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NBC Anchor
Newsletter of the Noank Baptist Church, Noank CT
860.536.7129

www.noankbaptistchurch.org

FEBRUARY 2018
175th Anniversary Hymn Sing
February 11

10 a.m.

We will worship together singing hymns from the various eras of our
church’s history, from 1843 to the present day. Come enjoy many of the
“old chestnuts” that were sung in the past, including favorites like
“Rock of Ages,” “The Old Rugged Cross,” “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” and many more.
Noank Baptist has had many chapters in its history and we will recognize each with its hymnody.
Invite your friends and come for a wonderful time at an old-time hymn sing.

The Season of Lent
The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018 with a
service at 7:00 pm. This is a meaningful time for reflection to begin the season of
Lent. All are welcome!
The 40 days of Lent will lead us to Holy Week—prepare yourself spiritually by
being present in worship and open to God’s guidance.

French and Modern Masters

A U.S. Coast Guard Band Chamber Recital

Sunday, February 4 @ 2:00 pm — Noank Baptist Church

featuring
Joshua Thomas
Saxophonist and Conn-Selmer Artist
&
Megan Sesma
Principal Harpist
Patrice Newman
Pianist
The performance will feature a world premiere by American composer, John Plant. Come for a
special time of classical and modern music performed by these wonderful artists from the USCG.
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News from around the Church Family
Our prayers and thoughts are with those who have had recent surgery, been in the
hospital, received treatment, in rehabilitative care, or are recuperating at home: Ken
Knobloch, Kent LaGasse, Mary Brodhead, Nancy Treadway, Frank Murdock,
Andrew Harris, Brian McGlynn, Tom Lewis, Dianna Miller, Brian Thorp, and Bill Borden.
We pray for continued healing for Brooke Rymash, who is recovering from a double
transplant (kidney & liver) at the Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville, FL. Brooke’s parents are Carrie &
Jim Rymash.
Our condolences are expressed to a number of families who have suffered the loss of a
loved one during the last several weeks: Beth and Steve Kanyock in the passing of Beth’s mother,
Gloria Oosterom; Tuck & Gerry Jones, in the death of Tuck’s brother, Curtis; the family of
William “Bill” Whelan., a former member who passed away in North Carolina.
Please remember our homebound and those in rehab/nursing care: Ruth Hodgson
(Pendleton), Errol and Alicia Crossman (at home), Ken Knobloch (at home), Betty Guhl
(Fairview), and Cindy Booth (Sunny Lodge, New London).

NBC Youth Hit the Big Time
Congratulations to Leah Galouzis, Ariah Ruggeri, Avery Wyman and
Conner Wyman for their successful auditions and invitations to participate in
the Connecticut Music Educators Association Eastern Region Concert
Festival, March 10 & 11. We are very proud of our youth here at NBC!

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING 2018
Cultivating Leaders: Equipping Disciples; Healing Communities
Ephesians 4:11-13

The theme for the America for Christ Offering 2018 is based on Ephesians 4:11-13 which
states: “The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the
full stature of Christ”. For American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), equipping
disciples entails supporting and enabling highly motivated Christian disciple-makers who
are delivering the Good News of Jesus Christ and producing life-saving and life-giving
change in individuals and congregations across the United States and Puerto Rico.
This offer will begin on Sunday, March 4 and will continue throughout the month of
March. Offering envelopes will be sent with the March newsletter and will also be
available in the pew racks throughout the month of March.
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Children and Family Ministries
“Soup”er Bowl Sunday
February 4, 2018

The children of the church are once again collecting
cans of soup to be distributed to the Groton Food Locker. There
will be a box available in the Narthex today and also on February 5 for your convenience. We
hope to exceed last year’s total and collect 100 cans.

Camp Wightman—Summer Camp
It is time to register for summer camp! Noank Baptist Church
supports Camp Wightman and can assist families to offset the price
of the programs.
If you are sending your child to camp, you are encouraged to register
as soon as possible. Space is limited and many programs sell out quickly. To qualify for the early
bird special, please complete your registration form online at www.welovecamp.org by February 5
and send a copy to the church office. If you have questions about Camp Wightman, need
assistance with registration, or want more information about NBC camp scholarships, please call
the church office or contact Sue Robinson at children-family@noankbaptistchurch.org.
Thank you for your interest and support of this wonderful summer camp and we expect each
camper will enjoy a marvelous and memorable experience!

SAVE THE DATES
February 4

“Soup”er Bowl Sunday

February 11

Lighthouse Cove Valentines Party

February 25

Pretzel Sunday

March 6

Easter Craft Night

March 11

Kids Concert for Kids, by kids

August 6-10

Vacation Bible School “Rolling River Rampage”
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Youth Co-Op News
On December 10, we had a fun and
exciting end of year Christmas Party
at Noank Baptist Church. We had
10 youth attend and decorate cookies, build gingerbread houses, participate in a yankee swap and watch
Elf. The group had a great time
together!
On December 15, we had several
youth join us to spread the holiday
cheer to local nursing homes. We
visited Academy Point at Mystic,
Apple Rehab and Mystic Healthcare.
Residents were delighted and some
even sang along!
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More Youth Co-Op Ministry News
Welcome to the New Year at PBBC, UBC and NBC!!
From Courtney Assad, Director
I hope everyone had a nice break and is ready for a new season of events. Your
Youth Leadership Team has begun to put together an exciting list of activities for the
Spring and Summer. We hope you can join us for fun, faith and fellowship.

Spring Youth Group Meetings
Sunday, January 28: 6-8 pm at PBBC
Sunday, February 25: 6-8 pm at UBC
Sunday, April 22: 6-8 pm at NBC
Sunday, May 20: 6-8 pm at UBC

Youth Service Opportunity
Our next volunteering activity will be serving chowder at the Annual
Cabin Fever Festival in Olde Mistick Village. At least four youth are
needed from 11:30-4:30 on Saturday, February 24 to serve. This
year proceeds from the festival will benefit Always Home (formerly
MASH). Please let Courtney know if you are able to help!

Nightwatch at St. John the Divine Cathedral
Join us on March 16-17 for an overnight program at St. John
the Divine Cathedral in New York City. We will be attending
the Crossroads Christian Program. More details about the trip
will be announced in the near future. Plan now to join us.

COMING SOON
Soon we will announce a name for the group!!
Stay tuned for our new name and logo.
We are excited to share it with you.
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Art Show at Noank Baptist Church
Beginning March 11, 2018
The theme of our next Art Show will be

Reflecting our History: Noank Baptist Church.
This show will depict the nature and character of the people who have been so vital to the history
and community of Noank Baptist Church. Do you have a keepsake, a work of art, a needlepoint, a
hymn, a letter from an ancestor, a poem or prayer, a photograph—something which can provide
insight into the essence of our forebears at NBC or the church’s history?
You may have to delve way back into the past. Please contact Posy Webber at 860-245-2338 or
posyw@mcglynns.net. We will celebrate our past in the remembrances we share.

Service of Installation for
The Rev. Dr. Harry Riggs II
As the new ABCCONN Executive Minister
Sunday, February 11 — 4:00 p.m.
We are cordially invited to a Service of Installation for The Rev. Dr.
Harry Riggs II as the Executive Minister of the American Baptist
Churches of Connecticut. The theme is “I Hope You Dance (Act
17:26-28a). The preacher is Rev. Claudine Crooks.
Worship begins at 4:00 pm at Christian Tabernacle Church in
Hamden, CT. The snow date is the following Sunday, February 18 at
4:00 pm. Clergy are invited to wear robes and to join the procession. A
reception will follow the installation service.

Sunday Nursery Caregiver — Andra Davis
The Children and Family Ministry would like to announce that we
have selected a new Nursery Caregiver. Andra Davis lives in
Westerly, RI. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood
Education from the University of Rhode Island and worked as a
preschool teacher until recently. She is currently working at the
Westerly Middle School with an older group of kids. She has a
17-year- old son and a 10-year-old daughter. We encourage
members of the congregation to stop by the nursery on Sunday
morning and welcome Andra to our church family.

Baptism Class for Youth

During Lent, Pastor Hayes will be conducting a baptism class for youth who are
interested and ready to baptized as an expression of their faith in and desire to
follow the ways of Jesus. Please speak to Pastor Hayes if you are interested in
attending the class.
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Chancel Flowers
Chancel Flowers are always valued in our times of worship.
We invite you to sign up for available Sundays on the listing in the
outer office bulletin board. A donation of $25 toward the cost is
much appreciated.
During Lent (beginning Feb. 18), members of the Flower
Committee will create a special arrangement for the season, so no
extra flowers will be needed during this time. Dates are available in April.

Coats for New London Homeless Hospitality Center
We, at NBC, are still collecting winter coasts for adults and children to
be distributed to the New London Homeless Hospitality Center. We
are asking for durable used winter coats. There will be a box in the
Narthex for you to drop off any coats that you may have. We will take
care of cleaning, if necessary. If you have any questions, please contact
the church office at 860-536-7129.

Soup-A-Thon @ PBBC, Feb. 10
Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church is presenting their First Annual Soup-AThon on February 10 from 5-6:30 pm at 1241 Poquonnock Road, Groton.
This Soup-A-Thon will feature over 10 different kinds of soup, bread and
dessert – all for $10. For additional information, call 860-445-6126.
Groton Community Meals – Groton Senior Center
Groton Community Meals Program is available on Mondays every month at the Groton Senior
Center from 6-7 pm. This program operates year-round, is free and welcome to everyone.
Transportation is available, by reservation only, for a fee of $2 by calling 860-441-6785. If you
have any questions about the meal program, call 860-444-6760

Start Fresh Kitchen Community Dinners
St. David’s Episcopal Church, Gales Ferry
The community dinners feature world cuisine with a Syrian emphasis
specially prepared by refugee family members. The dinners are a project of
Start Fresh, Inc., St. David’s Episcopal Church and the Islamic Center of
New London. The cost is $25 per person. The doors open at 6:00 pm and
the meal is served at 6:30 pm at St. David’s Episcopal Church, 284
Stoddard’s Wharf Road, Gales Ferry. The next meals will occur on February 12 and March 9. To
purchase tickets online or to get a menu for the meal, go to startfreshct.org/dinners or call 860705-3902. The proceeds benefit Start Fresh – The New London Area Refugee Settlement Team.
Help refugee families by enjoying one of their meals!
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February 2018
Community Service Challenge

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

February 11: Hymn Sing during
morning worship. Come and join the
fun!

The goal of the 2018 Community
Service Challenge is to have 175
individuals participate. Please
consider volunteering for Habitat
for Humanity or a soup kitchen,
donating to a food pantry, participating in a fund-raising walk/run/
bike ride, knitting hats for those in
need, donating clothing, coats,
etc. A Logbook is available on the
table in the Narthex to tally names
and activities and a chart to measure progress will be posted in the
Narthex in the near future.

March 11: The Actual 175th Anniversary of NBC, celebrated during
Morning Worship
May 18-20: Anniversary Celebration
Weekend
Friday: Concert of NBC talent
Saturday 5:30: Catered celebration
banquet followed by a program in the
sanctuary. Watch for invitation to be
mailed in March. Registration will be
required.

A limited number of NBC Anniversary calendars are still available.
Contact the Church office or Bonnie
Banks (bonnie5568@ymail.com or
860-222-5622). The cost is $10.

Bonnie Banks needs help sorting through photos of the Church through the years. Anyone is
welcome to join her on Wednesday mornings from 9-12 beginning February 7th in the parlor.
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January Council News
Bonnie Banks, Clerk
The Council held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, January 3, 2018 with
11 members present. Pastor Paul Hayes offered an opening prayer.
Council Members

Charles Anderson
Bonnie Banks
Jane Templeton
Debbie Bates
Nancy Gilmore
Carol Spunar
Property:
Adrian Johnson
Jonathan Lane
Spiritual Life: Valerie King
Mary Harris
Community Betsey Goetsch
Life:
Steve Gordon
Staff Relations:Jennifer Johnson
At Large:
Nora Andrews
Katy Nelsen
Oliver Porter
Heather Galouzis
Moderator:
Clerk:
Treasurer:
Asst Treas:
Finance:

The minutes from the December meeting were approved with one
correction.
Finance provided a high level overview of status due to the limited time
since close of the month and year and work being done for the annual report
and 2018 budget. The operating budget for 2017 closed in good shape but
there are concerns about future major maintenance expenses. A special
council meeting will be held on January 17 to review the proposed budget
for 2018. Pledges for 2018 are a bit lower than previous years. Some ideas
for updating the methods of making contributions was again discussed, as
well as the need for more long-term planning. It was suggested that a taskforce be formed to look forward with financial changes might be a good
idea.

The Family Christmas Eve service was reported as wonderful with 33
children and youth participating in the Living Nativity. A new nursery
caregiver has been hired. Andra Davis will start this Sunday and will be introduced to the
congregation at that time. “Souper Bowl” Sunday soup donation requests will begin next week.
Plans for the 175th Anniversary celebration are moving forward. A year-long challenge to have
175 individuals involved in community service activities to commemorate the anniversary will be
kicked off on Sunday, January 7th. It is hoped that work on the Habitat House on Yetter Road will
be one activity participated in by more members of the congregation.. A book will be available in
the Narthex to log participants and activities. There are still a limited number of commemorative
calendars available for purchase for $10 each.
Property managers have been very busy this year with a lot of work completed including some
work on the steeple. There is a lot more work to be done next year however, including further
work on the steeple and a new roof.
The status of the Council positions for the coming year was reviewed. Nominees for a few
positions are needed. At-large members will reach out to potential candidates to fill the positions
for 2018 to be voted at the annual meeting on January 28th.
The next full Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 7, 2018 at 7 pm. All are
welcome to attend.
Full council meeting minutes are available upon request.
Respectfully Submitted

Bonnie Banks
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Our Shoreline Community Association
P. O. Box 287
West Mystic, CT 06388-0287
(860) 271-1681 OSCAforSeniors@gmail.com

OSCA OFFERS SENIORS A VARIETY OF SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES
Looking for a good time? Need to escape the cabin fever that winter brings? Looking to
meet new friends or reacquaint with “old” friends? Join OSCA!
Our Shoreline Community Association “OSCA” offers a variety of social opportunities for
seniors living along the Mystic-Noank shoreline (including Mystic, Groton, Noank and Stonington!). If driving is an issue, members are always willing to drive fellow members.
Since launching in September 2009, the OSCA Coordinator and Board have planned and
carried out a diverse offering of activities including day trips to Connecticut Museums, lunch at the
Greek Festival in New London, play reading groups, potlucks, dinners and lunches at local
restaurants, and more.
Once or twice a month the OSCA members and friends meet for dinner and/or lunch at
various restaurants. The make-up of the group dining may change month to month but one thing
never changes—it is always a good time!
The OSCA Afternoon Games Group meetings once or twice a month to enjoy an
afternoon of fellowship while playing friendly card and board games. Members also pitched the
idea of forming a READING SHAKESPEARE group and now the group meets twice a month on
Saturdays. In January, OSCA launched its “Living Room Talks” program which received rave
reviews by all who attended.
In response to requests from members for information on aging in place topics, OSCA has
developed an information series in partnering with the Mystic and Noank Library. The series,
“Living Well-Simple Tips for Daily Life,” is free and open to the public. To date, the series has
covered topics such as Healthy Eating and Cooking, Senior Scams and Fraud Awareness, Elder
Law, Home Safety, Fitness, and Taking Charge of Your Own Health.
If you are 55 years old or better, please consider joining OSCA. These activities are just a
few great ways for you to get out and meet people who will welcome you with open arms. For information, please contact Stephanie Panagos, OSCA Coordinator at (860) 271-1681. OSCA is a
501 C 3 non-profit, membership association whose members and volunteers help each other take
care of many of the needs that go along with living independently. OSCA offers a world of services, solutions and social activities to seniors.
Respectfully Submitted
Stephanie Panagos

