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Anchor
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT
860.536.7129

www.noankbaptistchurch.org

JANUARY 2015
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 25, 2015 after worship @ 11:15 am
We are welcoming another year with our Annual Business Meeting of the Noank
Baptist Church, which will be held on Sunday, January 25, 2015 in the sanctuary
immediately following worship. We hope that it will be a convenient time for
members to attend. Soup and bread will be served in the Vestry after the
meeting so you won’t go hungry! All are welcome to attend.

Annual Reports are due into the church office by Sunday, January 11, 2015

Farewell to Linda Lozis
Sunday, January 18
As we begin the new year, we say farewell to the Rev. Linda Lozis, our Senior
Choir director, Bell Choir director, and Church Organist. Linda is “retiring” to
Florida after sixteen years of service to Noank Baptist and the entire community! Linda’s illustrious career began in Iowa as Associate Pastor and Director
of Music at the First Baptist Church of Ft. Dodge, then to Scarsdale Community Baptist Church in
Scarsdale, NY, and finally to Union Baptist in Mystic, where she served as Associate Pastor until
she came to Noank Baptist in 1999. Linda earned her Bachelor of Music degree from Stetson
University in Florida and her Masters in Church Music from the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, KY. She holds a certificate in Choral Studies from Cambridge University in
the UK. Linda has been, yes, instrumental in so many ways to bring music to all ages in our
church. Her legacy includes cantatas, the biannual performance of Handel’s Messiah, and a host
of choirs and performances. She has been a treasured leader in the Mystic Area Ecumenical Choir
Festival and the American Guild of Organists. She taught music for several years at Pine Point
School and given private lessons for many individuals. She is highly regarded among her peers in
SECT and will be missed by all. Her decision to retire at this point is meteorological, since her
preferred form of driving in the winter is off the first tee and straight down the center of the
fairway! Join us on January 18, when we will honor Linda during and after our morning worship.
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From time to time, I wish I could foresee the future so that I might adequately
prepare for what is yet to come. My reasoning is usually practical, along the lines that if
I could project accurately the way things would unfold in any given situation, then I could
avoid accidents, or ensure I have sufficient resources and supplies when needed, and
eliminate surprises, worries, and disappointments, making life seem more controllable,
successful, and comprehensible.
Obviously, this is only a pipedream. Looking back, rarely have I been able to
project into a coming year and claim with confidence what would occur. Even well-planned events usually don’t play out as I had anticipated. I can certainly make educated guesses based on my normal routine and whatever deviations from that I may account for, but it will not eliminate the unknowns, what-ifs,
or regrets that invariably make up this thing we call life.
I suppose we’re wired this way for a reason. The truth is, we benefit greatly from mystery—
living with the unknowns of time and circumstance. Lacking certainty requires us to live more fully in the
moment with the possibility that anything could happen to us—be it good fortune or bad (or a mix). We
don’t know what will transpire for us in regard to our health or finances (often a worry), but we also can’t
tell who we will meet or what unexpected opportunities will come our way to make life more satisfying
(often a delight). With the unknown we become an active agent in determining what the “knowns” will
come to be, based on what we choose to do and how we handle each forthcoming moment.
Faith, of course, has a crucial role to play in reducing the natural anxiety inherent to living with
mystery. But it’s not the faith usually associated with organized religion. The kind of faith that assists us
is not belief (assensus, in Latin), as in “I believe this or that teaching” or even, “I believe Jesus will protect/heal me.” Rather, faith that matters is trust (fiducia, Lat.), along the lines of “I trust God’s help with
the uncertainties of this moment.” We are able to handle life’s mysteries not because answers are magically provided to people of faith or we can will a desired outcome through prayer. Instead, it’s due to the
trust we have in God to be present with us when we don’t know. Frankly, most people find it easier to
believe in than to trust God, which is why cultivating trust in God is the real exercise of faith. The truest
expression (and test) of faith has no
catechetical element; it resides in each
moment we ponder and discern what
would be a right attitude, choice, or action in a given circumstance. Trust,
more than belief, makes us aware of
God in the process of living life each
day, instead of only in the desired outcomes of our experiences.
As we face a future filled with
unknowns, our mindfulness of God
helps us become aware of the significance of serendipity—of people, places,
encounters and opportunities that we
might otherwise miss or dismiss. I
sense God plays with us more than
we realize—that the divine Presence is
constantly being revealed in overlooked moments. Divine mindfulness
allows us to perceive how God is present with us providing purpose behind
everything we do. With the eyes of
faith, we are able to see how we are a
part of a greater Whole to bring love, compassion, and healing to this world, to serve and assist others,
to become agents of mercy to lift others from despair, often by giving witness of God’s presence in human life as a justice-seeker and peace-maker. In addition, through the eyes of faith, we can appreciate
every other living thing on earth has value and a place because it is a gift from the creative spirit of God.
Without the inter-relational and causal perspective of faith, I often wonder if we would make these connections, considering life, instead, to be nothing more than a series of random events and circumstances.
To trust God in this way brings a satisfying knowledge in this coming year that each day has
purpose and value that are yet to be discovered. Mystery exists in not knowing how things will play out,
to be sure; yet, not one that inspires anxiety or fear, but rather piques interest and intrigue as we wait to
see how things will unfold in God’s providential grace. The days with God’s presence await us. As long
as we are living out the future in the company of the One who gave us life, not a day will pass which
won’t contain its own meaning and value. That makes every New Year a true gift of time.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who, over the summer,
have had recent surgery, been in the hospital, received treatment, in
rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at home: Janine Holt,
Maureen Block, Joan Laursen, Ginny Colbeth, Matt Kimball,
Wilfred Johnson, Anita Anderson, Ruth Hodgson, Arlene
Stamm, Thelma Waterman, Marilyn Leonard, and Roger Floyd.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Steve & Beth Kanyock, upon the sudden
unexpected passing of Steve’s father, following a mid-December routine surgery.
Several of our church members have relatives who have been impacted by illness or surgery: Chris Butta’s mother, Doris King; Dale Salmonsen’s father, and
her daughter, Christine; Maddie Lewis’ nephew, Marc; Bert Kelley’s sons, Michael
and Peter; and Frank Lewis’ spouse, Lori and brother, Tom. We pray for blessings
upon them all.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Betty
Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New
London).

Co-Op Youth Souper Suppers
Wednesday, February 4, 2015
5:00—6:30 pm
Noank Baptist Church

Friday, February 6, 2015
5:00—6:30 pm
Poquonnock Bridge Baptist
Church

All are welcome. Eat well and support our youth!

THE CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE
Thanks to all who purchased gifts for the Christmas Giving Tree! We were able to
help families with approximately 65 gifts. Because of your help, Christmas was
much brighter for these families and their children.

RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES
OFFERING (RMMO)
A big THANK YOU to all who contributed to RMMO. As of this
date, we have collected $1,981 to be distributed to retired
ministers and missionaries or their widowed spouses.
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Children and Family Ministries
Community Christmas Craft Night
Community Christmas Craft Night was a magical evening. More than 50 children brought their grown-ups to
share in the festivities. Many were participating for the first
time and said that they look forward to coming to Spring
Craft Night, also. Original works of art were created with
glue, buttons, cotton, and glitter…..lots of glitter! It was a
fun night!

A heartfelt thank you to Lisa
Knobloch and her team of volunteers! It is the dedication of these
folks sharing their time and enthusiasm that makes this night possible!

Overheard in Lighthouse Cove

On the first Sunday of Advent we were talking about Hope. One little guy shared, “I hope for a dog,
but I’m not so sure how Daddy is gonna feel about that.”
Please check out the bulletin board in the Vestry to see messages of wisdom from our children
about Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love.
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A Whirlpool dryer repair was made at the Church Street House by Morgan
& White. The suggested property budget, for this fiscal 2015 have been
prepared and submitted to the Finance Committee.
We had a small water leak in the tower ceiling related to a T-Mobile
installation of a GPS antenna. We also had strong northeast wind and rain
storms recently. Frank Lewis reported leakage in the following areas, as is no
surprise:
North window and overhead vent in steeple (old)
North vent in main attic (old)
Floor of vestry
Northeast closet (expected)
Floor of north boiler room (expected)

Thus far, the Sunday school and kitchen ceiling in the northeast corner have been dry, which
pleases us.
Parking for the Holiday Bazaar went smoothly with a large volume of cars, which hopefully
contributed to a successful event. There were some frustrations, with a few drivers parking
inconsiderately when not watched closely.
Both Property Coordinators are retiring from the Council this month. Here is a brief summary
of their duties for the benefit of any new volunteers:

There are two Property Coordinators who serve as members of the NBC Council for a two-year
term. They share responsibility for monitoring conditions and directing maintenance of churchowned property, including the Meeting House, Parsonage, Church Street House, Main Street House
(sometimes), garage, parking lot, grounds and fences. They meet with the Council monthly to report
activity and operate with a budget for each fiscal year. They communicate with Sextons to resolve
maintenance problems and authorize invoices for the Finance Committee.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ed Johnson, Vince Spunar
On a glorious Saturday, November 22, the 69th Annual Holiday Bazaar was
held throughout the church and it was a huge success. Thank you to all who
contributed. The Bazaar made well over the line item amount of $15,000.
Thank you to Kristen Negaard O’Brien for heading up the Silent Auction
which had over 300 items for sale. She led a very profitable part of the sale.
The 70th Annual Holiday Bazaar will be held on the Saturday before Thanksgiving, November 21,
2015. Please contact Betsey Goetsch if you would be willing to be the Chairperson for next year.
Respectfully Submitted
Betsey Goetsch
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Habitat for Humanity
Cars for Homes™
The Cars for Homes Program accepts so
much more than cars. They will pick up and
auction your unwanted car, truck, RV, boat,
farm or construction equipment, motorcycle
(running or not) and donate the proceeds to
HFHECT. For more information, call
1-877-277-4344 or visit www.habitatect.org
and click on the Cars for Homes logo on the
right.

Page 6

Habitat for Humanity
Completed Homes
Habitat for Humanity has completed two new
home construction projects: 344 Maple
Avenue in Montville, 111 Flanders Road in
Niantic and one home rehabilitation at 151
Lincoln Avenue in New London. All of these
homes represent an incredible community
effort combining generous funding, donations
of property and, of course, thousands of
volunteer construction hours.

St. Francis House 15th Anniversary
St. Francis House is a faith based non-profit organization that has a mission of
supporting the community through prayer and action. This fall’s Clarification of
Thought series has focused on “Exploring our Presence in the World”. “Presence” is
a soul-ful word. “Practicing the Presence” is a phrase often used to describe the
way the Holy Spirit informs our day to day interactions with neighbors,
colleagues and indeed with members of the St. Francis House community itself. This theme has
coincided nicely with our 15th Anniversary, as well as the spring’s reflection on what it means to
be an intentional community founded on Christian foundations in the name of St. Francis and in
the tradition of both the Catholic Worker movement and Gandhian nonviolence.
Noank Baptist member, Cal Robertson, recently moved into St. Francis House after the death
of his mother. Cal could be seen at the gate of the Submarine Base in Groton, the Court House in
New London and the Soldiers and Sailors Monument in downtown New London holding signs
about ending a war. When asked how long he had been protesting, Cal would quickly say “Not
protesting Brother; Witnessing for peace”. When holding a conversation with Cal, instead of saying
“goodbye”, his reply would be “Keep Your Eyes on the Prize”.
St. Francis House started the fall series with a session on “Porch Duty”. Cal and his colleagues
have been anchoring a peace witness on the porch. Cal and Mike Hatt are interested in starting a
Veterans for Peace chapter and recent developments growing out of our hosting a community
circle gathering when the Buddhist peace pilgrims came last spring, indicate that we may be on
embarking on a new commitment to being peacemakers.
St. Francis House is grateful to all of you for your ongoing presence of support! We look
forward to your continued support as we continue our presence in this part of God’s vineyard.
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The Annual AGO Children’s Choir Festival—January 25, 2015
The Annual AGO Children’s Choir Festival will be presented on January 25, 2015 at 4:00 pm at
the Old Lyme Congregational Church. Scott Weaver will be passing out registration forms to
the Youth Choir members. Hopefully there will be a good representation from Noank Baptist.
There will be three prepared combined choir pieces, as well as one anthem, presented by each
choir (optional). The festival will be under the capable direction of Jess Glaude of Christ Church,
Norwich and accompanied by Simon Holt of the Old Lyme Congregational Church. Proceeds of
this event will go to the Bitgood Scholarship award. There are usually 100+ children attending this
annual event. Children will leave from church together, have lunch (details on lunch to follow),
proceed to the Old Lyme Church for registration and rehearsals. The festival service is at 4:00 pm.
Registration deadline is January 14. Please mark your calendars now and try to keep the date

The Mystic Area Ecumenical Council Children’s
Choir Festival—March 13-15, 2015
This year's festival will be held at St. Mary's Church in Groton. The festival will include adult
singers as well as children and youth. Victor C. Johnson will be the guest festival director. Victor
is a native of Dallas, Texas, and is currently in his 12th year of teaching at the Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts. He is also in his twelfth year as director of the Children’s Choir of Texas.
Victor attended the University of Texas at Arlington where he majored in music education with a
concentration in organ. While attending UTA, he served as student conductor of the university’s
choral ensembles and opera workshop accompanist. He was also honored with the awards of
“Outstanding Music Freshman” in 1997 and also “Outstanding Musician” in 2001. As a composer, Victor has won numerous composition contests and has received ASCAP Awards for the past
12 years. His first piece was published in 1994, while he was a sophomore in high school. To
date, he has over 200 octavos and choral products in the catalogs of Heritage Music Press, The
Lorenz Corporation, Chorister’s Guild, SoundForth, and Hal Leonard Corporation.
The Corner Closet is full of winter clothing for adults and children. Please
come in and browse. Our hours are: Wednesday and Saturday 10am to 12 pm;
and Friday 1-4 pm.
All of our clothing has been donated and sorted by our volunteers. Monies
from any sales are given to various projects in the church and around the
community.
Thank you to all the volunteers who have made the
Corner Closet a success throughout the year.

The Mystic Area Ecumenical Council Annual Meeting
Friday, January 23 at the Mystic Congregational Church
6:00 pm potluck dinner
7:00 pm Worship & Presentation of the
2015 Neil & Pat Kluepfel Community Service Award
to Julia Evans, Congregational Church of North Stonington
All are welcome to come!
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December Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk
The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 3,
2014 with 16 members present. The minutes from the November meeting
were approved as corrected.
Council Members
The proposed wording for the definition of the Worship
and Arts Committee to replace Music Committee in the
Moderator:
Chris Butta
By-Laws was reviewed and recommended to move forward for
Clerk:
Bonnie Banks
approval at the Annual Meeting. The proposed new wording
Treasurer:
Jane Templeton
will be included in the weekly bulletin and Anchor in the weeks
Asst Treas:
Debbie Bates
prior to the meeting to allow for review and comment in
Finance:
Nancy Gilmore
advance.
Carol Spunar
The Personnel Policy is planned to be reviewed by the
Property:
Ed Johnson
council
and voted on for approval at the next meeting with
Vince Spunar
congregational affirmation sought at the Annual Meeting in late
Spiritual Life: Marti Bradshaw
January, 2015.
(interim)
Mary Harris
The finance committee reported continued issues with
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch
expenses exceeding income but with the extremely successful
David Williams
Holiday Bazaar, the deficit is down considerably. Mission
Staff Relations: Kim Johnson
payments that have been delayed or reduced will be made up
At Large:
Cyp Cyr
by the end of the year. Careful consideration needs to be given
Steve Gordon
to the budget for 2015 to avoid the shortfall in the future. The
Sherrie Neilson
Stewardship Campaign had a reasonably good start. It is
Jennifer O’Donnell
hoped that more pledges will be received by the end of the year
to help in developing a reasonable budget. It was agreed that
the extra money left in the Pew Cushion Fund may be used to reupholster a chair in the parlor.
The Spiritual Life Coordinator reported that over 50 children attended the recent craft night.
The children are now preparing for the Christmas Eve Nativity. The Co-op Youth will be Caroling
on December 16th.
The Property Ministry continues to be very busy with maintenance on the church properties.
Budget proposals for 2015 have been submitted.
As noted, the Holiday Bazaar was a great success thanks to Betsey Goetsch, Kristen O’Brien
and all those who donated items and worked tirelessly to bring it all together. The Christmas
Giving Tree will again be set up in the Narthex for those who would like to help provide Christmas
gifts for some families who are in need this year. Gifts must be returned by December 21.
Alterations to the new Baptistery Curtain continue to be made. Hats for Hope has provided a large
number of hats to help keep those in need warm during the upcoming cold months. Contact
Sandy Mansfield if you would like to help. The Corner Closet is supplied with winter clothes.
Contact Betsey Goetsch if you know of anyone in need of clothing.
A liaison between the church and the Thames River Family Program and residents of Church
Street house has been identified.
Pastor Hayes remains very busy with activities with various religious associations, visiting
homebound and hospitalized members, and providing counseling support. Plans for seasonal
activities are shaping up with readers for the late Christmas Eve service still being sought. The
Noank Community Carol Sing is being organized for Saturday December 20th at 3 pm.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 7th at 7 pm. All are
welcome to attend. Full council meeting minutes are available upon request.
The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 25th following worship.
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Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

We are OSCA

OSCA launched in September 2009 and has enjoyed steady growth of membership
through these years. OSCA is a non-profit, membership association, designed to
enrich the lives of seniors in Mystic, Noank, Groton Long Point, Mumford Cove
and Stonington. With guidance from a coordinator, neighbors help other neighbors
stay in their homes.
The OSCA mission is to create a community dedicated to helping members connect to
people, activities and services that enable them to stay in their own homes, enjoy their community
and find answers to challenges that aging can bring. Our OSCA members (see current list below)
are THE most important part of OSCA!
Please consider joining this exciting organization. We invite you to call or email Stephanie
Panagos, OSCA Coordinator, if you have any questions, concerns or suggestions. Stephanie is at
(860) 271-1681 or OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com.
Ida Aguiar

Diana Gill

James and Bonnie Nault

Zurka Alfeiri

William & Lois Glazier

Cristenzia “Cris” Nye

Stephen Allen

John Gordon & Rose Corbett Gordon

Neal O’Connell

Frederic and Anita Anderson

Juanita Haines

Roger and Glenda Panciera

Lynn Anderson

Virginia Haines

John and Mary Katherine Porter

Janet Avery

Barrie and Judith Hesp

Julia Porter

Tom Baker

Judy Hicks

Gloria Riley

Arthur and Jean Barton

Ruth Hodgson

Linda Robbins

Barbara Batell

James and Ruth Hoffman

William and Jennifer Roehl

Tim and Debbie Bates

William and Louise Hoffman

John and Janet Schloss

Wayne A. Boettner

Eleanor Jamieson

Robert and Renate Schneider

Joan Butler

Carl B. Kaufmann

Barbara Servidio

Nancy Codeanne

Virginia Kinet

Anne Sharpe

Harry and Nancy Conolly

Sara Lathrop

J. Niel Spillane

Arnold and Janet Crossman

Robert and Judith Leeney

Joan St. John

Errol and Alicia Crossman

Marjorie W. LeGeyt

Jack and Arlene Stamm

Sam and Carolyn Crowley

Alice Lettrich

Delma Stonley

Diane and Carlos DeJesus

Leda Lord

Marie Stubbs

Ann den Tex

Susan Lund

Steven and Mary Taylor

Julia Doering

Tom and Kathy Manning

Brian and Joan Thorp

Edward and Barbara Eckelmeyer

Lynne Marshall & John Harland

Betty Tylaska

James and Isabelle English

Michael and Carol McBee

Lissa van Dyke

William Everett

Peter and Joy Molloy

Muriel Walker

Frederic and Eleanor Fischer

Biddle and JoAnn Morris

Charles and Eleanor Wenderoth

Patsy Fritzsche

