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Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT
860.536.7129

www.noankbaptistchurch.org

NOVEMBER 2015
The Power of Caring — An Hour of Sharing
On Sunday, November 15, we will gather to worship and consider the
financial support each of us can offer to support the ministries and mission of our church in 2016. Collectively, we are responsible for funding
the budget, which allows us to have the high quality programs, staff, and
outreach, as well as to maintain our Meetinghouse. We ask that each person consider what they can do to help underwrite these costs and make a
pledge so the Church Council can develop of realistic budget for the year.
You will receive a letter and pledge card in the mail. Please bring it with
you on Pledge Sunday and fulfill it over the coming year. You will be
blessed as you help support Christ’s beloved community in Noank!

70th Annual Holiday Bazaar
Saturday
November 21
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Silent Auction; Crafts; Christmas Ornaments; Knitted &
Crocheted Items; Jewelry; Cheese; Baked Items; Herbs;
Wreaths; Jams & Jellies and So Much More!!!
Lunch from 11:30 am to 1:00pm
Silent Auction Bidding Ends at 2:00 pm

DECEMBER 6—RETIRED MINISTERS AND
MISSIONARIES OFFERING
Since1935, American Baptist have contributed to special
offerings received in their churches for retired ABC
ministers and missionaries or their widowed spouses. In
1977, American Baptist Churches USA launched the
Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering (RMMO) to
continue this tradition of thanks. Today, RMMO is a tangible way for the American Baptist congregations to say THANK YOU for the commitment, service and spiritual guidance of retired
ministers, missionaries and their widowed spouses. Envelopes will be enclosed in the December
newsletter for your convenience.
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I am told by my mother that I was present for my birth, but honestly, I don’t recall much
from that particular moment. Family lore has it that I was a pretty ugly baby—bright ruddy complexion, jet black hair, and a scowl which indicated that I preferred the womb over reality (a
characteristic my politically conservative brothers claim is still true).
I was birthed in a two-room, four-bed hospital in the small, rural town of Milo, Maine—
delivered by a modestly primitive practitioner, whose forceps doubled as kitchen tongs and who
forced breech babies back into the womb until they could somersault. Apparently, I came head
first into the world with every intention of staking my claim, but soon after my initial descent, due to my inability to keep food down, I was whisked away to the regional hospital an hour away in Bangor to be properly
treated. You might think my parents would have come along for the ride, but in those days and in rural Maine,
medical services didn’t worry about customer service. The nurse handed my baby clothes off to my tearful
mother and reassured her that I’d be back in a week or so, arriving safely by parcel post. I, of course, don’t remember any of this nor was I psychologically traumatized, albeit for my lifelong fetish for hospital nurses with
whom I apparently bonded.
Cheekiness aside, like most people, I don’t have clear memories of my earliest days—most of it is
shrouded in mystery, only imagined from stories shared by those who were present, whose subjectivity has
been long accepted as fact. The memories I personally have are of later incidents and situations involving
those who made up my world: mainly family members and relatives, schoolmates, friends, and neighbors.
Most of the stories I recall are those which reveal something about my relationship with my siblings and friends
or with my parents. The mundane things are long forgotten in favor of stories that left an impression and gave
me a sense of who I am within this family household. Even then, what I recall is only a patchwork of family
lore, not a linear, chronological account of my life. It may not pass as “history” per se, but it’s how my story is
told.
I share this because personal storytelling is how much of the Bible was formulated. Similar to the typical recollections people have of their own early life, the stories of Scripture are, for the most part, a patchwork
of “family lore” that reveals certain characteristics and relationships of the people of Israel (and later, early
Christians). As I see it, it’s hard to presume that what lies in our sacred texts are literal accounts of what actually occurred; what we have are largely memories and reflections, poetry and prose, on what it meant to the
storytellers and their audiences.
For me, this makes the Bible much easier to interpret when it is read imaginatively rather than literally.
For example, the opening chapters of Genesis aren’t meant to be descriptive accounts or “science,” rather,
they are intended as imaginative metaphors shrouded in mystery about the origins of the earth and the relationships within the created order, including the moral development of humankind. Likewise, very few of the
tales of the Patriarchs, exodus from Egypt, and legends of the pre-monarchical judges and kings can be substantiated by archaeological or historical evidence. Why? Because they didn’t originate from the referenced
period as objective reports. Instead, they were folk stories often redacted to inform later audiences in Israel’s
history or even created to be moral lessons by Jewish storytellers from the era of the Babylonian exile, who
were composing the story of their people.
Myth and metaphor have been widely used down through the ages with little concern about stories
being perceived as untrue anymore than, let’s say, my vague memories of childhood are false accounts of what
occurred in my life. Neither one may be entirely accurate, but they are remembered for what they mean to
the storyteller and audience and how they illustrate the relationships and circumstances that provide them
their identity. Subjectivity shapes both perspectives and it is subjectivity which makes them true (i.e., this is
“my” story as I choose to tell it).
When stories are allowed to serve as metaphors, I find they are remarkably accessible to people and
end up telling more about those they illustrate. The audience is free to imagine what the person or people
were like relative to what brings forth meaning. It makes no difference to anyone but the storyteller or audience whether the tales they tell are true in everyone’s view. They are perfectly true to those who find meaning
in what’s conveyed. When all is said and done, the meanings, to a person or tradition, are what make stories
memorable, believable, and true—enough to make them seem even sacred.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at
home: Ruth Hodgson, Carol Brown, Barbara Eckelmeyer, Lori Lewis,
Matt Kimball, Forbes Meston, Gary Reas, Joanne Hart, Ginny Colbeth,
Lynn Leech, Diana & Cecil Miller, and Tom Lewis.
Congratulations to Scott & Sharon Gordon, upon the arrival of their daughter,
Carmina Mae, who was born on September 28. The grandparents include Steve & Pat Gordon
and uncle, aunt, and cousin, Rob, Kelly, & Danika Taylor. All are well and happy!
Our condolences are expressed to Brian & Kate Straub and family upon the sudden passing of Brian’s father, Roland Straub, on October 7. Brian also lost his nephew, Jason, in an accident in Texas in late September.
Kudos to Paul Hayes, who co-edited and contributed to Engaging the Jubilee, which is a recently published collection of papers from the Freedom & Justice Division of the Baptist World
Alliance.
Our thoughts and prayers continue to be with Cindy Howard, Raymond Bogue, & Linda (Peter) Lebejko and family, upon the death of their mother, Anna Bogue, who passed away
on Sunday, October 18.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Mimi Avery (at home),
Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene Brustolon (at home), Ken Knobloch (at
home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New
London).
The members and friends of Noank Baptist Church are cordially invited to attend the
wedding ceremony for Katie Butta and Jake Wood, to be held in the church sanctuary,
Saturday, November 14 at 2:00 pm. Gifts are unnecessary, just your presence!

Sacred Centering
Come to the quiet. Set aside all your “doing” and make time for “being”. Join in the sacred circle of candlelight, chant, silence and prayer. Center yourself in the sacred.
Join us in Church Parlor § Wednesday, November 11

§ 7:00 pm—7:30 pm

December Newsletter
Due to the Thanksgiving holiday schedule, the deadline for submission of
articles for the December newsletter will be Friday, November 13 and folding
and mailing of the newsletters will be on Wednesday, November 18.
CROP WALK
The CROP Walk sponsored by the Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC) was held on Sunday,
October 18. The walkers from our church were Sandy Mansfield, Mary Harris, Erin Wyman,
Steve Taylor and his dog, and Leah Galouzis. They raised over $900. CROP Walks help fight
hunger around the world, including the United States. 25% of the money raised is used for local
hunger fighting initiatives. Our church, led by Marge Murdock, Kit Torchia and Gloria
Marshall provided refreshments to about 50 of the walkers. Thanks to all who provided baked
goods and who sponsored walkers.
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Children and Family Ministries

Baked Potato Bash
Sunday, November 8 @ 11:00 am
NBC Vestry
The Baked Potato Bash was a huge success last year. The children did a wonderful job
of serving the potatoes and everyone had a great time.
We will once again be serving wonderful baked potatoes after worship on Sunday, November 8.
There will be a “Baked Potato Bar” plus meat and vegetarian chili with your choice of toppings.
Coffee, tea, cider and desserts are included.
All donations benefit the Groton Community Meals Program.

Community Christmas Craft Night

Tuesday, December 8 6:30 to 8:00 pm
Free!
Crafts for ages preschool to high school
Make sure your family holiday plans include participation in our annual
Community Christmas Craft Night.
This year it will be held on the evening of December 8 from 6:30-8:00 pm. Many of our NBC
faithful volunteer their time and open their hearts to participate in leading crafts for our kids. It is
lots of fun and also very practical. The creations the children make are super gifts for them to
share with their loved ones for the holiday season.
Stop in and share the joy of the season! Spread the word to your family, neighbors and friends.

All are welcome!!!

We need your help on Sundays
Children & Family Ministries are looking for Sunday School interim substitutes for
high school class. If you can help, please speak with Sue Robinson.
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Saturday, November 21, 2015

9 am to 3 pm

The 2015 Holiday Bazaar is only 21 days away!
We have all been busy with summer activities.
Time is running out. Have you called and offered
your talent, skill, or time to one of our hard working
chairpersons? Everyone needs help. Please help

Name

Phone #

Table

Betsey Goetsch

860-235-2729

Chairperson

Joyce Sturman

860-599-8427

Baked goods and food

Lynn Anderson

860-536-0851

Personalized and handmade tree ornaments

Jane Templeton

860-961-3975

Herbs, wreaths, preserves, jams, jellies, pickles

Barbara Williams

860-536-4503

Live greens—bags & arrangements

Sally Starzec
Shirley Sebastian

860-536-0669
860-460-6121

Jewelry

Beth Kanyock

860-245-2002

Publicity

Bonnie Banks

860-536-6048

Knitted mittens, scarves, hats, sweaters, afghans, and
items for infants, children and adults

Doug Mansfield

860-445-6208

Luncheon

Kristen Negaard
O’Brien
Joan Thorp
Marge Murdock

860-885-4629

Silent Auction; services and items (from restaurants,
stores, shops, individual items)
Buy It Now!
Candy, fudge, chocolate and other types of candy

Tim Bates
John Goetsch

860-536-4747
860-739-5150

Cheese - fine cheddar and other cheeses

Jim Douglass

860-536-6652

Coffee, cider and donuts

Evening Circle Betsey Goetsch

860-235-2729

Handcrafted Items

Pat Gordon

860-445-2723

Fine gifts—china, pewter, silver, antiques

Sandy Mansfield

860-445-6208

Christmas holiday decorations and accessories—used
& new

860-536-8273
860-536-2301

We are asking for your help. If you have any items that can be used for sale at the Holiday
Bazaar, please leave them in the church office Monday-Friday 9 am to 2 pm or contact Betsey
Goetsch and she will pick them up. They are as follows:
New knitted items
Handmade crafts
Jams and jellies
Fine gifts
Used or new Christmas ornaments
If you have any items for the Silent Auction, a box will be available in the chapel with donor
sheets. Please fill in the donor sheet and tape it to the item.
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Groton Human Services
Thanksgiving Basket Program
Groton Human Services is requesting help in collecting food for their
annual Thanksgiving Basket Distribution Program. This year they need the
help of our community more than ever to help fill Thanksgiving baskets for
500 Groton families who are struggling to make ends meet.
The following items are needed:
Frozen Turkey or Gift Cards
Canned Fruit & Vegetables
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Canned Yams
Stuffing Mix
Cranberry Sauce
Gravy
Pie Fillings & Dessert Items
Cereal
Monetary Donations towards the purchase of turkey gift cards
Food items for Thanksgiving Baskets are needed by November 17
Donations should be dropped off at:
Groton Human Services, 2 Fort Hill Road
Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm
For additional information, please call 860-441-6760

Hats for Hope
This is our 6th year of the Hats for Hope Project. Our mission goal last
year far exceeded our expectations and we need your help again. We
need helping hands (knitters, crocheters, creative persons regardless of
gender). We need both adult and children size hats.
We distribute between 300 and 400 hats each year to the Cancer Society, homeless shelters,
W.A.R.M, community kitchens, children’s hospitals and various schools to be distributed to
children who are need of a warm hat.
This will be an ongoing project, since cancer never stops and hats get lost. With winter coming,
this would be the ideal time to sit in your warm home and knit/crochet hats.
Donations of yarn (no wool please) are appreciated. Please call Sandy Mansfield @ 860-445-6208
with any questions or if you need yarn or a pattern for this project.
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Property Report

September / October 2015
Guardian Pest Control made their last visit for the season. At this time there is
a small amount of activity in one of the bait stations. This was noted, and will
be rechecked in the spring.
The Noank Fire Marshal inspected the meeting house and noted two very minor issues. Both
were corrected by the next day to the fire marshal’s satisfaction.
Rain leaks continue to be an issue. Action is being taken to correct the leaking water issue
before it can do additional damage. Mark Robinson has been contracted to repair three rotted
window frames in the southeast corner of the meeting house. Mark has also been contracted to
repair two areas of the parking lot.
T-Mobile installed two FCC required antenna warning signs on each side of the steeple. T-Mobile
was gracious enough to install the signs below the louvers and low enough that they are not visible
from the ground.

Main Street House
One of the properties owned by Noank Baptist Church is Main
Street House located on the corner of Sylvan St. and Main St. in
Noank. The old American Legion house was purchased by Chip
Anderson and given to the church in 1966 for use in housing the
elderly. That use did not materialize and eventually a group
established the Noank Baptist Group Homes to serve
adolescent children in 1973.
Noank Baptist Group Homes is now Noank Community
Support Services (NCSS), which not only operates a program in Main Street House, but programs
in two other buildings in the area: High Street House in Mystic and Gray Farm in Ledyard.
The program provides trauma-informed, gender-responsive and culturally-sensitive therapeutic
group home level of care for adolescent girls ages 13-21 in the care of DCF (Department of
Children and Families). The girls have behavioral health diagnoses and NCSS provides: 24/7
staffing; individual therapy; family therapy; group clinical therapy; life skills training; educational
support; recreational activities; mentoring; and reunification to identified kin or foster care.
Noank Community Support Services is looking for Board members for the agency. We meet once
a month, every third Tuesday at 6 pm. If interested in becoming a Board member, please contact
Regina Moller at 860-333-7623.
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MISSION NEWS
Andover Newton Theological School in Newton Massachusetts
is one of the institutions our church supports with our mission
dollars. A recent newsletter shared quotes from students and a
professor regarding why Andover Newton is so important to

them.
Robert Hyde, Class of 2014, spoke about his experience of visiting Myanamar through an
Andover Newton border crossing immersion class. He said, “ It was at Andover Newton where I
was taught a perspective, shown a new perception of how to have the eyes to see and the ears to
hear what is truly important, what truly matters in life in each moment, people relationships, love,
compassion, Christ. To change perception is to change the world, one mission at a time.”
Associate Professor of Christian Ethics, MT Davila, celebrated the school’s consistent history
of “showing up” at times that demanded witness—from early abolitionists, to marching in Selma,
to protesting violence in Ferguson. She said, “We identify places where there is human suffering
and cross to the other side of the road to attend to that suffering. We also help people interpret
the road, describe what is happening, and understand how to be agents of change.”
Ensign Sarah Jo Gomez-Lorraine, Class of 2016, said that “before coming to Andover
Newton I was accepted by another seminary that then reversed their decision when they learned I
was gay. I cried, prayed, called my Mom, and then started to make phone calls. I knew nothing
about Andover Newton but hearing that voice on the other end of the phone say, ‘I am so sorry
that happened to you. That should never happen to anyone,’ I knew this was the place that I
wanted to come to learn. Once, in a very dangerous moment of my naval flight training, an
instructor grabbed my flight vest and yelled, ‘I will not let you fail!’ Andover Newton is the
institution that allows me as a gay military Chaplain to hear the words, ‘I will not let you fail.’”
These people are living examples of the kind of inspiring leaders we have in mind—the kind of
inspiring leaders the world so needs in this time.
Our church can be proud that we have contributed in some small way in the training of leaders
in these difficult times.






Habitat for Humanity Wish List
A carpet cleaner donated or to be borrowed- for use in
the office
New/gently used digital cameras that hold AA batteries - to keep on the build sites
Rechargeable AA batteries and charger - for cameras on build sites
4 narrow tables - for use in the board room / training room

If you would like to donate any of these items please contact 860-442-7890 and let them know that
you have something that you would like to donate that you saw was needed on the Wish List.
Donate your Cabinets
The Habitat for Humanity ReStore values your gently used cabinets.
Your donated cabinets will help us raise the funds to build decent
affordable shelter in partnership with families in need in our local area.
Generate revenue to build decent shelter and keep usable merchandise out of our landfills
Your contractor will uninstall your cabinets
Your donation may be tax deductible
Our Habitat truck will pick up your cabinets
Please let your contractor know you are interested in donating your cabinets then call us at
860-437-3422 to arrange a pick-up. We can answer any questions you might have about your
cabinet condition and scheduling.
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October Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk

The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, October 7, 2015
with 11 members present. The minutes from the September 2, 2015 meeting
were approved.
In preparation for election of new council members in January, the slate of
current members and their term expiration dates are being reviewed along with
position descriptions so that potential new board members may be
Council Members
recruited as needed.
Moderator: Chris Butta
Beginning Wednesday, October 14, Sacred Centering, a monthly
Clerk:
Bonnie Banks
contemplative
service led by Sue Robinson will be held in the Parlor. This
Treasurer:
Jane Templeton
Asst Treas: Debbie Bates
program is planned to continue on the second Wednesday of each month
Finance:
Nancy Gilmore
and is expected to last for approximately a half hour.
Carol Spunar
The Tree of Life presentation will be held on Tuesday, October 20,
Property:
Carl Brustolon
hosting Gideon Levy, an Israeli Jewish journalist and Suhail Sami Khalilieh,
Brian Straub
Spiritual Life: Marti Bradshaw
a West Bank Palestinian. They will be joined by a Palestinian musician.
Mary Harris
ABCCONN is sponsoring a day of training workshops for lay persons
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch
on
Saturday, October 24. Kent LaGasse will be presenting a workshop on
Steve Gordon
ministering
to people with PTSD in congregations. A variety of other topStaff Relations: Open
ics are being offered and open to anyone interested in attending. Contact
At Large:
Cyp Cyr
Sherrie Neilson
Pastor Hayes for more details.
Jennifer O’Donnell
A series of three classes for people who are exploring membership has
Jennifer Wilbur
been developed by the Deacons and will be initiated beginning October 18
for three consecutive weeks. The classes are expected to last no more than
one hour and are not a commitment to membership but rather an
exploration of what membership at Noank Baptist Church means.
Finance reported that although bills continue to be paid on time and mission payments are beginning to
be made, income continues to be below budget and is actually lower than this time last year. This typically is
a difficult time of year for finances with some income being made up with the Holiday Bazaar and
individuals who provide annual pledges contributing at the end of the year. A request for those who
contribute annually to make their contribution early this year will be made along with a suggestion that those
who make annual contributions consider making quarterly contributions in future years to help offset the
third quarter decline.
The Worship and Arts Committee has been a bit slow starting up due to scheduling problems.
The Sunday School program is underway with enthusiasm for the new structure and curriculum being
used. The students in grades K thru 2 are using “Godly Play” in their very exciting classroom. The children
are contributing by reading a bible story at the Sunday service. Additionally the High School level students
will lead Light House Cove on the 3rd Sunday of each month.
The music program is underway under the Wyman’s direction. Feedback from the congregation is
requested regarding the choir leading the hymns and responses from the front of the church, facing the
congregation as well as the youth choir performances every other Sunday.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry remains active, meeting Tuesday mornings from 10:30 to noon in the parlor.
All are welcome to attend. Yarn and needles are available for anyone who would like to help make prayer
shawls. If you don’t know how to knit and would like to learn, members are happy to teach you. Anyone
who is not able to attend the meetings but would like to knit or crochet a prayer shawl are also welcome.
Work will commence soon to repair three of the windows in the meeting house as well as to patch some
areas of the parking lot. Routine inspections of the meeting house have been conducted with corrective
actions taken as needed.
Attempts to recruit someone to chair the parking lot task force continues. Volunteers who have stepped
forward to assist in removing the trees on the parsonage property in preparation for the project are working
to schedule a date available to all.
Plans for the Holiday Bazaar on November 21st are moving along well. Volunteers to assist for one or
more hour at the various tables, as well as people to assist with cleanup after the bazaar, are needed.
The Quarterly Business Meeting will be held at 7 pm on October 28 in the vestry, following a potluck
supper and hymn sing. The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 4, 2015 at
7 pm. All are welcome to attend. Full council meeting minutes are available upon request.

Respectfully submitted
Bonnie Banks

November 2015

The NBC Anchor

Page 10

Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

OSCA celebrated the 6th Anniversary of its launch in September. The
organization has not only grown in membership numbers since its launch back in
2009, but in its service offerings too!
Our very active members enjoy monthly outings, dinner and lunch groups and more! To help our
members stay safe in their homes, our Helping Hands Team is willing and able to help with small
jobs around the home. And, of course, members can access rides with volunteers to medical
appointments.
It is also OSCA’s mission to make sure its members know about important resources in the
community. For example, in a recent newsletter, OSCA urged its member to call Ledge Light
Health District for a free safety evaluation. The newsletter article appears below.
Don’t become a statistic!

Call LLHD today for a free safety evaluation!
Did you know that one out of three seniors fall yearly? Falls in seniors aged 65 years and over is a
public health issue as it is the leading cause of unintentional deaths in Connecticut. Falls can cause
debilitating injuries, loss of independence, often death and are financially costly. Falls are
preventable.
Have you had a fall recently? Are you more than 65 years old? Do you take more than three
medicines? Is walking becoming harder? Do you have problems getting to the toilet on time? Do
you have trouble with your vision? Are you afraid of having a fall? If you answered yes to any of
these questions, you may be at risk for falling. Luckily, most falls are preventable.
Ledge Light Health District’s “Seniors Standing Strong” program offers a FREE In-Home Safety
evaluation to help prevent falls. To schedule an appointment, please call them at (860) 4484882. Don’t become a statistic—call today!
Please consider becoming a member of OSCA if you have not already joined. You may not think
you are “ready yet” to receive rides and services. That’s fine, but are you “ready” to be part of an
active group of seniors, helping and caring for each other and enjoying each other’s company? Try
it, you’ll like it!
For information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681 or
email to OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com.
Respectfully Submitted
Stephanie Panagos

