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HOMECOMING SUNDAY
September 7

The Fall Programs and
Sunday School Begins!
The Summer is over! The schools are open and life returns to “normal” in Noank. Our Sunday
School program begins on September 7. We have an exciting year planned with crafts, music and
activities designed to fill your child’s life with the love of God.
Morning worship for all ages begins at 10:00 am, with the children and youth breaking midway
through for Sunday School. Join your friends and bring along new ones to be a part of our
beloved community in Christ!

Jazz Sunday
September 14

On Sunday, September 14, our sanctuary will be filled with the
upbeat sounds of Dixieland Jazz at the 10:00 am worship service.
Mark McCormick and friends from the area are back to lift our
spirits with toe-tapping sounds! Invite your family and friends to
this special event.

The Children of Abraham
Noank Baptist Church
Sunday, September 28 @ 7:00 pm
Tom Verde (M.A., Islamic Studies and Christian-Muslim Relations) will
shed light on the roots of the conflict in the Middle East and provide a
basic understanding of how it reached the crises it faces today, from Egypt to Syria, to Iraq and
beyond. Tom is an independent scholar and journalist who has lived in, and traveled extensively,
throughout the Middle East, reporting on its culture and history. The lecture is free and open to
the public.
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The graphic murders of two individuals during the last few weeks have shaken the consciences of
many Americans. The killing of unarmed 18-year-old Michael Brown by police in Ferguson, Missouri and
the brutal beheading of ISIS hostage, James Foley, have dominated the news headlines and provoked
widespread reaction unlike any other recent crime. Each killing pricked a nerve of vulnerability sensed in
most people, and reactions differed along various lines.
African-Americans as a whole, and young males of color in
particular, view the events in Ferguson as symptomatic of a larger violation of racial
profiling by white police officers, while the military-like aggression of riot police
brought back memories of racial strife of the 1960s. As the perception exists, many
believe it doesn’t matter if black people are citizens; their civil rights appear to be
less recognized and honored by the established order which often presumes guilt
before innocence and the use of deadly force before a respect for rights. Not only
was there a terrible injustice done deserving of the national spotlight, it reinforced a
sense of vulnerability among a number of minorities, who feel as if they are less
valued as persons than those among the white majority.
The brutal murder of James Foley, however, hit a nerve of vulnerability
among many white people,
particularly those who might see themselves left unprotected by the standard assurances of governments and
international law (e.g., media-types, diplomats, business and leisure travelers, NGOs, educators, et. al.—those who
might be targets themselves overseas). The circumstances surrounding the death of Foley were different than
Brown’s, but the fear it elicited, particularly among the white political establishment, was similar. Vulnerability, of
course, is based on identity—more on what you fear could happen to you personally, than to someone else. An old
familiar pattern of injustice for people of color occurred with Michael Brown’s death; a strange and new sense of
vulnerability came for the white majority in the murder of James Foley.
Now my point isn’t to simply lay out a racial pattern, as much as a psychological and spiritual one. As
individuals and groups, we empathize with those who represent us as we view ourselves. Typically, our visceral
outrage occurs when an injustice is directed against someone with whom we strongly identify, especially if the abuse
is brutal or when the victim has no recourse or recognized rights. The identification is frequently made along racial
lines, but not always. Other points of identity may generate empathy with a victim (e.g., gender, shared religious
beliefs, ethnic background, sexual orientation, age, class, etc.). We identify with those who are like us in whatever
way we choose to recognize it. For example, women are more likely to react with outrage over spousal abuse
because they often feel most vulnerable to it; likewise, Christians (Jews, Muslims, etc.) will empathize more readily
through religious ties when other Christians (Jews, Muslims, etc.) are being harassed or killed. We are drawn to the
similarities with ourselves and, consequently, share their pain.
Though empathy through shared identity is natural, it does present a problem when it determines morality.
To make judgments of right versus wrong, just or unjust, worthy of compassion or condemnation based on those with
whom you identify sets up an advocacy that isn’t fair to the side one views as the offender and creates a blindness
toward those one supports.
A good example for me is the way most Americans view the conflict between Israel and Palestine. For a
number of reasons, there is a strong sense of
identification and empathy with Israel that casts a blind eye to the grievous
carnage of its war with Hamas. While there is no doubt that Hamas militants are
guilty of continual provocation and possible war crimes (e.g., using civilian neighborhoods and houses for military shelter), the scale of difference between the
threat to non-combatants in Gaza and Israel is too great to simply blame both
sides equally. Yet, for the Obama administration, mainstream media, and most
Americans (if the polls are a true reflection), the loss of life in Palestine is less of
a crime than the Hamas threat to Israel. It makes no sense unless it’s explained
from a bias of identity and empathy.
As I interpret the bias, it largely stems from a combination of history and religion—history as a result of the Holocaust and religion by Jews and Christians transferring their pious affinity toward
biblical Israel to the modern-day state. Supporting Israel today helps to overcome the guilt of anti-Semitism for nonJews and registers well in the
conscience of biblical faith. This explains why American evangelical Christians are some of the greatest allies for
Zionism today, even though there is no direct relation from the past to the present—ancient and modern Israelis (yes,
there are two!) are entirely distinct realities. Yet, the biblical component is a point of identity that leads to little more
than blind faith.
The closest parallel in the U.S. to the Palestinian perspective is what many minorities experience when they
sense they are marginal to the mainstream majority population. The dominant bias is toward the protection and
preservation of the majority, not respecting the rights and needs of a minority. This, again, is usually cast in racial
terms,
Continued on page 16
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who, over the summer, have had
recent surgery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or
are recuperating at home: Ginny Colbeth, Arleen Stamm, Santiago Hernandez, Joan Thorp, John Templeton, Tom Lewis, Marilyn Leonard, Alicia
Crossman, and Brooke and Carrie Rymash.
We celebrate with Kate (Johnson) and Cory Atkinson upon the birth of
daughter, Charlotte, and son, Eli, on July 11. The happy grandfather is Ken Johnson.
Congratulations also are in order for Kim Mansfield & David Giesing, who are the
proud parents of Callen David, who entered the world on August 5. Sandy and Doug
Mansfield are the delighted grandparents.
We add our joys and concerns for the arrival of Jackson Tullie Dubrule, who was born to
Ryan and Cassie Dubrule, on August 9. However, little Jackson suffered pneumonia and had to
spend his first few weeks in the hospital. He has improved but still in recovery. His caring
grandparents are Faith & Charlie Allen and Greg Dubrule.
Pop the cork for the marriage of Jennifer Kanyock & Steven Lemieux, whose wedding
took place in Newport, RI on Sunday, July 27. Steve & Beth Kanyock and Deb Burdick are the
happy parents.
Congratulations to the Mystic Little League team (Ages 9-10) for their success in
representing Connecticut in the New England tournament. The team included our own Colin Anderson! Well done. Now go join the Red Sox!
The memorial service for Lavinia Wilbur took place at the church on Friday, August 29.
Lavinia had been recovering from congestive heart failure throughout the summer in rehab, but
died on August 23. Our prayers and sympathy go to Ray Wilbur and Barbara & Teddy Shiffer.
Our thoughts and prayers also go to the family of our former resident at the Church Street
House, Dorothy “Lynn” Hamlin, who passed away on July 26. We also remember the family
and friends of Karen Schultzman, a friend of many in Noank, who died on August 19. Karen
often played her oboe here at church in years gone by.
Our sympathy is extended to the family of Joyce Hunter, one of our long-term
homebound, who died on June 30.
We also continue to remember in prayer our State Senator, Andy Maynard, who is
recovering at the Hospital for Special Care in New Britain following a serious fall at his home in
Stonington earlier in the summer.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Betty Guhl (Fairview),
Millie Jensen (Fairview), Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London), and Jan Page (Regency).

Tuesday Night Bible Study
Beginning September 30
Spicer Chapel—7:00 pm
A Crisis in Confidence: Exploring the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians
Pastor Hayes will lead us through a detailed examination of II Corinthians, an epistle of Paul that
reveals his deep personal and theological conflict with those he helped bring into the faith. We
will explore not only the text, but the social and cultural realities of Corinth—one of the leading
cities of the ancient Empire—which helps to put his written words into context. We will be
meeting in the Spicer Chapel at 7:00 pm. Everyone is welcome!
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Children and Family Ministries
Vacation Bible School 2014
“You are the God who works wonders”
(Psalm 77:14)

Our Vacation Bible School Workshop of Wonders was a huge
success with 54 children and 22 adults and youth volunteers
enjoying the festivities. Children from the church and the community made new friends and
reunited with kids they hadn’t seen since last summer. The sanctuary was transformed into a
workshop theme complete with a huge paint palette, 2 HUGE multi-colored paint brushes, robots,
gears, huge legos, and the lectern magically became a pegboard full of tools. We had a special ant
friend puppet named Rivet who encouraged the kids to imagine, build, grow, work and walk with
God. Everyone had a great time!
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank our talented volunteer station leaders and their
assistants: Brooke Knobloch, Paul Hayes, Marti Bradshaw, Jalen Bell, Shannon Weigle,
Betsy Murphy, Dorothy Reas, Erin Murphy, Kit Torchia, Christy Toppa, Jen Johnson, Christine
Race, Sandi Wallace, and Marge Murdock, plus our volunteer energetic crew leaders: Tara Clark
Brigid Kunka, Ally Toppa, Savannah Johnson, Madelyn Ellis, Michael D’Alfonso, and John
Murphy. We’d also like to thank our roaming photographer, Perry Liston.
Other special thanks goes to: Home Depot for the donation of aprons & tool boxes, Union
Baptist Church for donating many gorgeous decorations, Linda Lozis, Nora Andrews, Emily & Jim
Bell, Shawn & Austin Thorp, Mary Brodhead, Molly Kunka, Christine Johnson, Sherrie Neilson,
Kristen O’Brien, Lisa Knobloch, Gloria Marshall, the tool box elves, and to Frank Lewis whose
ingenious ideas and mechanical expertise helped transform the sanctuary in God’s Workshop of
Wonders.

Lighthouse Cove and Church School 2014-2015
Lighthouse Cove will resume on September 7. Homecoming Sunday is always
exciting, seeing old friends and making some new friends too. We will begin worship
as usual and then dismiss the children to the Vestry for group sharing and singing
before they go to their appropriate age level Sunday school class. However, the
nursery/pre-school room is available at the beginning of worship.
Registration forms will be available that day or can be downloaded on the church
website for your convenience. http://www.noankbaptistchurch.org. It is important
that we have updated registration forms each year.
We have a staff of dedicated volunteer Sunday school teachers ready to show your children
God’s amazing love for us and teach the stories of Jesus as they begin their journey of growing in
faith and what it means to be part of a Christian community.
Nursery /Pre-school (downstairs): Dorothy Reas, Sue Robinson & Catherine Bates
Primary Grades (downstairs): Marge Murdock & Mary Beth Blacker
Older Elementary (downstairs): Shannon Weigle & Charlie Anderson
Youth (upstairs): Tim Bates & Gary Reas
If you have any questions, ideas for our church programs, concerns, or just want to talk about
family life, please feel free to give Sue a call at 860-536-7129.
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ADULT CHOIR

The Adult Choir will begin on Thursday, September 4 @ 7:30 pm in the
Choir Room. New members are welcome and “older” members are
encouraged to return. Linda Lozis, our organist, is the director and
accompanist. Contact Linda @ 860-460-0995 if you are interested in joining
this year.

YOUTH CHOIR

The Youth Choir will begin on Thursday, September 4 @ 6:30 pm in the
Youth Choir Room. We hope to see new faces this year. We will have new ideas,
new friends, new music and perhaps some surprises. If you are a student in
grades 3-12 and like to sing, we are looking forward to seeing you. Our choir
rehearsals are each Thursday and we sing in church each Sunday. Scott Weaver is
our director.
Handbell Choir – If you are interested in joining the Handbell Choir, please
contact Linda Lozis @ 860-460-0995. She is looking for past members of this
group, as well as beginners. This is for youth and adults alike. The date and time
of rehearsals will soon be announced

NBC Day Nursery School
Teachers Vera Neuman and Tina Ellis are preparing for the 2014-2015 school
year. We are very excited to greet our returning and new students to our
program. At this time we have 12 children enrolled—7 boys and 5 girls. Others
are welcome! If you know of anyone looking for a preschool program for a three
or four year old child, please have them call the church office at 860-536-7129.
Our first day of class this year will be on Wednesday, September 10 at 9:00 am. Parent
Orientation will be held on Tuesday, September 9 @ 7:00 pm in the nursery school classrooms.
It is important that all parents attend this meeting to learn about several policies that will be in
effect this school year. We look forward to an excellent opportunity working with our families this
year. We are so very thankful that our program is still able to offer young children the
opportunity to learn through play, encouragement and love, as set forth when Noank Baptist
Church Day Nursery School was established over 50 years ago.
May God continue to bless this Church and all its outreach programs.
The Day Nursery School Staff
Miss Vera and Miss Tina
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Our New Mission at
Church Street House
By the time you read this, our first family, the Rodriguez’s,
from Thames River Community Services will have moved
in to the Church Street House /Mission House! The transformation of the house is nothing short of a miracle given the
time constraints!!! The miracle is thanks to those of you who
spent an hour, two hours, a hundred hours helping to fix up
the house so that our family can live in a space which is safe for their children and which
inspires the family to maintain and treasure the space. We cleaned, we painted, we hung
blinds, we washed windows, we helped install sump pumps, we patched walls … and we
cleaned some more! In my mind it was a little bit like the fishes and loaves—we had a ton
of work to do, but because everyone donated what time they could, we were able to accomplish an overwhelming task. We are so grateful to those of you who lent a hand—
thank you, thank you! A
special thanks to Wendy Hayes and Betsey Goetsch for their daily oversight of the project.
For those of you who could not donate your time, but would like to be a part of the mission
by monetary donation, we respectfully request that you contribute to the general church
budget as the on-going success of this mission depends on the church budget being able
to continue to support this program.
This was accomplished with oversight from the CSH Task Force II: Cyp Cyr, Barbara
Eckelmeyer, Mary Brodhead, David Williams, Steve Gordon, Betsey Goetsch, and Wendy
Hayes.
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Groton Community Meals
Groton Community Meals will open in September. A new free, community
meal program will launch on Monday, September 8 at Faith Lutheran
Church on Poquonnock Road from 5-6:30 pm.
Two sites will be open as follows:
The 1st, 4th and 5th Monday of each month, meals will be served at St.
John’s Christian Church, 346 Shennecossett Road, Groton (near Branford Manor Apartments).
The 2nd and 3rd Monday of each month, meals will be served at Faith Lutheran Church, 625
Poquonnock Road, Groton.
Volunteers and people from the Groton area are needed, as is financial support for the
operations. All donations will be used in their entirety to purchase food, paper goods, cleaning
supplies, mandatory licensing, certifications and insurance coverage necessary to operate the meal
sites. Checks should be made out to “Union Baptist Church” with “Groton Community Meals”
noted in the check memo line and sent to Union Baptist Church-Groton Community Meals, 119
High Street, Mystic, CT 06355.
Donations of food, paper goods and cleaning supplies may be dropped off weekdays from 8:30
am to 4:30 pm at Groton Human Services, 2 Fort Hill Road, Groton. Suggested food donations
include:
 large bags or boxes of rice, dried beans, noodles, spaghetti
 large cans of tomato sauce, diced or sliced tomatoes
 fresh, frozen canned vegetables
 potatoes—fresh, canned, dried, mixes
 fresh or canned fruits
 assorted breads and rolls
 fresh, frozen or canned meat, chicken or fish
 coffee, bottled water, juices, juice mix.
General questions regarding Groton Community Meals may be directed to Rev. Ho-Soon
Han, 860-204-2558. Question regarding volunteering may be directed to Tammy Brannan
at 860-857-2479, or Chris Butta at 860-625-1387.
July and August have been primarily focused on repairs, painting and
preparation for the new residents of Church Street House who will be
moving in early September. Primary projects have included roof, chimney,
soffit and siding repairs, along with exterior sanding and painting, all by
outside contractors. Interior projects, primarily done by volunteer members
of the church, have included painting all walls & ceilings, plus cleaning out
the rooms and adding a sump pump along with a dehumidifier in the
basement.
A special vote of thanks should go to Betsey Goetsch for her extensive efforts in organizing
and participating actively in this project. She has been a constant presence on the scene, always
with paint on her clothes.
In August, work also began on gutter and soffit repairs at Main Street House by another
outside contractor. This project is also expected to be finished in September.
Meeting House projects have included stripping old wax and refinishing the floor of the
classroom just north of the kitchen. A recent problem with a seagull on the roof was resolved, and
T-Mobil performed a cell phone service upgrade in the tower.
Respectfully Submitted
Ed Johnson & Vince Spunar

September 2014

The NBC Anchor

Page 10

Building for Faith Week
“Build on the Rock”

September 16-21

Please join Habitat for Humanity of Southeastern Connecticut in celebrating Building on Faith
Week. HFHSECT would like to invite clergy and all members of our faith community to
participate in any of the events below.
First, we have three days of construction and then we end our Building on Faith activities
celebrating a house kickoff event and participating in a Day of Prayer.
Our efforts will go into recruiting 3-5 volunteers from each congregation. Training will be
waived, but an important aspect will be to encourage all volunteers to arrive by 8:30 am to get the
instructions for the day. In the event a volunteer cannot stay for a full shift, it is better to arrive on
time and plan to leave early, telling the construction supervisor. To sign up as a volunteer, go to
www.habitatect.org then choose the volunteer up-link in the top right of the page. You can follow
the directions from there. You can also e-mail faithinaction@habitatect.org for further
information.
Build Days:
Tuesday
September 16
8:30am—2:30 pm
Site to be determined
Thursday
September 18
8:30am—2:30 pm
Site to be determined
Saturday
September 20
8:30 am—2:30 pm
Site to be determined
Day of Prayer:
Sunday
September 21
12:30—4:30 pm
Site to be determined
Day of Prayer is a dedicated time of prayer—a time to reflect on those in need of shelter locally,
nationally and globally.

ROOM FOR HOPE FESTIVAL
September 25-28
Charlotte, NC
The Alliance of Baptists will be having their Room for Hope
Festival this year in Charlotte, NC. We gather to live into our theme, Room for Hope, as we learn
about the Palestinian narrative through documentary, personal story, worship and dance. Don’t
miss this special time as we continue to work for justice for the Palestinian people!
The 2014 Room for Hope Festival is offered by the Justice in Palestine & Israel Community of
the Alliance of Baptists, in collaboration with ministry partner, Bright Stars of Bethlehem.
If anyone is interested in attending or if you need additional information, please contact Pastor
Hayes.

Lobsterboatblockade.org—A Climate Change Protest
Noank Baptist Church
Friday, September 12 @ 7:00 pm

All are welcome to come and meet Ken Ward and Jay O’Hara as they present their story and
dramatic actions of protest against coal-producing plants in New England. Connecticut
successfully shut down the “Sooty Five” a few years ago, largely instigated by local activists like the
Rev. Tom Carr and others who campaigned against the use of coal in the production of electricity.
Ken & Jay are two activists who are going to trial in Fall River on September 8 and 9 for
blockading a West Virginia ship from unloading coal at the Brayton Point Power Station. They are
both anxious to go on trial so they can present the chance to argue for the necessity of aggressive,
science-based climate action in a court of laws.
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World Mission Offering

Our annual mission offering for international ministries
will be received on Sunday, October 5

Rise to the Challenge/A Time to Serve.
This offering will benefit both the International Ministries of American Baptist Churches
and the Bridges of Hope Offering for the Alliance of Baptists. Our church is a part of, and
supports, both of these organizations. We divide the proceeds from the offering between the two
mission agencies. Additional information about this offering will be in our October newsletter.
Also, envelopes for this offering will be attached to the October newsletter.

Our church contributes yearly to the Baptist World Alliance, but do we
know what it is?
It was formed in 1905 to be a worldwide movement of Baptist church
organizations during the Baptist World Congress. Member
organizations are from Africa, Asia Pacific, Caribbean, Central America, Europe, Middle East,
North America and South America.
Recent initiatives include: worship and fellowship, mission and evangelism, freedom and justice
and relief and development.
In the words of Billy Graham: “I enthusiastically endorse the Baptist World Alliance and pledge
my support. I urge you to do so as well. I know of few organizations across the world which
minister as effectively as the Baptist World Alliance. At times, in fact, it has been the only channel
through which assistance could be given to churches in hostile countries.”
Also from Gregory Komendant from the Klyv Seminary, Ukraine: “The Baptist World Alliance
will never leave you on your own! If you suffer or are in need, the Baptist World Alliance will be
your shelter, protecting your human rights.”
We are proud to support this worthwhile organization even if it is in a relatively small way.
PFLAG (Parents and Families of Lesbians and Gays)
September Meeting
Potluck Supper @ 6:00 pm and Meeting @ 7:00 pm in the Vestry @ NBC

Our September 8 meeting will feature a representative from Transitioning &
Loving Life (T.a.L.L.) who will give some insight on their group. T.a.L.L. is a
transsexual support group located in the Fitchville area and is open to all transsexual people, as
well as their friends, family, spouses and significant others, regardless of race, creed, sexual
orientation, gender, or stage in transition. They offer a safe and relaxing environment in which to
share, provide and obtain information for you, your friends, and your families regarding transition.
For additional information, please e-mail thetallgroup@gmail.com or write to: T.a.L.L., P.O. Box
1998, New London, CT 06320.
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News from Mystic River Homes
Mystic River Homes residents have been enjoying a balmy summer, with
temperatures in the midrange and sunshine and humidity being bright, but not
extreme.
In June many entrants from Mystic River Homes submitted their artistic products to the
Groton Senior Center Summer Art Show and competition. MRH painting class members Joan
Winchester and Dorothy Vogel each won a second place ribbon for their paintings in the judging.
Congratulations!!
At the Cottages, the Community Gardens have thrived and currently gardeners are harvesting
cucumbers and spaghetti squash. Tomatoes remain behind in ripening as has been seen through
much of Connecticut. Sufficient sun has seemingly lit the days, but cooler nights may retard the
optimum ripening of tomatoes. In July, Cottage residents enjoyed the grill picnic organized by
Wendy Hayes and Lynn Mischke.
At the Congregate, recent activities included the Summer Luau party in August, with a fun luau
menu and games. Breakfast with Laura continues once a month, with July's participants enjoying
raspberry and mascarpone stuffed French toast with warm peach compote and Italian sausage.
Established programs that continue to benefit the community include the exercise classes, now
one year in existence, conducted by Erin Richards. New movies are regularly shown and in recent
months residents have enjoyed seeing "Blackfish" and "Good Old Freda." For August's speaker
program, meteorologist Art Horn presented "Weather Through the Ages."
Respectfully Submitted
Carol Spunar

Board Secretary

Our Bible Study Group will be meeting throughout the year at 10
am each Wednesday morning in the Richards Room at Mystic River
Homes Congregate with Mary Brodhead as leader.
This is a great opportunity to share faith and encouragement with
one another with plenty of opportunities to raise questions and to be
inspired as we read God’s word together. The Bible is our text as we
relate it to our lives and our different understandings. All members of the NBC congregation are
welcome—this Bible Study Group is not only for people of the congregation, but for everyone!

summer fun is over!
September has come!
the time has come to step up your efforts
for the holiday bazaar
Continue working with your knitting/crochet needles and sewing machines. Also, get your
recipes ready for making goodies for the bake table. While doing your fall cleaning, if you find
items for the fine gifts table, silent auction or jewelry table, please leave them in the church
office. Thank you. If you have any questions, please contact Betsey Goetsch at 860-235-2729.
Only two (+/-) months left until November 22
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July/August Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk

The Council held their monthly meetings on Wednesday, July 2, and
August 6, 2014 with 13 and 10 members present respectively. The minutes
from the previous month’s meetings were approved as corrected.
The finance committee report was presented at each meeting with
discussion around concerns with low income and increased expenses. Suggestions were made as to
what upcoming budgeted expenses can be eliminated or delayed in an attempt to minimize
expenses as much as possible.
Progress is being made on addressing gaps identified in the adopted bylaws. Potential individuals
to serve on the Music, Christian Education, Historical Records, and Mission Committees have
been discussed and volunteers are being sought to fill those positions. Plans for formation of an
Audit Committee are underway. The status of the council membership is being reviewed with
proposals for adjusting the terms of those currently serving to assure there is an appropriate
transition of members to replace no more than half the members in a single year. A Personnel
Policy is being worked on and is expected to be ready for review at the October Business Meeting.
Volunteers are needed to assist with Sunday School classes and to work in the nursery in the
coming year due to a welcome increase in the number of children served. The council approved
the motion to hire a second person to work regularly in the nursery on Sundays due to the
increased number of babies and toddlers being cared for there. Homecoming Sunday will be on
September 7th.
The Property Ministry continues to be very busy with maintenance on the church properties,
including repainting of the balcony floor and stripping of wax from the sanctuary floor in the
meeting house, lawn mowing, tending of gardens, and numerous work on Church Street House to
get it ready for occupancy. The roof gutters and soffit repairs on Main Street House are underway.
Approved work to be done on the parsonage is on hold.
Wendy Hayes attended each meeting to report on the status of the Church Street House
renovations in preparation for the new mission as a transitional residence for a previously homeless
family. Many volunteers have worked to prepare the house for occupancy by the start of the
school year and it is coming along well. The adult members of the family who will occupy the
house have also participated in some of the painting, affording an opportunity for church
volunteers to meet them and help them to feel welcome to the community. Some additional
unexpected expense has been required to make repairs to the outside of the house, but expenses to
the interior have been kept below budget thanks to all the volunteers.
The policy regarding the Use of Church Property by NBC Members, Staff and Outside groups was
revised and approved on July 2, 2014.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 3, 2014 at 7:00 pm. All are
welcome to attend.
Respectfully Submitted
Bonnie Banks

September 2014

The NBC Anchor

Page 14

Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

OSCA will celebrate the FIFTH ANNIVERSARY of its launch this month. The
organization has not only grown in membership numbers since its launch back in
2009, but in its service offerings too!
Our very active members enjoy monthly outings, play reading groups, dinner and lunch groups and
more! To help our members stay safe in their homes, our Helping Hands Team is willing and able
to help with small jobs around the home. And, of course, members can access rides with
volunteers to medical appointments.
It’s no secret that dining opportunities are a big hit with OSCA members! All are invited to a
potluck supper on Wednesday, September 10 at 5:30 pm at St. Mark’s Church in Mystic. Guests
are welcome to join us on September 10 also to learn more about OSCA. As a guide, we ask that
those of you with last names beginning with the letters A-G bring an appetizer or main dish, H-L
bring a salad or a main dish, M-Z bring fruit or a dessert. Please RSVP by 4:00 pm on Monday,
September 8 to (860) 271-1681 or OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com if you plan to attend.
Please consider becoming a member of OSCA if you have not already joined. You may not think
you are “ready yet” to receive rides and services. That’s fine, but are you “ready” to be part of an
active group of seniors, helping and caring for each other and enjoying each other’s company? Try
it, you’ll like it!
For information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681 or
email to OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com.
Respectfully Submitted
Stephanie Panagos

Continued from page 2—
as is the case in Ferguson. But it also holds true with religion, which is why many Muslims are
reluctant to publicly condemn ISIS due to their shared religion and because the majority of Christians
and Jews don’t respect or value the spiritual validity of Islam. Empathy and morality play out in favor of
those with whom one most readily identifies.
There are exceptions, of course, to all of this. And an exception is what I believe Jesus calls us
to be. At our best as followers of Christ, we find ways to transcend the natural biases we have for
some by finding what’s commonly shared with those who are the “other.” Identifying at some level with
those who are least like us for the sake of cultivating empathy and compassion is a spiritual gift that
matters (2 Cor. 5:16; cf., Mt. 5:44, 45; Rom. 12:9-21). It’s a moral and spiritual challenge for us all, to
be sure. Yet, as we are able to successfully respond, we come to live out a reality that identifies not
with a majority or minority, but with all people as children of God. In a time when so many lives are on
the line, this is a morally important reason for living wisely and conscientiously in a world that prefers to
preserve only their own.

