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Pastor’s Message
By Neal MacPherson
Dear Friends,
Just about the time you receive this newsletter, we will be entering the Season of
Advent. This year, the First Sunday of Advent will be celebrated on November 27.
As you may already know, “Advent” is a word that comes from two Latin words, “Ad” meaning “to” and
“venio” meaning “come.” Advent, then, refers to something that is to come. For the Christian
community, that something is a person, Jesus the Christ, whom we also call Emmanuel, meaning “God
With Us.”
Advent for us is a time set aside to prepare our hearts to receive once again the gift of the Christ Child.
Interestingly, the color for Advent is purple, the same color for Lent, which gives us a clue as to the
meaning and purpose of this season. Advent is a quiet, penitential season. As the culture around us begins
its celebration of Christmas the minute Thanksgiving is over, we in the Christian community enter this
time of quiet expectation and reflection.
Advent presents us with an opportunity to take stock of our lives, and I don’t know about you, but for me
life these days, culturally, politically, and spiritually, is filled with ambiguity, fear, and uncertainty. I find
it not so easy to perceive God at work in the world. The mood of Advent is summed up in the words of
Psalm 80:
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,
shine forth . . .
Stir up your might,
and come to save us!
Restore us, O God,
Let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Psalm 80:1–3
(Continue on p. 2 - Advent)
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Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service - December 24

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

Join us on Christmas
Eve for our annual
Candlelight Service at
7:00 p.m. We will
celebrate the birth of the
Christ Child with a
service of lessons and
carols, ending with the lighting of candles as we
sing together “Silent Night, Holy Night.” A
Touch of Brass and the Chancel Choir will
provide special music.

Advent - Cont’d. from p. 1
Behind and underneath these words is Israel’s
experience of God’s absence. People who are
absolutely sure of God’s presence have no need
to pray for God to come and save them. It is the
midst of our own experience of God’s absence
we find ourselves longing for God to come to us
once again in the birth of the Child.
May this Advent season be for us a time of
preparation, a time for us to contemplate all over
again the texture of our lives in these days of
uncertainty. In the coming days, may we
recognize our deep longing for God and our need
for a Savior who is Emmanuel, “God With Us.”
May this season be a blessing for us all.

Christmas Services and
Special Activities
Dec. 4 - Card Writing to the homebound
Dec. 11 - Gingerbread House-Making
Dec. 18 - Cantata Sunday, Chancel Choir
All-Church Christmas Party
Caroling to the homebound
Boy Scouts Kadomatsu Sale
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
7:00 p.m.
Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Service, 9:00 a.m.

Grace and peace,
Neal

Christmas Cantata
On Sunday, December 18, the Chancel Choir
will offer“The Best Gift of
All,” at the 9 am worship
service. Directed by Russell
Ishida, soloist Cheryl Chock,
and rehearsal accompanist Lori
Takeyama-Goshi.

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Love to sing? The Chancel Choir has a place just
for you! Rehearsals are Sundays at 10:30-11:30
a.m. If interested, see Russell Ishida or any
choir member.

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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December 7, 1941

morning. They decided to go on with the regular
Sunday service.

By Mary Ann Saito, Archives Committee

He remembers hearing a loud, rumbling noise,
running to Nu‘uanu Avenue, and seeing a tank
traveling Waikiki on Kukui Street, turning makai
on Nu‘uanu Avenue—an ancient tank, like in
WWI newsreels. He saw a male church member
(an usher or greeter) with a worried face on the
sanctuary veranda looking in the Ewa direction.
And as Arthur looked toward the Ewa direction
he saw billows of black smoke rising into the
sky.

Seventy five years ago on December 7, 1941,
just before 8:00 a.m. on a beautiful Sunday
morning, Japan targeted the military on Oahu in
a surprise attack. In two waves, hundreds of
fighter planes from aircraft carriers at sea
attacked Battleship Row at Pearl Harbor, the
Marine Corps Air Station at Ewa, Ford Island,
Hickam Field next to Pearl Harbor, Kaneohe
Naval Station and Wheeler Field that adjoined
Schofield Barracks. The attack resulted in
massive, severe damage and loss of over 2,000
lives and hundreds of injuries, including
civilians.

Across the sanctuary on Kukui Street there was
a saimin stand and adjacent to it a tofu store
where they made and sold tofu and aburage,
each run by a family with children. A stray antiaircraft shell blasted the saimin stand and killed
some of the family members inside.

In a speech before a joint session of Congress on
December 8, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
referred to December 7, 1941 as “a day that will
live in infamy.” That day Congress approved the
declaration of war on Japan and the United
States became fully involved in World War II
when Germany and Italy declared war on the
U.S. a few days later.
What happened at our church that morning? Our
name was Nu‘uanu Japanese Congregational
Church, and we were located on the Diamond
Head, makai corner of Nu‘uanu Avenue and
Kukui Street. The Rev. Masaichi Goto was the
pastor and he and his wife, Masu, lived with
their children in the parsonage on the church
grounds.

In the sanctuary, the altar stood on a raised
platform. The pastor’s seat was on the Kukui
Street side of the platform with two large
windows behind it. To end the service, Rev.
Goto left his seat to deliver the Benediction. As
he stepped forward shrapnel came flying
through a window, shattering it and scattering
pieces of glass on the floor. Rev. Goto would
have been hit if he had been sitting in his seat at
that moment. After the service Rev. Goto picked
up a small, heavy, jagged piece of shrapnel.
Arthur was not in the sanctuary for the service,
but he learned about this incident later.

Arthur Goto, the eldest son of Rev. and Mrs.
Goto, was only 3 years old, but he has some
vivid memories of that morning. He remembers
getting up and noticed that everybody was sternfaced. He recalls pieces of conversation. His
father and mother were having a discussion after
someone called on the phone to inquire whether
the worship service should be cancelled that

In the following excerpt taken from an April 12,
2005 oral history interview, Takejiro Higa
described what he witnessed that morning.
“. . . First attack, we didn’t know it
was war. I was one of the guys who
went up to the rooftop of YMCA,
second floor, observing Pearl Harbor
side with binoculars . . . And in the
(Continued on page 4 - December 7)
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December 7 - Cont’d. from p. 3

The black smoke came from exploding U.S. antiaircraft shells aimed at the attacking planes.

meantime, about four or five shells landed
along Nu‘uanu Avenue, you know . . . And
one of them hit in Kukui, just off the
Nu‘uanu Avenue, in front of a saimin stand.
Several Hawaii people were there. That one
(shell) landed right in front of the saimin
stand. Those are the anti-aircraft guns from
either Hickam or Pearl Harbor. Being an
old shell, defective, yeah. They’re supposed
to explode in the air. But they failed to
explode in the air and came down and
exploded. Several hit Nu‘uanu Avenue . . .”
(1)

Sunday School was held in the basement social hall
before the worship service. There was a stage at the
back end and portable dividers were used to set up
classrooms. Before classes began Joseph Nomura,
the Sunday School superintendent, gathered
everyone together and spoke to them. Ray doesn’t
recall everything that he said, but remembers that he
said, “Go home.” His dad, he and his brother,
Owen, and sisters, Faith, Betty and Eunice, drove
back home.
The Rev. Masaichi Goto led the congregation during
the difficult years of WWII. In 1942 the church
changed its name for the last time to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church.

Ray Miyamoto, son of Yuji and Naka Miyamoto,
was 7 years old and remembers going to Sunday
School that morning. As his dad drove westward to
church they saw black puffs of smoke in the sky.

(1) The Hawaii Nisei Story-Americans of
Japanese Ancestry During World War II.
nisei.hawaii.edu/page/stories

“All Saints Sunday.”
Photo courtesy of Lori Yamashiro.
See pages 5 and 6 for more photos.
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Photos on pages 5 and 6 are courtesy of Mary Ann Saito
and NCC archive file.

6

Nu‘uanu Caller, December 2016

Vol. 59, No. 12

Remembering Pearl
Harbor - The SeventyFifth Anniversary

congregation as well as to provide congregants
and friends an opportunity to give and receive
feedback. Facilitator Elizabeth Kent and Mr.
Arthur Goto have assisted and collaborated with
the summary as part of this process of informing
the congregation of this meeting. It is hoped that
with these efforts in this process that more will
feel ready to attend one of these meetings to
provide their opinions and feel that they have
been heard. Should you prefer to review the
entire summary for Town Hall meeting on
November 13, 2016, please come and get a copy
at the NCC office. Thank you.

By Neal MacPherson
Sunday, December 4, is the Second Sunday of
Advent, and in our service we will commemorate
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the bombing of
Pearl Harbor. Specifically, we will recall how
Pearl Harbor shaped not only the life and identity
of the Japanese American community in Hawai‘i
but also the life of the community as a whole.
We will do this from the perspective of our
Christian faith.

Mahalo and Aloha, Kimo!

We recall how many families of Japanese
ancestry destroyed, hid, or buried their treasured
cultural artifacts during the days following the
bombing. On Sunday the 4th, we are asking you
to bring to church any of the objects that your
family may have saved and that are now in your
possession. A table will be set up in the sanctuary
upon which these objects may be placed before
the service begins. In this way, we will have
before us a visual reminder of those dark and
difficult days, which we should never forget.
This will lead us to also give thanks for the way
in which suffering and despair gave way to hope
and new life for all people who call Hawai‘i their
home.

On Sunday,
November 13, the
church said “Mahalo
and Aloha” to James
“Kimo” Akinaka who
moved to New York
City the next day.
Kimo is one of those
folks that willingly
helps out wherever
help is needed, such as
taking photographs,
sending out the e-News, assisting the youth
interns, helping with Family Promise, to name a
few of his involvements. Thank you, Kimo, for
your faithfulness to NCC! We wish you well in
pursuing your dream job, and we will miss you
dearly!

Town Hall Meeting III
Summary
By Laurie Hamano, Moderator

2016 Contributions

The Town Hall concept of congregational
gathering was adopted as part of the overall "Plan
for Moving Forward as a United Church" at a
special congregational meeting in November
2015. We have completed thethird Town Hall
meeting held on November 13, 2016. This is in
part of the effort to provide different
opportunities to communicate with the

Just a reminder....in order for contributions to be
credited for the 2016 tax year, they must be either
mailed to the church with a USPS postmark not
later than December 31, 2016 or received by the
church office before 4:00 p.m., December 30,
2016. Contributions received after that will be
credited to 2017.
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Advent Box

Kadomatsu Sale

By Judy Keith, Missions Committee
Once, again, Boy Scouts Troop 201
will be holding their annual
Kadomatsu Sale on Sunday,
December 18. To place an order,
contact Christine Urabe at 277-5157
(cell) or chrisurabe @msn.com. Pre-sale ends
December 11, 2016.

We have many opportunities to help our
community over the next four weeks. As we
enter the season of Advent, we will begin
collecting items to be shared with Family
Promise, River of Life, and the UCC Transition
House. Consider a new family tradition. In
addition to the Advent wreath with candles to be
lit every Sunday, and an Advent calendar to mark
the days until Christmas, consider having an
Advent box, where an item can be placed each
day, to be shared under our tree. We can be a
blessing to others by our generosity.

For the past two years, Troop 201 has generously
donated kadomatsu to NCC, and Ohana Ministry
and others have delivered them to our members
who no longer are able to come to church. These
visitations and gifts have brought with much joy
and happiness to our homebound members.

White Christmas

If you would like to help the Boy Scouts decorate
the kadomatsu, they will be working in Kosasa
Hall all day Saturday, December 17. Your kokua
will be much appreciated.

By Judy Keith, Missions Committee
Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and
before we know it, it will be Advent. We are so
very fortunate. While we may not have
everything we want, chances are we have all that
we need and then some. But not everyone in our
community is this fortunate. The Missions
Committee will continue the "White Christmas"
tradition of collecting items each Sunday during
Advent to be shared with Family Promise, River
of Life Mission and the UCC Transition House.
Please start putting aside things to be donated.
Most requested items include
underwear for men and women and
sanitary supplies. More information
will be shared as Advent approaches.
Thank you for your ongoing support
of the White Christmas Program.

Family Promise - Dec. 4-11
Much help is needed with this important
ministry. If you are able to help prepare a
dinner, showing our support church around our
kitchen, sleeping over as a host, setting up/
cleaning up the classrooms, or doing laundry,
see Judy Keith (overall coordinator), George
Honjiyo (overnight hosts), Clifford Lum
(classroom set up/clean up), or Sybil Seto
(meals). Our youth will be preparing Sunday
night’s dinner.

In Loving Memory

Floral Offering

Our condolences go out to the family of
the late Margaret Kimura. Margaret
passed away on October 25, 2016 at the
age of 90. She is survived by sons
James, Lester, Bryan, Darryl; daughter Sharon
Albus-Kimura, and three grandchildren. Private
service.

Honor a loved one or celebrate a special occasion
with a floral offering! Reserve your Sunday on
the Flower Chart found on the Fellowship Lanai
or call the church office.
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Advent Godly Play for
Sunday School

"I Have a Dream"

Come and learn about the mystery
of Christmas during Advent.
Children will gather in worship.
After the Passing of the Peace,
children will be dismissed to attend Godly Play
in room 204. They will return to worship for
communion.

I have a dream today. I have a dream that one
day "every valley shall be exalted, every hill and
mountain shall be made low, and the rough
places will be made plains, and the crooked
places will be made straight, and the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together."

Adult Study

This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back
to the South with. With this faith we will be able
to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of
hope. With this faith we will be able to transform
the jangling discords of our nation into a
beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this
faith we will be able to work together, to pray
together, to struggle together, to stand up for
freedom together, knowing that we will be free
one day.

By Martin Luther King, Jr.

The “History of Christianity” class led by Neal
MacPherson on Sundays is on hiatus until
January 8, 2017.
Pastor Neal continues to lead the Wednesday
night lectionary classes, beginning with a light
meal at 5:30 p.m. and class at 6:30 p.m.

Outdoor Lanai Furniture
Needed

And when this happens, and when we allow
freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every
village and every hamlet, from every state and
every city, we will be able to speed up that day
when all God's children, black and white, Jews
and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be
able to join hands and sing the words of that old
Negro spiritual, "Free at last! Free at last! Thank
God almighty, we are free at last!”

The second floor lanai furniture has been used
extensively after many long years and direly
needs replacement. If anyone has any used ones
that are still in good condition (or even new
ones) and would like to donate it to the church,
they will be put to good use and much
appreciated. Please contact anyone on the Board
of Trustees. Mahalo!

Mahalo
By LaDonna Chung
Our church was very generous in donating
antibiotic gels and Vaseline for the Malama Out
Homeless Drive. Joyce Uyehara took the
supplies to the IHS clinics for the homeless,
where they will be used to take care of skin
wounds and prevent complications of skin
infections. Thank you for your generosity.

Merry Christmas!
From the NCC Staff
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko BristowCanfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene Hasegawa,
Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno, Minnie
Kosasa, Janet Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa,
Leslie Lum, Mary Montiel, Ethel Nitta, Amy
and Chikao Nogami, Francis Nomura,
Florence Osumi, Michi Takeyama, Terry
Stone, Matthew Stucke, Glenn Yamada, and
Marie Yoneshige.

And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.
—Luke 2:7
Dear God, we thank you for the many blessings
we enjoy. May our hearts be full of thanksgiving. Be
our strength and healing….be our joy and peace. We
give praises for the hope that comes with your
constant presence. Gracious God, please keep
surprising us with the ways you reveal yourself to
us. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose
steadfast love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Gloria Yamabe
Shirley Yamamoto

Memorial Offerings
Michael Naito - IMO Nancy Naito
Gainer Tomokiyo - IMO Bertha Tomokiyo
Eileen Maeshiro - IMO Melva Mizono
Frances Tagami
Lynn Yamauchi - IMO Bessie Yamauchi
Benjamin Iwasaki - IMO Grace Iwasaki

Thanks Offerings
Taichi Nomi
Ronald, Charlotte, and Cherie Nakamura
Aria, and Daxson Chock
Edith Fujihara
Shigeo Inouye
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 59, No. 12
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of September, we
collected 137 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be December 25,
2016. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Save Your Stamps
By Carol Miura, Woman’s Board of Missions
Thank you for faithfully saving your postage for the handicapped.
Please continue to do so, especially as you receive Christmas mail.
The handicapped workers trim, soak off, sort, and sell the stamps to
develop skills and earn money. They need undamaged stamps, so
please leave generous paper margins around the stamps. The
Woman’s Board of Missions depends on all the groups and
individuals who collect stamps for the handicapped workers. Stamps
may be left in the box in the church office.

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Dec. 25
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2016 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

Nichigobu News
By Dorothy Kusumoto

Katsuko Nomi, long time supporter of Nichigobu (Japanese
speaking) congregation, has donated 51 knitted caps and a lap
blanket for residents of Avalon Care Home on Kamehameha IV
Road. The caps and blanket were delivered by Dorothy Kusumoto
on October 30, 2016. Donations of 4-ply yarn of any color may be
brought on Sundays to the old library, adjacent to the lanai.
Elizabeth Kent, one of the two mediators for the church, donated a
large roll of white cotton cloth, six skeins of 4-ply yarn, and printed
cotton cloth of various length for Nichigobu members and
supporters. The yarn will be used to knit caps for residents of nursing
homes and those homebound. Notify any of the Nichigobu members
or call Dorothy at 230-7031 if you are able to help sew and/or knit.
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January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May June - Board of Christian Nurture
July August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November - Nichigobu Support
Group
December Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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25
9:00 AM Christmas Day
Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group

18
9:00 AM Cantata Sunday
9:15 AM Church School
10:15 AM All-Church
Christmas Potluck Party
11:00 AM Kadomatsu Sale

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Gingerbread
Houses
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

Family Promise

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Christmas CardWriting
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

Family Promise

4

27

9:00 AM Hanging of the
Greens Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Advent WrethMaking
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

Sunday

19

12

5

28

26
Office Closed-Merry Christmas!

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Monday

December 2016
29

Caller Deadline

27

20

13

6

Wednesday

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

Jan. 2 - Office Closed
Jan. 16 - Office Closed
Jan. 22 - Dollars and Sense
Jan. 22-29 - Family Promise
Jan. 29 - Annual Meeting

Planning Ahead.....

Tuesday

28

21

14

7

30

8

1

29

22

15
2:00 PM Kadomatsu Set Up
6:00 PM Church Council

Thursday

Send e-News

Send e-News

Kadomatsu Preparation
Send e-News

9

2

30

23

16

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Send e-News

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Send e-News

Friday

31

24

Page 1/1

7:00 PM Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

17

9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

Kadomatsu Preparation

3

10

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!

Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
2651 Pali Highway ∗ Honolulu, HI 96817
Address Service Requested

December 2016

NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
HONOLULU HI
PERMIT NO. 354
PERMIT NO. 354

To discontinue receiving the
Nu‘uanu Caller, please call the
church oﬃce at 595-3935.

Lectionary Readings for December
December 4 (Vision of Peace): Isa 11:1-10 • Ps 72:1-7, 18-19 • Rom 15:4-13 • Matt 3:1-12
December 11 (Heartbeat of Justice): Isa 35:1-10 • Ps 146:5-10 of • Luke 1:47-55 • James
5:7-10 • Matt 11:2-11
December 18 (God With Us): Isa 7:10-16 • Ps 80:1-7, 17-19 • Rom 1:1-7 • Matt 1:18-25
December 25 (A Great Light): Isa 9:2-7 • Ps 96 • Titus 2:11-14 • Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

