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Pastor’s Message
By Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor
By way of this article for February’s issue of the Nu‘uanu Caller, I would like to
offer a few reflections on the theme of “I and We.” We are part of a larger culture
that places a great emphasis on individualism and so it is not that hard for us to
focus on the “I” part of the theme. Individual needs rule the day in our culture.
Consumerism is focused on the desires of the individual buyer. Our children learn
very quickly the need to “pull one’s self up by one’s own bootstraps.” Churches
more than not focus on the task of meeting everyone’s individual needs.
It’s not that we totally reject this focus on the life of each person. We as Protestants value the priesthood
of all believers, which means that each person has access to the work of the Spirit and to the life of God
without having to rely on a priest or pastor to act as a “go between.” We value the worth and dignity of
each human person and also each person’s freedom of conscience when it comes to matters of faith and
belief. We honor the importance of each person making his or her profession of faith.
However, it is much harder for us to honor the importance of the “we” part of our life together. We focus
on individual spiritual growth, but do not place as much attention on the need to strengthen the formation
of the faith community as a whole. What does it mean to be united in the Spirit of God? What does it
mean be in mission together? And what does it mean for us together to serve the common good of all?
These are all important questions for us as we enter a time of discernment in the New Beginnings process
and as you begin your search for a new pastor.
It may be that in the midst of the disintegration of the common life of our society that the church more
than ever before needs to strengthen the idea that we are in this together. We need to hold fast to a spirit
of unity in our life together. We need more interaction and conversation between each other around
matters of faith and our shared witness for peace and justice in our world. And, of course, we need
always to love one another as God in Christ has loved us.
In the coming days, let us grow in our appreciation for the gifts of faith and service that each of us brings
to our community of faith, and also for our common life and ministry as we seek together to be a sign
and foretaste of the Kingdom of God on earth.
Nu‘uanu Caller is a monthly publication of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, founded in 1885 and organized in 1892
(United Church of Christ, a 1957 union of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the Congregational Churches).
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last year’s Palm Sunday to make the ashes.
Please look for your cross and bring it to church
that day. We will have extra crosses available if
you can’t find yours. Thank you, to Becky
Kanenaka for helping us with this.

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

A Celtic Prayer from Iona

Looking Ahead to Lent

“Intercessions”

This year, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday,
which we will observe on March 1, and ends
with our celebration of the new life of Easter on
Sunday, April 16. Traditionally, Lent is a time for
prayer and reflection as we prepare for the
journey of Jesus to the cross and then his
resurrection. To help us do this, we will be
having a Wednesday evening Lenten series based
on a thoughtful book called Life of
the Beloved by Henri Nouwen.
Henri Nouwen was a student of
Thomas Merton who has written
extensively on the spiritual life and
community formation. The fivepart series will begin on
Wednesday, March 8 and end on Wednesday,
April 5. We will let you know of the meeting
time and place in the near future. Everyone is
invited to participate in these gatherings. If you
would like to order a copy of the book ($9.50),
there will be a sign-up sheet on the table at the
back of the sanctuary. We would like to order the
books on Monday, February 20, so that they will
arrive in plenty of time.

There is no plant in the ground
But tells of your beauty, O Christ.
There is no creature on the earth
There is no life in the sea
But proclaims your goodness.
There is no bird on the wing
There is no star in the sky
There is nothing beneath the sun
But is full of your blessings
Lighten my understanding
of your presence all around, O Christ
Kindle my will
to be caring for Creation.
Celtic Prayers from Iona by Dr. J. Philip Newell,
copyright 1997. Paulest Press, Mahwah, N.J.

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Ash Wednesday Services Noon and 6 p.m.
Two services will be offered on Wednesday,
March 1, at noon and 6 p.m. The imposition of
ashes will take place at both services.
Following our morning worship
on February 26, we will be
burning the palm crosses from

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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Yeiko Mizobe So

husband died after a brief illness. Feeling that
life’s prospects were limited for a young
widow, either for remarriage or an independent
career in Japan, she was buoyed by religion.
Soon after her husband’s death she was
converted to Christianity by the Reverend and
Mrs. O. H. Gulick, American missionaries from
Hawai‘i residing in her district (see Anna
Gulick). She vowed never to remarry but rather
to seek the religious life. “One night I was
alone in the room,” she wrote, “and prayed and
felt that God spoke to me. Since then, I felt
hope and peace in my heart and looked
upward . . . and offered a prayer of thanks.”
With this inspiration and resolve, she sold all
her belongings, left her country estate to enroll
at Kobe Women’s Seminary in March 1891,
from which she was graduated in April 1893 as
a qualified evangelist. She worked as a
missionary in the Kobe area, with the Gulicks
who had befriended her. Her good-humored
industry endeared her to many. The Gulicks
treated her as their own daughter and with their
encouragement she capitalized on her own
diplomatic skills and winning manner to
become an effective evangelist.

When we celebrated All Saints Sunday in
November, we focused on the saints of our
Church and spotlighted the people who are
featured in the rooms of Kibo Kan, our
multipurpose building. Three other rooms are
not named, therefore, the Diaconate has asked
the congregation to suggest persons they feel
should be so honored. The Diaconate has also
done our own research and discovered that
other entities have named one of our former
members as one of the “Distinctive Women in
Hawaiian History Program” and featured in the
book, Notable Women of Hawaii. This is
Yeiko Mizobe So who was converted to
Christianity by the Reverend O.H. Gulick and
went on to graduate from Kobe Women’s
Seminary as an evangelist. Mrs. So used her
evangelical talent to serve the need she
perceived, a need which was pretty much
ignored by the community at that time. For
these contributions, the Diaconate is
nominating that Kibo Kan room 206 be named
after Yeiko Mizobe So.
The following article by Esther Atsuko
Mitsunaga provides a broader background of
Mrs. So and her work in Hawaii.

The Gulicks returned to Hawai‘i in 1894 after
being asked to assist with the acculturation of
Japanese immigrants in the islands. In accepting
this new post, the Gulicks suggested to the
Hawaiian Board of Missions that a Japanese
missionary should be called from Japan to aid
the immigrant population. In 1895 the Hawaiian
Board of Missions invited Mrs. So, who
accepted their offer and came to the islands
when she was thirty, full of eager commitment.
She toured the islands with the Gulicks and after
this preliminary reconnaissance decided that
Honolulu needed a women’s rescue home which
would provide shelter and protection for picture

SO, Yeiko Mizobe (December 4, 1865-August
13, 1932), founder of shelter homes for
Japanese women and children in Honolulu at
the turn of the century, was born in Fukuoka
City, Japan, the second daughter among four
children of Nobuhara Mizobe of a samurai
family and his wife Ino (Kajiwara) Mizobe.
Miss Mizobe grew up with the privileges as
well as the constraints of her class and was
privately tutored at home in Japanese language
and the cultural arts. She was married in March
1888, when she was twenty-three year old, to
Isojiro So, also from a samurai family.
Unfortunately, after six months of marriage her

(Continued on page 4 - Yeiko So)
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Yeiko So (Continued from page 3)

they return to them. Despite ridicule, threats,
and a limited budget, Mrs. So felt rewarded after
seeing so many of her charges find employment
within the community, move out of the home,
and establish professional careers, especially in
teaching and nursing. During the ten years she
supervised the Japanese Women’s Home, she
also supervised the reception of picture brides at
the territorial Immigration Center. This center
eventually took over the responsibility for
protecting and sheltering picture brides who
needed assistance.

brides who were having difficulties with their
marriages. In 1895, the home was established
in a two-story house on Alapai Street and was
supported financially by the Japanese Christian
Church. The shelter home established and
overseen by Mrs. So harbored more than 700
women during the ten years of its existence.
Under her supervision, the tasks of running and
maintaining the home were divided among the
women, with responsibilities delegated for
cooking, cleaning, sewing, and mending,
supervising the nursery and playground for
those children who accompanied their mothers
to the shelter, and planning recreational and
cultural activities such as song fests and
improvised plays. The success of the shelter
home was due to the optimistic and cheerful
leadership of Mrs. So, who was also an
exacting disciplinarian. Her pioneering
endeavor worked, and the home was recognized
as a type of settlement house as well as a
protective shelter, because the staff carried out
social work activities within the community.
For example, Mrs. So would call upon women
who had returned to their husbands after
residing in the shelter for a time to offer
counseling if necessary. Within the shelter
home educational programs were conducted in
child care, feminine hygiene, and gynecology.
She ministered through the home to a growing
section of Honolulu’s community that needed
her advice, support and, when necessary,
protection.

With her former responsibilities now lodge in
the hands of the Immigration Center, Mrs. So
founded a children’s home for neglected children
in 1905. The financial support for this endeavor
came from the Nuuanu Congregational Church’s
Women’s Society and the home provided care
for children of working mothers as well as
“waifs of the street.” Various individuals, and
charitable organizations as well, donated money
to the children’s home, and over the years 369
children were cared for by this shelter. Mrs. So’s
work in establishing these homes and her
perseverance in their administration filled an
important social need at the turn of the century
in Hawai‘i.
Mrs. So retired from active work in 1931 and,
after four months of failing health, died at the
Queen’s Hospital the next year. She was
survived by a daughter, Esther, whom she had
adopted from her children’s home, thus
becoming a single parent.
Sources: Hawai‘i Shimpo July 5, July 16, 1910;
Hawai‘i Nichi Nichi July 1, 1913; Nippu Jiji
Aug. 15, 1932.
“Article Reprinted from Notable Women of
Hawaii, "Yeiko Mizobe So," by Esther Atsuko
Mitsunaga in Notable Women of Hawaii, edited
by Barbara Bennett Peterson, PhD, (Mrs. Frank
L. Peterson).”

The home and its founder did not go
uncriticized, however. Some people suggested
that the home destroyed the family, overturned
paternalistic values and the Japanese ideal of
obedience. Outraged husbands often clamored
for their wives outside the home, demanding that
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Top Photo: 1904 Honolulu Women’s Home
Bottom Photo: Children’s Home
Photos from Nuuanu Congregational Church Archives
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Hui Malama's Mahalo Luncheon
Twice a month volunteers come to prepare lunch for the hardworking Hui Malama men and women. In gratitude, Hui Malama
hosts a luncheon for all of the volunteers in January. Below, are a
few photos taken by Claire Nakatsuka at the luncheon.

Top left to right clockwise: Musical gift game with Hui Malama's kazoo band providing the music, Ruth
Gushiken and Claire Nakatsuka enjoying the gathering, opening the gifts (two photos), andWayne Kobayashi’s
magic show.
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
me.

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko BristowCanfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene Hasegawa,
Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno, Minnie
Kosasa, Janet Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa,
Leslie Lum, Mary Montiel, Ethel Nitta, Amy
and Chikao Nogami, Florence Osumi, Michi
Takeyama, Terry Stone, Matthew Stucke,
Glenn Yamada, and Marie Yoneshige.

I can do all things through him who strengthens
—Philippians 4:13

Loving God, thank you for your presence among
us. May we be full of patience and thanksgiving to
live each day with courage and cheerfulness. We
thank you for guiding us to trust in you and helping
us to be challenged to be strong to live each day
with gratitude and joy. Help us to be strong in spirit
and pray for one another. Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose
steadfast love endures forever!
Thanks Offerings
Sandra Satogata
Alice Ishihara
Julia Nakamura
Alexandria Ellen Galariada
Taichi Nomi
Jean Chun
Molly Simian
Yoshiko Furumizo

Birthday Offerings
Pauline Namiki
Memorial Offerings
Dorothy Kusumoto - IMO of Faith Sasaki

7

Nu‘uanu Caller, February 2017

Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 60, No. 2
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of December, we
collected 71 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be February 26,
2017. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

In Loving Memory
Our deepest condolences go out to the family of the late
Francis Nomura who passed away on January 7, 2017. He
is survived by son Alton, daughter Sherri (Francis) Achiu,
four grandchildren, one great grandchild, and sister Edith
Matsumoto. Private services were held and officiated by
Pastor Neal MacPherson.

Floral Offering
Honor a loved one or celebrate a special occasion with a floral
offering! Reserve your Sunday on the Flower Chart found in the
church office. Openings are: Jan. 29, Feb. 5, 12, Mar. 19, 26, Apr.
23, 30, July 16, Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, 15, 22, Nov. 26, Dec. 17, 31.

Outdoor Lanai Furniture
A huge mahalo to Susan Yokomoto for her donation of lanai
furniture; also, to Lani Hirohata and son Jeff and grandson Mahana
for picking up and hauling the furniture in their truck. We can still
use a few more pieces of furniture, if anyone has some available.
Please contact any Board of Trustee member. Mahalo!

Office Help Requested
Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator, will be
going on her annual ski vacation February 16-26. If you
are able to help out in the office during that time, please
see Paula. Your help is greatly appreciated!
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Feb. 26
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2017 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May June - Board of Christian Nurture
July August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November - Nichigobu Support
Group
December Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!

19

12

26
9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
11:30 AM Praise Band
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29

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Annual Meeting

Family Promise

Sunday

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Caller Deadline
Office Closed

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Monday

February 2017

27

20

13

6

30

Tuesday

28

21

14

7

31

9:00 AM Hui Malama

Ash Wednesday Service
NCC News Deadline
Ash Wednesday Service

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

1

22

15

8

1

2

23

16

9

2

Friday
3

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

3

24
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

17
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

10
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Mar. 1 - Ash Wednesday services
Mar. 27 - Office Closed, Prince
Kuhio holiday

Planning Ahead.....

6:00 PM Church Council

Thursday

4

4

Page 1/1

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

25

18

11
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for February
February 5 (Restoring Beauty): Isa 58:1-9a (9b-12) • Ps 112:1-9 (10) • 1 Cor 2:1-12, (13-16) •
Matt 5:13-20
February 12 (From the Heart): Deut 30:15-20 or Sir 15:15-20 • Ps 119:1-8 • 1 Cor 3:1-9 •
Matt 5:21-37
February 19 (Expanding Boundaries): Lev 19:1-2, 9-18 • Ps 119:33-40 • 1 Cor 3:10-11, 16-23
• Matt 5:38-48
February 26 (Dazzling Reign): Ex 24:12-18 • Ps 2 or Ps 99 • 2 Pet 1:16-21 • Matt 17:1-9

