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Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT
860.536.7129

www.noankbaptistchurch.org

JANUARY 2017
ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, January 29, 2017 after worship @ 11:15 am
We are welcoming another year with our Annual Business Meeting
of the Noank Baptist Church, which will be held on Sunday,
January 29, 2017 in the sanctuary immediately following worship.
We hope that it will be a convenient time for members to attend.
Soup and bread will be served in the Vestry after the meeting so
you won’t go hungry! All are welcome to attend.
Annual Reports are due into the church office by Monday, January 16, 2017

Thank You Potluck Lunch for Kristen Negaard O’Brien
Noank Baptist Church
January 8, 2017 @ Noon in the Vestry
Come join us at noon in the Vestry to thank Kristen for her time and
talent that she has shared with the Co-Op Youth Group since 2004.
After the meal, we will have a program honoring Kristen for all of her
work with the group. Come celebrate Kristen and her leadership !

Welcome ABCCONN Interim Executive Minister to Noank!
Sunday, January 22
On Sunday, January 22, we will hear from the interim Executive Minister of the
American Baptist Churches of Connecticut, The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Williams.
Rev. Williams and Pastor Hayes have been friends and colleagues for over three
decades and Paul is delighted to host him while he is serving ABCCONN in this
important role. Ken has been a pastor in several churches and was the
Executive Minister of the Rochester-Genesee region in upstate New York. He retired to North
Carolina and was called to this interim position upon Judy Allbee’s retirement in September. Join
Pastor Hayes in welcoming Ken to Noank and to the Connecticut shoreline!

January 2017

The NBC Anchor

Page 2

Throughout my life, I have been a classic “information gatherer,” which is to say, I am curious
about many things and try to understand them and make judgments based on the best assessment of facts.
This isn’t unusual, many people do the same. Pursuing accurate and updated knowledge is part of one’s
daily education, critical to many aspects of life, whether or not we already consider ourselves well-informed.
Perhaps for that reason, I’ve never fully grasped why anyone would choose to be willfully ignorant
or refuse to check the reliability of sources. To do so isn’t being disrespectful; on the contrary, it is to test veracity
so that what one believes stands up to critique. Credibility depends on it. As the old adage goes, truth may be “in
the eye of the beholder,” but what’s beheld by the proclaimer should be reasonably and factually true!
All of this is being debated currently in the public square because
of the widespread dispensing of “fake news” in recent months passed off as
trustworthy reporting, especially in relation to the election. The forms and
sources of “fake news” vary and some of it may be initially spun out on a
lark or as satire, but much of it appears more malevolent than that.
Apparently, it has been remarkably influential in the public’s perception
(usually negative) of various individuals on the national scene. What is
distressing is how, out of concern for freedom of expression, there is little
that can be done to combat it. Critics may generate “news” about someone
they target without requiring it to be real, or accurate, or fair to the victim.
Libel notwithstanding, malicious attacks on a person can spread without having to be held accountable to reality or
to verification. By and large, the consumer is the only one who has the buying power to decide what’s true,
accurate, and fit to print.
“Buying power” or consumer interest, however, is a dubious way to peddle news. As we already know,
people can latch onto an outright lie and repeat it continuously until it is accepted as truth, even when it isn’t. The
only indisputable fact is that it sells. Market appeal cannot be an adequate gauge; selling something is inherently
biased and unreliable as a source of accurate information. Otherwise, there would be no need for consumer
products safety agencies or the Better Business Bureau, which protect consumers from fraudulent claims made by
manufacturers. Truth in advertising has to be regulated to protect the unsuspecting and vulnerable public. We
accept accountability as part of our rights as consumers; why shouldn’t we expect the same when it comes to the
product marketed to us as news and information?
I’m not advocating censorship, mind you, but I’m affirming the need for universal standards for
responsible journalism and the dispensing of public information. Accuracy in the media has to be held to a .higher
standard than “buyer beware.” Objectivity, nonpartisanship, and bias-neutral reporting should be our expectation
for the dispensing of information in our society. Otherwise, the average person ends up relying more on their
ignorance or “tribal” beliefs to discern what’s true or false than the wiser editorial judgment of those who are
well-versed in the facts. I don’t think this abrogates anyone’s freedom; it simply holds a person’s freedom to a
responsible level of truth and accuracy.
One of the signs of social and cultural disintegration cited in Scripture is the systematic disregard for truth
(cf. II Tim 4.3-4). People give up on the truth in order to hear what their “itching ears” want to hear. I find that to
be the case with opinion/advocacy journalism and fake news—a serious problem on both ends of the political
spectrum. The consuming audience hears only what they already agree with, rather than have it challenged by
another perspective. Likewise, in Procrustean fashion, facts get forced to fit the existing views (or they’re ignored
altogether), rather than to challenge or sharpen them. The marketing of information is a serious flaw in our
collective gathering of facts and the dispensing of knowledge and wisdom in this society.
What is the remedy if our sources for information fail to maintain standards for
credibility? We can demand of ourselves the truth, withholding judgment on any topic
until we have investigated and gathered, as much as we can, the facts and the truth of each
situation. It means not being lazy with news and information, especially if it hasn’t been
verified or fails to stand up to critique. That may be more inconvenient and timeconsuming, but our personal integrity and that of others is at stake. Verifying information
prevents us from being gullible and manipulated by those whose intent is to deceive. Fake
news, notwithstanding, being truthful should be a standard that is commonly embraced for
conveying knowledge of any type.
Truth and accuracy in the media shouldn’t have to be news, in and of itself. But as we have discovered
this past year, it is not only relevant to our understanding of what is going on, it is a reflection as well of who we
want and choose to be, individually and collectively. If we give up on demanding truth, then we will peddle away
our freedom to those who wish to control our minds and beliefs. And that, as history has shown, is never a good
thing.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in
the hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at
home: Janet Crossman, Sally Starzec, Kent LaGasse, Ruth Hodgson,
Heather St. Louis, Mimi Avery, Mary Harris, Millie Jensen, Dianna and
Cecil Miller, Adam Wehn (Sue Robinson’s son), Lori Lewis, The Rev. C.
Burtis Crooks, and The Rev. Dr. Judy Allbee.
We offer our prayers for Cory Atkinson, husband of Kate (Johnson) Atkinson, who is
facing serious surgery in early January. Kate is the daughter of Ken Johnson.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Ruth Hodgson
(Pendleton), Mimi Avery (at home), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Betty and Gene
Brustolon (at home), Ken Knobloch (at home), Betty Guhl (Fairview), Millie Jensen (Fairview),
and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London).

Christmas Giving Tree
Thanks to all who purchased gifts for the Christmas Giving Tree. With a total of
84 gifts, we were able to help about 12 families have a much happier Christmas!
Thanks to the committee: Bonnie Banks, Lisa Knobloch, Marge Murdock and
Barbara Williams—well done!!
Note from Charles Barnum Elementary School—The Charles Barnum Elementary School staff
would like to extend our sincerest thanks to the congregation of the Noank Baptist Church. You
have been faithful for many years in offering to help our CB families in need by donating
Christmas gifts. Once again, your kindness and generosity has gone above and beyond with your
many donations to our families. They all enjoyed a very Merry Christmas! Thank you for your
continued support of our staff, our students and our school.
Congratulations to Conner Wyman who performed with the Lyme/
Old Lyme High School Band at the 75th Anniversary of Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii. Conner is the son of Rick and Erin Wyman,
NBC’s music directors.
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Children and Family Ministries
Community Christmas Craft Night
The 2016 Community Craft Night was a magical
evening. More than 70 children brought their grown ups to
share in the festivities. The energy in the Vestry was abuzz
with joy, delight and laughter. Many were participating for
the first time and said that they look forward to coming to
our Spring Craft Night also. Original works of art were
created and glue, buttons, cotton and glitter...lot of glitter!! It
was a fun night!
A heartfelt thank you to Lisa
Knobloch and her team of volunteers!
It is the dedication of these folks sharing
their time and enthusiasm that makes this
night possible?
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The church nursery is fun. We learn
about Jesus, sharing and love with
Miss. Christine and Miss. Dorothy

Senior & Youth Choir

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday
The children of the church are once again collecting cans of
soup on Sunday, January 22 and January 29. The soup will be
distributed to the Groton Food Locker. There will be a box
available in the Narthex for your convenience. We hope to
exceed last year’s total and collect 100 cans.
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Living Nativity,
December 24,
2016

Thank you to all
the children who
participated in
the program.
They did a wonderful job!!!
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Evening Circle / Corner Closet
The Corner Closet has been celebrating their 50 years
of being on the corner of Main and Pearl Streets. This
year we have been having many sales.
With the profits, we were able to pay for a bus for the
children of Riverfront to go on a field trip in the summer and we also purchased 96 pairs of
pajamas for the Groton Social Services to distribute with their Christmas gifts.
If you know of anyone who needs warm clothes, please call Betsey at 860-235-2729—we would
like to warm them up.

71st Annual Holiday Bazaar
A huge THANK YOU to all who helped make this annual fundraiser a
success. We had many wonderful things for the people who came to
browse and ultimately buy. The event netted over $19,000.
We are looking for a new chair person for the Silent Auction for next year.
The Silent Auction is a huge part of the sales. Kristen, who chairs the Silent Auction, will be traveling to Great Britain to accompany her husband,
George, as he heads up a project in
Barrow for General Dynamics. Kristen will be sorely missed. Kristen, thank you for your
hours of work.
If you are interested in chairing the Silent Auction, Kristen will be available to answer any
question you might have until the latter part of February, 2017. She has great notes which she
would be more than willing to share with anyone interested in this position.

Bible Study with Mary Brodhead
A Bible Study, led by Mary Brodhead, will continue each Wednesday
morning at 10:00 am at Mystic River Homes Congregate (MRHC). We will
continue with a study of the Gospel of Matthew with some of Isaiah and
his prophecies. This Bible Study is available for all who wish to attend.

The deadline for submission of your articles for the Annual Report is Monday, January 16,
2017. Please be prompt with your submission as the Annual Meeting is Sunday, January 29,
2017.

The deadline for submission of your articles for the February Newsletter is Friday, January 20,
2017.
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December Council News
The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, December 7, 2016 with 13
members present. Rev. Valerie King offered an opening prayer in the absence of
Pastor Paul Hayes.
The minutes from the November meeting were approved as corrected.
The calendar was updated to note a farewell luncheon for Kristen NegaardCouncil Members
O’Brien on January 8th along with members of Poquonnock Bridge Baptist
Moderator: Charles Anderson
Church. Also added was the annual visit from the Coastal Rompers Girl Scout
Clerk:
Bonnie Banks
Troop on the weekend of April 21 to 23rd.
Treasurer:
Jane Templeton
Asst Treas: Debbie Bates
Pastor Hayes provided a written report on his many activities
Finance:
Nancy Gilmore
including
continuation of the monthly Sunday evening CREDO: This I Believe
Carol Spunar
program, as well as advent events around the theme,“And a Little Child Shall
Property:
Adrian Johnson
Jonathan Lane
Lead Them”.. Attendance at worship has been averaging around 130 to 140.
Spiritual Life: Valerie King
He reports that he has also been working with Ricardo Mayol, helping him to
Mary Harris
develop a Ministry Partnership Team for his new work in Latin America, and
Comm Life: Betsey Goetsch
Steve Gordon
continues to work on planning Global Baptist Peace Conference in Cali
Staff Relations: Open
Colombia in mid-January. He and Wendy have been working on completing
At Large:
Nora Andrews
some postponed projects in the parsonage as well.
Trux Brodhead
Katy Nelsen
Finance reported that once again the Holiday Bazaar came to the rescue
Jennifer Johnson Wilbur
bringing in over $19,300. Total income remains somewhat under budget but
more annual pledges are coming in. Mission payments have been paid with
final payments to be made in December. All were reminded that 2017 budgets
should be submitted by the January meeting.
The latest Worship and the Arts art display, organized by Posy Webber, is set up in the parlor. There currently
are nine participants for this event, titled, “Let There Be Light”. It will be on display for two or three months.
The Child and Family Ministry reports that even with the new Nursery attendant along with Dorothy, there
have been so many infants and toddlers in the nursery that additional volunteers are needed—a welcome situation
for our church however. There are 30 children expected to be in the Christmas Eve Pageant this year.
Plans for the re-paving of the exit by Church Street House are moving forward, hopefully starting next week
with removal of some plants and repositioning of the pavers to widen the curve. Actual re-paving will have to wait
until warmer weather.
Betsey Goetsch expressed thanks to all for participating in another successful Holiday Bazaar. Although
income was not as high as in some previous years, it met the budgeted amount. Ideas were given for things to
consider for another year to possibly increase revenue.
The Bushes by the back door have been trimmed.
A new liaison for the family residing in Church Street House is needed.
Further discussion around installation of security cameras raised further doubt so it was decided to carry the
topic forward to the January Council meeting and invite concerned congregation members to attend to discuss
their thoughts.
The repairs have been done on Main Street House. The Noank Group Homes will continue to rent with some
temporary programs planned for now.
Council terms were reviewed and all regular council members whose first terms are due to expire in January
expressed agreement to continue with a second term. One at-Large member is considering filling the Staff
Relations Coordinator position. One or two new at-Large members will be recruited for the new council to be
nominated in January.
The next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 7 PM. This is a week later than usual
to allow finance to provide final numbers in preparation for the Annual meeting at the end of the month. All are
welcome to attend. Full council meeting minutes are available upon request.
Respectfully submitted
Bonnie Banks
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Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

OSCA Potluck is January 20 – Join Us!!
Looking for a good time? Need to escape the cabin fever that winter brings? Looking
to meet new friends or reacquaint with old friends? Join OSCA!
Our Shoreline Community Association “OSCA” is a membership organization that believes we all have a choice when it comes to growing older. Not whether to grow old, but how
and where we do so.
We are proud to be making a different kind of choice that helps us age with joy and confidence, continuing to lead lives we love in the homes and communities we cherish.
Want to check us out? Join us for our potluck on Friday, January 20 5:30 pm at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church in Mystic. Call Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 2711681 for the details and to RSVP.
Can’t make it on January 20? The OSCA “Lunch Bunch” will gather on Friday, January
27 at Sherman’s Market in Noank at 11:30 am. We hope to meet there every month for fellowship -- the make-up of the lunch group may change from lunch to lunch but one thing never
changes—it is always a good time!
.If you are 55 years old or better, please consider joining OSCA. You’ll be glad you did!
For information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681.

********************************************
Mystic Area Ecumenical Council (MAEC)

Annual Meeting
Friday, January 20 at 6:00 pm
This year’s Annual Meeting will begin at 6:00 pm with a potluck supper at Poquonnock Bridge
Baptist Church, followed by the meeting and also the presentation of the Neil & Pat Kluepfel
Community Service Award. This award is presented annually to a member of the Mystic area who
exemplifies community service with an ecumenical spirit. The award was established in 2010 in
honor of Neil and in memory of Pat Kluepfel, who have been leaders in the Mystic area ecumenical community for many years. All are welcome.

