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Youth Reflections on NYE
By Matthew Chun, Stephanie Chung, Brandon Hayashi, and Preston Iha
The United Church of Christ’s 2016 National Youth Event was held at Walt Disney World Resort from
July 26-30. This event happens every four years for UCC youth of ages 13-18. Five different Hawaiian
islands were represented at the NYE, and four of our youth from NCC represented one of the five
participating churches from O‘ahu. The theme of this NYE was “Believe,” inspired by Hebrews 11:1 that
says, “Faith is not the confidence that what we believe will actually happen; it gives us the assurance
about things we cannot see.” If you missed them sharing on the Sunday right after they came back, here’s
a little recap!
Matthew Chun
The trip to the NYE was an experience that taught me a valuable lesson through an unlikely source. On
the first day of the trip, we sang the old hymn “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” In groups we
analyzed the verses. The second verse speaks of raising an Ebenezer. I did not know what an
Ebenezer was, but I learned it commemorated a victory for the Israelites and reminded them what they
were capable of and how the Lord acted on their behalf.
During our time there, we were asked to look
for our “Ebenezer,” something that we could
just see or think about that would remind us
of spiritual truth, especially God’s
faithfulness and goodness. I found my
Ebenezer at both of the Disney parks we went
to during the week. At the parks, they sell a
lot of different toys and gifts, but the one that
I, along with many others, bought was the
Star Wars lightsaber. At first, the
lightsaber was just a toy that Brandon,
Preston, and I bought for lightsaber battles,
but later on, I started to think about it more.
As you probably know, the lightsaber is a
fictional weapon from the Star Wars
Continued on p. 3 - NYE Reflections
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Worship Schedule

From the Archives...

9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

By Lori Yamashiro, Archives Committee Chair
We could’ve been Methodist…
For 3 years, the Japanese mission in Hawai‘i was
operated by the Methodist Church. However, on
September, 29, 1891, letters from Revs. M.C.
Harris and A.N. Fisher were received asking, on
behalf of the Methodist Episcopal Conference of
California, that the Hawaiian Evangelical
Association, predecessor to the Hawai‘i
Conference United Church of Christ, take over
its Japanese mission in the Islands. This was on
the condition that the Hawaiian Board assume
total support which meant accepting the
additional responsibilities and expenses
associated with the Japanese mission. After
discussing this with the Japanese missionaries
working in the field, it was voted by the
Hawaiian Evangelical Association Board on
November 24, 1891, to accept the offer. On the
transfer of work from the Methodist, two of the
five Japanese missionaries connected with the
mission agreed to stay at their posts. One was
Mr. Tekichi Sunamoto of the Honolulu Church
which later became Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church. Mr. Sunamoto served from 1890-1891.

Give Aloha
By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator
It’s Give Aloha time again! During the month of
September, we will be participating in
Foodland’s Community Give Aloha Program. If
you don’t already have a Maika‘i card, make sure
you get one from their Customer Service desk.
All you need is a phone number (cell or land
line). Individuals may contribute their pledge,
offering, or any special gift to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church (#78424) up to $249 per
Maika‘i card. Foodland and Western Union
Foundation will then match a percentage of that
contribution! Last year, we received $2,631.96.
Let’s see if we can increase it this year! But we
can only do it with everyone’s help!
Remember, this is only for the month of
September, so don’t miss this great opportunity!
Hurry down to Foodland today! And remember
to turn in your receipt to the church office or
place it in the Sunday
offering plate, so we may
properly credit your
giving statement. Thank
you for being a good steward for God! Mahalo!

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

New Beginnings Update
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church will embark in
the New Beginnings Program as described in the
August issue of the Nu‘uanu Caller. The start of
the New Beginnings process has been postponed
to February 2017. More information will be
given at a later date.

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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NYE Reflections - Cont’d. from p. 1

Stephanie Chung
One of the most memorable moments that I
experienced during our time at the NYE was
surprisingly not at the actual conference, but at
the Disney parks, specifically Magic Kingdom.
Our day began at about 7am. Tired, but excited,
we started our adventure to what was known as
the “Happiest Place on Earth.” After hours of
shopping, eating, screaming, and laughing, we
saw the light show called "Celebrate the Magic,”
which was beyond words... I guess you could say
I was speechless.
The projection on
the castle, combined
with the music and
the fireworks,
overwhelmed me
with happiness,
excitement, and joy.
By the end of the
show I realized that
I had started to cry.
I felt the emotion of
the message that
Disney was trying
to send. They showed different scenes from
famous Disney stories such as Cinderella, Snow
White, Frozen, Aladdin, and my personal favorite
—The Little Mermaid. This was when all the
feelings and emotions came rushing in. There
was one part where it played Walt Disney himself
at the grand opening of Disneyland saying his
famous words, “I just hope that we never lose
sight of one thing, that this was all started by a
mouse.”

movies. In the movies, lightsabers are used
by the Jedi who uphold peace and protect the
people. They use their lightsabers to defend
others and fight the darkness that is brought
by the sith who are enemies of the Jedi and
use their lightsabers to kill and strike fear
into people's hearts. Both the Jedi and the
sith use lightsabers, but for different
purposes. One has good intentions and one
has evil intentions.
To me, the Bible is similar to a lightsaber. It
is used to spread justice and peace. It is used
to spread God’s love to everyone so that they
can be saved. Some people, however, try to
use the Bible as a weapon, and they twist the
Word so they can attack other people's
beliefs. They misinterpret the meaning of
scripture and falsely teach others about what
they claim to be the truth. One day when we
were using our lightsabers, two people
started a lightsaber fight. It wasn't actually a
fair fight though because one person had a
lightsaber and the other had a floppy pillow.
Obviously the person with the lightsaber
won, but in the process, he broke the blade
of the lightsaber clean off. Now all he had
left was the handle. In this I saw those who
misuse the Bible. Once they spread false
teachings, the Bible stops working for them
and they are no longer able to use it
correctly. They can no longer spread God’s
word correctly because they broke the
meaning and made it incorrect. Our time
together at the NYE brought new meaning to
the lightsaber for me and helped me to see
God in unlikely places.

Taking a step back and looking at our world, our
home, most people will wish for money or fame,
or love, but what about world peace or ending
child hunger? After listening to multiple speakers
talk about violence, social justice issues,
environmental problems, and even online
harassment, I see the world as a new place—not
(Continued on p. 4 - Reflections)
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Reflections - Cont’d. from p. 3

will have a solution and that He will act through
each one of us.

better, but somewhat worse. Our society teaches
us “if it doesn’t hurt me, then the world is fine.”
After hearing people's stories about the struggles
they’ve experienced, I suddenly began to
understand what many of us had forgotten; that
there is much more hurt, violence, and
destruction in the world than we think. As
mortals, we don't know all the answers. We don't
know why things happen the way they do or
why God doesn't just stop bad things from
happening. Yet our faith, though tested, is not
shaken.

We had two days to visit the Disneyworld parks.
On Monday my group went to Hollywood
Studios and on Friday we went to the Magic
Kingdom. As we watched the many shows like
Celebrate the Magic, Star Wars, and Fantasmic,
we were awed by the magic feelings the shows
created. Likewise, at the NYE, I was stunned by
the strong faith and belief everyone had at the
conference. We might not all share the same
beliefs, values, and ideas, but our common
belief in God and Jesus will unite us and allow
us to do His will. If Disneyland started with just
a mouse, then perhaps with just a little bit of
faith and belief, we can turn something small
into something huge and beyond our
imaginations. And isn’t that a very magical
thought? I know that I will stand by my beliefs
in God and in my values because that is what
will make a difference in the world.

Brandon Hayashi
When I went on this trip, all of us were
encouraged to reflect on the theme of this event,
which was to believe. We are encouraged to
believe in ourselves, ask ourselves what we
believe in, and we were asked how we would act
on this belief that we have. Some of the speakers
that spoke to us were an anti-cyberbullying
activist, LGBTQ spokesperson, and Black Lives
Matter speaker, as well. These speakers and the
messages that they gave forced me to answer
these questions about belief. There were many
solutions that these people presented to the
issue, and I will admit that I did not fully agree
sometimes with the issues presented, but I think
it is important to put the belief in God that He

Preston Iha
At the National Youth Event, kids from across
the country came to learn, enjoy themselves, and
make new friends. Every youth was raised
differently, by a different set of parents, and
often times in a totally different region of the
country from Hawaii. From these different
upbringings came a variety of different beliefs.
Some believed the Church should affirm
homosexuality. Some believed the Church
should not. Some people saw a need to protest
certain ideologies. Others did not see it fit. We
all had different beliefs and sometimes there
were beliefs so foreign to us that it did not seem
appropriate to call them “Christian.” Quite
often, I found myself wondering… Why should
I be here? What do I have in common with
these kids? They held a view of the Bible so
radically different from my own that it seemed
like we were reading different books. So with
(Continue on p. 9 - NYE)
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2016 National Youth Event
July 26-30
Photos by Kristen Young and Lori Yamashiro.
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