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Learnings
By Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor
I am writing this on the Monday following the weekend in which a young
woman, a civil rights activist named Heather Hever, was killed in Charlottesville,
Virginia. She had been protesting the rally of the white nationalists who had
gathered in the city to promote their cause. She was killed and nineteen others
were injured when a white supremacist drove his car into a crowd of counterprotestors.
With the backdrop of this horrendous incident in the back of my mind, I began to reflect on the power of
words, which can be used for good or for evil. In the past, we used to say that we have to “walk the walk
and not just talk the talk.” This popular saying fails to lift up the importance of the words we speak.
When white supremacists shout Nazi slogans, they create an atmosphere in which violence can easily
take place. When our political leaders, including the President, take too long to speak directly against
those who would destroy the fabric of our society, more violence is encouraged. What we say matters.
Words count.
This we know from our own Judeo-Christian heritage. When God said, “Let there be light,” there was
light. When Jesus told the woman who anointed his feet with her hair, “Your sins are forgiven,” her sins
were indeed forgiven. (Luke 7:48), and when he told Zacchaeus, “ . . . hurry and come down; for I must
stay at your house today” (Luke 19:5), wholeness and forgiveness and restoration took place. Words
count.
If some words spoken can cause evil to be done, other words can bring about health and wholeness and
healing. These other words that build up and do not destroy are the words we are surely called to speak in
these tumultuous times. We can speak such life-giving words in our family, in our church, in our work
place, and on the streets. Our words count, and can bring about the kind of world God desires for all.
Let’s pray for the grace and courage so to speak the words God calls us to speak.

Grace and Peace.
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good stewards and help raise money for our
ministries. The more you give through this
program, the more Foodland and Western Union
will give back to the community….and to our
church! Mahalo!

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

9:30 a.m. Sunday Worship
Hour Will Remain Through
September

Pastor’s Vacation
From September 4 until September 26, Neal
will be on vacation. He will be travelling to Nova
Scotia, to the place where he spent the first years
of his life, and where, as he says, he will be
enjoying “visiting his family, especially his
brother Ian: walking along the 500 year-olddykes built by the French Acadians; viewing the
Bay of Fundy tides, the highest in the world;
eating lobster and Digby scallops; enjoying the
farm produce of the late summer; and, perhaps,
seeing the beginning of the fall colors.”

The 9:30 a.m. Sunday worship hour will stay in
place through the month of September. This will
give the Church Council time to act on a
proposal by the Diaconate to keep the 9:30 a.m.
worship hour on a permanent basis.
The reasons behind the proposal are two:
1) 9:30 a.m. may be more convenient for
families with young children. Often,
Sunday is the only day of the week when
families with small children can enjoy a
more relaxed beginning of the day, and it
perhaps might be easier for them to
consider participation in worship if we
were to begin the service a little later.

In his absence, Wally Ryan Kuroiwa will be
preaching, leading the Wednesday evening
Lectionary Study, and offering pastoral
assistance if needed.

Give Aloha - Month of
September

2) If the beginning time of worship is 9:30,
the choir practice can take place prior
(Continued on page 3 - 9:30 a.m.Worship Time)

By Paula Yamamoto, Administrative Coordinator
Heads up! We will once, again, be
participating in Foodland’s Give Aloha program
during the month of September. Foodland and
their partner, Western Union, will match a
portion of any contribution made to NCC
through the store. At any Foodland or Sack n’
Save store, you may make a contribution to NCC
(pledge, special offering) up to $249 per Maika’i
card.

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

All contributions and
matching grants will be
returned to NCC in
October. Let us be

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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9:30 a.m. Worship Time -

Verse of the week:
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are
your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.
Isaiah 55:8-9

Continued from page 2
to worship, beginning at 8:15 a.m. instead
of the usual warm-up at 8:30 a.m. If
choir practice can take place before
worship, adult education classes can be
held after morning worship and free up
choir members who might want to
take advantage of educational
opportunities. The Diaconate believes that
adult education for adults is a top priority
for the church in these days
of religious change.

MONDAY:
Father, thank You for the promise that Your
thoughts and plans for us are far greater than
ours, and that You are able to do “exceedingly
abundantly above all that we can ask or
think.” (Ephesians 3:20)
TUESDAY:
Because God’s thoughts and plans are far greater
than ours, ask God today to fill our thoughts with
His creative ideas. Ask God to help us hear Him
clearly.

The Church Council will act on this proposal at
its September 19th meeting. Before the 19th,
anyone who has strong feelings about this
proposal to make the 9:30 a.m. worship time
permanent are invited to express their feelings in
writing or by phone to Laurie Hamano, our
Moderator, or Mabel Suzuki, the chair of the
Diaconate. Your prayerful consideration of this
proposal is encouraged.

WEDNESDAY:
As we pray each day, ask God to give us peace
and patience as we go through this process
knowing that things will unfold in God’s own
time.
THURSDAY:
As we wait for God’s response and leading, ask
God to help us continue doing those things that
we know He has called us to do…loving and
caring for those around us both in the church
family and in the community.
FRIDAY:
Father, as thoughts and ideas are expressed help
us to listen with respect and without judgment.
Give us honest, open, and loving communication
with each other.

Prayers for New Beginnings

SATURDAY:
Thank You, our Father, for bringing us this far in
our New Beginnings process. Give us a renewed
passion to continue to move forward by Your
leading.

The New Beginnings small group led by
Laurie Hamano and Gail Wenos offer these
prayers for each day of this coming week. You
are invited to use them as a guide for your daily
prayers.
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Mahalo Nui Loa!

“older” doesn’t mean you can’t
contribute,

By Lori Yamashiro, CSI Committee Chair
What do you get when you combine a
historically Japanese church, a historically
Chinese church and 4 interns? An awesome
College Summer Internship Program!
What started off as a wild idea of partnering with
UCC-Judd Street turned into a wonderful 10week program. The partnership provided more
resources, opportunities and ideas. It also
refocused us on the main purpose of the program
which is to provide space in which college
students can explore the connection between
their faith and vocation as they learn to serve
God. While the program was new to UCC-Judd,
there were also many changes from previous
years for NCC members. Some of the
modifications were necessary to comply with
employment laws.
The College Summer Internship Committee took
an active role in planning the program, as well as
assisted in interviewing and choosing the interns
and their Discernment Partners. Discernment
Partners were chosen from both churches to
provide the interns a partner to engage in Bible
Study and conversation that focused on their
relationship with God.
None of it would have been possible without the
support received from both congregations. On
behalf of the College Summer Internship
Committee, I’d like to extend our deepest
appreciation to you for your support of the
program and interns. A special word of thanks
to:
•

Sew Fun for the beautiful stole they
made based on the story of Joseph,

•

Hui Malama for showing the interns that
ministry means sometimes getting your
hands dirty and that just because you’re

•

Discernment Partners Joni Chun, Becky
Kanenaka, Nellie Lum, and Lori
Takeyama-Goshi who provided
opportunities for dialogue, support and
even questions about their faith journey
and vocation,

•

Christian Nurture Board for their help in
planning and providing support in so
many ways,

•

Laurie Hamano and her staff at
Vocational Management Consultants for
sharing their time and expertise with the
interns,

•

Rev. Phyllis Meighen who led the
interns in a very valuable discernment
retreat,

•

All who helped us get to and through
Vacation Bible School at Lanai Union
Church, especially Paula Yamamoto,
Stan Chong and Pastor Dorothy Lester
of Lanai Union Church,

•

All who have supported the College
Summer Internship program through
their gifts, donations, making and buying
mango chutney and jams, especially Don
and June Ikeda,

•

The congregation for providing the
opportunity for the interns to lead
worship and participate in ministry in so
many different ways,

•

And to UCC Judd Street for being open
and flexible to all the possibilities
working together would provide.

(Continued on page 7 - Mahalo From CSI)
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2017 College Summer Interns
Photos courtesy of Paula Yamamoto, Lori Yamashiro and Bill Young
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
Be happy with those who are happy, weep with those
who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not
be haughty; but associate with the lowly; do not
claim to be wiser than you are.
Romans 12:15-16

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene
Hasegawa, Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Minnie Kosasa, Janet Kurokawa, Michael
Kurokawa, Leslie Lum, Mary Montiel, Ethel
Nitta, Amy and Chikao Nogami, Florence
Osumi, Michi Takeyama, Terry Stone,
Matthew Stucke, Glenn Yamada, and Marie
Yoneshige.

Loving God, we have many concerns this day.
We pray for those who are hurting with pain and live
with loneliness. Be close to their needs. We are full
of courage knowing you are here. Lord, hear our
prayer; when we call, answer us. Amen.

In Loving Memory

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast
love endures forever!

Our deepest condolences go out to the
family of the late Roger Stucke who passed
away on August 13, 2017. He is survived by
son Matthew Stucke, daughter Rachel Stucke,
granddaughter Zoe Talbot, brothers Brian and
Dennis, and sisters Diane Rose, Janice Kraus,
and Catherine Stucke. A service of
thanksgiving for Roger’s life was held on
August 19, 2017 at Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church. The service was officiated by Pastor
Neal MacPherson. Please keep the Stucke
family in your prayers during this time of loss.

Birthday Offerings
Sandra Satogata
Julia Nakamura
Lori Yamashiro
Eileen Maeshiro
Memorial Offerings
Eugene Wakai - IMO Rev. Masayoshi Wakai
George Naito - IMO Nancy Saito
Sandra Lum - IMO Dennis Nagaishi
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 60, No. 9
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of July, we
collected 129 lbs.
of assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be September 24,
2017. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Mahalo From CSI - Continued from page 4
I’d like to thank the College Summer Internship Committee (NCCSusan Iha, Vanessa Ito, Lori Takeyama-Goshi, UCC Judd-Karen
Chun, Rev. Mary Herbig, Richard Young) for their work, support,
prayers and dinners. To Rev. Neal MacPherson and Rev. Darren
Galindo for their support, time and flexibility. And to Rev. Mary
Herbig who provided spiritual direction to the interns; led weekly
Bible studies and asked the hard, thought-provoking, faith
developing questions.
I cannot begin to tell you what an impact this summer has had on the
lives and faith journeys of our summer interns: Malia Galindo,
Briana Grenert, Maddie St. John, and Laura Young. I hope you
got a glimpse of that as they led the worship service on August 6th. I
hope we can continue this partnership with UCC Judd Street in this
amazing faith-building program. And I hope you saw what great
work that we are doing together and what wonderful opportunities
we have to develop future
leaders, teachers and
preachers through the
College Summer
Internship Program.
Again, thank you all so
much for your support
and prayers.
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Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Sept. 24
The pick up day is
the first Thursday of the
month. Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2017 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)
January - Church Council
February - Missions Committee
March - Board of Trustees
April - Sew Fun
May - Nichigobu Support Group
June - Board of Christian Nurture
July - Board of Christian Nurture
August - Chancel Choir
September - Diaconate Board
October - Finance Committee
November December - Open
Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!
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24
9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Adult Education
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27

9:15 AM Church School
9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Education
10:30 AM Nichigobu Support Group

Sunday

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Office Closed - Labor Day

8:00 AM Tai Chi

Monday

September 2017

25

18

11

4

28

29

6:00 PM Church Council

26

19

12

5

Wednesday

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

Caller Deadline
NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

Sep 3 - Choir Dedication
Sep 4 - Office Closed-Labor Day
Sep 4-27 - Neal on vacation

Planning Ahead.....
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6
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Thursday

28

21
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31
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1

29
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

22
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

15
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Friday

9

2
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30

23

16

9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for September

September 3 (Spirit-Led Living): Ex 3:1-15 • Ps 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b or Jer 15:15-21 • Ps
26:1-8 • Rom 12:9-21 • Matt 16:21-28
September 10 (Remember, Restore, Renew): Ex 12:1-14 • Ps 149 or Ezek 33:7-11 • Ps
119:33-40 • Rom 13:8-14 • Matt 18:15-20
September 17 (Road to Freedom): Ex 14:19-31 • Ps 114 or Ex 15:1b-11, 20-21 or Gen
50:15-21 • Ps 103:(1-7), 8-13 • Rom 14:1-12 • Matt 18:21-35
September 24 (Tensions in the Wilderness): Ex 16:2-15 • Ps 105:1-6, 37-45 or Jon 3:10-4:11 •
Ps 145:1-8 • Phil 1:21-30 • Matt 20:1-16

