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Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT
860.536.7129

www.noankbaptistchurch.org

MAY 2016
Church World Service
BLANKET SUNDAYS
May 1 and May 8
Do you need a way to honor a mother, sister, aunt, grandmother, friend?
You can do so by buying a Mother’s Day card for $5 and that buys a warm
blanket for Church World Service (CWS) to distribute to victims of disasters such as hurricanes,
tornados, and earthquakes. The blankets are also given to refugees who are fleeing violence in their
countries. The cards will be available in the Narthex both before and after church on May 1
and May 8. Please feel free to purchase more than one card. Our church in the past has
purchased over 100 blankets. In 2015, Church World Service collected 7,820 blankets nationwide.
For over 60 years, Church World Services (CWS) has worked in partnership with local
communities to identify their needs and access the resources they need to build the foundation for
a more viable future, including emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster.

Restoring the Soul:
A Veteran’s Pilgrimmage to Vietnam
Sunday, May 22, 7:00 pm
Noank Baptist Church
Len Raymond lives at St. Francis House in New London and works part-time at the Homeless
Hospitality Center. He is an avid student of restorative practices, a way of promoting a sense
of community within a group. He is also a Vietnam veteran and a year ago he went back to
Vietnam for a 10-week sabbatical to put his war years experience in a new light. His 22 year
old daughter was able to spend 4 weeks with him on the trip. In anticipation before going, he
wrote a haiku poem:
Brightness in shower
Moldy curtain thrown away
Going to Hanoi
Len will be presenting photos, short videos and
reflections of his trip. All are welcome.
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Over the past year or two, I (like many in Noank) have been observing two local houses being
deliberately and painstakingly restored by their owners. One is on the corner of Mosher and
Elm Streets as you enter the village; the other is next to the town dock—a mini-mansion owned
by our neighbors below. Unlike most home repairs, these two projects have been worked on
steadily for many months—far longer than nosy neighbors, like me, would presume. Hence, the
slow pace piques my curiosity. Each day that I drive by (or look down from my back window, as
the case may be), I try to note what, if anything, has been done to near the project to completion.
I admit, none of this is my business, but it certainly does capture my interest. I can only
imagine what is going on in each setting day after day, month upon month, wondering what decisions
are being made to satisfy the plans (or demands) of the homeowner, architect, zoning board or
building code. What I lack in information, I answer with imagination, pondering the ultimate question:
why is it taking so long?
I recognize I am not one who would take such time or trouble with similar ambitions. By
nature, I am less a careful, meticulous craftsman than an impatient visionary eager for accomplishment. A laborious process will not intrigue me nearly as much as envisioning and then anticipating the
final outcome. Hence, I could help out on a Habitat house, but I am not a master builder dedicated to
the art of construction.
My impatience is not uncommon. There are many who would shortchange the true artistry
and beauty of one thing in order to move, for utilitarian purposes, onto something else. Yet, true
artistry requires a level of dedication to doing things right, even if it takes forever to get them right.
“Good enough” isn’t good enough when the ultimate vision is compromised for something
conventional or pedestrian. A masterpiece is the art of a master, requiring hard work and time to
deliver on it. To do any less would seem to mock the intent of the
architect.
In many respects, this is the perfect metaphor for the handiwork
of God. Liturgically, we are in the time of year when Christian texts refer
to the early church’s commission to help usher in the realm of God—
from the time of Easter through Pentecost and onto the ends of the
earth. The culmination of Jesus’ life and ministry was to be the promised
arrival of the realm of God, when God’s will as revealed by Jesus would
be done on earth as it is in heaven—the world would be as God would
have it.
Routinely, I embrace the forward-looking themes of Scripture,
but often wonder had I been one of the early Christian writers, would my
words had been the same if I realized the realm of God envisioned remained unfulfilled two thousand
years later? Would the sense of imminent fulfillment and expectation have been replaced with heartbroken resignation or at least some questioning frustration? Could I have maintained enthusiasm without becoming jaded over time?
I suppose so, simply because delayed fulfillment raises more questions than it answers. At
times, it seems as if we are nowhere nearer the completion of the building of God’s “new Jerusalem”
than back in the days it lay in ruin. But then, I remind myself a Master is at work and the
transformation of the world is still ongoing, slow at times as it might seem. The hopeful words of
Scripture are not lifted up with unrealistic aspiration only to drive us to despair. Instead, they are the
blueprints reminding us of what will yet be, even when the home among angels still looks like a construction site.
So every week I wrestle with the Word and every time we gather to worship is an opportunity
to revisit the master plans and reimagine what this old house will someday look like once the final
touch occurs. In the meantime, we do our little bit of the project in the way each of us has been called
and are skilled, each contributing our part to the whole.
When people pass by or look down at what’s been or not been accomplished, perhaps even
questioning the pace or results of the process, at least those who are doing the labor will know the
transformation that has already been completed is the work of angels and what is yet to come is still in
the Master’s dream.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at
home: Sally Starzec, Bill Borden, Joanne Hart, Dianna and Cecil Miller,
Jan Rudolph, Linda Wood, Mary Taylor, Alicia Crossman, Doug
Mansfield, Kent LaGasse, Arlene Stamm, Daniel Porter, Ruth Hodgson,
Lori Lewis, and Tom Lewis.
Little Andrew Henry Harris, son of Heather and Randy, was dedicated in a
ceremony during worship on April 17. Andrew is the brother of R.J., and the grandson of Faith
and Charlie Allen and Greg Dubrule.
We continue to remember Barbara and Ed Eckelmeyer’s daughter, Kirsten, as she goes
through a difficult pregnancy. Kirsten will remain hospitalized until June in Portland, OR, where
she lives with her husband, Craig, and son, Augie.
We also remember Pastor Hayes’ mother, Doris, who is recovering from hip replacement surgery in Florida following a fall.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Mimi Avery (at home),
Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene Brustolon (at home), Ken Knobloch (at
home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New
London).

Calling All Graduates!
As the college and public school year nears an end, we would like to
recognize graduates from our church families. If you have someone
who will be graduating in the next few months, please let us know.
Email or call the church office so we can recognize the achievements of those around us!

An Honorable Man to be Honored
Frank Murdock’s 60th year celebration of his ordination
The congregation is invited on Sunday, June 5 when, during the 10 am worship, we will recognize
Frank’s 60th anniversary. Frank will be preaching and assisting with the communion service. A
reception will following in the vestry.
The Mystic Area Ecumenical Council
Cultivting Compassion series presents:

Mental Health: Insights and Resources
May 15 @ 6:00 pm
Congregational Church of North Stonington, Hewitt Hall
89 Main Street, No. Stonington 06359 860-535-0379
Please come to hear our guests speak from their areas of expertise. There will be a time to ask
your questions concerning Mental Health Issues.
Panelists are:
Jeffrey Montague, Southeastern Mental Health Authority, Norwich, CT
Dianne Bachmansky, Licensed Professional Counselor
Leslie Bartholomew, Sound Community Services, Inc., New London, CT
Lori Peach-Filban, Pastor, United Church of Stonington, CT
Helen Evrard, MD, author, radio producer/host, Middletown, CT
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Children and Family Ministries

Dedication of
Andrew Henry Harris
on Sunday, April 17. Andrew was
born to Randy and Heather
Harris on January 7 at home in
Noank, which makes him an
original “Noanker.” Andrew joins
his older brother “R.J.”

BEACH DAY

Sunday, May 22
sand—sun—water—bare feet—toys
games—friends
Children, Pre-K through 5th grade will meet in the Vestry (downstairs) at
10:00 am. Choir children will walk down after singing in church. Please
wear play clothes, a hat, sunscreen and bring beach toys. (We will not be
going in the water!) Parents can meet us in the Vestry at 11:00 or are welcome to walk to the
beach with the children.
The Nursery and Preschool Sunday School class
had a busy and fun-filled year. Miss Kelly (Kelly
Taylor) and Mrs. Reas provided age-appropriate
lessons taken from the Children’s Bible. We focused
on the importance of God in our everyday lives and
touched on Christian values such as love, family,
friends, kindness and forgiveness. We discussed
specific symbols such as stars, doves, hearts and
rainbows in our lessons and crafts. Miss Kelly
played Christian kids music and most weeks, we
started our class by singing and introducing
ourselves. Our regular students, Mason, Danika,
RJ, Liam and Malia enjoyed meeting with visiting
children and classroom helpers. Each week the
kids helped set up the chairs for our lesson,
cleaned up after projects and snack time, and
learned to help and share with one another. This
year’s classroom highlights included our special
Christmas Party (Jesus’s birthday party) and our recent Easter Celebration!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
AUGUST 8-12, 2016
9 AM TO NOON

At Deep Sea Discovery, kids dive into God’s World to see how He has been with His people every
step of the way. Hands-on service projects and sea science will help kids experience a VBS
adventure like no other! After every Bible story, kids will hear how that story ties into God’s
bigger story – His plan of salvation! Each day kids will learn about Christ’s sacrifice for them and
be challenged to respond to God’s love in real and meaningful ways. Kids will: KNOW that God
is always with them! - EXPLORE God’s presence in their lives! - SERVE God by serving others!

NBC Nursery School News
May 2016

The children and teachers are enjoying outdoor activities despite
the cooler than normal spring temperatures. Love all that fresh air
after a long winter!
We will be planting flower seeds during the month of May. Once
the seeds sprout, the children will be able to take them home and
plant them in their gardens.
Pastor Paul has enriched our classroom with music and his
wonderful sense of humor. We all love those special Friday morning sing-a-longs.
Our annual trip to Carson’s Store for ice cream will be on Friday, May 20. Should it rain on that
day, we will plan to do this on Wednesday, May 25. We will go to the park to play after enjoying our
tasty treat.
Also, weather permitting, we will walk to the town dock on a day to be selected toward the last
week of school. It is a great place to have our snack and enjoy the view.
Our last classroom day will be on Wednesday, May 25. The end of the year School Family
Picnic will be held at 10:00 am on Friday, May 27 at Sutton Park in Groton. The picnic will be held
rain or shine under the large pavilion. Children will not come to the school that day. We will all
meet at Sutton Park at 10:00 am for the festivities.
The school staff is appreciative of the support that the church continues to provide to our
program. Everyone’s generosity and caring is very encouraging to the efforts of the teachers. This
ensures that our program remains a positive and thorough learning experience for the three and four
year old students in attendance.
Miss Vera and Miss Tina would like to wish our “graduates” a safe and healthy summer as they
prepare to enter kindergarten in the fall. We will miss you! We also wish our returning students a
safe and happy summer and look forward to seeing you in September.
Thank you for sharing your children with us! May God continue to bless our families.
Respectfully Submitted

Miss Vera and Miss Tina
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April Showers Bring Cards, Baby Sheep, Goats & Calves!
50 Questions & Card Making

- small
but prolific crew gathered to chat with Pastor
Claudine & create 16 cards for friends, family
and church members in our thoughts & prayers!

Hancock Shaker Village (HSV)

Wow! 23 of us stopped by the Basket
Ball Birthplace on our way to this incredible Berkshire farm to; pet Baby
Animals, try on Shaker Clothing, Dance
Shaker Songs. Milks e-Cows & see Water Generated Turbine Power that
A special friend to 50 questions makes wood working tools & washing
machines go ‘round!! What FUN!
Special Friends at
HSV

A Together we
Wove, Milked, Petted Baby Calves &
Fed Parent Goats!

15 Cout of 23 Co
-Op shoes @ BBall Hall of

As we go to presssssss -

Wed April 27 Bowl or
Hike @ 3-5pm! Let’s go

bowling if it is rainy, or hike if
it is gorgeous out! You help decide! Invite a friend! K will pickup from school & PBBC!
Shaker clothed Co-Opers,
Round Barn & surround.

Fri April 29-30 YS Team
Training! Youth ministry leaders are looking forward to Boston gathering.

Wed May 11 @ 3-5pm
Mystic River Homes -

Cottages Let’s bring the Spirit of S-Ping to
‘em, offering flowers in big & little pots!!

Wed May 18 or 25 Firefly Farm?
Thinkin’ More Baby Animals? More to come!

Sat June 4 Camp Wightman Overnight! Let’s enjoy Games, Share a Meal,
Bond Fire(?), Sleep, Garden, Paint, & Prep
Fire Pits for summer!

Sun June 12 Children & Co-Op
Youth Sunday! 9:30-10am PBBC & 10:0010:30 NRC - Let’s make plans just for FUN!?!
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Pasta Supper FUNdraiser!
Friday, May 6
5:00—6:30 pm NBC Vestry
Come join us on Friday, May 6 for a pasta supper that includes four pasta sauces (red sauce with
meat, red sauce without meat, pesto sauce and white sauce), bread, a spectacular salad bar and homemade desserts!
Items available for purchase; raffle baskets, Sculler’s Sauce dressing and Noank Sculler’s note cards.
Ticket are $9.00 (adults); $5 (3-12 years); free (under 3 years) at the door.
The Noank Rowing Club (NRC) is a non-profit community organization for all ages and abilities
based out of Spicer Park on Beebe Cove, Noank, CT. Throughout the year, NRC provides opportunities for both youth and adults to row, learning the best technique as well as to race competitively.

The Lewis Female Cent Society
Invites You to “Play Your Game”
Tuesday, May 17— 1:00-4:00 pm
In the Vestry of Noank Baptist Church
LFCS was established In 1810 to help provide relief to the poor from New London and
surrounding communities. At that time the donation was one cent a week. Today the Society uses
the professional investment and grant evaluation skills of the Community Foundation of Eastern
CT to help determine the distribution of the funds to women in need. Please bring cards and join
us for a fun afternoon with guaranteed laughter and perhaps great cards! Admission is $15.
Dessert will be served in addition to some exciting raffle items For additional information, please
contact Dale Primiano @ 860-306-8280 or Shirley Sebastian at 860-536-2071.

Camp Wightman
Spring Work Day

Saturday, May 7, 2016—9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Please mark your calendar and spread the word. Join others who love camp in helping get the
property ready for the summer season. Please bring a paintbrush, chainsaw, rake and hammers
and nails. RSVP to the camp office at 860-376-2179 x 10 or e-mail tinkatwightman@gmail.com
with the number coming so the staff can plan for lunch.
Other events: Sunday, May 22 (1-4 pm) Family Fun Day/Open House
Saturday, June 4 (9-3) Summer’s Here! Work Day
Sunday, June 19 (2-4) Rookie Camper Day
For additional information, please go to Wightman@abcconn.org.
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ABCUSA World Mission Conference
July 4—July 9
This year the American Baptist World Mission Conference will be
held at the Green Lake Conference Center, Green Lake, WI from
Monday, July 4 to Saturday, July 9. Celebrate the 4th of July with hundreds of friends with a picnic,
mission program and fireworks at the Green Lake Conference Center in Wisconsin. The World
Mission Conference offers multiple opportunities to connect with more than a dozen missionaries
from the Congo, Costa Rica, Thailand, Bolivia, South Sudan and Mexico. Talk with them face-toface and hear first-hand how God is at work in their ministry. You will get to meet the newest
missionaries during morning devotions. Discover how you and your church can engage in God’s
mission in your neighborhood and around the world. If you are interested in attending this
conference, please contact Pastor Hayes.

BPFNA/Bautistas Por La Paz
Summer Conference
June 27—July 2, 2016
Cheyney University, Cheyney, PA
The annual Peace Conference will be held this year at Cheyney University in
Cheyney, PA from June 27 through July 2, 2016. This annual gathering is for
everyone who longs for the spirituality, inspiration, skills, knowledge and community to support a
life of peace rooted in justice. There are excellent and challenging programs on many ways to
practice peacemaking in your own communities and also stimulating peacemaking programming
for children, youth and adults of all ages.
Mornings will begin with group meditation or sleep in and start with conversation over
breakfast. Children and youth will then depart for their own age-appropriate sessions while adults
attend Bible Study and then workshops of their choice. For a complete listing of workshops and
information about the conference schedule, you may go online at www.bpfna.org/gather/summerconference. Registration deadline is June 6 with payment due June 20. Registration information is available in the church literature rack near the stairwell.

Our Year Round Bazaar
7 MONTHS AND COUNTING

Now is the time to plant vegetables and herbs for the Holiday
Bazaar herb table! Don’t forget to scour yard sales for “cheap”
jelly and pint canning jars, and if you have some jars that you purchased at the
Bazaar last year, please return them to the church office. All jar and produce donations help
defray the cost of jellies and pickles. Almost any fruit can be made into jelly or jam—pick some
extra for the church bazaar when you pick for yourself.
Let Jane Templeton know if you have rhubarb or other produce from your garden to share. You
can contact Jane at 860-961-2004. Thanks in advance for planting seeds for NBC’s future!
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April Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk
The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, April 6, 2016 with fourteen
members and one non-member present. Pastor Paul Hayes did not attend as he was attending the Alliance
of Baptists board meeting and Annual Gathering of the Alliance in St.
Council Members
Louis, MO at the time. The minutes from the March 2, 2016 meeting
Moderator: Charles Anderson
were approved.
Clerk:
Bonnie Banks
Church calendar updates were reviewed reminding all of the April
Treasurer:
Jane Templeton
22
concert
by Leslie Lee and Steve Gretz, the ABCCONN annual
Asst Treas: Debbie Bates
meeting on April 30th at Second Baptist Church in Suffield and on May
Finance:
Nancy Gilmore
Carol Spunar
19th, the Amelia Earhart presentation sponsored by OSCA. Added to
Property:
Adrian Johnson
the calendar was a talk by Vietnam veteran Len Raymond regarding a
Jonathan Lane
recent visit to Vietnam which will be held on May 15th. Also discussed
Spiritual Life: Valerie King
was the process for reserving the church and/or equipment for use. A
Mary Harris
“Use of Facilities” form was found and its use questioned, as well as
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch
Steve Gordon
other aspects of use of the church by members and non-members.
Staff Relations: Open
Written information about the process will be located for review and
At Large:
Nora Andrews
clarification as needed. Betsey Goetsch and Frank Lewis will be away
Trux Brodhead
during part of the month of April. Pastor Hayes will be the contact
Katy Nelsen
Jennifer Johnson Wilbur person for any facilities use issues.
Pastor Hayes and Sue Robinson provided written reports
regarding the many wonderful activities experienced around the Easter
Holiday and also expressed sadness regarding the loss of Gary Reas, whose presence in our congregation
and as a Sunday School teacher will be greatly missed.
Finance reported that expenses to date have been within budget with donations below the budgeted
amount, which is typical for this time of year. The checking account remains healthy at this time.
Palm Sunday, Good Friday, and Easter Sunday service music was very well-received by the
congregation. The youth choir continues to grow in size and ability. Thanks to the Wyman's for their fabulous leadership.
Average Sunday School attendance is 22 with twice that in attendance on Easter Sunday. About 50 children attended Easter craft night and the Chili/Pretzel event was also well attended.
Sixteen campers have signed up to attend Camp Wightman this summer. It is great to have such a high
level of participation.
The "Renewal" art show opened in the parlor and generated great spirit and fellowship at the coffee
hour. The show will be on display through April. Thanks to Posy Webber for the concept and execution,
and to all of the contributors.
Frank Murdock continues leading the Adult Bible group after worship in the chapel, currently using
Smith and Helwys “Formations” readings.
Community Outreach needs volunteers for help with mission activities (see Marge Murdock) as well as
Habitat for Humanity activities (Mary Brodhead).
The Property Coordinators have been very busy identifying and prioritizing work to be done in and
around the church property along with associated estimated costs. A probable cause for the leaking issues
in the meeting house has been identified and work to resolve it will be a top priority along with replacement
of the bottom trim blocks around the main entrance door. Bids for work to be done on the parking lot are
being reviewed.
The Noank Baptist Church Website is up and running. Contact Jennifer Johnson with any questions or
concerns.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, May 4, 2016 at 7 PM. All are welcome to attend.
Full council meeting minutes are available upon request.
Respectfully submitted
Bonnie Banks
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Amelia Earhart “Lands” in Noank
Pat Jordan, accomplished performer, appears as Amelia Earhart

Thursday, May 19, 2016
Noank Baptist Church
2:00 pm Performance
3:00 pm Tea with Amelia
Tickets: $15 Performance
$20 Performance and Tea (limited seating)

Proceeds to Benefit:
Noank Historical Society
OSCA “Our Shoreline Community Association”

For Tickets Please Contact:

Stephanie @ 860-271-1681 or
Stop in at the Noank Historical
Assoc. Museum on Sylvan Street
In Noank

