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A Gift Summer Brings
By Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor
On Sunday, June 11, we welcomed Malia Galindo, Briana Grenert, Madeline
“Maddie” St. John and Laura Young into our life together. They are this year’s
interns with our College Summer Internship Program, which we are undertaking
with our sister congregation, the United Church of Christ Judd Street.
We are grateful to the Rev. Mary Paik, our former pastor, for envisioning this
program. I just want to say how impressed I am with the interns who have been
selected and the program itself.
The College Summer Internship brings many gifts to the interns and also to us. For the interns, there is
the opportunity to meet and learn from persons who have made a deep commitment to the faith
community. There is also the opportunity to learn what ministry is all about—everything from bible
study to the kind of thought that goes into the preparation for Sunday worship and preaching, from the
planning of activities for young and old (including the Lana‘i trip) to the offering of prayers in public
settings, from the skills needed for public speaking, to the giving of children’s moments in worship. And
perhaps best of all, there is the opportunity for vocational discernment. This summer, the interns are
reading and discussing an insightful book, which explores what it means to bring one’s life and vocation
together into a unified whole. The book, written by Parker Palmer, is called Let your Life Speak:
Listening for the Voice of Vocation.
For the committee members/mentors from NCC—Susan Iha, Vanessa Ito, Becky Kanenaka, Lori
Takeyama-Goshi, and Lori Yamashiro—there are the gifts that come when we are challenged to
communicate the meaning of the ministry and mission of the church and also when we are asked to share
our faith journeys and commitments. And for all of us, there are the gifts that come when we witness the
energy and hear the questioning of the young.
We are truly blessed to have the College Summer Internship Program as part of our summer experience
at NCC. Thanks be to God.
Grace and Peace.
Nu‘uanu Caller is a monthly publication of Nu‘uanu Congregational Church, founded in 1885 and organized in 1892
(United Church of Christ, a 1957 union of the Evangelical and Reformed Church and the Congregational Churches).
Rev. Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor; Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator; Nelson Fujinaga, Custodian; Le
Huynh, Groundskeeper & Security.
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institution that cares for its people, and they've
been doing that through their whole ministry.
Now it's time for them to be cared for in their
hour of need. Checks may be written to Nu‘uanu
Congregational Church with Christmas Fund in
the memo line.

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

Infant Baptism and New
Members

Reminder: Worship Time
Changed to 9:30 AM
June 11 – August 27, 2017

On June 25, 2017, two babies were baptized into
the family of God: Kai Kobylanski and Namie
Matsumoto. We also received into membership
Vania Ito by baptism and Kapono Kobylanski
and Gail Wenos by reaffirmation of faith.

Christmas in July - July 16
By Velma Akinaka, Missions Committee
It’s Christmas in July! The United Church of
Christ’s Christmas Fund Offering, formerly
known as Veterans of the Cross, will be taken on
July 16, 2017, at Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church. This annual fund has helped provide
supplemental monies for pension and health
insurance premiums to low-income retirees. The
offering also provides monetary gift checks to
hundreds of those on fixed incomes, as well as
any emergency assistance for clergy and lay
employees and their families throughout the year.

Left to right: Kai, Kapono, Gail, Namie, and
Vania. Photo courtesy of Paula Yamamoto.

When this fund first started, the lives of clergy
were different. Today the Christmas Fund is
seeing two other groups growing in need: the
impact of second-career clergy who have shorter
careers and the changing marital status of the
clergy. UCC is reviewing how this program can
also benefit these two groups. It's important that
clergy, spouses/partners and lay employees know
that it is there to help them. We hope to provide
the highest quality of life possible for the people
we work with, while preserving their dignity.

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

There have been families overwhelmed by the
sudden financial strain brought on by illness, an
automobile accident or a fire. In the business of
caring for others, many clergy feel uneasy asking
for help for themselves. The church is an

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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Discovering My Calling

Pastor’s Study Leave

By Malia Galindo, College Summer Intern

By Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor

One of my strongest
talents is public
speaking. I have had
moments where I felt
moved to share my
thoughts, and I have
been able to touch
people and make them
think about their own
faith.

From Friday, July 7, until Saturday, July 15, I
will be in Vancouver, British Columbia, serving
as a tutor in the Native Ministries Consortium
Summer School of the Vancouver School of
Theology. The course title I will be tutoring is
called “Ethics in Intercultural Context.” Each
morning, from Monday to Friday, all of us, both
students and tutors, will hear a lecture on the
subject, and then in the afternoons the tutors will
work with the students as they process the
course.

Most recently this past February, I was on a
retreat with Disciple On Campus (DOC), a
Christian group on my college campus, where I
gave an impromptu ‘sermon’ and I had an ‘Aha!’
moment. In my heart I felt a small seed and I
became overwhelmed with a warm feeling, so
much so that I couldn’t stop crying. I talked with
my mentors, who are all reverends or soon to be
reverends, and they said that it could be a calling.
I also spoke with my dad, also a reverend, and he
said something similar. I can’t be sure if this is
the path God is calling me to take, but I want to
continue exploring this path.

We have several students from Hawai‘i who are
part of the Native Ministries Program, which
enables them to earn their Master of Divinity
degrees. Four of us from Hawai‘i, including
Grant Lee, Jack Belsom, Napua Burke and
myself, serve as tutors in the program. We meet
with the students here in Hawai‘i throughout the
year, assisting them with the online courses they
pursue.
It has been a privilege and joy for me to be part
of the program, which serves the needs of native
people from Canada and the U.S., as well as
Pacific Islanders and other indigenous persons
from Hawai‘i. As is always the case, the tutor
receives much more than he or she is able to
give. To experience a Master of Divinity course
of studies all over again after all these years is a
gift to be treasured!

I feel that this internship will help me explore the
different aspects of church and church ministry.
Some questions I would like to look into
answering include looking into the meaning of
prayer and it’s importance, not only as a
connection to God, but a connection to each
other. I also hope to narrow down and find a
focus in ministry. I want to expand the
possibilities of helping others and what it means
to glorify God. My third focus is to expand my
knowledge and understanding of scripture. By
better understanding its context I can better
understand God and His message. Thank you all
for such a wonderful experience so far and I look
forward to continuing this journey with you.

I wish to thank NCC for giving me the
opportunity to learn and serve in this way.

Lectionary Study on Break
The lectionary study class, led by Pastor Neal,
will be taking a break for the month of July. It
will resume in August. All are welcome!
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The Power of Process

him – and it is then that I
will find rest for my soul
(Matthew 11:29). We
can’t conform in
complacency to worldly
behavior, but the process
of reflecting Christ is one
of allowing God to
renew our minds
(Romans 12:1-2;
Colossians 3:1-17). Being a living sacrifice
means acknowledging that we are a people in the
process of clothing ourselves in compassion and
humility; it means learning to forgive. As Paul
says, “Put on your new nature, and be renewed
as you learn to know your Creator and become
like him.” (Colossians 3:10).

By Briana Grenert, College Summer Intern
If you’re like me, then you’re impatient. The
waiting period is rough. So is the growing
period. When I read about Jesus healing the
blind by spitting and putting mud on their eyes
and making them go through a strange process to
achieve healing (John 9:1-12; Mark 8:22-26), I
can’t help but wonder why God didn’t just heal
them in a simpler way. The disciples wondered,
too. However, they also wanted to know why in
the world the blind man was sick in the first
place. So, they asked, “Why was this man born
blind? Was it because of his own sins or his
parents’ sins?” Jesus answered, “It was not
because of his sins or his parents’ sins; it
happened so the power of God could be seen in
him,” (John 9:2-3).

We are a people in the process of rebuilding, a
church family en route together towards
becoming the people who God is calling us to
be. Slowly, we are learning to recognize his
voice, and how to “give thanks through [Jesus
Christ] to God the Father” (Colossians 3:17) in
all our words and deeds.

We are an imperfect people with a high and
heavenly calling. The love described in 1
Corinthians 13:4-10 (love is patient, love is kind,
etc.) is neither natural nor easy – it’s a radical
kind of love that is precipitated by a dependence
on God. How can I be “not irritable” towards my
enemies when I can’t even be patient with those
who love me (as my mother can testify)? It
seems impossible!

So, Lord, please teach us to be thankful for the
journey… and to not be ashamed of the process.

Worship and Adult Education

I, for one, fail continually and in the face of that
failure, I just feel like shouting, “But my work
seems so useless! I have spent my strength for
nothing and to no purpose!” (Isaiah 49:4).
I want so badly to glorify God that I miss the
fact that in my slow transition from blindness to
sight, God’s works are revealed. God isn’t just
glorified when I am a “good enough Christian”
or when I’m healed; He is glorified in my
journey.

In Neal’s absence on Sunday, July 9, his
daughter Christy MacPherson will give the
sermon. Christy has just been called to serve as
the Executive Director of FACE (Faith Action
for Community Equity), a community
organization in which Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church participated as a member until recently.
Following the service and fellowship time, in the
Yeiko So Room (Room 206), Christy will enter
into conversation with those who are interested
in learning more about the present work of
FACE and its future direction.

Jesus does not tell me to be ashamed of my
imperfection. Rather, in gentleness and humility,
he calls me to take on his yoke and to learn from
4

Nu‘uanu Caller, July 2017

Vol. 60, No. 7

Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we
do not know how to pray as we ought, but the very
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.
Romans: 8:26

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene
Hasegawa, Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Minnie Kosasa, Janet Kurokawa, Michael
Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Mary Montiel, Ethel
Nitta, Amy and Chikao Nogami, Florence
Osumi, Michi Takeyama, Terry Stone,
Matthew Stucke, Glenn Yamada, and Marie
Yoneshige.

Ever present God, we thank you that you know
our needs and when we do not know how to pray
you are there to help us. Even when we walk
through dark valleys you are with us with your
comforting guidance. Wonderful God, thank you for
knowing that we need you. Amen.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast
love endures forever!
Birthday Offerings
Mary Oshiro
Helen Pierce
Frederick Takara

Thanks Offerings
Howard and Barbara Mau
Gloria Gainsley
Norman and Jane Uyechi

Memorial Offerings
Flora Oshima - IMO Thomas Oshima
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last
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Sunday of every
month. For the month
of May, we
collected 131 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be July 30, 2017.
Monetary donations accepted,
too. Checks may be made to
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church
with Hawai‘i Food Bank on the
memo line. Mahalo.

Nu‘uanu Trail Hike - July 2
By Briana Grenert, College Summer Intern
On Sunday, July 2nd, the interns will be leading a beautiful (highly
Instagram friendly) hike called the Nu'uanu Trail (off the Judd Trail).
Meet at NCC at 11:15 a.m., so we can shuttle over! Bring good mudready shoes, water, grocery size plastic bags, and
bug spray. The hike begins with a quaint and
scenic waterfall. A small snack will be provided. A
signed parental permission form is required for
those under 18 years old. See Briana or any intern
for the form.

Snow Day - July 16
To celebrate Christmas in July, we will be having a
Snow Day for the keiki and grown ups alike in the
lower parking lot, following the morning worship
service. Bring your mittens! Children under 18 need a
signed parental permission slip to participate. See one
of the interns for a form.

Lana‘i Mission Trip - July 23-28
Once, again, the College Summer interns and youth from NCC and
UCC Judd St. will be leading Vacation Bible School at Lana‘i Union
Church July 23-28, 2017. The trip is being coordinated by Lori
Yamashiro and Rev. Mary Herbig.
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, July 30
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2017 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May - Nichigobu Support Group
June - Board of Christian Nurture
July - Board of Christian Nurture
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November December - Open
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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30
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Education
10:30 AM Youth Group

9:00 AM Chancel Choir
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Adult Education

23
Youth Mission Trip to Lana‘i

16
9:00 AM Chancel Choir
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Christmas in July
Snow Day

8:30 AM Chancel Choir
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Education
1:00 PM Boy Scouts ECOH
4:00 PM Vespers

9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Education
11:00 AM Youth GroupHike

General Synod

2

25

9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Adult Education
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Water Slide Activity

Sunday

July 2017

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Monday

31

24

17

10

3

26

6:00 PM Church Council

Office Closed

Tuesday

1

25

18

11

4

27

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama

NCC News Deadline

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

2

26

19

12

5

28

3

27

20

13

6

29

Friday

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

4

28

21
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

14
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

CSI Discernment Retreat

7

30
9:00 AM New Beginnings
Small Group
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

General Synod

Aug 6 - End of CSI Program - Joint
Service with UCC Judd at NCC
Aug 6-13 - Family Promise
Aug 18 - Office Closed

Planning Ahead.....

Caller Deadline

Thursday

8

1

5
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8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

29

22

15

8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for July

July 2 (Holy Welcome): Gen 22:1-14 • Ps 13 or Jer 28:5-9 • Ps 89:1-4, 15-18 • Rom 6:12-23 •
Matt 10:40-42
July 9 (Chosen Journeys): Gen 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 • Ps 45:10-17 or Song of Sol 2:18-13 or
Zech 9:9-12 • Ps 145:8-14 • Rom 7:15-25a • Matt 11:16-19, 25-30
July 16 (A House Divided): Gen 25:19-34 • Ps 119:105-112 or Isa 55:10-13 • Ps 65:(1-8), 9-13
• Rom 8:1-11 • Matt 13:1-9, 18-23
July 23 (Place of Blessing): Gen 28:10-19a • Ps 139:1-12, 23-24 or Wisd of Sol 12:13, 16-19
or Isa 44:6-8 • Ps 86:11-17 • Rom 8:12-25 • Matt 13:24-30, 36-43
July 30 (Weaving the Future): Gen 29:15-28 • Ps 105:1-11, 45b or 1 Kings 3:5-12 • Ps 128 or
Ps 119:129-136 • Rom 8:26-39 • Matt 13:31-33, 44-52

