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Learnings
By Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor
I am writing this in Vancouver, British Columbia, where I am attending the
summer session of the Native Ministries Program at the Vancouver School
of Theology. I am serving as a tutor for a course called “Ethics in
Intercultural Context.”
A major purpose of any study leave is to enrich a pastor’s knowledge and
understanding, which in turn can be shared with members of the
congregation he or she is serving. This is what I would like to do by way of this article.
For me, it has been an interesting time. Ethics, as you know, is the study of the way we make
moral decisions. As Christians, we usually base our moral decision making on a shared
knowledge of what is right or wrong. Usually, in the Christian context, it all begins with the way
we have interpreted “The Fall” in Genesis 3. Adam “sins” when he eats the forbidden fruit of the
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. We say that Adam “sinned.” Consequently, when we do
something wrong, it is called sin. Sin results in guilt and punishment, and then, hopefully,
forgiveness.
There is, however, another way of looking at ethics. It begins not in Genesis Chapter 3 but in
Genesis Chapter 1. The earth, created by God the Creator, is a place of goodness and harmony.
Everything is related to everything else in a harmonious whole. It is our goal as human beings to
be in a right relationship with God, with neighbor, and with the whole of creation. When we do
something wrong, we find ourselves separated from God, the human community, and the earth.
Sin, then, is not primarily doing something that we should not have done or not doing something
we should have done. Sin, rather, is separation. When separation occurs, our honor as human
beings is in jeopardy. We feel alone and ashamed. The goal, then, is to acknowledge the wrong
we have done, and then do what needs to be done in order to restore us to a right relationship with
God, neighbor, and the whole of creation. The goal is the recovery of right relationship and a
restored harmony.
Continued on page 6 - Learnings
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In Loving Memory

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

Our deepest condolences go out to the
family of Masaji Saito who passed
away on July 13, 2017. Masaji is survived by
wife Mary Ann, daughter Joy Saito, brother
Mamoru Saito, and sister Hanako Saito. Pastor
Neal will officiate a celebration of life service
at Nu‘uanu Congregational Church on Sunday,
July 30. Service at 5 p.m., visitation starting at
4 p.m.

Reminder: Worship Time
Changed to 9:30 AM
June 11 – August 27, 2017

Former Chancel Choir Director, Mark Kuraya,
passed away on June 27, 2017. He is survived
by wife Lila, son Bobby, brother Noel (Kaen)
Kuraya, and sister Susan (Russell) Ishida. A
public service will be held on Saturday, August
5 at 5 p.m., Makiki Christian Church. Visitation
at 4 p.m.

Joint Worship Service - Aug. 6
UCC, Judd St. will be joining us for a Joint
Worship Service at NCC on August 6, 2017 as
we say mahalo and aloha to our four College
Summer Interns. Interns, Malia Galindo,
Briana Grenert, Madeline St. John, and Laura
Young, will be sharing their reflections on the
past 10 weeks during the worship service. A
potluck luncheon will follow in Kosasa Hall.
Bring a dish to share. Please save this date and
join in the fellowship!

Tahn Chow Leong passed away on July 4, 2017.
He is survived by wife Ana, son Jon Leong,
daughters Linda (Fred) Wang and Wendy (Roy)
Machida, and six grandchildren. Linda, Fred,
Jon, and Wendy were active with our church
through their college years. He was also the
brother of Bow Chu Goto and Rose Teruya. A
public service will be held on Monday, August
14, at Hosoi Garden Mortuary at 11 a.m.
Visitation will begin at 10 a.m.

Special Offering - August 6
By Lori Yamashiro, CSI Committee
At the concluding joint worship service for our
College Summer Interns on Sunday, August 6,
we will be taking a SPECIAL OFFERING which
will be designated for the College Summer Intern
Program for next summer. If you have a weekly
pledge or a special offering to the church, please
put that offering in the offering plate early on
July 30 or the week after on August 13.

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.
(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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overwhelmed or distracted by life that we forget
about him.

Finding God in the Gaps
By Madeline St. John, College Summer Intern

Dear God,
Thank you for the opportunity to stand next to
mountains and in valleys, to hear your music,
explore your words, and feel your presence and
paradoxes; to be awe-inspired by the goodness in
the hearts of the people of these church
congregations, and by the diversity of the
channels through which you communicate.
Amen.

For some, reading the Bible is the clearest way to
hear God’s voice. As part of the NCC/UCC Judd
internship, we spent an afternoon talking with
Pastor Neal (of Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church) about Biblical interpretation. It’s often
too easy to not take the time to really delve in to
scripture, just because it seems difficult and timeconsuming. It’s always been (and still is) a goal
of mine to read more of the Bible and better
understand it. However, I am also continually
reminded that the Bible is not the only way to
hear God’s voice.

Is That You?
By Laura Young, College Summer Intern
A few weeks ago, I attended the General Synod
in Baltimore, Maryland. It was crazy because I
had never seen so many churches and
conferences represented before. It was
overwhelming. Even though all of these people
were somewhat similar to me, it was even crazier
that it was also one of the most diverse groups of
people I’ve ever seen.

Through this internship, I’ve been seeing more
and more how everyone has different ways of
connecting with God. As interns, we’ve shared
with each other different ways in which we
connect with God: through nature, through the
Bible, through prayer, music, and other people.
In our discernment retreat with Pastor Phyllis
Meighen, she stated that words only make up 7%
of what we communicate. The rest is body
language, facial expression, tone, etc. Sometimes
God is to be found “in the gaps between the
words,” she said.

At this conference, we voted on so many
different things. Things that really matter. They
weren’t things like the budget and our bylaws
(even though I know those things are really
important). These were things that were
important to the rest of the world, too. We voted
on resolutions involving climate change, the
treatment of Palestinian children, the use of
corporal punishment in institutions, and so many
others. There were people that were for and
against these resolutions. Both sides seemed to
have good reason. So when I was sitting in these
meetings where we were voting, I wasn’t sure
whether to vote yes or no because some of the
choices contradict each other, but they both are
guided by good intentions. I thought to myself,
“how do I make a just world for all when both
sides of the story have good arguments?” In that
moment, I understood why it was so hard to
make change happen.
(Continued on p. 7 - Worthy)

At this discernment retreat, we prayed together,
ate together, laughed and cried together. We
practiced really listening to each other, hearing
God in others’ words. We also spent time alone,
just us and God. Pastor Phyllis highlighted a
passage in 1 Kings 19: 11-13, in which God visits
Elijah on the mountain, not as a great wind, not
as an earthquake, not as a fire, but in the sound of
sheer silence. Perhaps it is a bit ironic to write
about silence, but I found this passage a powerful
reminder to listen for God’s whisper.
Life can get busy, and loud. Sometimes I forget
to slow down and breathe. It’s easy to forget to
listen for God in the silence. However, God is not
only in the silence. (Thank you, Lori Yamashiro,
for this reminder). God is always there, even
when we’re busy, even when we become so
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Meet Our New Members

a life of altruism and adventure. She has shared
her talents with us with Ezra and as a member of
the Chancel Choir. We warmly welcome her to
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church.

By Wayne Kobayashi, Sybil Seto, and Lori
Yamashiro, New Member Sponsors
On June 25, 2017, we received three new
members into our church ohana: Vania Ito
(sponsor Lori Yamashiro), Kapono Kobylanski
(sponsor Wayne Kobayashi), and Gail Wenos
(sponsor Sybil Seto). A photo was included in
the July Caller, but the introductions weren’t
available at the time of printing. Therefore, their
sponsors would like to introduce them to you in
this issue.

Oh the stories I could tell about Vania Ito, but
there isn't enough space. In high school, Vania
excelled as a member of Roosevelt’s track team.
She always did well in the hurdles and
consistently placed in the top three in various
competitions. Overcoming life’s hurdles is
something Vania has also excelled in. As the
youngest daughter of Steve and Ann Ito, Vania
worked hard to make her own mark in the world
while following in the wake of 2 larger than life
older sisters. Vania received her Masters Degree
in Occupational Therapy and Doctorate in
Physical Therapy. She is currently on call at the
Rehabilitation Hospital of the Pacific and has
taught a couple of OT classes at Kapiolani
Community College. What brings Vania joy is
her family. She and husband Ian have been
blessed with a beautiful daughter, Namie, who
was also baptized with Vania. It has been a
blessing to watch Vania grow into such a
wonderfully gifted, loving woman, wife and
mother. And while Vania has been part of the
NCC Ohana since she was born, we officially
welcome her into membership. Praise God!

Kapono Kobylanski grew up in Waipahu, and
attended public schools, including Pearl City
High School, then went to and graduated from
Kamehameha Schools. He attended University of
La Verne in Southern California, and graduated
with a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Business
Administration with a concentration in Finance
and a minor in speech communications, then
received a Masters Degree in accounting. He
worked in California for about 10 years in
corporate finance and accounting, then moved to
Hawaii in 2013, and is currently doing real estate
work. Kapono attended NCC from about age 8
with his mother Penny Oshiro and Craig Oshiro.
His grandparents are Tom and Mary Oshiro who
also attend NCC. Kapono’s wife is ChristyCharity, and they have a 17 month old boy, Kai,
who was just baptized. The other family
member is his 10 year old step-daughter
Angelica.
Born and raised in Illinois, Gail Wenos came to
Hawai‘i first as a teacher and has come full circle
to retire here. Along the way she has made
lifelong friends. She has sung with the Johnny
Mann Singers. She was a ventriloquist with
Ezra, spreading the word of God. She was a
caregiver for her dear friend, Ruth, for many,
many years. An entertainer, a lady with a
mission, a caregiver for her sister in Christ ……
Gail has played many roles and continues to live

Left to right: Kai, Kapono, Gail, Namie, and
Vania. Photo courtesy of Paula Yamamoto.
4

Nu‘uanu Caller, August 2017

Vol. 60, No. 8

2017-2018 William and Jean
Wood Scholarship Recipients

Congratulations Eagle Scouts!
Four young men from Boy Scouts of America
Troop 201 received the rank of Eagle Scout on
Sunday, July 9, 2017 at Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church. All four just graduated from high school
and started in Scouting together back in the first
grade. Congratulations! We are so proud of your
accomplishments!
Picture below are: Matthew April, Travis
Ching, Jacob Erban, and Jake Hijirida.
Photo courtesy of Sandy Togashi.

The Scholarship Committee is pleased to
announce the following 2017-2018 William and
Jean Wood Scholarship awardees:
•

Kelli Kimura, daughter of Kent and
Geraldine Kimura and granddaughter of
Shigeo and Mae Kimura (University of
Oregon Senior in the Bachelors of
Architecture Program) $1500

•

Kristi Kimura, daughter of Kent and
Geraldine Kimura and granddaughter of
Shigeo and Mae Kimura (Seattle
University Sophomore in the Bachelors
of Biology Program) $1500

•

Kyla Kobayashi, daughter of Dwight
and Liza Kobayashi and granddaughter
of Wayne Kobayashi (Azusa Pacific
University Freshman in the Bachelors of
English Program) $1500

•

Andrew Nakatsuka, son of Craig and
Claire Nakatsuka (Southern Methodist
University Freshman in the Bachelors of
Science in Chemistry Program) $1500

•

Avery Serna, son of Ron and Susie
Serna and grandson of Ruth Gushiken
(University of the Pacific Freshman in
the Bachelors of Science in Computer
Engineering) $1000

Committee members are Eileen OgasawaraChun, Lani Hirohata, and Ginny Takara.

College Summer Interns Visit with Aunty
Chikako Yamashiro, 100 years old at 15
Craigside Place.
Left to right bottom row: Madeline St. John,
Briana Grenert; top row: Malia Galindo, Laura
Young. Photo courtesy of Lori Yamashiro.
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
I lift up my eyes to the hills –
From where will my help come?
My help comes from the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:1-2

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene
Hasegawa, Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Minnie Kosasa, Janet Kurokawa, Michael
Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Mary Montiel, Ethel
Nitta, Amy and Chikao Nogami, Florence
Osumi, Michi Takeyama, Terry Stone,
Matthew Stucke, Glenn Yamada, and Marie
Yoneshige.

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast
love endures forever!

Birthday Offerings
Albert Matsumoto
Thanks Offerings
Taichi Nomi

Dear God, thank you for being there no matter
where or when we lift up our eyes to you. We do
not despair for your caring hands reaches out to us
and we feel your presence. For your ever present
love and help we praise you and give you thanks.
Help us to live each day with joy and thanksgiving
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Learnings - Continued from page 1
The course in which I am participating has reconfirmed for me that my life journey has been a
movement from the first understanding of sin to the
second. This movement will influence the way I make
ethical decisions. I will not be so much concerned with
individual “sins,” as I will be concerned with the need
for harmonious relationships in the human community,
including the church, in our relationship with the earth,
and our relationship with God.
After I get home from this engaging study leave, let’s
talk about all of this some more. A hui hou.
Grace and Peace.
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 60, No. 8
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of May, we
collected 131 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be August 27,
2017. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Worthy - Continued from p. 3

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, August 27
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

Soon after I came back from the Synod, I attended a discernment
retreat with the other interns. We were asked to come with a question
we have for God. I used the question that was brought up to me while
I was away. How do I know what I should do, when both actions
seem so right?

…lead a life worthy of your calling…
During the retreat we had lots of time to be alone with God. This was
one of the most challenging things for me because I have a hard time
doing things when no one is telling me what to do. At first I wanted
to go somewhere that no one would see me because I was scared that
I would be judged for doing something wrong. I felt like I didn’t
know how to do the whole spiritual thing correctly. But I kept on
searching for God. I opened my bible and started looking in the back
where you can look for keywords. One word stood out to me. It was
the word, worthy. I found a verse that was really important for me to
see that day. “Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to
lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God
(Ephesians 4:1).” When I saw this I realized that I do know what to
do. God has called me and God trusts me and knows that I will make
decisions that will glorify Him. He’s the one who called me! God is
the reason that I am at this position in my church. He’s the reason I
got to go to the General Synod. God knows my capability. At least
that’s what I think. Is that really you, God? What do you think?
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2017 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May - Nichigobu Support Group
June - Board of Christian Nurture
July - Board of Christian Nurture
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November December - Open
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!

13

20

27
9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group
10:30 AM Adult Education

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Education

Caller Deadline

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Education

Family Promise

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Joint Worship Service
11:00 AM Interns Aloha
Luncheon

Family Promise
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30

9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Youth Group
10:30 AM Adult Education

Sunday

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Monday

August 2017

28

21

14

7

31

6:00 PM Church Council

Tuesday

29

22

15

8

1

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

30

23

16

9

2

Thursday

31

24

17

10

3

4

1

Saturday

Page 1/1

2

26

19

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

5:00 PM Chancel Choir
Dinner

5

12

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees

Sep 3 - Choir Dedication
Sep 4 - Office Closed-Labor Day
Sep 4-27 - Neal on vacation

Planning Ahead.....

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

25
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

18
Office Closed - Admission Day

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

11

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Friday

!
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August 2017

Lectionary Readings for August

August 6 (Face to Face): Gen 32:22-31 • Ps 17:1-7, 15 or Isa 55:1-5 • Ps 145:8-9, 14-21 • Rom
9:1-5 • Matt 14:13-21
August 13 (When All Seems Lost): Gen 37:1-4, 12-28 • Ps 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b or 1Kings
19:9-18 • Ps 85:8-13 • Rom 10:5-15 • Matt 14:22-33
August 20 (Bold Moves): Gen 45:1-15 • Ps 133 or Isa 56:1, 6-8 • Ps 67 • Rom 11:1-2a, 29-32 •
Matt 15:(10-20), 21-28
August 27 (Be Transformed): Ex 1:8-2:10 • Ps 124 or Isa 51:1-6 • Ps 138 • Rom 12:1-8 • Matt
16:13-20

