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JUNE 2014

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
OFFERING
Received throughout the month of June beginning June 1, 2014

The 2014 theme for One Great Hour of Sharing is “We are One”. The focus is on sharing with
our brothers and sisters in need around the world because we are connected with them through
Christ Jesus. It suggests that as long as anyone has an unmet need, we all have unmet needs. This
idea is easy to understand when the person in need
is a family member or neighbor in our community.
It is not as easy when the person in need is someone
we don’t know, who lives far away. Yet, we are
called to care for those near and far alike. From
disaster relief, to training programs, to seeds and
tools, and healthcare, your gift is making a major
impact in the lives of real people. Together we are
showing the world God’s love and compassion through acts of kindness, making the One Great
Hour of Sharing offering a vehicle through which lives are transformed. With your generous support, these vital ministries continue.

Children and Co-Op Youth Sunday
Sunday, June 8—10:30 am
The children and co-op youth will once again be leading our
worship on June 8 beginning at 10:30 am as they celebrate the end
of their programmatic year here at NBC and enter the sweetness of
summer. Plan to join us for worship and fun afterwards as we will
be having an Ice Cream Social in the Vestry. If the weather is
pleasant, we will have the ice cream outside. Let’s start the summer
with a treat and a little social time together!!
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Throughout the month of May, I have been dealing with a medical matter that has impacted me
more than I would ever anticipate—not only physically, but psychologically and spiritually. As you
know, I suffered a retinal tear and eventually a detached retina that required several procedures to
remedy it (treatment that is still in process). It was alarming since sight is something I take for
granted. However, what challenged me most was the cure, which required me to shut down my life
for nearly six days to allow the procedure to take effect (nitrite oxide “bubble” to stabilize the retina).
A complete “fast” of any use of my eyes was what the doctor ordered. I could not read, watch television,
work on my computer, or anything that might put a strain on my eyes. Plus, I had to “position” my head in place
so the “bubble” would remain against the area of the detachment. I’ve known a number of people who have gone
through this, but firsthand experience offers the lessons we learn. Suddenly, I discovered several things about
myself that I hadn’t fully recognized before (though, admittedly, others may have!).
Most notable, my sense of “self” and “purpose” are largely dependent on “doing,” rather than “being.”
Remaining completely inactive was frustrating and trying to my patience. In the first 24 hours, my calendar for
the week had to be cleared; all of the appointments and responsibilities were canceled or handled by a substitute
(including a wedding and Sunday morning service—two important roles for a pastor). This was both inconvenient and disappointing for not being available to do what was expected of me. Interesting, I thought. Was I
concerned that I’d come up short on my role and responsibilities—that I was failing in my duties or could be
viewed as derelict? Whose judgment was that—someone else’s or my own?
The second day brought endless boredom. I am completely useless, I thought. Then again, am I more
than the sum of my activity? Do I perceive my value to others depends on what I can do for them? Do I relate to
others on the basis of a particular service I offer, rather than in being loved and appreciated for who I am as a
person? In having to be reliant on my spouse without being able to do my part, was I afraid I’d be a burden—that
I need to do things in exchange for things done for me, as if our love is a “utilitarian” agreement? Hmmm. How
do I view relationships and my place within them?
The third day was filled with discomfort. I ached from being in the same position for such a length of
time without being able to stretch or exercise. I was weary of only listening to music to occupy my time. It hurt
to open my eyes to see anything. Oh, yes. It hurts to see. Wait a second, it hurts to see what? It hurts to see a
number of things in my life—my shortcomings, my laziness, my spiritual imbalance, my anger and irritation.
What else do I shut my eyes to because it hurts too much to see it? The cruelty of people I can’t deal with, the
injustices I can’t bring myself to care about, the ways I have hurt people with my words and actions and tried to
bury them away from my conscience? I don’t like this period of convalescence. The aches and pains seem much
deeper than I realized.
By the fourth day, I was tired of being tired. How do the visually impaired make it through life? What if
this was to be my permanent state—what would my life be like? With little improvement, would blindness be my
destined fate? If so, what will I do then? Could I function effectively as a pastor with visual limitations; wouldn’t
it be too painfully ironic with the “blind leading the blind?” But who am I to say I couldn’t be permanently disabled? Why not? Am I afraid to be defined by my condition? Countless others have been. Why should I pray for
and expect a complete recovery, when others are not so fortunate? Or more to the point, why have I defined others by their conditions or limitations, as if they are less than the person they could be? Again, lots to ponder.
The “what-ifs” can haunt you in the darkest times of the night and not go away by daylight.
Day five I was a pain in the neck to Wendy, with my pessimism and my unwillingness to stick to the program. Why is it that I’m tempted to break the rules, even when I know that if I abide by them it is for my personal gain? Why do I want to sneak in a glance at my email when she isn’t around, or try to pick up my mess around
the house or take care of the dogs when I’m not supposed to lift anything? Why do I want to sabotage my chances of a better recovery by doing something I shouldn’t? Again, good questions, pertinent to a lot of situations in
life. Why is it wisdom and guidance aren’t enough to keep one on the right path?
Day six was supposed to be my day of deliverance with a scheduled laser treatment and, presumably,
everything back to normal. But like most days longed for, it didn’t play out as quickly or as completely as I anticipated. I’m still in recovery hoping for improved vision, which may or may not occur, as only time will tell. Deliverance from the things that trouble us often takes much longer than we expect.
What I’ve discovered through these weeks is: clearer vision is just as much a need for my soul as it is for
my daily existence. There are many things that we can see and cannot see about ourselves that largely determine
who we are as a person. I’m not certain I’ll ever view things as I could and, yet, I hope I won’t remain blind to
what I should know.
I will say, I wouldn’t wish my troubles on anyone. But then again, why not? Maybe it’s been more beneficial to me than I know. What I have sensed through this “eye-opening” experience is, sometimes we must discover our “real eyes to realize” just how dependent we are on someone’s (and Someone’s) unconditional love and
grace to make it through our days. Like vision, such steadfast love and grace are taken for granted. Regardless
of how blind I may be at times, if this is what I’ve come to see, then this may be the clearest insight of all.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at
home: Ginny Colbeth, Kelsey Butta, Cecil & Diane Miller, Jackie Gorman,
Alicia Crossman, Arleen Stamm, Chip Anderson, Paul Hayes, Tom Lewis,
Brooke Rymash, Gary Reas, and Roger Floyd (Bonnie Banks’ grandson).
Our thoughts and prayers are with Joan Butler and family, upon the death of
John, on May 6. This is a loss to our church family, as John was active on many fronts in the life
of the congregation. John served in many leadership roles over the years including Moderator and
the longstanding Chair of Stewardship. In 2011, he received the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council
Kluepfel Community Service Award.
Condolences are also offered to Heather St. Louis and David and Cindy Steel, as their
father, Donald, passed away at 94 years of age. Don was the quiet, unassuming, behind-the-scenes
support as husband to one of the church’s “pillars”—Dorothy Steel—who helped start the NBC
Day Nursery School and was instrumental in the formation of the Noank Baptist Group Homes.
Don’s funeral was held at NBC on May 18.
Our church family mourns the loss of one of the sweetest hearts we know: Rudy
Piatkowski. Rudy died in his sleep on May 25. He was a beloved presence at NBC. A memorial
service will take place at NBC in the near future at a time to be announced.
Congratulations to Kate Andersen & Scott Nelson upon their marriage at NBC on May
17. The Rev. Michael Crane stepped in at the last moment to officiate (due to Pastor Hayes’ convalescence) and did a marvelous job. Joining their two last names, they will be known as the
“Nelsens”!
With joy we announce the arrival of Lydia Hale Templeton, born May 22 to Roger and
Becky Templeton. Happy grandparents include Jane and John Templeton.
We also toast the birth of Angus Ivan Hoult, born to Melanie and John Hoult. Sandy
& Doug Mansfield are the delighted grandparents, who will also look forward to the August
arrival of another grandchild to daughter, Kim.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Betty Guhl (Fairview),
Dorothy Lynn Hamlin (Regency), Joyce Hunter (Mystic Healthcare and Rehabilitation), Millie
Jensen (Fairview), Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London), and Jan Page (Regency).

Summer Services at Noank Baptist
Beginning June 22, 2014
Early Service @ 8:00 am—Each week a different topic and leader will
guide participants in a time of song, reflection, study, prayer and
discussion. It is an informal gathering in the Parlor, so you can wear your casual clothes and even
shorts! If you are interested in signing up to lead one of these services (a solo act or with someone
else), a sign-up sheet will be available on the table in the Narthex, or give Gloria a call in the
church office @ 860-536-7129.
Traditional Service @ 10:00 am—Our traditional worship will take place each Sunday with
Pastor Hayes or guests preaching and a variety of musical talent to inspire us in faith.
Fellowship Hour @ 11:00 am—We are in need of weekly coordinators. Are you willing to help
out one time over the summer months? If so, please call the church office and let us know.
Adult Discussion @ 11:15 am—We will gather in the Chapel after worship for an adult
discussion group with Frank Murdock.
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PRAISE AND THANKS TO OUR TEACHERS
June 8 marks the end of another great year in Christian Education for our
NBC children thanks to the dedication and love of our wonderful C.E.
volunteer staff. Please take the time to express your gratitude to our
teachers and leaders as they have given much of their time, energy and
heart to our children.
Dorothy Reas
Marge Murdock
Mary Beth Blacker
Charlie Anderson
Tim Bates
Shannon Weigle
Scott Weaver (Youth Choir Director)
And a big thank you to our substitute teachers, James & Emily Bell!

Nursery & Pre-school Children

Teachers: Dorothy Reas and Sue Robinson

What a joyful year it has been to welcome infants to 4 year old pre-school
children into our Sunday school care! Each and every child received loving care
and personal attention. We purchased a folding rocker and a pack-n-play to assist
caring for our youngest angels. And sometimes the adults had discussions about
“Who gets to hold the baby next!”
Miss Dorothy always came prepared with a Bible story from the Children’s
Dorothy Reas
Bible and a simple “hands on” craft about the story for the pre-school children to
take home with them. And of course, snack and playtime were very popular!
Many thanks to all the volunteers who offered time and love to our nursery & pre-school
children. They were so fortunate to have you care for them and so were we!

Primary Class – Grades K-2

Teachers: Marge Murdock and Mary Beth Blacker

There are five enthusiastic students in our class who are thinking about concepts they have learned in Sunday school. They are
asking lots of challenging questions about God and Jesus. Our
Marge Murdock Mary Beth Blacker
lessons since Christmas have been about Jesus’ baptism and his
ministry. We created self-portraits which are hung on our wall to
show that we are children of God just as Jesus is a child of God. We learned that Jesus called 12
disciples to help him tell others about God. We learned the song, “There Were 12 Disciples”. We
made paper bag fish, “fished” with magnets on poles and ate goldfish for snack.
Because Jesus was a healer, we “doctored” the dolls and the stuffed animals with bandages. We
also made cards to cheer up one of our church shut-ins.
The story of Zacchaeus taught us that God loves us even if we make a mistake. Several lessons
emphasized the events of Holy Week. During the lesson on Praying in the Garden, we made
“prayer pots.” Each child wrote what they would like to pray for on popsicle sticks, decorated
them with paper flowers, and put them in a small pot to take home as a reminder to pray. Our
lessons in May concern Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples. We will be working on creating a

Secondary Class – Grades 3 -6

Teachers: Charlie Anderson and Shannon Weigle

We had a wonderful year in the secondary class! We continued to use
drama to experience the stories of the Bible. Who knew we had so many
young thespians here at NBC? We also had fun trying out some new
Charlie Anderson group games!
Shannon Weigle
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Summer Nursery Care

During worship in the summer, nursery care will be provided for children up
to four years of age in the Day Nursery School rooms. There is no Sunday
School during the summer months. Children are encouraged to attend worship with their families.

Sunday School Beach Day
Sunday School Beach Day was sensational!! Blue skies were smiling as we strolled down Main
Street in our intense search to fill our bags with scavenger hunt treasurers. What a great morning!
Kids on the beach...breeze in their hair...sun on their faces...sand between their toes...cold water on
their feet...It was a blast!

Overheard in Lighthouse Cove
The week after Easter, the children were talking about the
“Growing in Gratitude” culmination that came alive in the
Sanctuary on Easter Sunday when all the loops were strung
together. Someone said, “We’ve gotta keep this going all year long…
we’ll be covered in gratitude!” Another boy exclaimed, “Yeh! It’ll be a
tsunami of gratitude!”

WOW
Workshop of Wonders

Save the Date
Imagine & Build with God
Vacation Bible School 2014
AUGUST 4-8
Experience the love of Jesus. Start an adventure. Use your imagination and creativity to build
your faith. Meet people from the Bible who used what they had to produce something amazing
with God. Use your heart, mind and imagination to participate in the creative life of God, the one
who works wonders!
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Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America
Summer Conference
July 14-19, 2014
Brock University, St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
For additional information, go to www.bpfna.org
The BPFNA and the Association of Welcoming & Affirming Baptists will be co-hosting a
Convening for any and all interested in the state of the global movement for inclusion within the
Baptist traditions. Join leaders from around the world engaged in this work and help us discover
where earth justice and inclusion entwine.
This year’s conference brings together indigenous leader who have played key roles across
Canada in the struggle to protect land, water and air for future generations with thoughtful
theologians, preachers and musicians devoted to creation care.
Childcare is available for age 2 & under during morning and evening sessions. Children &
Youth will have their own peacemaking programming each morning. Children will gather during
worship each evening for games & activities.
If you are interested in attending this conference , please contact Pastor Hayes

Every child deserves access to quality early education and care
regardless of race, ethnicity or economic background. The
Riverfront Children’s Center provides high quality, affordable
childcare and educational services, while comprehensively nurturing the unique needs of children and their families.
This summer instead of Summer School Age program being at Riverfront, they will be at St.
Andrews Church in Groton. A bigger location means they will have more kids and need some
more supplies. Some items that they are looking for are:
 Art Supplies: Construction paper, washable paint, paint brushes, yarn, glue, butcher paper,
crayons, washable markers, tissue paper, beads, pom-poms, googley eyes, felt, pipe cleaners,
glitter, glue, popsicle sticks, ribbon, string, white paper plates, glue sticks, clear contact paper.
 Recyclables: Old newspapers, cardboard boxes, old magazines (APPROPRIATE for children
please!), plastic and paper shopping bags, paper towel tubes, bottle caps, buttons, cleaned out
pizza boxes, cleaned out ice cream boxes, cleaned out snack/cereal boxes (for dramatic play
areas).
 Playground: Colored cones, playground balls, soccer balls, basketballs, bubbles, sidewalk
chalk.
 Office: Pens, manila folders, highlighters, whiteout, loose leaf lined paper, 1 subject notebooks, composition notebooks, small spiral notepads.
 Misc: Plastic storage bins with lids, decks of cards, small terra-cotta plant pots, flannel-lined
plastic picnic table clothes, hand-held pencil sharpeners.
As always, the children and families greatly appreciate any donation, no matter how big or small.
For your convenience, a box will be set up in the outer office labeled Riverfront Children’s Center
to put your donations.
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The Nickels for Nails Fundraiser was held during the month
of April. We are happy to report that over $125 was collected and sent to Habitat for Humanity. Thank you to all who
donated their coins for this fundraiser.
A new home is being built on Flanders Road in
Niantic, by women. Notification of dedication will
be held after completion.
ReStore in Waterford is looking for volunteers to stock shelves and pick up
furniture for sale at the store.
The offering for Blanket Sunday through Church World
Service, was held on April 27, May 4 & May 11. We were
pleased with the outpouring of donations. We were able to
collect $685 which will purchase 137 blankets for persons in
this country and around the world who need warmth and
comfort in homeless shelters or following disasters such as earthquakes or
hurricanes. THANK YOU to all!!!

6 MONTHS AND COUNTING TO THE
HOLIDAY BAZAAR
With gardening time finally here, we are asking that you think of us when you
plant vegetables and herbs. We are also asking for donations of jelly and pint
canning jars. Also, when picking fruit this summer, pick some extra for making
jams and/or jellies. Let Jane Templeton know if you have anything to donate and she will gladly
pick it up. You can contact Jane at 860-691-2004.

We are still looking for volunteers who would consider chairing this
annual Holiday Bazaar event.
Please contact Shirley Sebastian, Sally Starzec or Betsey Goetsch

Honoring our Graduates
Tyler Latham

Robert Anderson
Catherine Bates
Aubrey Latham
Jim Bell
Lacy Johnson

Fitch High School going to
Central Connecticut University
Fitch High School going to
Northeastern University in MA
Simmons College with a Masters Degree in
Social Work
Post University with a degree in Sports Management
Online Military College with a BS in Homeland
Security
Springfield College, MA with a magna cum laude
Master's Degree in Sports Psychology
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Mystic River Homes News
With the snow and icy blasts of winter finally receding, the grounds at Mystic
River Homes are undergoing spring cleanup and gardening can begin. The
Mystic River Homes Board of Directors initiated an employee appreciation
award and Wendy Hayes, administrator of the Mystic River Homes Cottages,
was the first recipient for her devotion and attention to the operation of the
Cottages and the well-being of the residents.
At the Cottages, community movie night is continuing on Mondays. To celebrate the birthday of
all residents born in April, a group birthday party was held April 23.
At the Congregate, a generous donor provided for the installation of an electric fireplace in the lobby. The fireplace contributed brightness and cheer to ward off the last of winter doldrums for this
year.
Regular programs continue to offer varied activities through the week, from Wii bowling on
Tuesday, card games Tuesday and Friday, movies Wednesday and Saturday, through Bingo on
Saturday afternoon. Folk art painting classes continued throughout the month. Residents
participating in the monthly special breakfast enjoyed the featured Huevos Rancheros.
Representatives from Fort Hill Pharmacy held an informative session, inviting attendees to
"Ask the Pharmacist."

With spring finally underway and summer near, residents of the Cottages and the Congregate are
enjoying seasonal and varied activities.
Respectfully submitted
Carol Spunar

Property Ministries News
We have completed the church west wall exterior railing repair and
painting.
We had a problem with the handicapped electric stair chair.. The
system is at least 20 years old and we finally found a company that
(thankfully) could repair it. It is “up and running” at this time.
Exterior painting and roof repair work will be starting n June on the
Church Street House.
Frank Lewis is gradually repainting some of the gray floors in the upstairs church balcony areas.
He and a contractor are working on a small drainage problem along the east wall of the Meeting
House near the kitchen.
Respectfully submitted
Ed Johnson & Vince Spunar
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Where Angels Play
Foundation
Grace McDonnell

1 Harry Austin Drive, Mystic
(Williams Beach)
This is one of the 26 playgrounds built in memory of
the victims of the Sandy Hook shootings in Newtown.
Poem by Andrea West, resident of Noank, who participated in
the building of the playground in Mystic in April.

I Saw You Here
Today I saw a butterfly the color of your hair.
She almost rested next to me
then vanished in the air.
~I thought I saw you there~
I saw a pretty little girl
build castles out of sand.
I think that must be how you looked
when you had little hands.
~I thought I saw you there~

A seagull perched high on a pole
was singing to the sea.
I watched her fragile wings unfold,
spread wide...she flew from me.
~I thought I saw you there~

I watched the sun fall fast asleep
in blankets of dark sky.
A brief and lovely moment there
but then...it passed me by.
~and I thought I saw you there~

Soft petals of a flower
a perfect rose like “you”,
can only stop to visit
then return as something new.
If beautiful is everywhere
then God in all His Grace,
has let an angel visit us…
An angel with your face.
~I know…
I saw you Here~

Photo taken by Andrea West during the dedication of the playground. The cloud looks like an
angel hovering over the playground!!!
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May Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk
The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 7,
2014 with 17 members present. The minutes from the April
meeting were approved as corrected.
The finance committee report was presented. Expenses have been
slightly over budget to date this year. The money from pledges received in advance was invested
for four months, so gained some interest prior to being transferred over to the operating fund.
Positive comments have been received regarding the children participating in the scripture readings
during Lent. Children’s Sunday will be held on June 8th with the service starting at 10:30. There
will be a coffee hour before the service for those who arrive early. Planning has begun for
Vacation Bible School. Co-op Youth will be participating in a work day at Camp Wightman and
will be visiting Heifer International.
Volunteers are needed for the nursery with more young families attending church.
The choirs are winding down toward the summer break. New members are always welcome.
Property Ministry reports that the exterior railing repair is underway. Installation of motion
detection lights is being discussed. Completion of work on the parsonage will be scheduled.
Repairs and painting of Church Street House will commence in May or June.
The Main Street House Task Force continues to negotiate a new lease with the Noank Group
Homes, which has now been renamed to Noank Community Services, Inc.
A Church Street House Operational Task Force is being formed. The plan is to have the house
ready for occupancy before school starts in late August. A timeline for completing tasks will be
developed and volunteers, as well as additional expertise, sought as needed.
In June the One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be collected in support of disaster relief.
A chairperson is still needed for this year’s Holiday Bazaar.
Several members of the congregation will be attending the Baptist Peace Camp in July in Ontario.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 4, 2014 at 7:00 pm
All are welcome to attend.
Respectfully Submitted
Bonnie Banks

June 2014

The NBC Anchor

Page 12

Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

Thank you, Tim!
Tim Bates has served Our Shoreline Community Association “OSCA” faithfully since
the organization’s early grassroots development stage years ago. Due to Tim’s recent
appointment as a Superior Court Judge, Tim is required to resign from the OSCA’s Board of
Directors. Tim will be missed on the Board, as he is one of the organization’s enthusiastic
founders, was OSCA’s first Chairman of the Board, and has contributed countless hours of
work for the betterment of the organization. Tim’s desire to continue as an OSCA member and
event participant is greatly appreciated and welcomed!
On behalf of the OSCA Board of Directors and its members, we thank Tim for his
dedication and hard work to OSCA and we all wish him well in his new career.
OSCA, a member-driven organization for shoreline residents 55 and over, provides
programs and services so members can lead vibrant, active and healthy lives while living in
their own homes and neighborhoods.
OSCA launched in September 2009 and has enjoyed steady growth of membership
through these years. OSCA is a non-profit, membership association, designed to enrich the
lives of seniors in Mystic, Noank, Groton Long Point, Mumford Cove and Stonington. With
guidance from a coordinator, neighbors help other neighbors stay in their homes.
The OSCA mission is to create a community dedicated to helping members connect to
people, activities and services that enable them to stay in their own homes, enjoy their
community and find answers to challenges that aging can bring.
Please consider joining this exciting organization. We invite you to call or email
Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator, if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions.
Stephanie is at (860) 271-1681 or OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com.
Respectfully Submitted
Stephanie Panagos
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