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The Season of Lent
The Lenten season begins on Ash Wednesday, March 5, with a short service in the
sanctuary at 6:30 pm. This begins a period of reflection and preparation leading up to
Holy Week, culminating in the grand celebration of Easter on April 20. Join us for this
meaningful journey through the weeks of Lent in worship and in study.

Faith in the Face of Empire
The Bible through Palestinian Eyes

An Evening with Dr. Mitri Raheb
Tuesday, March 25 @ 7:30 pm
Noank Baptist Church
Dr. Mitri Raheb is a leading Palestinian Christian theologian, writer, and peacemaker. Mitri is
the Senior Pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church of Bethlehem, President of
Dar Al-Kalima University College, and President of the Lutheran Synod in Jordan and the Holy Land. In his most recent book, Mitri presents a new reading of the Bible from the perspective of the people of Palestine. He shows how the history of Palestine, ancient and modern,
is one of diverse and unique contexts and yet recurring patterns. Using biblical
narrative, he introduces a wide lens for viewing that history. Dr. Raheb is the recipient of
many international awards, including the German Peace Award and the German Media
Prize, awarded mainly to heads of state, recognizing Mitri for his “tireless work in creating
room for hope for his people...through founding and building institutions of excellence in education, culture and health.” We are honored to host him on his U.S. book tour. The lecture
is free and open to the public.

The America for Christ
Mission offering
received

Sunday, March 2
and throughout the month
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Now that the Winter Olympics are finally over, my sports-addicted mind has to shift
attention to something else over which to obsess. March Madness, of course, is just
around the corner and, as hope springs eternal, the Red Sox have begun spring training.
Normally, as I do this time of year, I look ahead with my college basketball brackets in
one hand and the preseason analyses of Major League Baseball in the other. As predictable as a woodchuck on Groundhog Day, I will make my prognostications for how the tournaments or baseball season will play out, which will be long forgotten by the time the final results
come in.
When I was younger and less prone to memory loss, I could quickly go from sport to
sport recalling virtually every detail of the previous season. I’d remember glorious wins and
terrible losses, which players overachieved and who underperformed, who was injured and
who has moved on, accounting for this as if I had the power to predict the future if I could just
analyze the present variables well enough.
What I discovered, though, is woodchucks and I share similar company. Not once did
my forecasts ever pan out with accuracy and rarely did it matter (e.g., 2013 Red Sox). I could
never predict the endgame, since my conjectures were offset by unforeseen circumstances (e.g.,
stunning tournament upsets, season-ending injuries, unexpected performances, bad calls, etc.).
The future came together as it did, not because I could intuit it or some unseen force manipulated human events, but only through the experience of each game with a win or a loss and the
team achieving what they did solely on the basis of how they actually played. When losses
came, it seemed catastrophic at first, but soon the disappointment dissipated and everyone
started looking ahead to the next game or the following year. My earlier predictions (if I could
recall them) seemed, for the most part, naïve and irrelevant, since the only way to know for
sure was to live through the daily grind and eventually discover how things played out.
More than once I’ve thought of how this parallels my life experience. When I was
younger and less prone to doubt, I believed that faith was a matter of discerning in advance the
divine plan and then diligently following it. My devout perception was a matter of figuring out
what God wanted me to do with my life through prayer and the pages of Scripture and obeying
this prophetic call. It was as if I could intuit outcomes in advance and that faith was merely a
matter of believing in it firmly enough to make it all come true. And if things didn’t pan out as
I thought, then it was I who had come up short on my ability to trust and obey God. Faith, in
my youthful naïveté, was viewed as the power to believe, even at times against all odds.
As it would seem, I eventually came to view faith differently. It wasn’t about predicting
outcomes or mapping out the course of one’s life, for there were far too many unforeseen circumstances that altered each step of the way. Life came together as it did, not because of God’s
grand plan being followed, but only through the experience of engaging each day and situation
and trusting God’s help in making a decision or in facing some intimidating challenge. Along
the way, circumstances and sorrows that I was certain would completely undo me actually became a means for discovering divine grace and life’s true meaning.
Faith, as I’ve come to embrace it, isn’t for prescribing a future outcome; it’s for facing
each day as it comes. God enters into our lives in the immediate moments of decision-making
and attitude adjusting, much like a coach or manager offers insight to players. The way our
lives unfold largely will be determined by how we stack up against the opponents we face and
the approach we take with each season of wins and losses. The only way to know the final outcome is to play each game at a time, addressing and adapting to all of its unforeseen variables
with all the courage, skill, trust, and hope we can muster.
The nice thing is, regardless of how one season ends, you can always look ahead to the
next. Every spring brings its promise. As every woodchuck knows, and every Sox fan as well,
you can never predict with certainty how things will turn out. But as a matter of faith, that
turns out to be a blessing.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at home: John Butler,
Dorothy Cyr, Mimi Avery, Alicia Crossman, Cecil Miller, Sue Robinson, Gary Reas, and Roger Floyd (Bonnie Banks’ grandson).
Our heartfelt sympathy is expressed to the family of Doris Jahns following her death on
February 20. Doris’ memorial will take place on Saturday, March 1.
Congratulations to Addie, Steve & Beth Kanyock’s beloved dog that participated in the
Westminster Kennel Show in February!
Congratulations to high school sweethearts, Brian and Joan Thorp, who celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary on February 14!
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: John Butler (Regency),
Dorothy Lynn Hamlin (Regency), Rudy Piatkowski (Pendleton), Joyce Hunter (Mystic
Healthcare and Rehabilitation), Donald Steel (Regency), Millie Jensen (Fairview), Cindy Booth
(Sunny Lodge, New London), and Jan Page (Regency).

The America For Christ Offering
The theme for the America for Christ Offering 2014 is an appeal to “Seek Justice” based on Isaiah
1:17, which states: “Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for widow”. This
offering will begin on Sunday, March 2 and continue throughout the month of March.
This offering supports American Baptist churches, neighborhood action programs, advocacy, training
and community impact by facilitating leadership workshops and conferences, promoting excellent discipleship resources and providing opportunities for churches, individuals and youth groups to participate in home missions through Volunteer Ministries. Offering envelopes are attached to this newsletter and will also be available in the church pew racks throughout March. Our goal for this year is
$1100! Please help us to attain it! We thank you for your generosity and commitment!

Baptist Peace Fellowship of America
As a Partner Congregation of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America (BPFNA),
we support a wide variety of work to promote peace rooted in justice. This month, as
part of BPFNA, we supported the creation of a free resource entitled What Your Church
Can Do About Human Trafficking. This resource is the latest in a series which also includes
pieces on gang violence, gun violence and climate change. It is intended to educate congregations on this very troubling reality and to empower them to take actions toward changing it. This
resource is available as a free download on the BPFNA website www.bpfna.org/freeresources.
The BPFNA requests our prayers for the upcoming interfaith gathering in Abbottabad, Pakistan on
March 8, 2014. This gathering is the fourth of very successful events co-sponsored with St. Luke’s
Church in Abbortabad and the BPFNA. Pastor Riaz Mubarak has written to say that terrorism, strikes
and other unrest within the country will make this event even more challenging than usual.

Check out the BPFNA Summer conference news on the church bulletin board!
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Children and Family Ministries
Lenten Pretzels

Pretzels have an important meaning during Lent. Pretzels were
made as far back as the fifth century as a Lenten food in Italy,
Austria, Germany and Poland. The Latin word (bracellus) meaning
“little arms” eventually became the word pretzel. The dough was
shaped to look like two arms crossed in prayer.
We will be making Lenten Pretzels on Sunday, March 23
Please join us in the Vestry after church
We will work together, mixing, rolling, baking & eating!

Community Easter Craft Night
Tuesday, April 8
6:30-8:00 pm in the Vestry
This is a wonderful opportunity to gather with all ages to make
Easter crafts. Refreshments come with it!
If you are willing to staff one of the tables, please call the church office by Friday, March 28 @
860-536-7129.

Souper Bowl Sunday
As most of you know, on Super Bowl Sunday (February 2) we collected soup for “Soup”er
Bowl Sunday and we scored big!! Thank you to everyone for donating to help with that score.
The Monday after we collected I received an email from a parent: “Thanks for making the food collection so fun for the kids. It's a little thing to put a bunch of soup in a wagon and the kids thought it was
great. :) What was the final count? My son loves math and has been asking for numbers!”
I reflected on her note and how her children had engaged with this outreach activity, each in a
different way. Other children had gotten the message by hearing the explanation in Lighthouse
Cove, some through eye to eye contact with an adult member of the congregation while receiving a
can of soup, some when purchasing the soup with their family at the grocery store, and other ways.
The children do “get it.” Through their own style of learning they know they are participating in
helping others. These are the seeds for future understanding of what it means to be a “Community
of Christ.” But as adults we already understand the “Community of Christ” in a much broader
sense. We know that before these cans even hit the grocery store shelves, the carrots had to be
grown, the soup had to be made and canned, boxed, loaded on a truck, driven to the stores…you
get the picture. So before our children even started their mission to collect to feed others, others
were already being fed. All those workers fed their families through their jobs. From the start of
making the soup until finishing the last drop, I wonder how many families will actually have been
fed by the cans of soup we collected. Did we feed 5,000?
And for the young man who asked about the numbers….we’ve got good news! We collected
over 100 cans of soup! Again, thank you for donating to help us score big, but the real winners
are people who are fed because little kids in a small village in CT collected soup cans in a wagon.

—Sue Robinson
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WOW
Workshop of Wonders
Save the Date

Imagine & Build with God
Vacation Bible School 2014
AUGUST 4-8

Camp Wightman Summer Camp

2014 Theme “Jerusalem Jones and the Search for
Yahwah’s Hidden Treasures
Camp Wightman invites youth, ages 6-18, to experience summer camp in a
way only Camp Wightman can offer! Join us for our 2014 program through
meaningful small group discussions, lively worship and in everything we do. If you want to jump
on a giant water trampoline, paddle a canoe, check out the bear caves, take aim at the archery/
slingshot range, play GaGa like a champ, build a rocket and send it soaring and explore your
relationship with God, then Camp Wightman is the place for you!
With programs for youth, families and adults involving everything from time travel to holidays to
just plain silliness, there is sure to be a program just right for you! To find the program that is
perfect for you, pick up a brochure at church (which will soon be available) or visit the website
www.campwightman.org or give the camp a call at 860-376-2179.








Youth Camp Programs will run from June 29 to August 13
Our all-new Family Getaway will be June 20-22 (new weekend format)
Wightman’s Grand Experience (for grand-relations) will be June 22-26
Adults with Special Challenges 1 (retreat lodges) is June 22-27 and II (cabin village) is August
10-15
Adirondack Canoe Trip (ages 15 to Adult) will run July 26-August 2
Wild Women (women ages 35 plus) will run June 20-22

Remember the church will pay the entire cost for
children and youth to attend Camp Wightman!

March 2014

The NBC Anchor

Page 6

After Fri night ‘4 Loves’ Workshop

We danced, sang, Pastor Paul led a workshop; The
4 Loves (philo, eros, storge, &
agape)! We enjoyed yummy hot dogs, baked
beans, made 24 ’Thinking of you’ cards for PBBC &
NBC members/ Then nibbled ice cream-n-toppings
before playing more games with wee b-ball hoops
on our heads! Thank you Maddie! Next morning
we created teams, took on challenges & scampered
thru winter wonderland at Camp Wightman!

Youth Group

we chatted, nibbled, watched another Rob Bell dvd, played hide & seek!

W
H
A
T’
S

Sat morning after team challenges &

2 snaps from camp wide hide & seek

N
E
X
T?
Makin’
Special
Cards !

Yes - wee basketball net are on our heads!

Maze while Blindfolded ChalJust 3 of our 24 loving cards—made with

2013 Bowling Team!

3-5:30pm

March 2014

The NBC Anchor

Page 7

2014 ANNUAL M.A.E.C. CHOIR FESTIVAL
For over 45 years, the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC) has sponsored the Annual Mystic Area Choir Festival.
Many internationally known choral directors and composers have led our combined choirs in a service of outstanding
choral music. This year’s festival will include choirs of only children and youth.
The 2014 Choir Festival will take place on Sunday, March 30, 2014, at 4:00 p.m. at Union Baptist Church, 119 High
Street, in Mystic, CT. The director this year will be composer Dr. Mark J. Patterson of Salisbury Presbyterian Church
in Midlothian, VA. Mark is known throughout the country for his many compositions for youth and adult choirs, as
well as being in demand as a choral conductor for many choral festivals and honor choirs.
Dr. Mark Patterson is a nationally acclaimed composer, conductor and teacher. He is the Director of Music at Salisbury Presbyterian Church in Midlothian, Virginia, where he leads a comprehensive music program for adults, youth
and children. Mark received his PhD in Fine Arts-Music Education with an emphasis in Choral Conducting from Texas Tech University and Master of Music and Bachelor of Arts degrees from the University of Texas at Austin.
He is frequently invited to conduct honor choirs and choral festivals across the United States and is often asked to lead
workshops for choral directors. Dr. Patterson’s compositions comprise a rich variety of styles for the sanctuary and
the concert hall. Currently he has over 300 choral works in print as well as a solo piano collection, various musicals
and choral compilations, and several volumes of vocal solos. Mark has been a consistent winner of the ASCAP Award
in Composition for over ten years.
The Ecumenical Council underwrites much of the expense; however, the cost of the music and the funds to
bring directors to our community exceed the resources of the Council. Therefore we seek sponsors to make
financial contributions. A gift of $15-$24 will designate you as a Friend; $25-$49 will make you a Patron; $50$74 will make you an Angel; $75-99 will make you an Archangel and $100 and up will earn you the rank of a
Saint. We will also recognize businesses in the program for donations to the festival.
If you can serve in any of these capacities, please make checks out to Mystic Area Ecumenical Council or MAEC,
and mail it and the bottom portion of this form to Robin Crandall, Union Baptist Church, 119 High St., Mystic, CT 06355,
by March 24th. . Please indicate how you would like your name(s) to appear in the Festival program.
**********************************************************************************************************************

MAEC Annual Choir Festival 2014
I want to be:

a Saint:
$100+ ( )
an Archangel: $75-99 ( )
an Angel:
$50-74 ( )
a Patron:
$25-49 ( )
a Friend:
$15-24 ( )
a Business
( )
Name of Business_____________________________________________________

Amount of donation $_______________________
Please print legibly:
Name (as it should appear in the program): _____________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________________________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________________________________________________
Please make out a check to the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council or MAEC, and mail it and the bottom portion of this
form to:
Robin Crandall, Union Baptist Church, 119 High St., Mystic, CT 06355, by March 24th. Please indicate
how you would like your name(s) to appear in the Festival program.
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CT Council for Interreligious Understanding (CCIU)
Aetna Theater
Wadsworth Atheneum
600 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103
CCIU, in collaboration with the Wadsworth Atheneum, will present three films that provoke
interreligious discussions. A guest speaker will talk before each screening and will lead a postmovie Q&A. All films take place at 2 pm. Tickets are sold at the door; $9 general admission;
seniors & students with ID $8; members $7. Free on street parking after 6:00 pm and weekends.
For additional information, please contact interfaith@ccfiu.org.

March 2: The Reluctant Fundamentalist (Islam, Pakistan & the U.S.). A
young Pakistani man is chasing success, but finds himself embroiled in a conflict
between his American Dream, a hostage situation and the powerful lure of his
family's homeland.
March 16: Dharm (Hinduism, Islam; India). A highly respected and devout
Hindu priest accepts an abandoned child into his family. The priest's world is
turned upside down when years later he learns that the boy was born to a Muslim
woman.
April 6: The Cup (Buddhism; Tibet & Bhutan). While the soccer World Cup is
being played in France, two young Tibetan refugees arrive at a monastery/boarding
school and the atmosphere of serene contemplation is disrupted by soccer fever.

5th Annual ABCCONN Women's Retreat
This year's annual ABCCONN Women's Retreat will be held from March 7-9 at
Camp Wightman and will be led by Rev. Lisa Gustafson. The theme this year is
"Delight in GOD's Grace" and focuses our attention on God's amazing grace. We
will explore the miracles of Jesus and look closely at how much God is at work in
our lives.
Café Chocolat will be our special gathering place for this delightful time of retreat.
Come ready to sample chocolate specialties and delve into the mysteries of God's grace poured out
for us!
The two night retreat, including six meals, is $165. To register call the Wightman office @
860-376-2179 or go to their website www.campwightman.org.
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Holiday Bazaar, November 22, 2014
A chairperson is needed to head the Holiday Bazaar this year. The Holiday Bazaar is our primary church fundraiser. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Betsey Goetsch, coordinator for Community Life and Outreach at 860-739-5150.
The Property Managers report that repairs were recently made in the
church boiler room, with the replacement of a hot water pressure relief
valve assembly plus the main heating circulation pump and motor for the
sanctuary. These both came as expensive little "surprises" just to get our
2014 budget off to a great start, but we are nevertheless grateful to Sexton
Frank Lewis for spotting the problems quickly.
We are also following up on insurance reviews and in the meantime
strongly encourage all church members to wipe their feet thoroughly on
the large new floor mats designed to absorb the water. Otherwise,
slippery linoleum floors can be dangerous for everyone.
We will be glad when winter is over and we can stop so much snow plowing $$$ and
shoveling $$$.

Ed Johnson & Vince Spunar
Property Co-Managers

World Day of Prayer, March 7
A World Day of Prayer service prepared by WDP Egypt will take place at
the Mystic Congregational Church, Mystic, on Friday, March 7 @ 10:00
am. The theme is "Streams in the Desert". WDP is a worldwide ecumenical
movement of Christian women of many traditions who come together to observe a common day of prayer and action each year on the first Friday in
March.
The WDP motto is "Informed Prayer, Prayerful Action". World Day of Prayer USA promotes
equality for women through prayer, partnerships, service and and celebration.

NEWS FROM MYSTIC RIVER HOMES
Resident activities at the cottages continue in spite of all the snow. A
holiday luncheon and tree trimming was well attended and the residents
had a great time.
A Hospitality Committee has been formed and meets monthly. The
monthly wellness program helps keep the residents in good shape. In addition, there is a
monthly potluck planned.
At the Congregate, there are weekly and monthly scheduled programs, including Bible
Study, bingo, Wii bowling, card games, movie nights, communion and church services for the
residents. In addition, there are weekly exercise classes and monthly yoga classes.
During January some special events included folk art painting classes, movies and a horse
racing game. Each month a special breakfast is planned for the residents as a special treat.
Sounds like a wonderful place to be to have all those activities without having to go out in the
snow.
Respectfully Submitted
Nancy Gilmore
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February Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk
The Council held their monthly meeting on Tuesday, February 11,
2014 with nine members and two non-members present. The
meeting had been postponed from the previous week due to the
snowstorm. The minutes from the January meeting were approved
as corrected.















As agreed at the Annual meeting, the Directors of Child and Family Ministry and Youth Ministry will now have equal hours for each position at 18 hours per week.
The Choirs are preparing for their annual party and are busy preparing for the MAEC choir
festival to be held March 28-30.
The Caring team is not able to meet regularly and is in great need of new members in order to
help meet the needs of the congregation.
Flower ministry people are preparing special arrangements for Lent.
The Deacons will present Pastor Hayes’ evaluation results to him at their next meeting.
Prayer Shawl Ministry people are busily knitting but could use more knitters.
Property Ministry reports that they have replaced the boiler room pressure relief valve and are
in the process of replacing the large circulator pump for the Sanctuary. Work on the parsonage
has yet to be scheduled. So far, the church property has been plowed/shoveled snow more
than eight times.
A chairperson is needed for this year’s Holiday Bazaar.
Community Outreach: Marge Murdock has been meeting with Union Baptist and Poquonnock
Bridge Baptist churches on senior issues, particularly housing options. If anyone is interested,
they should talk to Marge.
The Coastal Rompers Girl Scout troop, will be visiting here April 4-5.
Wendy Hayes has set up the new Church website, using the SquareSpace website platform.
There are some gaps noted in the Bylaws as adopted at the Annual meeting. These will be discussed further at the March Council meeting for possible resolution.
The Church Street House (CSH) Task Force has been meeting weekly and investigating many
options. A preliminary report of recommendations has been provided to the Council and will
be reviewed over the next month.

The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 5, 2014 at 7 PM following the
Ash Wednesday service. All are welcome to attend.
Respectfully Submitted
Bonnie Banks
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One New Humanity:
Cultivating Racial and
Economic Justice
The Annual Gathering of the Alliance of Baptists

May 2, 3, & 4, 2014 — WillistonImmanuel Baptist
Portland, Maine (first time in New England!!)
Join Pastor Hayes and others for this great weekend with
progressive minded people of faith and become more familiar
with this international organization of which we are a part!
Registration information is found at www.allianceofbaptists.org

More on the Alliance of Baptists
The Alliance of Baptists is one of our two denominational affiliations. The organization was founded over
25 years ago in response to the conservative takeover
of the Southern Baptist Convention, forcing many moderate and progressive churches out. Those most committed to social justice, gender equality, and other issues of justice formed the Alliance. Our former pastor,
Susan Lockwood Landis, was one of the founders and
charter members. In the ensuing years, Baptists from
other denominations have joined, including many from
within the American Baptist Churches. We joined as a

congregation five years ago.
The Alliance has done many things over the years in support of those who have
often been left out of mainstream or conservative settings. They have been leaders in
supporting women in ministry and were the first Baptist, and one of the earliest of any
Christian denominational-like, entities that supported gay and lesbian pastors and
chaplains who were called to ministry by God but unable to secure a position of service. Alliance churches also established ties with Baptist churches in Cuba years ago,
allowing many relationships to form that have helped strengthen these churches and
their prophetic Christian witness in the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. The
Alliance continues to partner with ministries around the world that seek to express a
prophetic and progressive vision of the Gospel of Christ.
More recently, the Alliance staff has launched a new online inter-denominational
platform, where participants share ideas, information, spiritual resources, and just
about everything of interest to individuals and churches. This resource is called
AllianceConnect. For more information, go to www.allianceofbaptists.org.
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American Baptist International Ministries
Global Specialist in Conflict Transformation
Greetings from South Africa. This is my first trip to this country that has filled so much of the news in my lifetime. I have passed through the Johannesburg airport on the way to Zimbabwe, but now I'm blessed to see and
experience the land and people directly.
After the training trip to Zambia I flew back to Johannesburg, then on to Durban. There I met my friends and
missionary colleagues Rick and Anita Gutierrez. They are both from Michigan, and Rick was baptized at the First
Baptist Church of Dearborn where I served as pastor, though that was before my time there. They work as medical missionaries, developing church-based health care that addresses life-style related diseases. They establish
teams of "health builders," often around Bible study groups, who can go to home and communities to teach and
provide care in certain basic but key health crisis areas. You can read about their work
at: www.internationalministries.org.
Monday evening I met with Indian pastors in the region. The Indian Baptists have their own denominational
body which is one of our South African mission partners. They wanted especially to hear about my peacemaking
work in India, so that was the focus of the discussion. But from these contacts I had a follow-up dinner with one
pastor who may end up attending our 10-day training in Nigeria this May.
Tuesday Rick and Anita brought me into a training setting that was a new one for me. I led a workshop on conflict transformation for the staff of a Muslim charity with whom they have often worked. We jammed in a tiny
office room and dealt especially with issues related to communication. They responded well to the training in
which we discussed both Biblical and Qur'anic passages that spoke of transforming initiatives, overcoming evil
with good.
Then Wednesday Rick took me to another group with whom I've had no experience--Zulu and Khosa (Xhosa)
traditional healing practitioners. We had to drive 3 hours to get to the village where the training was, first along
the coast, then inland through the high hills and vast eucalyptus plantations. The workshop was an experience
in "emergent design"--I had some ideas to bring to the situation, but I wanted to see what needs they had that I
could help them address. So we began with an extensive look at their conflicts, mainly with the government
about different methods of dealing with the HIV/AIDS crisis. I eventually helped them with steps to win/win solutions, first having some hilarious practice with a conflict over an orange, and then working through the process
about their relationship with the government health system. In the beginning they thought there was nothing
that could be done, but by the end we had 3 flip chart sheets of specific steps they could take or suggest to the
government that would improve the situation including the care that would be brought to people at the grassroots. They were so excited about the training, talking about how they now had a work plan they could deal with
immediately. We finished with singing--and can they sing! One Zulu man leaned in close to me so I could learn
the chorus of a song in Zulu--great fun!
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Latin American and Caribbean
Baptist Peace Conference
San Cristobal de las Casas, Chiapas, MX
January 20-26, 2014
Organized by Ricardo Mayol and the students of
the Seminario Intercultural Mayense (SIM)

This conference was a gathering of mainly Baptists from Mexico, Puerto Rico, El
Salvador, Brazil, Cuba, and the United States, gathered in San Cristobal de las Casas
devoted to strengthening the witness of churches for peacemaking. There were over
fifty present, many of whom (myself included) presented papers on issues related to
conflicts in each country, or provided theological and historical perspective on approaches to peacemaking and social justice (which were conducted entirely in Spanish!).
On the second day of the conference, we went to Acteal, a small village in the
Chiapas highlands where 45 Tsotsil Mayans were massacred on December 22, 1997.
From that time on, the survivors and supporters conduct
a memorial service on the 22nd day of each month. We
met with the leaders of the community who are part of
the Roman Catholic group, Las Abejas, which is pacifist
and maintain their resistance to paramilitary intimidation
through nonviolent actions.
I made two presentations during the conference—one an overview of the U.S. in terms of issues
related to gun violence, immigration, national security
surveillance, and economic justice. The second presentation was on the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in
the U.S. as it relates to peacemaking.
Dr. Luis Rivera-Pagan, retired professor from Princeton Theological Seminary,
conducted three excellent lectures on the biblical groundwork for social justice and
conflict transformation.
We also had many moving experiences of worship led by the SIM students, who
invited us to use symbols and artwork to reflect our cultural and social contexts. In addition, we enjoyed much in the way of music from our Latin American friends.
Others from the U.S. included Dr. Amaury Tanon Santos, also from Princeton,
who is the current president of the Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America and Dr. Raimundo Barreto,
the Director of the Freedom and Justice Division of
the Baptist World Alliance.

—Paul C. Hayes
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Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

Forbes Lists Joining a Village Number One
In their 50 Tips for Turning 50

The January 10 issue of Forbes identified “joining a Village” as the number one tip in “50 tips for
turning 50”. Villages are changing the way baby boomers and elders age. They are consumerdriven, non-profit membership organizations of adults over 50 who have chosen to remain in the
homes, neighborhoods and communities they love as they age. Serving more than 25,000 people in
120 Villages in 39 States, this critical movement is changing the aging paradigm for millions of
Americans.
“The tipping point is here,” said Judy Willett, national director of the Village to Village Network. “Villages are the wave of the future for the millions of people who want to be in charge of
their own lives and age in their homes and communities.”
The Village to Village Network (VtVN), a non-profit, peer-to-peer organization, enables
Villages nationwide to serve its members with the support of the national movement. For the past
five years, VtVN has built the capacity of Villages across the country by providing a webportal for
sharing information and resources, as well as annual national gatherings for Villages. VtVN is a
partnership between Beacon Hill Village and Capital Impact Partners.
Your local “Village”, Our Shoreline Community Association “OSCA”, is dedicated to helping
seniors in the Mystic-Noank-Groton-Stonington area remain in their homes by providing support
and assistance with activities and opportunity for social interaction. Please consider becoming a
member if you have not already joined. You may not think you are “ready yet” to receive rides and
services. That’s fine, but are you “ready” to be part of an active group of seniors, helping and caring for each other and enjoying each other’s company? Try it!
For information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681.
Respectfully Submitted

Stephanie Panagos
HEALING HEALTH CARE:
Sponsored by Universal Health Care Foundation of CT
Curing the System of Overuse, Underuse and Misuse
When:
Where:

Tuesday, March 18
6-7 pm—Registration and light refreshments
7-8 pm—Program
Quinnipiac University
Center for Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences
370 Bassett Road, North Haven, CT 06473

The keynote speaker for this presentation is Shannon Brownlee, senior vice president, Lown
Institute and author of the groundbreaking book, “Overtreated: Why Too Much Medicine is
Making us Sicker and Poorer.” A panel of experts will respond, followed by a discussion with the
audience. Registration is $20. To register online, go to www.universalhealthct.org.

2

10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Parlor
11;15 am Adult Class – Chapel
4:00 pm MAEC Choir Festival @
Union Baptist Church, Mystic

30

23

3

7:00 pm AA – Parlor

7:00 pm AA – Parlor

7:00 pm AA – Parlor

31

24

17

10

6:00 pm PFLAG dinner –
Vestry
7:00 pm PFLAG meeting Vestry
7:00 pm Deacons Mtg. Chapel
7:00pm AA-Parlor

7:00 pm Nursery School
Board Mtg.-Nursery School
Room
7:00pm AA-Parlor

Monday

25

18

11

4

7:30 pm Mitri Raheb Lecture

Tuesday

5

26
10:00 am Bible StudyMRHC-Richards Room

19

10:00 am Bible StudyMRHC-Richards Room

12

10:00 am Bible StudyMRHC-Richards Room
3-5:30 pm Co-Op
Youth, 50 questions @
PBBC

10:00 am Staff Meeting
10:00 am Bible StudyMRHC-Richards Room
6:30 pm Ash
Wednesday Service
7:00 pm Church
Council Mtg.-Chapel

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday

6

27
5:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal –
Music Office
6:30pm Youth Choir
(grades 3-12) – Youth Choir
Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir – Choir
Room

20
5:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal –
Music Office
6:30pm Youth Choir
(grades 3-12) – Youth Choir
Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir – Choir
Room

13

5:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal –
Music Office
6:30pm Youth Choir
(grades 3-12) – Youth Choir
Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir – Choir
Room

5:30 pm Handbell Rehearsal –
Music Office
6:30pm Youth Choir
(grades 3-12) – Youth Choir
Room
7:30 pm Adult Choir – Choir
Room

Thursday

7

28
7:30 pm – AA – Parlor

21
7:30 pm – AA – Parlor

7:30 pm – AA – Parlor

14

3-5:30 pm Co-Op
Youth Group Bowling
7:30 pm – AA – Parlor

Friday

1

29

7:00 pm NA – Vestry

22

7:00 pm NA – Vestry

10:00 am Noank
Market Mtg. - Vestry
7:00 pm NA – Vestry

15

7:00 pm NA - Vestry

8

11:00 am Sandy
Crouch Memorial
7:00 pm NA - Vestry

Saturday

The NBC Anchor

4th Sunday of Lent

10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Parlor
11;15 am Adult Class – Chapel

3rd Sunday of Lent

9

16

10:00 am Worship
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Parlor
11;15 am Adult Class – Chapel
2:00 pm Communion – MRHC

2nd Sunday of Lent

10:00 am Worship - Sanctuary
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Parlor
11:15 am Adult Class – Chapel

1st Sunday of Lent

10:00 am Worship – Communion
- Sanctuary
11:00 am Fellowship Hour Parlor
11:15 am Adult Class – Chapel

America for Christ Offering

Sunday

March 2014
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