up to $249 per Maika’i card.
Foodland and Western Union Foundation will
then match a percentage of that contribution!

I have experienced so much growth at NCC,
made so many new friends, found a second
church family and church home. I want you all to
know how much I’ve enjoyed and appreciated
the opportunity to be a part of the NCC Ohana.
Thank you for welcoming me and showing me
your love. At the end of this month, I will be
leaving for Peru to serve as a young adult
volunteer for one year. This will be the biggest
adventure of my life thus far, taking me way
outside of my comfort zone, which is often
something that happens with much hesitation. I
am as anxious as I am excited and I am so
grateful for the many ways I have been
supported, encouraged, and loved at NCC to be
able to start this next journey. I will carry your
love with me wherever I go.

Don’t forget! You may make your pledge,
offering, or any gift to NCC up to $249 at
Foodland during the month of September! And
remember to turn in your receipt to the church
office or place it in the Sunday offering plate so
we may properly credit your giving statement.
Mahalo in advance!
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2016-2017 Scholarship Awardees
By Marilyn Naka, Scholarship Committee Chair
The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce the following 2016-2017 William and Jean Wood
Scholarship awardees:
Kym Kanenaka
Loyola Marymount University
Los Angeles, California
Daughter of Brian and Rebecca Kanenaka

$2,650
Junior

Rachel Wong
Ithaca College
Ithaca, New York
Daughter of Ricky and Donnie Ann Wong
Granddaughter of Julia Nakamura

$2,650
Senior

Julia Kimoto
University of Portland
Portland, Oregon
Daughter of Jon and Geri Kimoto
Niece of Geary and Eileen Chun

$1,000
Freshman

Kelli Kimura
University of Oregon
Eugene, Oregon
Daughter of Kent and Geraldine Kimura
Granddaughter of Shigeo and Mae Kimura

$1,000
Senior

Committee members are Eileen Chun, Lani Hirohata, Ginny
Takara, and Marilyn Naka (chair).

Left to right: Marilyn Naka, Rachel Wong, Kym
Kanenaka, Kelli Kimura. Missing: Julia Kimoto.
Photo by Paula Yamamoto.
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Mahalo, Christopher Okumura and Boy Scouts Troop 201
Re-striping of Upper Parking Lot on July 9, 2016
Under the leadership of Christopher Okumura, Boy Scout Troop 201 re-striped the upper parking
lot on July 9, 2016. This project was part of Chris’ Eagle Scout requirement. Thank you, Boy Scouts,
for all of your hard work in the hot sun! You did a great job! (Photos from Troop 201.)
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
I lift up my eyes to the hillsFrom when will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:1-2

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene
Hasegawa, Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Minnie Kosasa, Rev. Armin Kroehler, Janet
Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa, Leslie Lum,
Mary Montiel, Ethel Nitta, Amy and Chikao
Nogami, Francis Nomura, Florence Osumi,
Michi Takeyama, Terry Stone, Matthew
Stucke, Glenn Yamada, and Marie
Yoneshige.

Dear God, we lift up our eyes to you and no matter
where we are we know that your caring, helpful
guidance will come. Your loving and forgiving
presence gives us strength and energy to move on.
May we remember in prayer those in need and help
us to be a source of friendship and encouragement.
Guide us to live this day with joy and thanksgiving
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose
steadfast love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Ann Yoneshige
Sandra Satogata
Frederick Takara
Doris Fuchikami

Memorial Offerings
Albert and Edith Matsumoto - IMO Mack
Hamada
Claire Furukawa - IMO Laura Reyes Hilton
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 59, No. 8
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of June, we
collected 87 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be August 28,
2016. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Six Tiny Stories with Great Messages
(1) Once all the villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of
prayer, all the people gathered, but only one boy came with an
umbrella.
That’s FAITH.

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, August 28
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

(2) When you throw a baby in the air, she laughs because she knows
you will catch her.
That’s TRUST.
(3) Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the
next morning, but still we set the alarms to wake us up.
That’s HOPE.
(4) We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the
future.
That’s CONFIDENCE.
(5) We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have
children.
That’s LOVE.
(6) On and old man’s shirt was written a sentence “I am not 90 years
old….I am sweet 16 with 74 years experience.
That’s ATTITUDE.
Live your life like the six tiny stories! May you always have love to
share, health to spare and friends who care…
Author unknown
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2016 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May June - Board of Christian Nurture
July August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November December Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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31

28
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group

21
7:30 AM Contemplative
Prayer
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Aloha Luncheon

7:30 AM Contemplative
Prayer
9:00 AM Worship Service

7:30 AM Contemplative
Prayer
9:00 AM Worship Service

7:30 AM Contemplative
Prayer
9:00 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

Sunday

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

8:30 AM Tai Chi

Monday

August 2016

29

22

15

8
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6:00 PM Church Council

Tuesday

30

23

16

9
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NCC News Deadline

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama

NCC News Deadline

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
5:30 PM CSI/Mentors

NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

31

24

17

10

3

1

25

18

11

4

Friday
5

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

2

26
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

19
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

12
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Sept. 5 - Office Closed
Sept. 11-18 - Family Promise
Sept. 18 - Stewardship Sunday

Planning Ahead.....

Thursday
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27

20

8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Caller Deadline

13
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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August 2016

Lectionary Readings for August
August 7 (Living into the Promise): Isa 1:1, 10-20 • Ps 50:1-8, 22-23 or Gen 15:1-6 • Ps
33:12-22 • Heb 11:1-3, 8-16 • Luke 12:32-40
August 14 (Restore Us): Isa 5:1-7 • Ps 80:1-2, 8-19 or Jer 23:23-29 • Ps 82 • Heb 11:29-12:2 •
Luke 12:49-56
August 21 (Healing Reign): Jer 1:4-10 • Ps 71:1-6 or Isa 58:9b-14 • Ps 103:1-8 • Heb 12:18-29
• Luke 13:10-17
August 28 (Open Table): Jer 2:4-13 • Ps 81:1, 10-16 o Sirach 10:12-18 or Prov 25:6-7 • Ps 112
• Heb 13:1-8, 15-16 • Luke 14:1, 7-14

