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Akemashite omedetou gozaimasu!
By Neal MacPherson, Interim Pastor
Greetings! A happy and blessed New Year to all. We never know what a new year
will bring. We hope that there will be many blessings, but we also know that we
may be in for some rough patches. As a congregation, we will continue to pray
for the members of our Search Committee as they continue their important work.
We will continue to gather for worship and prayer each Sunday. We will continue
to envision new directions for the ministry and mission of NCC. In all of this, we
place our trust, our faith in God’s leading.
In our personal lives as well there will be most assuredly both joys and challenges. Again, we pray for
God’s leading as this New Year unfolds.
As we enter a new year, we are always conscious of the passing of time. From a human perspective, we
measure each and every year day by day. Yet, from the perspective of God, time may be measured quite
differently. The Psalmist declares:
. . . a thousand years in your sight
are like yesterday when it is past,
or like a watch in the night. (Psalm 90:4)
The writer of 2 Peter echoes the thought that “with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. (2 Peter 3:8) This ought to give us some perspective. If we begin to get
impatient that things are moving too slowly in the church or in our lives, let’s remind ourselves to take
the long view. God’s timing is different. We can only continue to live our lives with faith and hope,
knowing that God’s promise of that new heaven and new earth will be fulfilled one day. As for us, let the
Psalmist’s prayer be our prayer:
. . . teach us to count our days
That we may gain a wise heart.
(Continued on page 2 - God’s Timing)
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Moderator Wayne Kodama will be there to field
your questions.

Worship Schedule
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
1st Sunday of the month:
9:00 a.m. Communion Service

God’s Timing - Cont’d. from p. 1
Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us,
and prosper for us the works of our hands—
O prosper the work of our hands!
(Psalm 90:12, 17)
Grace and Peace.

Annual Congregational
Meeting - January 28
By Laurie Hamano, Moderator

Wednesday Lectionary Study

The annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
January 28, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. in the
sanctuary. Members are required to sign in prior
to the meeting, and only NCC members may
vote. Child care services will be provided. Lunch
will be available once the meeting has adjourned.

The Lectionary Study for 2018 will resume on
January 10, 2018. Participants will gather for a
light supper on the lanai at 5:30 p.m., and the
study will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the pastor’s
foyer.

The tentative agenda is:
• Call to Order
• Introductions and Adoption of Meeting Rules
• Approval of the January 31, 2017 Annual
• Meeting Minutes
• Election of 2018 Officers
• Approval of 2018 Budget
• Approval of the Summary of the New
• Beginnings
• Adjournment

2018 Altar Floral Chart
Honor a loved one or celebrate a special occasion
with a floral arrangement for our Sunday worship
services. Sign up on the flower
chart or call the church office
to reserve your date. The chart
may be found on the fellowship
lanai on Sundays.

Any additions to the agenda must be submitted to
the Moderator by January 10, 2018, according to
HRS section 414D-111(d).

NCC’s Vision Statement
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church is a
diverse, open congregation of faithful
Christians who seek to:
• affirm all persons as children of God;
• respond to the needs of the community
and congregation;
• respect all views and ideas;
• make and nurture disciples; and
• spread God’s word using our talents and
resources.

Dollars and Sense
By Laurie Hamano, Moderator
The Dollars and Sense informational session will
be held on January 21, 2018 right after church
service on that date. Please come and hear the
information about NCC's budget for 2018, so
that you will be able to understand the budget
when discussed at the Annual Congregational
Meeting. Treasurer Garrett Iha and Vice

(Approved September 16, 2007 at the Special
Congregational Meeting.)
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Speaker on Kahauiki Village
for Homeless Families

In the past, the food coordinator role has taken a
great deal of effort, and the Missions Committee
recognizes that this workload needs to be
distributed if we are to continue supporting
Family Promise. Sybil Seto will continue to
coordinate the volunteers for meals and plan
menus and shopping lists. Judy Keith will take
over the bulk of the food shopping, and Judy,
Becky Kanenaka, Velma Akinaka, and Joyce
Uyehara will take responsibility for most of the
evening and breakfast hosting. However, we do
need at least two or three more people to share
this role.

On Sunday, January 7, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary after our service, Mr. Duane Kurisu
will be here to speak about the project he is
working on called, Kahauiki Village for the
homeless families. Duane is a Big Island boy
who has “done good”. He is the aio Founder
and was instilled early on with the traditional
values of Hawaii's plantation culture. A product
of Hilo High School and the University of
Hawaii-Manoa, Duane launched his first
company in his late 20s to develop and manage
commercial real estate properties in the Islands
and on the mainland. He soon branched out into
a variety of business interests, and the
acquisition of his first magazine property in the
1990s led to the creation of the aio family of
companies. He has led with his vision to a
plantation-style modular housing project called
Kahauiki Village for homeless families and will
be speaking on this project on Sunday, January
7. Please be there to support Mr. Kurisu and
learn about this project.

For our next rotation, starting on January 21st,
we need one person to be a breakfast host on
Tuesday morning, and dinner hosts for
Wednesday & Friday. The breakfast host needs
to be at church by 6 am to set out a simple
breakfast for the families and clean up the
kitchen afterwards. The guests rooms also need
to be locked. Usually the breakfast host is able to
leave around 7:30 or 8. Evening hosts need to be
at church by 4:30 to unlock the rooms. Usually
rice needs to be prepared. The meal will be
provided by other volunteers. The evening host
needs to be there to greet the volunteers and
families and help them navigate our kitchen. The
families help with clean up. Sometimes
sandwiches will need to be prepared for the next
morning's breakfast. Usually the evening host is
able to leave by 7:30 or 8 pm.

Family Promise
By Judy Keith, NCC Coordinator
NCC has been hosting Family Promise now for
ten years. It has been an extremely rewarding
experience, serving the community by hosting
families who are struggling to get themselves
back into housing. Family Promise has a very
successful record of placing 80% of the families
into housing within three months. A fairly small
group of church members have been active in
supporting this mission. We have been very
fortunate to have the support of the Unitarian
Church, Boy Scouts Troop 201, and Jammers
Volleyball Club by providing many of the dinner
meals.

For our January rotation, we are fully staffed for
overnight hosts. However, it would be wonderful
to have two or three more volunteers that can be
counted on to fill in when one of the regulars is
sick or off island. Overnight hosts dine with the
families at 6 pm, secure the gym after dinner, and
sleep over in the choir room on either an
inflatable mattress or a clam shell bed.
Overnight hosts are usually able to leave by 7 or
7:30 in the morning.
(Continued on p. 6 - Family Promise)
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Six Tiny Stories
Author Unknown
1. Once all villagers decided to pray for rain, on the day of prayer all the people gathered, but only one
boy came with an umbrella.
That's FAITH!
2. When you throw a baby in the air, she laughs because she knows you will catch her.
That's TRUST!
3. Every night we go to bed, without any assurance of being alive the next morning but still we set the
alarms to wake up.
That's HOPE!
4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future.
That's CONFIDENCE!
5. We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children.
That's LOVE!
6. On an old man's shirt was written a sentence “I am not 90 years old ... I am sweet 16 with 74 years
of experience.”
That's ATTITUDE!
Have a good week and live your life like the six tiny stories!
May you always have love to share, health to spare and family and friends who care.
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Ohana Ministry
By Marge Honjiyo
Reminder: Names are added or deleted in the
Prayer Corner by individuals, family members or
friend. Please help us and inform the Ohana
Ministry coordinators if you want your name
included or deleted in the Prayer Corner.

If there are needs that Ohana Ministry can
help you with, call one of the coordinators:
Ohana Ministry Coordinators
Mae Au, 988-4802
Dawn Hayashi, 595-7289
Marge Honjiyo, 550-3075
Alice Ishihara, 550-3187
Mary Ann Saito, 839-0895
Sets Takahashi, 550-3062
Joyce Uyehara, 523-3483
Lori Yamashiro, 292-5249

Prayer Corner
By Alice Ishihara
The Lord is my shepherd I have everything I need.
He gives me new strength. He guides me in the right
paths, as he has promised. Even if I go through the
deepest darkness, I will not be afraid, Lord for you
are with me. Psalm 23:1, 3-4. Good News Bible.

When you pray, remember the following and
their caregivers: Ann Akama, Kimiko
Bristow-Canfield, Carol Hamada, Charlene
Hasegawa, Fumiko Kamita, Yuriko Konno,
Minnie Kosasa, Elvie Kheradpey (Josie Ing’s
sister) Janet Kurokawa, Michael Kurokawa,
Leslie Lum, Mary Montiel, Ethel Nitta, Amy
and Chikao Nogami, Mary Oshiro, Michi
Takeyama, Terry Stone, Matthew Stucke,
Glenn Yamada, and Marie Yoneshige.

As we begin the new year, 2018, loving God, help us
to pray so that our desires are in line with your will.
Guide us to be prepared to endure everything with
patience while joyfully giving thanks for our many
blessings. Amen.
Quote from Mother Teresa may be found on p. 6

Special Gifts
Give thanks to God whose steadfast
love endures forever!

Memorial Offerings
Edith Yamada - IMO Yoshitsugu Yamada
Miyoko Sasaki - IMO Sutemi Yamamoto
Melvin & Joyce Uyehara - IMO Sutemi
Yamamoto
Dorothy Kusumoto - IMO Faith Sasaki
Fumiko Kamita - IMO Eiko Soronaka
Jo-Ann Bristow - IMO John Bristow
Floyd Uyehara - IMO Mark Uyehara

Ray & Shirley Miyamoto - IMO Sutemi
Yamamoto
Paul & Paula Yamamoto - IMO Sutemi
Yamamoto
Birthday Offerings
Muriel Arakaki
Doris Fuchikami
Paula Yamamoto
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Thanks Offering
Doris Fuchikami
Alice Ishihara
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Deadline for Articles
Nu‘uanu Caller (monthly)
20th of each month.
NCC News (weekly)
Wednesday noon.
Articles will be edited on a
space available basis.

Food Drive
In keeping with Missions
Sunday, the Hawai‘i Food Bank
collection is held on the last

Vol. 61, No. 1
Sunday of every
month. For the month
of November, we
collected 84 lbs. of
assorted food
items. Our next
collection will be January 28,
2018. Monetary donations
accepted, too. Checks may be
made to Nu‘uanu Congregational
Church with Hawai‘i Food Bank
on the memo line. Mahalo.

Quote from Mother Teresa
“Spread love everywhere you go. First of all in your own house. Give
love to your children, to your wife or husband, to a next door
neighbor…let no one ever come to you without leaving better and
happier. Be the living expression of God’s kindness, kindness in your
face, kindness in your eyes, kindness in your smile, kindness in your
warm greeting.”

Recycling
By Wayne Kobayashi

Bring your items on
Sunday, Jan. 28
Please help our
volunteers by removing
caps from bottles, rinsing
and separating all
containers. Only HI-5¢
items are accepted.
Proceeds go toward
Hui Malama.

2018 Refreshments
(Bring, Serve & Clean Up)

Family Promise - Continued from p. 3
Family Promise is such a wonderful program. We are so fortunate to
have the facilities and the support to be able to host these families. It
is a joy and privilege to be able to do so. Our scriptures abound with
messages that inform us of how we are to minister to the world. In
Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus says, I was hungry and you gave me food,...
I was a stranger and you welcomed me… and when he was asked,
when had those things been done for him, he responded, Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these...you did it to me.”
This is something that we are called to do.
The Missions Committee needs a handful of NCC members or friends
to help us continue this very important mission. Please prayerfully
consider whether this is a place where you can serve God and our
community. Please see Judy Keith if you are able to help. Thank you.
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January February March April May June July August - Chancel Choir
September October November December Please dispose all trash into the
dumpster. Mahalo!

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Annual Cong.
Meeting

Family Promise /

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir
10:30 AM Dollars and
Sense

Family Promise /

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School
10:30 AM Chancel Choir

9:00 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Church School

Sunday

28

21

14

7

31

22

29
8:00 AM Tai Chi
5:30 PM Search Committee

8:00 AM Tai Chi

8

1

15

8:00 AM Tai Chi
5:30 PM Search Committee

Office Closed

8:00 AM Tai Chi
5:30 PM Search Committee

Office Closed-Happy New Year!

Monday

January 2018

6:00 PM Church Council

Tuesday

30

23

16

9

2

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

3

17

10

31

24

9:00 AM Hui Malama Luncheon
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

9:00 AM Hui Malama
6:30 PM Lectionary Study

NCC News Deadline

Wednesday

1

25

18

11

4

Friday
5

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

2

26

19
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

12
4:00 PM Obata Committee
6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

6:30 PM Boy Scouts Troop
201

Jan 1 - Office Closed
Jan 15 - Office Closed
Jan 21 - Dollars and Sense
Jan 21-28 - Family Promise
Jan 28 - Annual Congregational
Meeting

Planning Ahead.....

Thursday
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3

27

20

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Caller Deadline

13
9:00 AM Board of Christian
Nurture

8:00 AM Diaconate Board
8:30 AM Board of Trustees
9:00 AM Sew Fun

Saturday

!
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Lectionary Readings for January

January 7 (Defining Moments): Gen 1:1-5 • Ps 29 • Acts 19:1-7 • Mark 1:4-11
January 14 (Known and Loved): 1 Sam 3:1-10, (11-20) • Ps 139:1-6, 13-18 • 1 For 6:12-20 •
John 1:1-8
January 21 (Follow Me): Jonah 3:1-5, 10 • Ps 62:5-12 • 1 For 7:29-31 • Mark 1:14-20
January 28 (Power to Do): Deut 18:15-20 • Ps 111 • 1 For 8:1-13 • Mark 1:21-28

